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MR. VWELBERS. Ckay. Hi, everybody. This,
as you know, is a continuation, and we have
to -- we have this case that you're all here for
currently tabled until tonight.

So the first thing that I"'mgoing to do is
I ntroduce a notion to place this back on -- in
for discussion, to take it off the table.

Any of our nenbers willing to do that,
second that?

VR, STUTZKE: Second.

MR. WELBERS: M chael is the second.

"1l call the roll -- all in favor.

(Al'l those sinultaneously
responded.)

MR. WELBERS: Okay. Now, | don't have to
read everything, as you watched ne do on sone of
t hose cases before, because this has al ready
been read into the record. W have had nore
than one hearing on this matter. As a matter of
fact, this case was closed out by our Board
sonetinme ago and sent on to the County Board,
with a recommended -- a recomendation not to go
forward with it because there were unanswered

guestions and there were questions that were
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i ntroduced by the Interested Parties who were
there then that the Devel oper didn't answer.
And so that's where we sent it to the County
Boar d.

This is a case that's ultinately a

Conditional Use, ultimately their decision, and

we didn't think the case was conplete. Well,
they didn't either, and they noved that we co
back, bring it back, put it back on the agend
whi ch we have done, and speak only about four
topics inrelation to this. Don't have to op
the case all up again, but we needed to talk
four topics:

One being the inpacts to property val ues

Anot her bei ng general health and safety;

Noi se and sound effects;

e

a,

en

on

And the inpacts to a child who |ives very

near to the devel opnent who is autistic.

And so that's what we are going to do, i
address those subjects.

Now, we had sound in our last hearing th
we held on this, and real estate values were
addressed by the Devel oper's expert wtness,

cross-examnation fromthe Interested Parties

S

at

and
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were here at the tine.

And so tonight | believe the expert
wWitness is going to be on the health and the
autistic child; is that correct?

M5. DONARSKI: Yes, the sound or the
I npact .

MR. VELBERS. The inpact on that child.

So we're going to | et the Devel oper, the
Devel oper of this project, bring that expert
W tness forward and | et that wtness testify
regarding this matter. The witness will then be
subject to be cross-exam ned by each and every
one of you. And when you do that, try to do it
in terns of questions of the witness at the
tine.

After the Devel oper ultimately rests,
every one of you that has testinony is
allowed -- wll be allowed to cone up here, they
woul d al so be subject to cross-exam nation, and
| ay your opinions, your feelings into the
record. That's what we want you to do. And we
have got four hours tonight. Hopefully everyone
can get theirs in and we can nove this on.

So again, as you listen to the expert
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W tness and whatever it is that the Devel oper
has to testify to tonight, and ask questions of
that person, limt it to questions. It's so
easy to get off and start to express your
opinion. That cones |later. W have to keep
things in order.

And our court reporter does an amazing job
of capturing this as long as we do things in
order. And the real purpose of our neeting here
tonight -- | nean, our Board wll -- you know,
if we conclude all the testinony, our Board wl |
vote to close the case out, either with a
reconmendati on to devel op or a recommendati on
not to develop. There's also the possibility of
a deadl ock, but that doesn't happen often. But
the real purpose is to create the public case so
t hat everyone knows, you know, the best of all
information is available for both sides, for the
County Board to nake the appropriate decision.
This is ultimately their decision.

Now, | presune we have a w tness that
woul d i ke to cone forward?

M5. DONARSKI: | think they have an

attorney present.
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MR. SNYDER: |'ll introduce him
M5. DONARSKI :  Ckay.
TROY SNYDER
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH. Coul d you pl ease state your
nanme and address for the record.

MR. SNYDER: Troy Snyder, 3519 Nort heast
15th, Portland, Oregon, 97212.

M5. NEMETH  What street?

MR. SNYDER: Northeast 15th.

M5. DONARSKI: And if you coul d speak up
| ouder so everybody can hear, even in the back.
The m crophones do not work.

MR. SNYDER: Thank you for allowing us to
cone back once again. Have a few wi tnesses here
wi th nme tonight.

Ben Jacobi, counsel who was here last tine
with us, he had a conflict for tonight. So Sean
Pluta, his colleague, is filling in for him

And then we do have one w tness who was

held up with his travel. He's not here yet.
He's on his way. W are still proceeding
regardless. It's TBDif we're still going when
he gets here, so. But we still want to proceed.
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So | just want to acknow edge that sonebody is
still on the way.

At this tinme I'll just hand it over to
Sean.

MR. PLUTA: Hi, good evening. M nane is
Sean Pluta. |'man attorney representing Cherry
Sol ar.

As you just heard, this is a continuation
of the April 18th hearing on a limted set of
gquestions that the County Board has asked the
Zoni ng Board of Appeals to hear additional
evi dence on.

At the | ast neeting, Cherry Sol ar
presented Andrew Lines, a real estate appraisal
expert who testified on open issues of solar
facilities' inpacts on property values. You
al so heard Andrew Lines testify in support of
the Pivot project |ast week.

We al so presented Tad Hardy, a sound
engi neering expert, who testified that sound
fromthe facility will not extend past the
property boundaries, and thus will have no
ef fect on the neighboring properties.

The remai ning i ssues we are addressing
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tonight relate to health and safety questions
rai sed by witnesses, and whether a solar
facility would pose special concerns for a child
with autismwho |ives near the project.

Toni ght GreenKey is presenting two
W t nesses, and potentially a third. The first
wWitness is lan Cardosi and the second witness is
Dr. Steven Wahls. |If M. Jeffrey Szabo is able
to make it here, then he would be our third
W t ness, but we are prepared to nove forward
wi t hout him

M. Cardosi is a master electrician with
100 Anps, here in Princeton, and is an expert on
solar facilities and rel ated safety concerns,
and can speak to the safety of installing,
operating and working around solar facilities
and why those solar facilities do not pose a
threat to the health and safety of the
communi ty.

Dr. Steven Wahls is a specialist in famly
medi cine, wth over 43 years of experience.
Dr. Wahl s has experienced treating children wth
neur odevel opnental chal |l enges, and is famliar

wi th eval uating environnental stressors to
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children with hyper- and hyposensitives.

Dr. WAhl s has reviewed Kimey-Horn's sound
studi es which were presented at the | ast
neeting, and revi ewed nedical and scientific
peer-revi enwed papers addressing the concerns
raised by the Gllan famly. Dr. WAhls has al so
reviewed the articles and testinony submtted by
the Gllan famly relating to their concerns,
and is prepared to respond to those statenents.

Dr. WAhls will testify that this solar
farm which does not generate any sound past the
property boundaries, wll not negatively inpact
the health of the child with auti sm next door.

To echo what | know was shared at the | ast
meeting, the scope of tonight's hearing is
narrow and neant to cover the presentation of
remai ni ng open i ssues which were addressed by
the Chairman and what | just covered.

Wth that, | thank you for your tinme, and
| welconme M. Cardosi to present his testinony
and take questions.

| AN CARDCSI ,

being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH. Could you state your nanme and
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address for the record, please.

MR. CARDOSI: |an Cardosi.

M5. NEMETH. Can you spell Cardosi?

MR CARDOSI: CGA-RDOS-1, 49 East
Thonpson Street, Princeton, Illinois.

MR. VELBERS: Go ahead, sir.

MR. CARDOSI: Okay. | have been worKking
with GreenKey and these guys. | have been in
the industry 25 years, with solar, utility. |
wor ked 15 years for a local utility, Cornbelt
Energy, as a distribution engineer. W did a
| ot of line designs, all that stuff.

W started, about 12 years ago, doing a
lot with the solar as it becone popul ar and
things like that. So we had sone policies and
things |ike that we did.

And then about six years ago, | decided to
junp ship and go out on nmy own and start a sol ar
conpany and do it fromthe ground up. So we
have done dozens of installs, ranging from
banks, healthcare facilities, farmfields, a |ot
of farms, houses, residential. W have done
them all over the state.

And then here a couple years ago, | net up
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with these guys and we started doi ng devel opnent
pl anning and things like that, getting into the
bi gger fields. Wth nmy utility background,
that's kind of where | wanted to go.

Being a local guy here in Princeton, from

Princeton, born and raised, spent nost of ny

life here -- | did go away, |ived out on the
East Coast for ten years -- but, you know, |
have heard a | ot of the concerns, | have been

comng to the neetings, and as a | ocal taxpayer,
| wanted to nmake sure that, you know, we are
doing things properly. | have dealt with many
di fferent solar conpanies | do consult for, and
there's definitely sonme interesting ones out

t here.

But we have taken the initiative, as a
conpany, to go out there and nmaintain the
systens that are here and | ocal areas and then
help with these devel opnent projects. Because
they are beconm ng nore and nore, and there's
quite a few that are going.

And as | said before, we have put them on

everything. There's a |ot of people that have

them residential, everything. W have never
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had any safety issues or concerns wth anybody.
As far as all of us being trained to go out
there, we -- very little instances. Typically
you put the solar systens on, they don't neke a

| ot of noise, they really -- they are pretty out
of sight, out of mnd. |In fact, people put them
in and five years |ater forget they even have
them So we just haven't w tnessed anythi ng bad
that' s happened or health concerns.

Noi se, when we address that, they asked ne
to -- you know, what | thought about it. | have
been around plenty of them day and night,
wor ked on hundreds of them and nobody's ever
conpl ai ned about it. They're in the mddle of
residential areas. You're talking little fans
and stuff Iike that.

So ny biggest thing was, |'m here as,

i ke, local support and stuff. As | have said
bef ore, anybody ever has any questions, our
office is right in the Cark House here in
Princeton on Main Street. | would take anybody
out to the fields, anything to help out to -- so
that you guys have better famliarity with them

as renewabl e energy is conmng front and center.
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So any questions?
MR. WELBERS: | bet there wll be.
MR, CARDOSI: | figured. |'mbetter at
answeri ng questions than tal king, sorry.
MR. VELBERS:. Counsel ?
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PLUTA:

Q
A.

Q

Could I ask one clarifying question of you?
Yes.

You spoke about the installations that you have
perfornmed across Illinois in the past ten years
or so.

Yeah.

Does that use simlar equi pnent to the

equi pnent that's bei ng proposed here?

Yes. A hundred percent, yup.

You said that includes ones that were racked on
top of schools, healthcare facilities?

Yes.

Resi dences?

Yup. They rack themon or on the sides of. A

lot of tinmes they'll put the inverters on the
sides of the buildings so there will be easy
access.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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A lot of public areas, |ike your bigger
pl aces that are worried about, |ike, vandalism
and stuff, they will rack themup on top of
r oof s.

Sure.

O herwi se, we rack themin basenents. W have
themin basenents of bank facilities.

Sure.

And you, yourself, have worked, you know,
anong solar facilities and other things that can
produce EMFs, correct?

Yes.

And you have been around a bunch of ot her
peopl e in your profession that do?

Yup.

Have you ever heard of anybody experiencing
heal th inpacts due to EMFs?

| haven't been approached by it, no.

You' re not aware of any?

|"mnot aware. |It's never been an issue as far
as, you know, that's been brought to our
attenti on.

MR. PLUTA: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. VWELBERS: Do you have questions, Kris?

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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M5. DONARSKI: | do.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. DONARSKI :
Q | an, have you ever been around a 4.99-negawatt

commercial solar --

A Yes.

Q -- energy facility?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. | didn't have -- | was just wanted to
clarify that.

A Yup.

Q Because | heard you say a | ot about at hones
and farns, so.

A. 4.9 is really -- | nean, it's at the high end
of, like, the general solar stuff, but we have
-- you know, | have a couple clients that we
have over a negawatt. It's on roofs, so it's
very famliar.

They are all really the sane, it's just
you' re adding inverter characteristics and
you're adding transforners and a couple
di fferent things, but yeah.

Q So --
A Every systembasically is simlar.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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Ri ght .

But just to clarify, have you ever worked
on a 4.99-negawatt ?
Yes.

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. That was just ny
guestion. Thank you.

MR, CARDOSI:  Yup. Yup.

MR. VELBERS:. That's all you have?

M5. DONARSKI: That's all | have.

MR, VELBERS:. Gkay. Wo's first?

Go ahead, sir. State your nane for the
court reporter.

MR. SOLDATI: Devin Sol dati.

| didn't knowif it was an appropriate

time to ask where the first two gentl enen were

fron? | just couldn't hear them
MR. VELBERS. Say that one nore tine.
MR, SCLDATI: | couldn't hear where the

first two gentlenmen were from from back here.
M5. NEMETH He didn't hear where the
first gentlenen were from the first two
speakers.
MR. VELBERS: You nean fromthese peopl e?
MR. SOLDATI: Wiere they were fronf
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MR, VWELBERS. GCkay. Go ahead.
MR. SNYDER: Conpany or | ocation?
MR. SOLDATI: Locati on.
MR. SNYDER: | live in Portland, O egon.
MR PLUTA: | live in St. Louis.
MR. SOLDATI: Thank you.
MR, VELBERS. Lori, go ahead.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. FRY:
Q Do you live next to a solar farnf

A

| do not live next to a solar farm
MS. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. SUTTON:

Q

> O >» O >» O

Do you represent G eenKey Solar or do you
represent G eenKey Devel opnent ?

G eenKey So- or G eenKey Devel opnent is who
we - -

So you do not represent G eenKey Sol ar?
Well, it's the sane or --

No, it is not.

Ckay. Yeah, | nean, okay.

So which do you represent?

| work with both of them It depends. So |
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work with Troy and Hunter, which are the owners
of that, so.
Ckay. So what conpany is this tonight that we
are tal ki ng about ?
GreenKey Solar is the one that we are talking
about .
So GreenKey Sol ar has a revoked |license in
IIlinois. G eenKey Devel opnent does not.
Ckay. Sorry, it would have been --
Just a clarification question.
That woul d have been for that one, yup.

MR, VELBERS: Karen?

M5. STREMLAU. Karen Strenl au.

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. STREMLAU:

Q

Have any of solar farns that you have put up
been al ong the State hi ghway?

Yeah, | have put up solar along State hi ghways
for farm use.

Where was that |ocated at?

There was one on 79 going out south of Kewanee,
down t here past the curves.

Gkay. Can you tell nme what the topography is?
Is it hilly? Is it flat?

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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o > O >

Fl at .
Ckay.
Yup.
Have you ever -- do you believe that there
woul d be glare fromthe panels that are on a
sol ar farn®
No. No.
Have you ever been above a solar farmto know
for sure?
Yes. Standing on top of buildings, |ooking
down at arrays and stuff, yes, and al so on
canopies, yes. |If we go to inspect panels, we
don't physically go out and clinb a roof to
I nspect the panels. W'Il| get it froma high
point or fly a drone, and so | see it quite
of ten.

MR. VELBERS: O her questions of this
W t ness?

Go ahead, Nanette.

M5. G LLAN: Nanette G I an.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. G LLAN:

Q

You said you have done installs on various

farms in Illinois. Were?
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We have done a ton over mainly in, like, Henry
County. Henry County is the biggest one.
Kewanee area. There's -- if you drive around
out in the thing down there, we have got a
coupl e big ones down south, Peoria County. You
have -- Stark County, we have quite a few in
Stark County.

How many are "tons"?

| would say we have -- who | was hel ping wth,
installs, we were doing -- like, they have 1300
syst emns.

I n Henry County?
No, Henry County is probably close to 300, |
woul d say, that we touched.
So are they all simlar to this one, in that
t hey woul d have 17,000 panel s?
No, they are not. They are smaller scal e but
of the sane --
So how many panel s?
Sane, like, actual material and stuff is being
used, as far as the panels and racking.

M5. CARLS: Jessica Carls.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. CARLS:
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O

O

O

o > O »

> o >» O >» O » O >

How many simlar to this have you worked on, in
t hose various --

As far as -- they are just com ng on.

So how many? Qut of those 1200 --

Oh, zero are the exact sane size.

Zer o?

Yeah.

Ckay.

Over in Henry County, yeah.

Just in the |ocal area, zero?

One that | have actually worked on, yeah.
Because there's --

They brought you in as an expert on this one,

which is not simlar to all these other ones?

| -- towus it is. 1'lIl be honest with you, to
me and our conpany it is. It's just a bigger
scale. Everything is scalable. It's all the

same equi pnent.

But to the people living around it, it's not
going to be the sane, right?

It's --

The nunber of panels versus what you're --
|f you're --

-- what they're proposing, it's not simlar?
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A panel is a panel. | nean, yes, you're
tal ki ng nore.
Ri ght .
But | would say, you know, as far as | ooks,
they are the sane.
We're not talking |ooks. W're talking
functionality and noise and all those sorts of
t hi ngs.
Noi se isn't going to be --
You said nore inverters on ones like this.
But they are further away.
But they -- soneone testified to earlier was
that -- or in the last neeting were that
Inverters are what nmakes the noise, correct?
Correct.
So if it has nore inverters, you're going to
assune it's going to nmake nore noi se?
But at a further distance.

So we have sone sites that have, let's
say, eight inverters that are right up next to
an office building, okay. Were, to ne, that's

where you would -- | nean, if you were hearing

t hat noise, you wouldn't want to put it right on

the side of an office building.
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We have them on banks. There's eight
inverters, and their fans are cranking, and you
don't hear them when you step away fromthem

Like | said, if anybody wants to go see
them | can show banks of multiple ones. These
inverters that we are doing, they put themin
racks. It's not like all 40 of themare right
in one. They separate themout. So you m ght
have 20 here. |In sone banks they'll do, I|ike,
ten, ten, and things |ike that.

That's why | say it's simlar to what we
do. It's just a different scale. W are
actually going into the | arger ones now, so.

M5. G LLAN. | have one nore question.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. G LLAN:

Q
A

So you're testifying as a noise expert?
| wouldn't say |I'ma noise expert, but | would
say that | have been around it | ong enough
that | --
But you're not an expert on noise?
No, | am not an expert on noi se.

MR, VELBERS:. Lori is next.

EXAM NATI ON
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BY M5. FRY:
Q VWhat is the |argest anpunt of sol ar panel s that

you have been around?

A. | have been around a 5-negawatt AC si ze.

Q How many?

A One.

Q One?

A It's --

Q Not 17, 0007

A. No.

Q Ckay. And have you ever sat out in the country
at night?

A. Yeah. Yup.

Q In the quiet?

A. And | have went out and sat in a field too, one

of the solar fields.

Q Ckay. Around 17,000 of then?

A. Yes. CQutside of -- actually outside, | have
went to two of themwth ny famly. M/ daughter
pl ays soccer and travels around. W went to
them and | sat outside the fence to listen to
see if there was noise, after the first hearing
that we had a bunch of stuff. Nothing.

MR. WELBERS: State your nane.
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MS. DEBNAR: Rebecca Debnar.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DEBNAR

Q

O

> O > O >

So you're tal king about the panels you put on
hospital s, about the ones you put on banks.

You' re tal king about a baseball gane. So
there's other noise around those at the tine,.
Most of the banks, the hospitals, they are going
to be in residential areas, correct? There's
going to be street noise? There's going to be
ot her noise that's around. So you're not
listening solely to the inverters. Even at a
basebal | gane, because that's --

Correct. Qut on a farm--

You're not listening to just the inverters,
correct?

Correct.

Thank you.

On t hose.

That's all |'m asking.

Qut on the agriculture, where there is a bunch
of them | nean, we do have inverter banks, you
can sit there and hear the birds chirp. You'll

hear the fans when you're up next to them And
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this is out in the mddle of a cornfield.
You'l | hear themas you're next to them But as
you go further away, you don't hear them
Do you have any hypersensitivity to sound?
No.

M5. DEBNAR:  Ckay.

M5. STETSON: Conni e Stetson.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. STETSON:

> O

> O >» O >» O >» O

So you don't have any in Bureau County yet?

As far as these fields?

Sol ar.

No. We're working on --

You have no solar in Bureau County what soever?
OCh, yeah, we have solar in Bureau County, yes.
You kept saying Henry.

Per sonal ones that we have done, yes, | do have
t hem here, yes.

How many of those?

| probably have -- 1'd have to | ook at ny
thing, but it's 20-plus. | have themall over.
|'"mjust saying -- and another thing is, | live
on a farmand | love the noise | don't hear.

Ckay. | nean, it's -- in ny opinion, it's |ess
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than a fan for a grain dryer. | nean, that's --
That's a seasonal thing.
(I ndi scerni ble crosstal k by
mul ti pl e audi ence nenbers.)
COURT REPORTER: | amgoing to stop before

this gets out of control.

First of all, | would Ilike everybody to
state their nane. | amtrying to keep track,
but | have a hard tine. | don't know

everybody's nanes. So before you tal k, just
state your nane.

And everybody, one at a tine or you are
not going to be on the record. So if you want

your coment on the record, one at a tine.

Thank you.
VMR. W\ELBERS: | saw an arm
MS. CARLS: Jessica Carls.

EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. CARLS:

Q

If this project gets approved, are you working
for thenf

| wll be helping them yes.

So you'll be --

As a |l ocal support for those projects.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 31

> O > O

So you'll be getting paid to work for thenf
Yes.
Ckay.
But | also will be where -- they brought ne in
to help get local contractors, work with all the
| ocal s, because that's what we do now.

When | devel op projects of our own, that's
what we do.

MR, VEELBERS: Karen.

M5. STREMLAU. Karen Streni au.

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. STREMLAU.

Q

So you say you have put up several personal

solar farns. Do you have one in your front

yard?
No. | live in town.

MR. VELBERS: | saw anot her arm back
t here.

MS. SCLDATI: Devin Soldati.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR SOLDATI :

Q

So your presence on the stand, with the
financial incentives that you just admtted to

having in this project, do you believe that that
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skews your opinion or presents any bias to the

case?

No. The reason | say nois, | do it
personally, and people that call, we're very
sel ective of who we do. | do all local stuff.
| live here in Princeton. |'mon the |ocal

zoni ng board here in Princeton.

| had a | ot of opposition to the first
solar farmthat they wanted to put in Princeton
because of the location, but it was because we
were using taxpayers' ground to put that solar.
It wasn't the |ocation, physical or anything.

It was because the City owned the ground, and
t he conpany wasn't paying anything for that
ground. So we were getting no incone off it.
So | didn't think that was right.

In these cases, we're devel oping solar on
private ground. | nean, everybody has a choice
of what they want to do with their ground.

So why did the Cty not get any noney for these
solar farns on the Cty property?

On the Gty property? Because they're the --
the | MEA dictates. So what they do is, for
their thing the Gty didn't really have a say.
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They just go to the cities and ask if they have
ground that they could do that for, that it
makes it | ook green and stuff and helps with the
portfolio to get sone renewabl es.

Wul d they not be getting tax revenue generated
fromthat?

Nope. That was ny objection. No -- no -- the
City of Princeton, if we give up the ground,

whi ch they did give up sone ground that's not
prime devel opnent ground here in Princeton,

whi ch, you know, | still have -- I'"'mnot a -- |
don't like to put solar where solar don't
belong, and it doesn't. It has to benefit
everybody, in ny personal opinion, and it
doesn't.

And where was this?

The Gty was out at the Tech Park, where the
wat er treatment plant was.

So we've spent tons of noney, as taxpayers
here in town, to develop that ground for
tech-type busi nesses and everything. And a
solar field didn't really fit it, but it was
ground that the Cty of Princeton had.

And what is the ground currently being used
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for?
A. Nothing. Farmng. It's -- so | should say
farm ng.
Q So it's a greenscape?
A Yes, yup.
MR. VELBERS. Lori was next. Lori, go
ahead, rem nd the court reporter of your nane.

MR. FRY: Lori Fry.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. FRY:
Q You said you're selective about where you put
your solar panels. You know, |I find that hard

to believe, because | know there were several
letters sent out fromwhere this area i s going
to be.

| nmean, so, | nmean, how is that being
sel ective?

A. And what | said, too, is that each person owns
your ground. | think you have the right to
choose what you want to do with that ground.

| f sonebody cane to ne, like the Gty --
i ke what happened on the Gty of Princeton, |
stood ny ground and said what | felt about it.

And that was an i nstance where | didn't believe
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it was the right spot, but it wasn't because of
t he geographic |ocation or anything. The
building is right next door. It was because the
financial inpact, that it doesn't give anything.
We're just giving ground for nothing.

This -- these projects wll have, for one,
tax revenue, but then you create local jobs to
build the stuff and things |ike that.

Two.

Huh?

W were -- at the last neeting we were told
that it's two full-tinme jobs, twd, and then, you
know, subcontractors. So that's --

They cone in, but --

| nmean, that's --

So if we're using -- if we are using a | ocal
contractor as the contractor to do the repairs,
that is -- that is going right into the | ocal
econony.

Ri ght. \What about the seed dealer, the
fertilizer conpany and --

That's all local. W're going to buy all the
seed from - -

-- the, like, small-town farner? How about all
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t hose people? You're hurting nore than just
one.

A. They are still getting --

Q You' re hel pi ng two.

MR. VELBERS: Now, you've got to be
careful, Lori. There's a little bit of personal
coment, which you'll be able to cone and do.

M5. FRY: Sorry.

MR. VELBERS: Neil was next.

MR N G LLAN: Neil Gllan.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR N G LLAN:
Q Do you think these belong on prinme farm ground?
A. | think it's a farnmer's choice, and that's ny
opinion. It's the farner's choice. He owns the

gr ound.

MR. VWELBERS:. Counsel, sonething you want
to counsel your w tness on?

MR. PLUTA: Not ny wtness. | just wanted
to remnd that we have a limted scope, and he's
here for health and safety. So prine farn and
and tax stuff is getting a little afar.

MR. VELBERS: You've got a point there.

Who was next? Go ahead, Conni e.
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MS. STETSON: Conni e Stetson.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. STETSON:

Q

O

o > O >

So you say that the |andowner -- if they want

to doit, that's fine, right? So what about the
nonpartici pating | andowner that's next door?
They don't have a say? You don't care?

| didn't say | didn't care.

Vell, it's sounds like it.

| care. No, |I'msaying, specifically to that
ground, that it's -- | wouldn't want sonebody
telling ne -- |'"ma personal taxpayer here in

Bureau County too. So I'mnot going to sit here
and vote for sonething, but I'"mnot going to

j udge what you use your ground for. |'mjust
not going to do it.

But you don't think the nonparticipating person
that's next door doesn't have a right?

| didn't say they didn't have a right.

For safety?

| don't -- there's no safety concerns.

Well, yes, there is, because Pivot had a wnd
guy here last tine and the question to him

was - -

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 38

MR. VWELBERS:. Don't testify, Connie. You
can do that --
M5. STETSON: |I'mgoing to ask him
VMR, VWELBERS:. GCkay. Go ahead.
Q (By Ms. Stetson:) He stated that he woul dn't
live next to it. Wat about you, for safety

reasons bhecause of the wi nd?

A |"d live next toit. |If ny house was next to
it, 1'dlive next to it.

Q How cone you don't have one on your roof?

A. Because | don't have any roof and | have trees
that shade it.

Q So you don't have solar at all?

A Nope.

Q And you're pushing it on other people?

A. "' mnot pushing it on other people.

Q Wll, it sounds like it.

MR, VELBERS: Nanette.
M5. G LLAN: Nanette GIIan.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. G LLAN:
Q You stated that you objected to the use of
pri me devel opnent ground for a solar farm but

yet we have prinme farm and and that's okay?
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A. It was prine devel opnent ground --

MR. WELBERS: We're kind of off.

A. -- that the Gty owns, and we are not
generating anything fromthat. Now, if they
wanted to pay us, fine. |f they wanted to pay
the Gty, and us taxpayers are not taking the
burden on it, use it.

M5. G LLAN. Can | ask one nore thing? |
know it's probably not on health and safety, but
| guess ny question is --

MR. VELBERS: Well, you have four
categories it can be under, | guess. But go
ahead, ask your questi on.

Q (By Ms. Gllan:) WlIl, |I'mwondering, you
know, if you're getting paid for it, it's okay.
So if they would pay the rest of us farm owners
all around, then it would be okay, right?

MR. VWELBERS: Well, that's kind of.

M5. SUTTON: Colette Sutton.

EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. SUTTON

Q Can | ask a point of clarification? Wat is
the nane of the conpany that you own or you

represent?
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100 Anps.

What is your relationship wwth G eenKey Sol ar
or GreenKey Devel opnent? | don't have that
clear in ny m nd.

They have -- |'m buddies with the owners, okay,
and they have hired ne --

Excuse ne. You're buddi es?

Buddi es with the owners.

Who is the owner?

Troy and Hunter.

And | have been -- they have ne consulting
to help themw th projects on the devel opnent
si de because we are a | ocal conpany.

So what is your conpany?

100 Anps.

100 Anps is the nane of your conpany?
Yup.

And you are consulting wth?

Yes.

Wth who?

Wth G eenKey.

Wth G eenKey?

Yes.

O G eenKey Devel opnent ?
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G eenKey Devel opnent.

Ckay.

Actually, to get down to it, Renewable Acres is
the EPC on it and they're the ones building it,
so.

Coul d you run that by ne again?

W have -- there's two on the permts. There's
a devel oper, and then there's the EPC who's
going to build it. And what we are talking
about doing is building it.

Ckay. So, M. Cardosi, your official role is
wi th G eenKey Devel opnent ?

Correct.

As what ?

As hel ping out with the devel opnent of the
sites in whatever capacity, for |ocal.

And then what's your represent -- who's the
other entity that you are dealing wth?

On a couple of the other projects, we deal

wth --

No, this project in particular.

This project in particular is with G eenKey

Sol ar .

Total ly?
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A Yes.
Q Ckay. So you're with G eenKey Devel opnent ?
A Yes.
MR. VWELBERS:. Are there any other
questions for this wtness tonight?
(No verbal response.)
MR. VELBERS:. Does the Board have any
speci fic questions.
M5. SMTH: | have one.
MR. WELBERS: (Go ahead, Shirley.
M5. SMTH: There's soneone back there.
MR. VWELBERS: Go ahead. Just a second.
Go ahead, sir. State your nane one nore
tinme.
MR. SOLDATI: Devin Sol dati .
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SOLDATI :
Q "' mjust wondering, were you up here speaking
about the health and safety?
A. Yeah.
Q And what background do you have to consi der
yourself a health and safety expert?
A. So the biggest thing we were doing is

t hey asked about, |ike, we have been around it
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and went through. | have been famliar with it.

Safety issues as far as, you know, | know
at the last neeting the wind and all this other
stuff, trajectory of panels and stuff, we have
had experience with that during the storns and
what happens with the panels.

The sound, we are around it every day, so
yeah. Any concerns about any public safety,
we're there. W help our clients with the
devel opnent systens and stuff. W keep them
saf e.

So you don't have a nedi cal background?

No. Nope.

And the solar that you have had -- how many
years in the industry?

Huh?

How many years do you have in the industry?

| have 25 years in the industry.

Over those 25 years in the industry, you don't
bel i eve that your brain has desensitized your
response to these sounds?

No.

Ckay. So for a child with hypersensitivity,

you don't believe that --
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A

| don't know. |'mnot a nedical expert.
You' re asking ne personally. | nean, we are out
in the environnent. |I'mnot in an enclosed area
with them So, | nean, we are out in an

envi ronment where you're near themfor short
periods of tinme to |long periods of tine,
dependi ng on what you're doing.
So if you're sitting in aroomwth, like, a
box fan, let's say, you eventually forget that
that sound is there, correct?
Yes.
So you don't believe that that's the case with
t hese sounds emtted fromthe solar farnms, for
you personal ly?
| wouldn't know unless | lived next to them

MR. VWELBERS. Are you good?
SOLDATI :  Yeabh.
VWELBERS: Mary, you had a question.
ROVANELLI : Mary Romanel |i.

EXAM NATI ON

» D D

BY M5. ROVANELLI :

Q

| read today that in Europe it's recommended
that no one live within one mle of a solar

farm Are you aware of that?
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A. No. | nean, we're putting themin backyards.
"' mnot aware of that. | have never, ever heard
of it.
MR. WELBERS: Did you have a question,
Kar en?

MS. STREMLAU: Yes. Karen Strenl au.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. STREM_AU:
Q Wth a solar farmthis size, how many inverters
wll be onsite?
A 40.

MR. DI CKI NSON:  Brian Di cki nson.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR DI CKI NSON:

Q Wien you're in the field or any of your
co-wor kers, do you guys wear earplugs or
anything to protect your ears, like you would in
a factory?

A. Nope. W do have a couple of factories that we
do wear earplugs or earnuffs when we're inside
iIf we have to do anything, but not when we are
outside with the inverters or the panels.

Q Coul d you descri be what you're doing inside,

why you woul d have to wear those?
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So the electrical connections inside. So when
we do inspections or have to work on sonet hi ng,
we have to go inside the building to disconnect
the power and things like that.

MR. DICKINSON. Can | just keep going, one
nor e?

(By M. Dickinson:) Have you ever -- with
damage and safety, have you ever experienced
panel s that have been damaged - -

Yes.

-- severely damaged?

Coul d you descri be to the audi ence what
that kind of |ooks Iike or what kind of storm
you saw t hat take place after?

So a few years ago we had, down in Gl esburg,
sone straight-line winds went through. At one
of the banks, it's out in their yard, and a few
panels were blown off. Sonething nust have hit
t hem or done sonething, but they come off. They
had a bunch of trees down, a bunch of damage,
and the panels cone off.

The way they're conducted and the way they
caught, they just fall right in front of the

array.
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Then we see a lot of hail damage, tree
damage and stuff like that to the panels. And
they basically just shatter, kind of |ike a car
w ndow, where they don't fully break because
they're the glass and everything, so.

Was that |ocation in Gal esburg in town or
out si de of town?

Ri ght on the edge.

And they blew apart?

Huh?

Sone of them blew off, blew apart?

Two of them blew off, yeah.

Qut si de of town?

Yeah.

As far as a wi ndshield breaks, sonetines
there's little -- splintered little shards
around the crinme scene. EMIs can agree wth
t hat .

Did you see any little shards in any of

the areas after hail damage?

The panels did not break.

Have you ever seen danage be invited at these
sol ar panels or, perhaps, conpanies that want to

go with older fossil fuels and they are getting

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 48

their jobs taken away and it just invites maybe
nore glass, graffiti, destruction? |In an area
that's outside of town, we have people that |ike
to booze cruise, unfortunately, and | don't know
i f you have ever -- have you seen anything |ike
that --
Nope.
-- where damage has been invited to those
| ocations in rural areas?
The only -- the latest one was a golf ball,
where his daughter was out in the backyard
playing golf with it and snoked one of the solar
panels with a golf ball. That just put a hole
init.

We have seen where tree branches cone
t hrough and they bent the solar panel, the
nodul e itself. W go out there, take them off
and put new ones on.
One | ast question then. Wuld you prefer to
see these on rich soil and farml and or on top of
bui I dings i ke the new distribution center
outside of Princeton, whatever it's called, the

new one, It starts wwth an O?

| personally don't have -- like | said, it's --
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each individual who owns the property, it's
t hey choose to do.
MR. VWELBERS: Go ahead, Neil.
MR N G LLAN: Neil Gllan.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR N. G LLAN:
Q Have you ever done any of the ones that are

suspended above parking | ots?

A Yup.
Q How do you -- how are they suspended?
A. Sane way they are on the ground. They j ust

build a canopy. D d one for a bank over in
Mlan and then also down in Galva. And the
suspended up with steel structures in the g
and everyt hi ng.
MR. WELBERS: State your name one nore
tinme.
MR. SOLDATI: Devin Sol dati .
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SOLDATI :
Q So what's the | argest nunber of inverters t
you' ve worked with on a single property?
A. It would be 40 -- or -- yeah, 40.
Q You' ve worked with 407

what

y are

round

hat
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Yeah.

And how many tinmes? Once.

A couple tinmes. But yeah, there's not nuch --
we were out visiting and helping with the
project, the contractor.

What's the average size of a solar farmthat
you work on, how many inverters?

Anywhere from |'d say, the |larger ones we have
wi || have close to 20.

Just on average, about 207

Average is going to be down because of the
residential systens. As far as the
hundr ed- net er syst ens.

Ckay. And you're aware that sound increases
exponential |l y?

(Nods head.)

So 40 inverters, as opposed to -- let's even
say 20, to be conservative, is going to be not
double, it's going to be an exponential nunber?
They're not going to be in the sane -- all 40

i nverters on the projects aren't in the one
single, isolated area. W m ght have 15
inverters on one single wall, on a steel wall --

So you're saying --
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A. -- and the noise, | would think, would be a | ot
greater.
Q So you're saying that you have never worked on

a reqgular basis with this many inverters and
been exposed to that sound and negahertz?
A. "Il just say that's what we are -- that is the

di rection we are going to.

Q kay.
A. We are -- our business is expanding into that
mar ket .

MR, SCLDATI: Just clarifying your
experi ence. Thank you.
M5. G LLAN: Nanette G I an.
EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. G LLAN.

Q You said that you have seen the panels cracked
by hail or a golf ball. And when that happens,
they don't -- nothing -- they don't emt
anything into the ground? There's nothing that
woul d cone out of themto damage anythi ng?

A. Nope. Nope. | can -- | nean, ny daughter, 1'd
let her -- | have had -- we put it to the test
up at our shop, let her throw --

Q So are residential solar panels the sane as,
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i ke, an industrial solar factory that they're
going to put in?
Yes. Usually black-on-black is a little bit
smaller. But as far as material w se, sane
stuff.
So all the studies that have been out there
that say that they emt toxic waste into the
ground when they're cracked and stuff, all those
studi es are wong, you're correct?
' m sayi ng, when we go out there, we don't get
a |lot of damage that you don't -- | nean,
there's no --
Do you test the soil?
No, but we don't -- there's no |iquids or
anything in there, so | nean.

MR. VELBERS: Are we good? Qur Board has
a few questions if everybody here is conplete.

(No verbal response.)
MR. WELBERS: Shirley, you had a question?
EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. SM TH:

Since you're local, you're famliar with the
wind in this area?

Uh- huh.
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However, you do live in town and many of the
folks here live out in the country.

So nmy question has to do with derecho-
type, tornadic-type winds. Recently we -- our
nei ghbors here in Iowa had pieces of different
objects fly a hundred m | es away.

Wth ny health and safety, if we were to
have -- and we do have a | ot of, you know,
tornados. W have had sone recently. Wat is
your experience with regard to that?

So | spent 15 years at the REA, which is -- we
had 1300 mles of |awn, covered 13 counties out
in the country. They serve rural areas. That's
what the REAs were created for. So | have dealt
wWith storns in those 15 years. | have dealt

wi th them down in Bl oom ngton, ice storns, high
wi nds, everything else. 1|'ve dealt wth them on
the solar stuff.

They are designed -- when we do design
systens and everything, they are designed for
high winds at, like, 115 mles an hour and then,
i ke, a 25-pound snow | oad and stuff |ike that.
So we send it off to engineering to design the

stuff.
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And usual ly your wi nds, you know, if they
are recorded over that, we'll notice it, but
usually if sonmething flies through those panels,
it's going to damage it. \Wat | have seen so
far in these storns is everything has been
| ocalized. And if you have got a row of panels
i ke that desk, you m ght have a panel sitting
right out here. Because the wind is usually
quick and it snaps one or two panels and breaks
it off.

VWhat keeps it there? | nean, sonetines these
tornados are on the ground for nore than a
coupl e of mnutes. What keeps them you know,

frombeing lifted up and t hrown?

Tornado -- | have never seen one hit by a
tornado, so I don't know. | don't know
specifically. 1'mtalking high winds and stuff

i ke that we have seen go through flatl and
| ands.

And in that case that |I'mtal king about at
the bank, we literally picked up the panels and
put them back. They were not danaged.

Once those -- if that were to happen, you were

tal ki ng about the cracking glass and what -- how
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do they replace those? What happens to --

Q Ckay.

A. We just replace themw th new panel s.

MR. VWELBERS: Any ot her questions?

MR. PLUTA: | have a fewrebuttal. Sorry.

Was there sonebody behind ne?

MS. DONARSKI: Can | |

clarification question?

ust ask one

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. DONARSKI :
Q | an, you had said that the

Devel oper was

G eenKey Devel opnent, and then you said

sonet hi ng about a buil der.

of --

What was t he nanme

A. | was tal king about the other projects that we

have that were already approved. So that one's

Renewabl e Acr es.

Q Ckay.

A. Sorry. W got -- and | shouldn't have got

si detracked to anot her proj

ect.

Q So that wasn't with this project?

A No.
M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. Thank you.
MR, CARDOSI :  Yup.
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MR. VWELBERS: One nore question in the
back.
MR. SOLDATI: Just one nore. Devin
Sol dati .
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR SOLDATI :

Q

So you said that the panels that are damaged
are replaced with new panels. So what happens
with the old ones?

We either give them back to the distributor,
and then they are working on ways to recycle
them | don't know what happens to them to be
honest with you, after that.

So they are not currently in a recycl able
state, to your know edge?

To ny -- like, when we give them back, | do
beli eve they send themto be recycled. | can
find that out. W don't have a | ot of them
sorry.

Unsure of what they do wth thenf

Correct. It really depends on the conpany,
what -- |ike, who you buy themfrom the

di stributors and stuff |ike that.

Are the materials used by all these different
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conpani es about the sane, in terns of panels?

A. Yes.

Q So why, in your opinion, do you believe that
t he nodes of renoving these panels and getting
rid of themare different?

A. | don't think they're different. | don't know.

Q You just said --

A | don't know where the recycling is at right
now with sol ar panels, old sol ar panels.

Q So they may just be going into landfills and
contributing to pollution?

A | haven't seen them so.

MR. VWELBERS: Counsel, is there anything
el se you would |ike your witness to clarify?
MR. PLUTA: Yes, a fewlimted issues.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PLUTA:

Q The first, you nentioned that 5 negawatts was
about the max of projects that you have
personal |y been out and assisted on, correct?

A. Yes.

Q But just to clarify, in your personal
experi ence and not your direct personal

experience, you are aware that there are
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projects that are nuch bigger than 5 negawatts,
right?

A hundred percent, yes.

And on that scale, 5 negawatts, is that
considered a | arge commercial project?

Yeah, |'d say it's a |large commerci al project.
That's why it relates to what we do.

Right, but | guess in terns of the scale of
comercial projects, there are ones that are
50 negawatts, right?

A hundred percent.

There are ones that are a hundred?

And nme, personally, | represent that as nore of
an industrial type.

Ckay.

So a clarification would be nore industri al
type for the | arger ones.

kay. So there's an industrial category of
sol ar projects --

Yes.

-- that are nmagnitudes | arger?

Correct. Thousands of acres.

We got in your enploynent stuff a little bit.

| just want to clarify. You are not an enpl oyee
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of Cherry Solar, LLC?
Nope.
G eenKey - -
Nope.
-- Devel opnent ?

G eenKey Sol ar?
Nope.
You are just an enpl oyee of 100 Anp?
Correct.
And you have been hired as a contractor --
Correct.
-- for this project --
Yes, correct.
-- correct?

kay. Safety was a big issue and your
qualifications. You're a nmaster electrician;
that correct?
Correct.
And a large part of being an electrician is
safely maneuvering in and around el ectri cal
devi ces?
Equi pnent, vyes.
Those woul d i nclude solar facilities?

Yes.

IS
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So woul d you consi der yourself an expert of
under st andi ng the safety conponents wor ki ng
around a solar facility?

Yeah. W have to be trained for that, | nean,
yeah.

Ckay.

Qur insurance requires safety procedures for us
to be around that.

Last topic. You got a lot of questions about
sound. You're aware that Kimey-Horn provided a
sound study for this project, correct?

Yes.

And you're aware that in that study they
actual ly study where the inverters wll go on
the project and what |evel of noise you could
expect out of that at the project, correct?
Yes.

So appreciate that you provi ded personal

know edge, but is it fair to say that you would
defer to the Kim ey-Horn sound study in
reference to sounds that you woul d experience
around this project?

Yes.

MR. PLUTA: Ckay. Thanks so much.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 61

MR. VELBERS: | think you can sit down
NOW.

MR. CARDOSI: Cool. Al right.

MR. WELBERS: Wuld you like to bring
forward your second w tness?

DR. WAHLS: (Good eveni ng.

COURT REPORTER | need to swear you in.

STEVEN WAHLS, M D. ,

being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH. Could you state your nanme and
address for the record.

DR. WAHLS: Steven A. Wahls, WA-HL-S.
That's 60864 River RhmDrive in Bend, O egon.

So Sean did a good job, not only
I ntroducing nme, but bringing up a lot of ny
background and what | have to say. So | guess
that's your job.

But thanks for allowng nme to present this
evening. | ama board-certified famly
physi cian, and | think nost of you know what
that neans. |'ma native of Joliet, Illinois,
just up the highway here, and conpl eted ny
nmedi cal school and residency training in Chicago

at Rush University.
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| was self-enployed full-tinme in a full-
spectrumfam |y nedicine practice, and that
i ncl udes everything you would think of a famly
doctor doing. That was a few years ago. 24
years in a rural community, and then foll owed by
12 years as a faculty nenber at a -- our ngjor
Oregon teaching university, Oregon Health and
Sci ence University.

Can you hear back there? |'msorry, | can
tal k | ouder.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Just barely.

DR WAHLS: I'msorry. [I'Il try and
project alittle better.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you.

DR. WAHLS: My last full-time position at
the university did include continuing education
adm ni stration, developnent, quality inprovenent
and nedical informatics. So essentially
appl yi ng sone of the new conputer technol ogy as
to how we docunent nedically. | now work about
half-tinme in famly nmedicine in the city of
Rednond, Oregon. And | have submtted ny CV for
your review, so that's available if you need

sone nore i nformati on.
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In addition to nedi cal physiol ogy and
patient care, | do have a particular interest in
physi cs and have been asked to serve as an
expert witness here, not only to health effects
but on sonme of the information that's al ready
been submtted as evidence. And Cherry Solar is
t he one who's asked ne to cone.

| have reviewed sonme of the testinony from
this body from previous, especially nore recent,
testinony that's been shared, and you have t hat
on file. And also | have seen the docunentation
by Tad fromlast -- was it a nonth ago, or | ast
session. And then also an article by Tell,
Hooper and Sias regarding the el ectromagnetic
fields associated with comercial solar
i nstallation.

Then lan's just shared information this
eveni ng about the electrical inpact, nore froma
hands-on, practical individual who's been
i nvol ved with the process.

It's ny understanding that very limted
sound generation is expected fromthis project,
and | think that was docunented in the | ast

nmeeting or two. In addition, the way the
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physics of it works is, there's decay of sound
and actually EMF over a distance. So the decay
Is greater the farther we get fromthe facility.
And | think that's been shown by the things that
have been presented.

It was ny understandi ng, based on how far
| understand the closest residence is, as well
as where the property boundary of the proposed
solar installation is, that there wll be
negligi ble or no sound audi ble fromthe
i nverters and the other equipnent at that
di stance, at the fence around the facility.

Docunment ati on was subm tted by Nanette
Gllan in her undated nessaged entitled "To the
Bureau County Zoni ng Board of Appeals," and she
di d express concerns about the potential nedical
I npact on her grandson, Mavrick, who's been
di agnosed with autism

As a nedi cal professional who's worked
with adults and kids over al nost 40 years in
that multiple areas of healthcare, but also
dealing wth those with behavioral health issues

and autism | do have sone exposure to this, and

|"d like to provide a little bit of information
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regardi ng auti sm

Between 1 and 2 percent of children are
t hought to have autism spectrum di sorder. Half
of those may have a genetic conponent, but we
really don't know the reason why sone peopl e get
it, and that's lots -- because of that, there's
a lot of people with ideas. Unfortunately, we
don't have a lot of solid docunentation. For
exanpl e, a nunber of years ago it was thought by
sone that the MVWR vacci ne could be causing
autism This has been | ooked at ad nauseam and
there's no evidence to that. But | think we are
required to |l ook at the evidence we have to | ook
at .

So many theories as to contributing
factors, but due to the nature of the condition
of autism it's very difficult to do blinded
research about cases. Mst of our information
does sone from observational or cohort studies,
and we can talk nore about that if you would
like.

So common features of autism spectrum
di sorder include difficulty wth soci al

communi cation and restrictive or repetitive
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patterns of behavior, interests or activities.
As we all know, much of our communication is not
speaking and it's not the spoken word, it's

i nteraction, our facial gestures, the way we
comruni cate by notion in our bodies. And these
are all factors that affect kids and adults with
autism

Peer-reviewed literature has shown t hat
people with autism spectrum di sorder are able to
adapt, especially wth good support and
i ntensi ve behavioral intervention. Many are
able to | ead i ndependent and hi ghl y-productive
lives.

Ms. Gllan does cite soneone that she
descri bes as an autismexpert, Dr. German. And
It appears that there was a question submtted
through the internet site, Just Answer, though
there was no docunentation that | have seen as
to what that question m ght have been. And
per haps, you know, we can get feedback on that
| ater.

But | was not able to determ ne what
credentials Dr. German had or whether Dr. Gernan

has a doctorate in nedicine. This was no peer
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literature -- or peer-reviewed literature cited
In that response and no scientific studies that

| could find. Dr. German provided only genera
specul ative comments, coments to, quote, Sol ar
panel s can be disruptive, especially at night,
end quote, and, quote, Living close to a solar
farmcould carry certain risks, |ike exposure to
radi o magnetic fields, possibly producing
nausea, headaches, fatigue or sleep

di stur bances, end quote.

So we have good docunentation fromthe
Ki m ey-Horn sound study as to the [ ack of sound
i npact at the perineter of this particul ar
devel opnent, and we do have docunentation that
there's not an increase in background EMF
outside the Cherry Solar 1 project.

So it's really hard for ne to give nuch
credence to the information that Dr. Gernman
provi ded.

I n addi ti on, because of the |ack of energy
production at night, the statenent about
di sruption of sleep is a little hard to fathom
for ne.

There was a paragraph follow ng the Just
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Answer response that was provided al so without a
citation as to source. This states, The i npact
of solar farns on special needs children is a
topic that requires special consideration.

And | amall for trying to | earn what we
can about any health topic exposure to just
about anything, fromcars and | ack of seat belts
to solar farns. | think this is all a valid
di scussi on.

The paragraph al so, interestingly,
provi des sone suppositions but states that
there's no, quote, No direct research on this
t opi c.

Ms. GIllan provided a post by Patrick
Kiley fromlrish Solar that appears to downpl ay
specific health risks fromsolar farns. Again,
| do not see scientific docunentation there. |
j ust see statenents.

One article provided by Ms. Gllan --

MR N GLLAN. It's Gllan (different
pronunci ati on).

DR WAHLS: G llan. [|'msorry.

-- entitled "Detrinmental |npacts of

Constant Sound Emtted by Inverters to Speci al
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Needs Pupils."” This article is witten in
response to a proposed solar farmin the
vicinity of a school for pupils that have
speci al needs, but it's not specified whether
these are individuals wth autism spectrum

di sorder or what those particul ar needs were,
nor was it stated how far that particular solar
farmwas fromthe school

The net hodol ogy of that appears to be
uncertain to ne. So | believe that's not really
a credi ble source to nake a decision in terns of
heal t h-rel ated i ssues about sol ar farns.

So | understand concerns with autism
spectrum di sorder and the inpact of various
stimuli, including sounds. And so that is
reasonabl e to ask that question, |Is the sound
froma solar array going to be an issue? |
t hi nk we know the answer to that fromthe prior
docunent ati on.

| have a very intelligent grandson, age
five, with severe autism W can go into nore
details too, but | don't think that's necessary.
So | have a personal connection with this

pr obl em
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He lives in a city, and there's
consi derably nore anbi ent sound than is present
inthe vicinity of our rural areas and also in
the vicinity of this project we're tal ki ng about
or other solar projects I'mfamliar wth.

But the literature would state that famly
menbers and professional support is hel pful.
And for this grandson of mne, he is actually
| earning to communi cate and express hinsel f and
not to deconpensate over tine, and presunably
that will go on. Mavrick appears to have a
sound famly and supportive famly background,
and | would certainly hope that he will show
t hose sane i nprovenents over tine.

| have spent sone tine during this | ast
week doing literature research as to health
effects fromsol ar arrays on peopl e nearby and
really have not found anything to raise ny
concern, either as to sound or as to
el ectromagnetic fields.

So in sunmary, based on ny review of the
peer-reviewed |literature and the evidence that

we have seen in this commttee, | really have a

hard tinme predicting any negative inpact from
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this Cherry Solar 1 project outside of the
project itself and perhaps not even in the
project boundary. | really don't expect nedi cal
evi dence to suggest inpact or negative inpact on
anybody, and | think that we have seen several
presentations that woul d support that.

| have never seen an individual with
auti smspectrumaget into trouble as a result of
| ow-| evel sound, especially consistent | owlevel
sound.

So thank you. [I'Il take questions.

MR. VELBERS:. Counsel, is there anything
that you would like to clarify now, before | go
to questions?

MR. PLUTA: No. You can go ahead. Thank
you.

MR. VWELBERS. Kris, do you have questions?

M5. DONARSKI :  Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. DONARSKI :
Q | have a question. At the beginning, you said
you had subm tted your curriculumyvitae.
A. Yes.
MR. PLUTA: | don't have it.
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MR. SNYDER: Sorry, with Sean being here
instead of Ben, | think we forgot to bring it
al ong.

M5. DONARSKI: So we don't have one. |
just want to make sure | --

MR. PLUTA: | do not have it now then, but
| have it submtted so that you can have it as
soon as we get it to you.

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. Just nake sure we
have t hat.

(By Ms. Donarski:) The second question | had
was, at the last hearing | had there were three
exhibits that were given out for the next

w t ness, which was Monica M Whl s.

Correct.

Who seens to have the sane address as you.

She does.

And so who is Monica Wahl s?

She and | have been married for 44 years this
sunmer .

So that's your wife. And she was unable to
attend?

She was unable to attend. She's had a nedi cal

probl em herself, and that's gotten in the way.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 73

We had tal ked through a |ot of these issues and
guestions together. So, you know, | feel nore
confortable comng fromny perspective as a
physician. She's a nurse practitioner.
Ckay. So then now that we got that kind of
strai ghtened out.

kay. So you are a board-certified famly
physi cian. Do you have any kind of specialty in
dealing with autistic children?
| don't have a specialty, but | have dealt wth
many dozens of autistic individuals, children
and adults, over the years.
Ckay. So not a specialty, just practical
experi ence?
You know, | suppose |'mnot a psychiatric-
trai ned individual, correct.

Ckay. And then do you have any specialty in,

i ke, sound or, |ike, an audiologist or anything
i ke that?
| mnot an audiologist. | have done

audi ograns, audi ogram evaluation in ny office.
"' mnot doing that nowin ny part-tine
retirenment gig. But, yes, | amvery famliar

with sound and its inpact on ears, as well as on
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I ndi viduals with auti sm spectrum

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.

MR. VELBERS: Counsel ?

MR. PLUTA: Yeah, on the CV note, | have
an electronic copy of the CV. |'mhappy to
arrange to have that printed, if we have access
to a printer here. And the doctor will be here
all night if people have questions about the CV.

MR. VWELBERS:. | didn't really understand
your question on this CV. Wat is it that
you' re looking for that's not here?

M5. DONARSKI: Well, it's sort of like his
education, his certification, his background.

MR. VELBERS. Hi s background, but he
testified to what that was.

MS. DONARSKI: Ri ght.

DR. WAHLS: [It's an oversized resune.

M5. DONARSKI: Right.

So he said he had one, and | hadn't marked
it as an exhibit. So I just wanted to nake
sure --

MR. VWELBERS: We don't have the exhibit,
and so we have clarified --

M5. DONARSKI: But it's on his phone and
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he can print it out.

MR. WELBERS: But at any rate, the wtness
did testify to his training and his experience.

M5. DONARSKI: Right.

MR. WELBERS:. Is there anything in
addition that he should be saying into the

record?
MR. PLUTA: | don't believe it's necessary
to provide the CV. | just amtrying to correct

that error.

MR WELBERS: Well, he testified to what
it is. Sois there anything that he left off
that he would -- because he can just testify to
It and it's in the record.

MR. PLUTA: He left off his lecture
hi story and presentations. [|'mnot sure any of
that's rel evant beyond what he's testified to.

MR, VELBERS:. Oh, go ahead.

DR. WAHLS: It's 16 or 18 pages. | don't
know how nmuch you want to.

MR. SOLDATI: Devin Sol dati .

Am | correct in believing that phones are
not supposed to be on during this trial?

Because that's what the officer told ne.
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MR. VWELBERS. | amnot the police officer.
The phones are -- during the daytinme | don't
even believe they let themin for court. M
only instruction, which I did not give, is for
everyone to put it on silent.

| don't think there's any conflict that
t he Counsel has his phone, that he could | ook
for something. My phone could do the sane
thing. It is indeed on.

We're not violating anything, are we?

THE BAILIFF: No, sir. The sheriff just
asked specifically for neetings like this that
phones be silenced or turned off and not to
di srupt the neeting.

MR. WELBERS: Ri ght.

THE BAI LI FF:  That cane fromthe sheriff
hi nsel f.

MR. VWELBERS: ay. So Counsel is fine,
t hat he | ook sonet hi ng up.

State your nane.

M5. DEBNAR: Rebecca Debnar. | have a few

guestions for you, sir.
DR. WAHLS: Sure, thank you.
EXAM NATI ON
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BY Ms. DEBNAR:

Q So | have here the previous statenment from your
wi fe.
A. kay.

Q Can | assune that the references that she
provi ded were the sane ones that you referred to

inthe l[iterature that you di scussed?

A. | believe so. | can't say that's an exhaustive
list, but I |ooked at sone other things than she
had t oo.

Q Because | definitely have sone concerns about a

few of them A few of them are very outdat ed.
Is it true that in the nmedical comunity
sonething is considered credible when it's
wthin five years, correct?
A. The later, the better.
Q Typically. Because two of her sources, one is

from 1997. So 27 years ol d.

A You know, | don't --
Q Wbul d you consider that an old resource?
A. |'"d say that's an old resource. On the other

hand, there's a paucity of really new resources
t here too.

Q Correct.
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When was the last tine that you personally
evaluated a child wth autisn?
Wthin the |ast year.
Ckay. And in your experience with children
with autism have you ever net two children with
autismthat are exactly the sane?
No.
Ckay. Because --
Nor two adults.
-- inthe literature provided by your wife, it
does say -- speak to the uni queness, correct?
Correct. There's a lot of diversity --
So there's --
-- inindividuals, adults and children, with
autism and they all interact with slightly
di fferent environnents. How nuch is the
envi ronnmental inpact of that? How nuch is the
genetics? How nmuch is whatever el se that
triggered the autisnf
Correct.
It's anyone's guess, yeah.
And also in the literature provided by your
wi fe, one of the articles spoke to 50 percent of

children with auti sm having sensitivities to
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sound. Does that seem accurate?

| believe that's accurate, fromny own

experi ence.

So it's not uncomon for children with autism
to have either a hyper- or a hyposensitivity to
sound?

Correct. | would add to that, that it's not
just sound in general. It's change in sound.
Ckay.

Often kids wwth autismw Il go around maki ng
sounds.

Correct.

And that's just one of the features, and |
think it is reflected in the DSM5 di agnostic
criteria too.

Correct. Correct.

So along with that, if soneone were to
have a hypersensitivity to sound, sounds that
are potentially inaudible to someone with norma
hearing, can they cause sensory overload to
soneone W th extrene hypersensitivity?
| nmean, that's an interesting theoretical
guestion, but the human ear has --

Well, the article said it.
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-- certainlimts toits ability to hear, you
know, a threshold in decibels.
"' mnot an audiologist, so |l wll not
quote the chapter or verse on that. But, |
nmean, there's a threshold that is going to not
be audi ble to anyone. Is it different? | nean,
as | get older I may need hearing aids. Ckay.
There's going to be sone changes there. So we
all have sone differences in our hearing acuity.
| would have to see evidence that the
sound produced by sonething, whether it's a
refrigerator or a solar array, is greater than
the anbient sound in the area. | don't think we
have seen that at this point.
Ckay. You previously stated that the addition
of a new sound could be disruptive to an
autistic child, correct?
It could be if the child could hear that, and
that's a theoretical question. | think, based
on what we had heard, it's unlikely that nost of
us are going to be able to hear it at the fence
line, et alone 450 feet away.
Ckay. What kind of testing is done to di agnose

someone with this type of hypersensitivity?
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A

| don't know that there's separate testing. |
have never cone across that for hypersensitivity
I n auti smspectrum di sorder.

People with ADHD, attention deficit
hyperactivity di sorder, often have increased
sensitivity to sound. And it's interesting,
there's alittle bit of overlap. In a group
this size, safe to say that probably at | east
two or three of us probably have ADHD and
probably one or two have autism spectrum
di sorder. Again, highly-functioning, but the
reality is, you know, we're all out there.

And you said previously that with intensive
behavioral treatnent, that's how children with
auti sm becone nore functional ?

Again, we've got a huge differential between
one end and the other end of the spectrum and
especially in the last 20 years or whatever it
Is since we have had DSM 5. You know, they
conbi ned four different categories into one.

So, you know, we're dealing with not one
type of situation. W're dealing with people
who cone fromdifferent environnents and

backgrounds who respond to different things.
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Sonme may respond to nothing. Sone wll respond
to different types of stinuli.

So, you know, | think that, w thout
knowi ng an individual, working with a given
individual, it's hard to say exactly how nuch of
an inpact that may be. Al | can go on is
audi bl e thresholds we are likely to hear.

kay. Now, yes, we were told dogs hear
things we don't, whistles, et cetera. That's
great. | think there's a whole bunch nore
simlarity between those of us who don't have
auti sm spectrum and our hearing and those who
do.

They may be nore alert to that and they
may be bothered by it, |ouder or sudden changes
i n sound, but background sound that is not
det ect abl e outside of a boundary | woul dn't
expect to have any inpact on an individual with
autism
Have you eval uated personally the child with
autismthat |lives at that residence?

No. Yeah, no, | have not.
Sois it safe to say --

l"mnot licensed in Illinois.
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-- that with his specific severity that he w ||
not be able to hear the sound of the inverters?
| can't make any better judgenent than any of
the rest of us in this roomcan nake.
Ckay.
| think we have seen -- we have evidence to
| ook at, and we all can | ook at the sane
evidence perhaps a little differently, but it's
there. 1It's been presented.

M5. DEBNAR:  Ckay.

MR, SCOLDATI: Devin Soldati.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR SOLDATI :

Q

So you nentioned audible thresholds. So froma
set distance and 40 inverters letting off
particul ar frequencies, why is this a

t heoretical question?

It's a theoretical question because we don't
have evi dence there's a change in anbient sound
out side the boundary. So it's a theoretical
guesti on because you're saying, Well, Fred --

pi cki ng anot her nane -- mght be able to hear
sonething. W don't know. W don't have

evi dence of that.
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And unl ess we can prove on a consi stent
basis that Fred al ways responds to a sound
that's inaudible to the rest of us, it's very
hard to make a case for that being a reason not
to install sonmething. That can be a cell phone,
can be a windmll, you nane it.

So if we know the distance from say, the
inverters to the property where this child wll
be, and we know the frequency of these inverters
and the nunber of them and that sound increases
exponentially, we know these things, it's just
an equation, why is it a theoretical question?
Because you're trying to, in that setting, make
an assunption that a given individual, with or
wi t hout autism can hear sonething.

You nentioned an audi ble threshold is a

nunber - -

Say that again. |'msorry.

You nentioned an audi ble threshold, it's a

gi ven nunber, it's a given range. So why is
that theoretical?

An audi bl e threshold is going to be --

obviously we're all alittle different. W can

hear different things. But | don't know of any
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evi dence that sonebody with autism has a
hundred-fol d higher sensitivity in their
hearing, for exanple, thousand-fold, whatever it
is, at 450 feet. And that may be a little bit
of a stretch. Again, we are tal king about a | ot
of nonevi dence-based stuff here.
So is it needed to have a 100 or 1,000 tines
threshold increase in hearing to be able to hear
the frequency that these inverters are going to
give up off, 40 of them froma set distance
fromthe property?
| would -- you know, | would have to be able to
sit down and do cal cul ati ons and probably can go
fromthat.

But we are tal king about nultitudes. W
are not tal king about, you know, a drop of
10 percent per foot or sonething.
Do you know how far the house is, the property,
that the kids would be playing on fromthese
I nverters?
| believe the docunentation that was submtted
by Nanette was that it was 450 feet.
And brings you here from Bend, O egon?

Say that again.
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What brings you here fromBend, Oregon? That's
pretty far.

| was asked to cone. Partially because ny wife
was asked to cone and she could not nake it.
Are you financially incentivized to be here?
Nope. | ampaid but I amnot -- | should not
say |'mincentivized.

You' re bei ng pai d?

Yes.

By who?

By the conpany.

Ckay. Do you have any other studies that would
be inportant to bring up in this case, other
than the -- | can't renenber the nane of the one
that you guys said earlier, it started with an
H?

| believe that was the one that was included
previ ousl y?

It was in the previous hearing, yes.

So | don't have anything extra to submt right
now. Frankly, ny tinme in the |ast week where |
have been | ooking for things, | have not cone up
with much in terns of negative inpacts from

sol ar projects or sound from solar projects on
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health in any fashion.

So as a nedical doctor, you're aware of the

I nportance of gathering data fromnultiple
sources and not relying on one peer-reviewed
study?

That' s reasonabl e.

So why is it an overreliance on one study when
there could potentially be others out there with
conflicting evidence? |s that observation bias
comng into effect?

| think, |ooking at what | have seen -- and,
again, | have not reviewed every article that's
been published on sound or EMs fromthese types
of installations. But it does not seemto ne
that we have -- what | have seen so far is, the
evi dence woul d say we have not been able to
docunent a problemas a result of it.

From t hat one study?

Fromthe others | | ooked at online too.

Can you cite then?

No. | did not wite themall down, but I
certainly could provide themat a future tine if
needed.

And when was this study fronf
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Thi s one here?
Yeah.
| mgoing to have to ask the people who have it
in front of them M recollection, the last ten
years or so.

DR. WAHLS: Ms. G llan, was that the one
from your docunentation?

M5. G LLAN. It's Gllan. And no.
(By M. Soldati:) The one that the sound
expert from North Carolina was tal ki ng about.
Yeah, | --
It seens like it's the only study that | have
heard of that's an actual citation on solar.
| don't believe we have seen -- the materials
that | have give a ot of different sources
her e.
So is it a netaanal ysis?
Say that again.
Is it a nmetaanalysis or is it an individual
st udy?
| don't know that | can tell you that.
Do we have a year?
Say that again.

Do we have a year of when that study was
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publ i shed?

MR. PLUTA: The study "Possible Health
Ef fects of Exposure to Residential Electric and
Magnetic Fields" was published in 1997.
(By M. Soldati:) And as a nedical doctor, are
you aware that nmedi cal know edge doubl es every
seven to eight years?
| have heard that said.
So let's say 27 years, nedical know edge is
doubling how nmany tines in that tine period?
Four times?
You know, it's interesting that nmany of the
things we deal with are identical to the things
we were dealing with 25 years ago because the
people are built of the sane stuff. Now, we
have new tools, granted. | would have to ask
you to provide ne with evidence nore recently.
| deal |y, case control trials are sonething with
sone verifiability to it and that shows ne a
di fference.

If we want to pick sonebody with autism
great, but we are tal king about sonethi ng bigger
than just autism W are tal king about a | ot of

potential health effects. |If there is a sense
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that there may be sonething there, who's
docunenting it? And | hear a | ot of quotes, but
| don't see a |lot of, you know, rubber neeting
the road as such.

MR. SOLDATI: So it's true that we can
have our phones out, as long as they are silent?
Soif we were to | ook up sonething, we could
present that as a part of this case?

MR. VWELBERS: You are free to research
sonmet hing on your phone on silent. You were
told that. You were told that, indeed, by
di rection of the sheriff.

Then you woul d cone up and cite that, |
guess, if you want to testify.

State your nane.

M5. DEBNAR  Rebecca Debnar.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DEBNAR:

Q

So the ot her study on acoustics and EMF | evel s
fromsolar projects that your wife submtted,
that's from 2012, so not quite as old as the
ot her one.

| actually do have a study that revokes

t hat one, that makes that un-credible.
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M5. DEBNAR: | don't know if you want to
wait until later to submt this?

MR. VELBERS. That's your evidence. You
can cone up and testify to it.
(By Ms. Debnar:) Just so you know, | do have
sonething that calls out specifically that one.
Well, we'll have to | ook at how the study was
done.

MR. VELBERS: Now, you understand that
Dr. WAhl s could then cross-exam ne you when
you' re up here?

M5. DEBNAR: Absol utely.

MR. VELBERS:. Just so you know.

Any ot her questions?

Yes, Nanette.

M5. G LLAN. Nanette G I an.

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. G LLAN:

Q

| don't have studies and stuff. | just have
statenents that | have found nade by the Wrld
Heal th Organi zation that states there is a
health risk of electromagnetic hypersensitivity
associated with living near solar farns. The

conditions are characterized by a range of
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synptons triggered by exposure to these

radi ation fields. These synptons can incl ude
headaches, fatigue, skin rashes, sleep

di st ur bances.

And that there was a study done in
Australia -- | don't have that study because
| - -

MR. WELBERS:. Are you going to lead to a
question for Dr. WAhls?

M5. G LLAN:  Yes.

(By Ms. Gllan:) Have you heard of this stuff,
that the World Health Organi zati on has nade

t hese coment s?

You know, | have not seen a specific published
reference to that. Again, | would |ove to see
peer-reviewed |literature for that, and the WHO
| would hope, is |ooking into that.

But, again, sonetines | hear a reference
of a reference of a reference. That doesn't
hel p nme as nuch.

Ckay. You want to see peer-reviewed studies;
however, you're wlling to accept peer-revi ened
studies that are 24 years ol d?

If | can't get better. |If | can't get them
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nore recently, then | have got to start
somewher e.
So with all of the studies that our nedical
comunity are doing these days, there's nothing?
| have not found it. There's got to be
sonething nore, and | would | ove to have
sonebody submt that to ne and to the record.
Because, you know, what we're talking
about here is a lot of things. W have got a
| ot of potential concerns about a sol ar project
nearby from your property. You know, what is
our big worry? What is our big issue? Is it
nmedical ? | can speak sonmewhat to nedical.
Beyond that, |I'mjust speaking as a citizen of
this country.
One last question. So | had to go through sone
training a while back when | was going to be a
| egal guardian for a child that was severely
autistic. One of the things that |I learned in
t hese studies was, of course, the sensitivity.
Have you ever heard of a child that is so
sensitive to hearing that they can't sleep at
ni ght because they can hear the sheets crinkle

underneath their heads?
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A

| would say -- you know, have | had that
specific quote? No. But | have had --

Bei ng that sensitive?

You know, | would go back to what | was sayi ng
about the evidence showi ng that we can work with
kids. And that, you know, your grandson, at

age 6 now, | believe, or at |east when the
paperwork was submtted, has a set of things and
that's going to be different. |t nmay not be
qualitatively different, but quantitatively it's
di fferent.

He's going to | earn, because he's got
famly around him |I'massuning that the famly
and ot her people are hel pi ng hi m devel op copi ng
mechani sns. So he's not going to be, | suspect,
wearing ear protection 20 years fromnow. Don't
know.

But, you know, there may be sone nore
I nformati on you have there. Good to know.

MR. VELBERS: Rebecca Debnar.

M5. DEBNAR: Rebecca Debnar.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DEBNAR:

Q

So what you're saying is, this child should
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have to incur, potentially, intensive behavioral
treatnment and his parent should have to fund the
cost of that treatnent for sonebody el se to nake
a profit on their |and?

Not sayi ng that.

That's what you basically just said.

No, what | said is, my suspicion is because his
famly cares a | ot about him they are already
wor ki ng on this.

And this does not always inply sonebody is
brought in fromoutside. School systens often
provide this. There's a |ot of sources. So, |
nmean, | suppose you coul d spend what ever you
want on it, but the reality is relationship is
the foundation for that healing.

So, no, the autismis not likely to go
away, but | believe, in nost cases, we see
I nprovenents in the ability of sonebody to cope
wth the realties of life around them The
refrigerator goes off and on. That's a big

change, but | believe that that's not an issue

in the household, |I'mguessing. | don't know
that for sure, but I -- you know, that's ny
suspi ci on.
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MR. VELBERS: Lori.
M5. FRY: Rebecca took the words right out
of ny nouth.
MR. WELBERS: Conni e.
MS. STETSON: Connie Stetson.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. STETSON:

Q

The refrigerator is a famliar sound. Every
househol d has that. This child grew up with
that. It's famliar.

The sound that could possibly be fromthe
solar is not a famliar sound. And, again, |
| ove what she just said: The |andowner is
getting paid, and the parents have to deal wth
It, that are nonparticipating parents.
Have we established that there is an inpact on
the chil d?
We don't know that. What happens if they put
these up and there is an inpact? Are they going
to have to take them down?
|'"d | ove to know how you're going to
docunment - -

MR. WELBERS: | don't think Dr. Wahls is

capabl e of answering that question.
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Agai n, back to the theoretical stuff.

(By Ms. Stetson:) There's famliar sounds.
Children are -- when they are born, there's
famliar sounds. They don't particularly pick
t hose sounds up as much as the sounds that cone
di fferent.

That's correct. Kids go into an educati onal
setting, whether it's a traditional school, an
alternative school, and there's different
sounds. There's kids that nmake noi se.

Most kids -- there are kids with autism
that may never go to anything other than a hone
school. | have kids that have been honmeschool ed
inm famly, sonme | have called ny own kids at
one tinme or another. So we, as parents, make
adj ust nent s when necessary.

| don't have any control over what they do
at the end of ny nei ghborhood if they punch that
road through. | nean, I"'mstuck with it. And
when ny autistic grandson cones by, guess what?
He's stuck with it too.

The nonparticipating | andowner is stuck wth
it. 1'd like to push that. Because they shoul d

have been told before the contract was even
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si gned.
MR. WELBERS: That's not a questi on.
M. Soldati, and then we'll get back to

Rebecca.
MR. SOLDATI: Devin Sol dati .
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SOLDATI :
Q | found a site within, like, two seconds. Can

| share that?

A. Good.

MR VWELBERS: Just a second. What it is
you intend to do? Do you have a question for
Dr. Wahls? |f you have got sonething you want
to cone up and testify to, again, we'll get to
t hat .

MR. SCLDATI: GCkay. M bad.

MR. VELBERS. |f you have got a question
for Dr. Wahls, then ask that question of him

MR. SOLDATI: Can | ask his opinion of the
st udy?

MR. WELBERS: Introduce it as best you
can, | guess.

Q (By M. Soldati:) So this is in 2017, not '97.

C ndy Sage and Ernesto Burgio, and | can only
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read the abstract so far, but it says: Synptons
of retarded nenory, |earning, cognition,
attention, and behavi oral problens have been
reported in nunerous studies and are simlarly
mani fested in autismand attention deficit
hyperactivity disorders, as a result of EMF and
RFR exposures where both epigenetic drivers and
genetic (DNA) damage are |ikely contributors.
So we need to see that full article, not just
the abstract, and we also need to see the
references for that.
Ckay.
And we need to know who did the study.

| amrather skeptical about a | ot of stuff
we do in healthcare. | think we need to do our
best to probe. |I'mdelighted to have you
| ooking things up. It's just that | think we
need to go a little further than just the
abstract .
And this is a published research article on
chil d devel opnent.
Ckay.
And you're saying that it's not reliable?

| didn't say that.
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Ckay. |I'mjust sharing what | have sound thus
far.
Ckay.

MR. VWELBERS. Just to clarify. Dr. Wahls,
you' re saying you're not famliar with the
study, and therefore you can't conment on it?

DR. WAHLS: That is an acceptable
response, yes.

MR. VWELBERS. GCkay. | don't nean to
testify for you, but |I think that's what you
were trying to say.

DR. WAHLS: Thank you.

MR WELBERS: Go ahead.

M5. DEBNAR  Rebecca Debnar.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DEBNAR

Q

So you said previously, when responding to
Connie's statenent, that we can't conclusively
prove that there wll be an inpact on this
child.

Have we concl usively proved there will not
be?
Do you think we can -- can we prove anything?

So then | guess we have to say that we have to
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put |ife on hold.
But is life going to be on hold for himwhile
we're waiting to figure it out?
Is life going -- it's going to be on hold for
you.

You know, again, |'mthinking we are

spending a ot of tine on a very inportant

individual. | think that individual may be ki nd
of a flash point for discussion. | don't know
that we have -- once we overlay the testinony

t hat we have heard, that we can get -- no, you

can't absolutely prove a negative, but you can

do the best you can to docunment sound, in this

case electromagnetic fields, if you choose, and
the lack of current evidence of negative

out comes.

That doesn't nean that our friend in the
back here isn't going to cone up in the next ten
m nutes. But we have to look at all of it. |
would like to say | know all the literature. |
don't. | love to learn, which is probably why
|"'mstill doing what |'m doi ng.

VMR, VELBERS:. Lori.

M5. FRY: Lori Fry.
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EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. FRY:

Q You said that you have a 5-year-old grandson
w th autisn®

A. Affirmative, yes.

Q Ckay. So let's put yourself in these parents
shoes. They live in the country. Quiet.

A Yeah.

Q Not busy road. And this cones in.

A Uh- huh.

Q And coul d potentially affect himand his l|ife.

A. Ckay. My grandson --

Q Do you think that's fair?

A. You know, I'mnot sure if you're asking if that
was ny grandson --

Q Vel l, put yourself in their shoes. |If this was
your grandson --

A Yes. | would | ove --

Q -- and your children live there --

A. | would |l ove for ny grandson to be able to live
next to -- out in arural area --

Q Qut in the country, absolutely. It's anazing.

A -- near, right next to a solar farm if that

was going to give himthe opportunity to be
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outside. He loves being outside. He |oves
running. |In fact, nobody can catch the kid.
But, you know, that would be a wonderful place
to be for him if he could.

| have absolutely no fear or worry that
bei ng around a solar project is going to
negatively inpact his autism nor his general
health. So that's ny opinion, as a grandfather,
and with a little bit of physician background in
t here too.
| was just going to say, but with your
physi ci an background in there, | nean, you know
that no patient is ever the sane.
That is absolutely true.
No patient, ever?
And we have to nmake decisions as a society.
How do we do this? Wat do we want to do? How
do we want to get our power? What do we want in
our backyard? You know, what's the liability on
a swing set we just put in fromLowe's or
sonet hing? Those are all unknowns.
That can be tore down in, |like, a second.
Yeah.

MR. VWELBERS: Nanette.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 104

MS. G LLAN: Nanette G || an.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. G LLAN:

Q

So you weren't here when a previous person from
the sol ar conpany testified that people can save
$13 a nmonth if they subscribe. So $13 a nonth
Is worth risking your grandson's health? When
you don't know, because it's unknown -- as you
have sai d al ready, we haven't proven either
way -- it's unknown what effects it could have.
$13 a nonth is worth that?
First of all, |I get the sanme mailings from ny
| ocal conpany as you get yours.
Ch, | don't get them because |I throw them away.
Well, they cone through and they go into our
recycling bucket. Ckay.

But yes, in that setting -- first of all,
| don't care about the $13. | have sonebody
telling me what a nice roof | have every two,
three nonths. They want to sell nme a project.
| Iive in a nei ghborhood where two-thirds of the
pl aces have solar installations on top. That's
great. I'mnot quite ready for it, but I may

decide the dollars are worth it to me in the
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future.

You know, these are decisions we have to
make al ong the way. |'mnot worried about ny
potential health inpacts from EMF or inpacts
froma solar array. You know, we have themin
our community, several, big ones, in fact, twce
the size of this, actually four tines the size.
| don't live next toit, but I live on alittle
l ot in a subdivision.

If I had a bigger property, | would |ove
to do sonething like this. | don't think | am
ever going to get to that point. And | would
have ny grandson conme too. And that's not
negl ect or abuse to ny grandson.
|'"'mglad you're willing to take that ri sk,
because | know ny husband, as a grandpa,
woul dn't have been.

And | know | just testified. Sorry.

MR. VELBERS:. Are there any other
gquestions for Dr. Wahls?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS: Does our Board have

questions for Dr. Wahls?

(No verbal response.)
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MR. VELBERS: Wuld you like to clarify
anything for your client, for your w tness?
MR. PLUTA: Does the Zoning Adm ni strator

have any questions?

M5. DONARSKI: | don't have any questi ons.
MR. PLUTA: Ckay. Thank you. Just a few.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PLUTA:

Q

Al right. | want to tal k about sound. You
testified earlier, you nentioned that there are
nore simlarities between people with autisnis
human ear and people w thout autisnis human ear
in ternms of how they function; is that correct?
| believe that's the case. | have never seen
anything referring to anatom cal differences in
t he hearing apparatus, the ear, in sonebody with
autism

kay. And the follow along question to that

IS, SO you're saying there's not a difference
physically in the receptors that children with
auti sm have versus children w thout autisnf
That woul d be ny under st andi ng.

Ckay.

That does not nean they woul dn't be processed
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sonewhat differently.
Sure. And we'll get to that.

So that -- so when we're referring to the
category of noise that a human can process,
there's a threshold that can vary a little bit,
but there's a threshold to which a human ear can
pick it up, and if it's below that, the human
ear can't pick it up, correct?

That's ny under st andi ng.

And not hi ng physiologically about a child with
autismw |l give them special, unique hearing
abilities below the range that a human ear can
pi ck up?

| don't believe so.

Ckay. And you're aware that there was a sound
study done that showed that noise | evels beyond
the property boundaries woul d been inaudible to
the human ear?

|"'maware of that, that reference.

So let's nove to sensitivity to audi bl e sounds.
You have testified that children with autism can
have hypersensitivities to sound; is that
correct?

That is correct.
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Ckay. And | believe that you testified that
there are -- it's not just the sound itself, but
It's the characteristics of sounds that are nore
likely to cause disturbances to a child with
autism

Coul d you el aborate a bit on what sorts of
sounds create that disconfort?

So ny observations are that it's nostly sudden
changes. It's not change where there's nothing
there and then there's sonething there.

So case in point, okay, if we take and
were to put a solar installation X nunber of
feet away, there would be sone adjustnent if
that sound was audible to the child. |In nost
cases that becones just |like the sounds that a
kid that's newborn or early in life gets
adjusted to, whether it be a refrigerator, a
cell phone ringing or whatever it is.

So those changes, if you were to go up and
down, sudden bl asts of sound, scream ng,
yelling, | have seen kids spin with that one,
you know, especially enotional types of things.

So | would not anticipate -- nmaybe there's

a-- if akid could hear this, which we have not
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established yet, | would anticipate there m ght
be a slight change, a transition, getting used
toit. | think wwthin a nonth it's not |ikely
to affect things at all.

kay. So, and there were a few exanpl es of
sound that people in the audi ence asked about.
So I'mgoing to nanme a couple of them and you
can kind of help explain why they m ght be

di fferent reactions.

So | think people nentioned constant
sounds that a child would, you know, becone
accustoned to in the house, |I'mthinking
refrigerator, air conditioning, heating, and
then | believe sonmeone nmentioned the sound of,
you know, if a child is trying to sleep, you
know, if there's a rustle in the sheet, that may
upset them

Coul d you kind of conmpare and contrast
what's different about those sounds and why a
child may react that way?

Well, every kid nmay be responding to sonething
different. | nmean, | think that the -- you
know, again, w thout knowi ng the child and

verbal characteristics, the conmmuni cati on

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 110

skills. And frankly, we, as parents, sonetines
try to overconpensate for our kids. | don't
know that that's happened anywhere here.

But so what happens is, we can protect our
kids fromthe world, whether it's the crinkling
of the sheets or |oud noises, sonic boons, you
nane it. W can do our best. | think we're
probably ineffective with nost of that, having
been a parent of three kids and watching them
rai se their kids now.

But nost of us, and | believe nost people
with autism over tine will beconme confortable
with a set sound. | do not think that they're
necessarily going to be confortable with sudden
change, and that's probably nore characteristic
of auti sm anyway.

Ckay. So if | understood that, especially at
the end, a constant, repetitive noise that's | ow
m ght be sonething that a child with autism
coul d get used to; whereas, a sudden noise, a
crinkle of the sheet when they're trying to

sl eep, car driving by on the highway, that may
be sonething that is nore likely to cause a

di sconfort?
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A

>

| woul d think so.

When we're tal king about solar panels, is it
your understanding that if it is audible -- and
| know that we don't want to caveat that it is,
because it sounds like it's not -- it would be
-- the characteristic would be a | ow noi se that
woul d be there through the course of the day,
correct?

As | understand the physics of it, the sunis
shining, it would be generating electricity in

proportion to the solar energy hitting the

panel s.

And is your --

That's not going to be a sudden change. [t can
cone and go, | suppose, with the clouds going

by. But by and large, daytine is going to be
one level and nighttinme is another |evel.

And nighttinme there's no noise, correct?
(Nods head.)

Soif achildis trying to sleep, the solar
farmisn't going to nake noi se?

That's ny under st andi ng.

Ckay. Let's tal k about research. | know that

t here was sone questions about, you know, the
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studies that you found, but | just want to
clarify.

When you said that you spent tine
preparing to be here today, you actively | ooked
for peer-reviewed research that was reliable,
regardl ess of the direction that it went?
| did.

Ckay.

And nostly | was searching with basically an

al gorithm of solar farns, solar arrays, autism
spectrum or heal th consequences.

Sure.

And is it fair to say that when you're
| ooki ng on the internet for nedical advice,
nmedi cal research, that not all of that research
IS created equal ?

That's true. | typically will start with the
Nl H as a source, because they are a pretty good
resource for searching published information.
Ckay. And so just because there is an internet
article that says sone nedi cal concern or
conclusion, that's not necessarily proved
positive, that that study is correct?

No.
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And the fact that a study is old, does that
necessarily make it wong?
No.
Ckay. And even anong peer-revi ewed journal
articles, if there are any, are all peer-
reviewed journal articles on the sane level in
terms of their intellectual and academ c rigor?
They are not, and |l et nme explain why. Because
sone journals charge you to publish, sone pay
you to publish, some seemto do a better job of
ki nd of going with people who have a given vent
or an agenda, and there are a |ot of nedical
journals that really focus on one of those types
of agendas too. | don't need to go into
exanples, but | think it is interesting.

They are not all created equal.
Publication is an interesting, you know,
craziness with academa, which I'mthankful it's
there but | didn't love doing it. But bottom
line, yes, there's a lot of variety, and | think
you have to put it all in the context of what
you know.
Sure.

What you know and your experience from your
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personal practice.

And so is it fair to say that in your expert
opi ni on as a nedi cal physician that you have
authority to | ook at peer-reviewed journal
articles, look at non-peer-revi ewed journal
articles, look at journal articles, and give
them the weight that they deserve in terns of
how you view this issue?

| don't like the word "authority,"” but | do --
| have to | ook at everything | see and process
it based on the filter that | have --

Ckay.

-- based on the people | have worked with over
t he decades and what | have read even the
previ ous day.

Ckay. There were a coupl e questions that cane
up and | wanted to make sure that we can clarify
what you neant.

You nentioned that a child with autism can
have their conditions inproved. And | know
every child is different, but | believe you nade
a statenent that a child can inprove with

social, famly, healthcare investnents in tine

and noney; is that correct?
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Correct.

But to clarify, did you nean that as sort of a
general statenent about how children with autism
progress throughout their |ives?

| nmeant that in general, yes, and | think

that's realistic because none of us,

fortunately, behave now Iike we did when we were
13.

Ckay.

And kids with autism al so progress through
different stages. They have to adjust to the
envi ronnment around them and so whether that's
ot her kids, hopefully not, but bullying or, I
nmean, controlling enotions.

Most of us who have been around kids with
auti sm have seen this and, you know, it can be
kind of alarmng. How do we deal with it?
Especially as parents, you know, it is not easy,
It is not fun. So it's reasonable to do
everything we can say, you know, to say, What
are we mssing? |s there sonething we can
change? How do we help this kid, autismor not,
progress to their next stage in life?

And that applies with or without autism
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And nost kids learn to cope with a |lot of things
inlife, even though they have a di agnosis of
auti sm spectrum di sorder.
Ckay. And | think there was an inference that
was drawn fromthat from sone of the questions
t hat got asked that what you neant was that if a
solar installation is installed that a famly
wi Il need to incur devel opnent -- healthcare
expenses in order for the child to overcone that
I nstallation.

But if | heard your testinony correctly,
you are not saying that that was a reaction to a
solar farm you were just tal king about general
chil dcare?
In general, that's correct. |, frankly,
believe that the efforts required to help a kid
grow, with or wthout autism 1s not going to be
I npacted by the presence of a solar array a
hundred feet away or 500 feet away.
Last question. What are the potenti al
positives to living next to a solar farmfor a
kid with autisn?
You know, | don't know that | can say a | ot of

negatives and I'mnot sure | can say a |ot of
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Q

positives, but | haven't | ooked at them

Sone kids love to watch things nove, you
know, adjust to the sun. You know, one thing
that's interesting about ADHD and autismis,
kids learn differently, ways that | can't
concei ve, but they learn fromthings. They | ook
out the wi ndow, they're busy, you know,
t eenagers that are on their phone or whatever,
but they learn fromdifferent things.

And | could see sone kids say, Woa, |
|l ove this. You know, this is a series of row
upon row upon row of kind of a glassy thing, and
they could get infatuated with that too. So |
nmean, every kid is different. Sone woul dn't
notice it. Sonme would love it. Sonme would not.

MR. PLUTA: GCkay. Thank you.

MR. VWELBERS: Go ahead, Conni e.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. STETSON:
You had --
M5. STETSON: Connie Stetson. |'msorry.

(By Ms. Stetson:) You had said that a child
shoul d get over this in a nonth. |Is that your

opinion or is that a study?
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That's ny opinion. [|I'mtalking --
But you don't have a study to back it up?
| don't have a study, but | have observati onal
data from ny experience.
But that's just an opinion?
| think that we find that in nost situations
nost of us get used to sonething new in our
envi ronnment over that span of tine. | can't
speak to the child we're tal ki ng about
specifically.
You don't have a study to back that up?
No, | don't have a study to back that up. |
have a | ot of people | have studied, but | don't
have a published study.

M5. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. SUTTON

Q Just a point of clarification. |In talking wth
your | egal counsel here, ny understanding is
that the line inverters may humat night; is
that correct? Because you were talking about
during the day.

A That's --

Q The panels flipping during the day, follow the
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sun, and ny understanding is the inverters are
not; is that correct?

The inverters should be -- |'mgoing to have
the smart peopl e here address that one.

The inverters are necessary to take DC
current and convert it to AC current, |ike that
runs our lights and everything else in our
public di ssem nati on system

So when there's not sun shining, when the
panel s aren't doing what they're designed to,
they're just sitting there, then there should be
no sound as a result of the creation of
el ectricity because there should be no
el ectricity.
| s that not the opposite of what happens here;
that the solar arrays are silent during the day,
for children who have difficulties with
transition, and they nove during the day, but at
night the inverters upload to the grid? |Is that
not correct? |I'mjust wanting clarification.
|"mgoing to allow -- I"mgoing to have to
defer to the people who build the projects.

MR. WELBERS: Dr. Wahls, you don't have to

testify to what you're not --
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|'"'msaying |'"mdeferring that one. Thank you.

MR. WELBERS: Dr. Wahls, | think you can
sit down now. Thank you.

DR. WAHLS: Thank you.

MR. VELBERS. Your third wtness, please.

MR. PLUTA: W have a third witness. |[If |
could give a brief introduction.

MR VELBERS: Pl ease do.

MR. PLUTA: Al right. Qur third wtness
Is Jeffrey Szabo. M. Szabo is a civil engineer
wi th Partner Engineering and Science, and is an
expert in electromagnetic fields, or EMFs, and
can speak to the |l evel of EMFs produced by sol ar
facilities and why those | evels do not pose a
threat to the health and safety of the
communi ty.

He can al so answer questions on heat
I slands, if required.

MR. VWELBERS. The court reporter will put
you under oat h.

JEFFREY SZABO,

being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH: Can you pl ease state your

nane and address for the record.
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MR, SZABO. My nane is Jeffrey Szabo,
spelled SZ-A-B-O | live at 1041 Canal Road,
Princeton, New Jersey.

MR. VWELBERS: Go ahead, sir.

MR SZABO. So | believe there were two
topics that were raised during earlier testinony
and earlier comments fromthe public --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Speak up, pl ease.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: That doesn't worKk.

MR. SZABO. This doesn't work?

M5. DONARSKI :  No.

MR, SZABO. |I'Ill practice nmy projection
then. Thank you.

So | believe there are two topics of
concern this evening wwth regard to
el ectromagnetic fields and heat island effect.
| think these are the two itens that were
brought up by previous comments fromthe public.

And so let nme start with the heat island
effect first, because | think that is pretty
much straightforward. Heat island effect, as
you all know, is when a nass absorbs the sun's
rays during the day and then after the sun sets

that nass emts, radiates, reemts heat that was

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 122

coll ected fromthe sun.

And this is really dependent on the nmass.
So for instance, you know, buil dings, buildings
wi Il retain heat and then rel ease heat at night.
Pavenment wll -- asphalt pavenent will absorb
the heat during the day, release it at night.

The difference between that scenario is
that the -- conparing this nowto a
ground- nount ed solar array, a single-axis
tracker, one simlar to the application that is
bei ng consi dered tonight, and those don't
mai ntain -- those don't have the nmass to absorb
the heat. Ganted, they have a black -- a bl ack
pl ane that absorbs the sun's irradi ance and
converts that to DC electricity. But, in fact,
that's a fairly efficient process, and it's
getting better and better all the tine.

What woul d mai ntain or what woul d absorb
the heat and radiate it back out after the sun
sets would be the glass. The glass itself,

t hough, is not very thick. | would wager to say
that it's probably a quarter of an inch thick
maybe, and that varies dependi ng on

manuf act ur er.
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But that is really the only avail abl e nass
to absorb the heat. Yes, there are netal
conponents, the frane, et cetera, which |ikew se
woul d absorb that heat, but those are the only
conponents that have any substance.

And by conparison to what the U S. EPA
states as the heat island effect, that has to do
wi th buildings, parking lots and | arge groupings
of such objects which would pull the heat and
then emt at night. This is not the case with
sol ar arrays/sol ar panel s.

There was a gentleman fromthe University
of Illinois, a professor, |ast week that nade
mention of this. He did a bunch of studies.

But what I'mtelling you is based on ny years of
experience. | have six years in designing solar
arrays, ground-nounted sol ar arrays.

But in ny six years in designing these
systens specifically, the arrays, as they
rotate, as the nodules rotate, do shield and
shade the ground. What that does is, it has an
effect of actually reducing the absorbed heat at
ground level, which is, again, a mass, |like a

parking lot or a building. Ganted, it probably
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in this case has vegetation, sone greenery. But
t hose panels, as they rotate throughout the day,
they face the sun. So therefore, they are
shadi ng what's behind them or what's beneath
them fromthe sun.

So there is really no -- | would say
there's really no notable inpact. Yes, the
gl ass gets hot. The glass gets hot to about
120 degrees Fahrenheit, neasured 5 feet above
the glass. And that said area, as you nove
farther away, you have inpacts of wind basically
reemtting this heat into the atnosphere.

You have got -- sort of what they say is
that the solution to pollution is dilution. In
this case what you have is a situation where you
have these relatively | owmass objects emtting
heat during the day, but those tend to dissipate
very quickly as you nove away.

| would liken this to perhaps what you
m ght see if you had a festival and you had a
grass field and that grass field is now parked
with vehicles. Your w ndshield would get hot,
obviously. And so, yes, if you were to touch

it, it mght be hot to the touch. But over the
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course of the day, as the sun starts to set that
wi ndshield wll then go back to an anbi ent
tenperature within a period of probably an hour,
| woul d say.

If there's heat trapped in the car and
it's not ventilated, then obviously that m ght
take a little bit longer. But that's not the
case with these trackers. They have air flow ng
all around them They hel p shade the ground
beneath them thus not warm ng up the ground as
much as woul d ot herwi se happen if it was
exposed.

And | think that the notion of a heat
I sland effect is perhaps overstated in this
I nst ance.

MR. VELBERS. That's all you have to say
ri ght now?

MR, SZABO. That's all | have to say.

MR. PLUTA: You can nove on to the EMF
topi c.

VR, SZABO. Okay. EMF is a phenonenon
t hat happens when el ectricity noves. So when
el ectricity noves, especially in an AC

environnment, it oscillates, versus what happens
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in a DC current, where it's a direct current.

So the sun irradiates the panel. The
interface then converts the photons. It creates
a current. That is a direct current, as they
call it. Drect current then feeds into an
i nverter, whose purpose is to take the direct
current and convert that to an oscillating
current.

The EMF, electromagnetic field, that's
created is based on the oscillation of the
electricity as it goes fromthe inverter,
perhaps to a transforner, and then back into or
i nterconnected into the nearby el ectrical
system

These oscillations everybody -- well, nost
peopl e woul d understand, it's the sane
oscillations in your house. It's 50 to
60 hertz, right? So the electricity that's
produced by these solar arrays is the sane
electricity that you woul d otherw se use in your
homes. It's the sane type of wire, simlar
wire. Connections are nade by, obviously,
connecting the netal pieces, the alum numor the

copper wires, and then transmtting that
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oscillating frequency through the wires. Those
wres are insulated, just |like the wires in your
honme are insul at ed.

You wi Il experience el ectromagnetic waves
in a nunber of circunstances; nanely, all the
appl i ances that we use, the lighting that we
use, the m crowaves that we use, the bl ow dryers
t hat maybe sone of us use. | don't, but maybe
sone of us do.

They all produce an el ectromagnetic force
or field. This field is nmeasured in mlligals.
So there is an organi zation, an International
Commi ssi on of Nonioni zi ng Radi ati on Protection,
to which the U S. subscribes, and they have set
a threshold level of this electromagnetic force
at 2,000 mlligals. So I'd like to use that as
a benchmar k.

Again, |'mnot saying that anything |ess
than that is perhaps not in sone way inpactful.
But obviously they -- and they are nuch nore
| earned than I am about matters of health and
human exposure to these types of el ectromagnetic
frequenci es and waves.

However, they have set that threshold,
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2,000 mlligals. By conparison now, | would
like to say that that hair dryer, at 6 inches
fromyour head, produces 600 mlligals. That
m crowave, at 6 inches away, produces

300 mlligals. And by the way, when you nove
away, just 2 feet away fromthat mcrowave, it
goes from 300 down to between 1 and 30.

And these nunbers are published by the
U S EPA So you're welcone to fact-check what
| ' m sayi ng here.

But in general, the notion is, the closer
you are to the source, obviously the nore
impactful it is; and then as you nove away from
that source, the less inpactful it is.

My point, in ny experience with these
systens and with designing these systens and
Wi th readi ng manufacturer's literature is, that
these el ectromagnetic fields dimnish
substantially within a short distance.

So as a point of reference, the -- and |I'm
basing this now on ny inpression and desi gni ng
systens for several utility conpanies in the
U S And these utility conpanies typically
target 0.5 mlligals at the property boundary,
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the property interface between the solar array
and, again, perhaps the property next to us. 1In
this situation, the industry usually accepts

0.5 mlligals.

What we have cal cul at ed based upon
calculations for this facility, assum ng that
the transforners and the line inverters, the
string inverters, will be placed toward the
poi nt of interconnection, which is actually the
road further west, and that interconnection
happens through those overhead wres.

Based on our cal culation for that
nmeasurenment -- again, it's not an enpirical
measurenent. That neasurenent is sonewhere
around one and a half tinmes ten to the m nus
nine mlligals. And that, again, is based upon
a 50-foot offset fromthe fence. So the array
sits further inside. And then the units that
woul d ot herwi se create the nost el ectromagnetic
field are | ocated several hundred feet further
awnay.

So again, if | amlooking at the property
next to us -- and | was asked to | ook at the

property next to us -- | believe the residence
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sits sonmewhere a few hundred feet away, and that
was really not ny concern. M concern was, what
Is the inpact at the property line? So if the
standard is 0.5 mlligals, which is a generally-
accepted utility standard, and we are now
cal cul ati ng a nunber at sonething nuch far | ess
than that -- again, assum ng that we have got
equi pnent, the nmajor so-called generators of
this EMF, is further away fromthe property
line -- | don't see that there is a tangible
I npact on the adjacent property.

You, again, get all sorts of
el ectromagnetic fiel ds devel oped by any one of
multiple things. By the way, the phone in your
pocket, the one that you place up to your ear,
right next to your head, generates a higher
frequency and obviously gives you a greater
exposure than sonething that runs at a
60-ti mes-a-second frequency, which is the
electricity we have all had in our hones our
entire lives and have grown up wth.

So ny point here is that the inpact of
el ectromagnetic fields as generated fromthe

wiring, which is insulated, generating from
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the -- generated fromthe inverters, which are
yet further away fromthe property than even the
nodul es are, and the transforners are far away
from any tangi bl e or neasurabl e inpact on

adj acent nei ghbors.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PLUTA:

Q

| don't think that you tal ked about your
prof essi onal and educational credentials. Could
you j ust enter those?
Yeah, sure, | would like to do that.

| ama graduate of civil engineering, with
a Bachelor's of Science in Gvil Engineering
fromRutgers University, 1987. | work for the
firmof Partner Engineering and Science,
headquartered in Torrance, California, with a
regional office, out of which | work, in
Eat ont own, New Jersey.

And | ama licensed engineer in eight
states, none of which actually is Illinois, so |

want to nake that clear. But civil engineering

experience is pretty much universal, in terns of
how it's applied. |It's usually based upon the
| ocal jurisdiction. | amlicensed in eight
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states: Florida, Massachusetts, Maine, North
Carolina, New Jersey, New York, O egon and
Texas. | can repeat that if you want ne to.

So that is -- and | have been working with
civil engineering, designing systens, initially
residential construction during the |ate '80s
when there was a boom After that, | designed
wat er and wastewater facilities, water
transm ssion mains, and then back to
residential, comercial and institutional,
school s, universities, nedical offices, that
type of thing, until about six years ago, when |
transitioned over to a nunber of projects that
we undertook |arger utility-scal e projects.

The first one was 38 negawatts. The
second was over a hundred negawatts. And | have
been doing all in between, in terns of sizes,
from500 kilowatts, on a very small system to
supporting water utilities, to nost recently, in
Puerto Rico, we are | ooking at three projects
totalling about 168 negawatts.

So | deal wth this type of design and
this type of equipnent and all the civil

engi neering aspects of it, as well as sone of
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the electrical engineering aspects of it, to
make sure that those disciplines are neshed
together and they talk to one another. Because
quite often you'll see projects that don't
i ntegrate both sides of that engineering.
Last question, because | think it's going to be
asked. So in your experience in the projects
that you have worked on, are any of those
projects near health facilities, schools,
residential conmmunities?
They are, yes. They are near residential
comunities. | can't say specifically if they
are near schools. | nean, | know | have seen
school s around ne that have fixed-tilt
facilities, but not that | have designed, no.
MR. PLUTA: GCkay. Thank you.
MR. WELBERS: Questions, Kris?

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. DONARSKI :
Q First of all, could you spell your first nane.
A. Yeah, it's Jeffrey, J-E-F-F-R-E-Y.
Q Thank you.

Okay. And then what was the nane agai n of

t he conpany that you work with?
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Partner, P-A-R-T-N-E-R, Engi neering and

Sci ence, | ncorporated.

Ckay. And so have you -- do you have
experience in doing -- designing systens |ike
are being proposed for Cherry Solar 17

Yes, | would consider this a comunity sol ar
facility in terns of size, but yes.

Ckay. And then are there -- are -- if they use
string inverters or they use the other kind of
inverters, is there a difference in the anount

of the EMFs that are given off?

Well, in general they don't give off a |ot.
But yes, the answer -- the short answer is yes,
they differ, but they don't differ -- based on

size, they don't differ dramatically, one from
another. So it mght go up from 125 to a 250,
or a 750 or thousand-kilowatt inverters, and
they don't -- the levels of EMF recorded or
reported don't change drastically, because they
are all -- again, they are packaged, they are
insulated. There are other things that wl|
mtigate any potential feel that's generated by
the electricity's novenent within the apparatus.

So the size of the inverters that they are
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proposing to do on Cherry Solar 1, would there
be any EMFs that would -- | don't know the
correct term-- radiate or cone out beyond the
fence line of the project?
No.

M5. DONARSKI : Thank you.

MR, VELBERS: Gkay. Wo has a question
for this witness?

M5. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. SUTTON:

Q

Can you explain what woul d be the advant age of
line inverters over string -- the string
i nverters over the previous inverters that we
wer e di scussi ng?
The difference is that with the string
i nverters you can conpartnentalize or segnent
various areas of an array; whereas, wth a
centralized inverter -- which is a point source
of EM~, by the way, as is a line inverter --
the -- pardon ne. | just lost ny train of
t hought .

The difference is that you can better

organi ze and segnent portions of your array
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based upon an increased nunber of connection
points for inverters; whereas, if you had a
centralized inverter, you may have -- dependi ng
on the size of the site, you nmay have nore than
one centralized inverter, but they require that
you route everything in through that inverter.

So every panel that you see, no matter how
cl ose or how far, has to go into an inverter in
order to create the AC, which is then fed back
to the system

So there -- is there a benefit? 1 would
say there's a benefit in terns of being able to
conpartmnental i ze sections of your design or of
your array, and it would al so reduce certain
W ring costs and -- because you could -- the way
| would look at it is, if | could put in an
inverter that gets fewer feeds intoit, | could
that much nore quickly go froma DC, which is
typically copper-type wiring, to an AC wre,
whi ch in nmany cases alum numis an adequate use
of cable to convey the electricity that's
collected in the systemto the interconnection
wth the utility.

So it's really a matter of bal ancing costs
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for the various materials. String inverters may
be an option for the smaller facilities and be
nore nost-effective; whereas, centralized
i nverters would be nore cost-effective for nuch
| arger arrays. At least that's how we | ook at
it in nmy conpany when we | ook to design systens.
And usually there is direction provided by the
utility conpany as to what they want to see.

Qoviously we're responsi ble for what's
behi nd the point of interconnection. And from
the point of interconnection on, the utility is
required to maintain that system But they
of tenti mes have sone say in what we do in terns
of our design and how we deliver the collected
el ectricity to their systens.

MR. VELBERS: Next question, anyone?

(No verbal response.)

MR. WELBERS: Okay. Does our Board have

any questions?
(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS: Anything you would like to
clarify?

MR. PLUTA: No. | amall done. Thank

you.
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MR. VELBERS. Thank you, sir.

MR. SZABO. Thank you very nuch. And
Princeton, your sister city, says thank you.

MR. VELBERS: Do you have sone?

MR. PLUTA: |'m happy to give a closing.
| don't know if you want nme to wait until other
peopl e have a chance to speak?

MR WELBERS: So as far as evidence to
present, you are conpl ete?

MR. SNYDER: For the tinme being. W m ght
be responsive to what we hear.

MR. VELBERS:. You can al ways rebut what's
said by soneone el se and that type of thing.

| guess a closing argunent would be at the
cl ose.

MR. PLUTA: Yeah, with the exception of
rebuttal evidence, we're good for our case in
chi ef.

MR. VWELBERS:. All right.

VWhat ' s that?

M5. DONARSKI: | think that Callie would
li ke to take a quick break, if we could, before
we start the next part.

MR. VWELBERS: Wuld you |like to do that?
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COURT REPORTER:  Sure.
MR. VWELBERS: Then that's what we'l| do.
Just a fewmnute, short break for our court
reporter to rest her hands, and then we'll --
let's start back at 8:30. Then we can have our
first wtness, whoever that chooses to be.
(A recess was taken at 8:22 p.m
and proceedi ngs resuned at
8:30 p.m)
MR. WELBERS: Does anyone have a
particular order they would like to testify?
Rebecca, you cane the furthest. Wuld you
like to --
M5. DEBNAR: Sure. Let's do this.
REBECCA DEBNAR,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
M5. NEMETH. State your nane and address
for the record, please.
M5. DEBNAR  Rebecca Debnar.
M5. NEMETH.  Spell your | ast nane.
M5. DEBNAR. D-E-B-N-A-R 14708
| ndependence Drive, Plainfield, IlIlinois.
MR. VELBERS. Go ahead.
M5. DEBNAR: So just to start with a
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little bit of my background, | am a registered
nurse. | have been a nurse for 17 years now. |
recei ved ny bachel or's degree from Bradl ey
Uni versity, and ny nmaster's degree in nursing
educati on from Benedi cti ne University.

| currently work as a clinical nurse
educator for an energency departnent in the Rush
Health System | regularly do research to
ensure best practices in nmy departnent. So |'m
very well-versed on peer-reviewed infornmation,
and that is why | was | ooking at sone of the
articles that were presented and noticed the age
of them

And like | said earlier, in regard to the
one from Gol dberg from 2012 on the study of
acoustic and EMF levels, | actually found an
article -- and | have copies here, if anyone
woul d |i ke them-- that spoke to sone of the
sound fromsolar farnms. The |ast page is
actually Page 9, it calls out:

In 2012 the Massachusetts O ean
Energy Center sponsored a study of

measured sound levels frominstall ed sol ar

equi pnent. This study, based on the
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arrays, concluded that any sound fromthe

PV array and equi pnment was i naudi bl e at

set back di stances of 50 and 150 feet from

t he boundary. While that nmay be true at

the tinme, nodern solar projects can be 100

times larger that the arrays nonitored in

2012. Equi pnent is now | arger and energy

storage is added to the m x.

We recommend revisiting that study
and updating neasured sound | evels of all
facility conponents based on a nonitoring
canpai gn at nodern solar facilities.

So | guess we can't really take that into
account when making that educated deci sion,
because the majority of the information that
Ms. Wahls provided in regards to the actual
sound produced by sol ar projects were outdated,
the one we previously referenced from 1997 and
then this one, which | just discredited.

Al'l of the other information that she
provided was in regard to children with autism
It didn't actually speak to the sound from
sol ar.

Speaking of children with autism the

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 142

article she provided, as | previously stated
when talking with Dr. WAhls, states that there
Is a wwde variation in type of severity of
synptons with autism Each neurodi ver gent

I ndi vi dual is unique.

And actually, the DSM 5, which he
previously referenced, that cane out in 2013.
There is not a DSM6. It's due anytine between
2023 and 2028. So that is the current source
of -- for diagnosis of children with autism

But if you look into that docunment, there
were actually a | ot of updates when it cane out
in 2013. So even though it is 11 years old,
that is the source of truth. And there was a
| ot of |earning opportunities about diagnosis
and treatnment of children with autism

So | can only assune that when the DSM 6
comes out, there will be even nore. Because
there's been docunentation of the fact that
Asperger's mght not even be a diagnosis that is
used anynore. So we can see how healthcare is
constantly evolving, and we are | earning nore
and nore about autismas we go. So having ol der

studies isn't necessarily the best source of
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t ruth.

One of the studies that she presented al so
t al ked about how atypi cal behavior responses to
envi ronnental sounds is anong the nost preval ent
and di sabling sensory features of autism wth
nore than 50 percent of individuals exhibiting
I npai red sound tol erance. For a person
experi encing sensory overl oad, everyday sounds
can be unpl easant and overwhel m ng and nay | ead
to poor enotional and social regulation.

So that brings ne to ny next point, which
like | said, | have been a nurse for 17 years.
The majority of that tine | have spent in
critical care areas, including the energency
departnment. So | have cared for nunerous
children and adults presenting with enotional
di st urbances and behavi oral health crises.

Okay. So while I'mnot an expert on
autism | do have great experience on patients
presenting to the energency departnent in
behavi oral health crises, including children
W th autism

And | have a study -- or an article,

actually, released earlier this year fromthe
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Emer gency Nurses Association that tal ks about
the guiding principles for sensory-infornmed care
for children with autism and how t hese peopl e
have uni que sensory needs, and that patients and
their famlies or caregivers are the best
authority to provide staff with information on
how to neet their unique sensory needs.

Not only am| a nurse, | happen to be the
aunt of the young man that is in question here.
So | personally know his strengths and his
weaknesses, and | am here as not only a
concerned heal thcare provider but a concerned
fam ly nmenber for this young man. And | don't
feel that we should be putting sonebody el se's
bottomline in front of the health and well bei ng
of him

MR. VELBERS:. Are you good for now?

DEBNAR:  Huh?

VWELBERS: Are you good?

DEBNAR: |' m good.

VWELBERS: Just want to be sure.

20 DD

This is an exhibit for Kris?
M5. DEBNAR: Here. |'m standing already,
"1l do it.
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M5. DONARSKI : Thank you very nuch.

MR. VWELBERS: Now, you realize that there
wi Il be sone questions?

M5. DEBNAR: Absol utely.

MR VWELBERS: You're not scared.

M5. DEBNAR: Not at all. | work in the
enmergency room |'m not scared.

MR. VELBERS. Whenever you're ready, Kris,

|" m sure your questions cone next.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DONARSKI :

Q You said that you have, |ike, behavioral health
crisis experience with children with autismin
your profession?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And so do you know, of any of your
experience, that would give us sone idea of,

i ke, sounds they cane in -- because of sound or
things that |ike that, that affected them or is
this nore like they were in a trauna, in a
crash? Wat kind of things do you see for?
A. | would say it's a wde variety. Typically

when they present to the ERit's because they

can't get those enotions controlled at hone.
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Like | said, famlies tend to be the nost
capable of calmng a child down when they're in
sensory overload. They know the child. They
know their conforts. Ckay. So they only
present to the ER when they can't control them
anynore, when they're acting out, when they're
hitting, when they're doing things.

So | can't say that | have specifically
had ones related to sound, but | have cared for
a nunber of autistic children that are in
sensory over | oad.

M5. DONARSKI : Ckay. Thank you nuch.
That's all | have.

MR. VELBERS: Who woul d have ot her
guesti ons?

Dr. Wahl s?

DR. WAHLS: | have one.

EXAM NATI ON

BY DR WAHLS:

Q

Rebecca, you nentioned that the study, at | east
as | understood it, said that -- the article
that you underlined there, studies were needed?
Yes.

Have studi es been done?
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Not that | saw. The article is actually from
Noi se- Con 2020, where they were eval uating them
They were | ooking at sone of them but they

tal ked about how sone of the factors hadn't been
totally considered yet because of the increase
in size -- the continued increasing in size of
solar facilities.

So the previous studies that were done,
fromwhat | understand fromthe article, were
mai nly done on snaller-scale solar facilities.
They hadn't been done on | arger ones.

MR. PLUTA: | think one final question
from Cherry Solar on this.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PLUTA:

Q

|'"'mreading the article that you passed out
from Noi se-Con, and the Future Research Section
that you quoted fromreferred to the study,
you're correct, and it said that the study was
based on photovoltaic arrays of between 1, 000
and 3500 kil owatts.

And it goes onto -- and | amgoing to
sunmari ze, saying that because projects have

becone nuch larger, it's necessary to reeval uate
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the noise that's emtted fromthose sites. |Is
that a correct characterization?
Yes.
Is it fair to say that a sound study that
reviews the noise comng frominverters for this
specific project would nore or |ess answer that
qguesti on about noi se?
Maybe.

MR. PLUTA: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. VELBERS. Go ahead, Nanette.

M5. G LLAN. Nanette G I an.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. G LLAN
Q But in reference to that, would it -- does it
say anythi ng about the noise, how that would
affect an autistic child?
A. No, it does not.

M5. G LLAN. Thank you.
MR. VELBERS. Are there other questions
for Rebecca?
M5. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.
EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. SUTTON:

Q

So you're the aunt, and you can decline to do

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 149

this, if you wish, but can you describe for ne
what this child' s sensory, sort of,
conpensations need to be addressed, how he deals
wi th noise, and how he deals with transitions or
what ever his particular autistic sensitivities
are?
Al | can speak tois, typically if there is
going to be what we woul d consider an unpl easant
noise, it is not unconmmon to see hi mwearing
noi se-cancel | i ng headphones. He has themw th
him pretty nuch all the tinme to help control his
sensory i ssues.
Coul d you describe further, if he does not have
those earnuffs, what is his reaction then?
| mean, it's disturbing for him obviously. He
m ght cry. He mght cover his ears. He m ght
run into a different room It's variable based
on whatever the sound is.

M5. SUTTON: Thank you.

MR. VWELBERS: O her questions of Rebecca?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VELBERS:. Does the Board have any

guesti ons?

(No verbal response.)

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 150

MR. VWELBERS: Thanks, Rebecca.

M5. DEBNAR: Thank you.

MR. VWELBERS: Lori, do you mnd if you go
next ?

M5. FRY: Sure.

LORI FRY,

being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH. Can you state your nanme and
address for the record, please.

MR. FRY: Lori Fry.

M5. NEMETH.  Wiich way are you spel ling
Lori, by the way?

M5. FRY: L-OR-I.

M5. NEMETH F-R-Y-E?

M5. FRY: Just F-R-Y. 111 East Burnett
Street.

M5. NEMETH. |'msorry, what was the
street?

M5. FRY: 111 East Burnett, B-URNET-T,
Street, LaMoille, 61330.

MR. VELBERS: Go ahead.

M5. FRY: Al right. Tonight |I am here
speaki ng on behalf of ny father, John Romanelli .

He had sonme mmj or oral surgery today, so he's
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unable to cone. He was here |last week. So | am
speaki ng on behalf of ny father, John Romanelli:

My house and | and sits on the south border
of the field that the solar farmis planned to
be built. | would like you to know the
sentinental inportance that ny property has to
me and ny famly.

| built this house with close friends in
the early 1990s. M late wfe, Kathy, and |
desi gned the hone and rai sed our four children
together on this property. The land itself
bel onged to ny famly before ne. The intentions
of building on this land is to keep this house
and farmand in the famly for generations to
cone.

My house was built on the top of a hill to
have a view of the surrounding |and. The sol ar
panels wouldn't -- won't be behind ny house. It
will be in front of ny picture wi ndow, where |
wll sit daily.

| have al so received several letters from
sol ar panel conpanies. | chose to follow ny
heart and not ny pocketbook. | chose to respect

nmy nei ghbors and the property owners that
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surround ne.

| know there has been di scussion of
farmng the land directly connected to ny
property, but the panels and up-to-8-foot fence
will still be in ny direct view and an eyesore
conpared to the crops that are planted annually.

| have been a hardworki ng man ny whol e,
entire life and | have earned it. Building this
house has ny bl ood, sweat and tears in it. |
| ove this hone. It is one of the proudest
things | did with ny late wife, and | want to
| eave ny house behind for ny children and in
hopes that it would be passed down to ny
grandchi | dren.

| am very concerned about the value of ny
property and the house value. The gentlenman
t hat di scussed the property value at the | ast
neeting did not give ne any confidence that ny
property val ue woul d not depreciate.

If you were to do a survey in our area,
| ocal area, and give the choice of having an
i dentical property next to or not next to a
solar farm | would guess that over 95 percent

of the surveyors would choose not to |ive next

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 153

to a solar farm That's just a guess.

In closing, if you were sitting in ny
shoes and the tables were turned, know ng how
much ny property and honme neans to ne, would you
be happy with the fact that a solar farm was
being built next to your honme? And |ast |
checked, nore farmand is not going to be nade.
And if you can figure out a way, |let nme know.

MR. VWELBERS:. |[|s that what you have to
say?

M5. FRY: For John Romanelli, yes. |
woul d |i ke to say sone stuff too.

MR WELBERS: Let's first ask if there's
any -- you represent your dad and that's because
he can't be here. That's good.

s there anything you would like to
clarify on John's?

EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. DONARSKI :

Q

Lori, for the record, do you know what your
dad's address is, so we have that in for the
record?

It's 20816 Illinois H ghway 89, Arlington,
I[1linois, 61312.
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M5. DONARSKI : Thank you very nuch.

MR. VELBERS:. Any questions on Lori,
representing her dad?

M5. DONARSKI: | have none.

MR. VELBERS: Now Lori is going to
represent herself.

M5. FRY: | amgoing to represent nyself.

So I was infornmed that tonight -- and I am
unsure that ny father even knows this. He was
not here in February, when it was di scussed.

| guess the tiling is only going to be
mai nt ai ned one year after this project is
conplete. | will say, | have pictures of one
tile that got plugged and ny dad had, |ike,

3 foot of water in his basenent. The whole --

he's got an open -- open-spaced basenent, and it
was -- it looked |like a swinmng pool. And then
he's got drywall in his basenent, sone, Iike,

living area. And because of one tile, one tile
was plugged, that conpletely filled up that
whol e area in his basenent.

Now, once this project is conplete and a
year later, if any of those tiles are affected,

| mean, you can't predict what's going to happen
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one year -- froma drought one year to the next
year. So if atile is broke because of that
project, then it could affect his farm ground,
area farmground, it could affect their property
value. And to get that fixed, he's going to
have to pretty nmuch sue that conpany to be able
to do that and to get it fixed.

It was actually on Page 15 and 16 of the
February m nutes where they said that it would
be only one year.

And then | guess ny other questionis -- |
know Wes personally and | have known hi m ny
whole life. And | guess ny question would be
s, why that -- why that property? Because you
own several nore. Wiy not have it in your
backyard, and then if it works great, then we
can talk in five years?

MR W GLLAN |I'mnot on the stand here.

MR WVELBERS: Yeah, | understand.

MR. FRY: That's just a statenent.

MR W GLLAN. 1'Il tell you one thing
t hough, the only way that you can see that field
of things is ook through his sheds. Because

iIt'"s not going to be north of his house.
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M5. FRY: Yes, it is.

MR W G LLAN. There's going to be
not hi ng between the house and the shed.

MR. VELBERS:. Wes, you have signed up to
speak, so we'll let you do that.

| f you have a question of Lori, you can do
that. But | think you're probably good.

MR W GLLAN. | amsorry. She asked ne
a questi on.

MR. VWELBERS: | under st and.

s there anything el se you would like to

tal k about ?

M5. FRY: No. | nean, | -- ny dad showed
nme the diagram He'll be able to see it out his
wi ndow, on the hill. So it will be there.

MR. VELBERS. Let's see if there's any
other clarifications.

M5. DONARSKI : | have none.

MR. PLUTA: No questions for ne.

| would just like to rem nd you that we're
here on a narrow set of topics. Drainage isn't
one of them

M5. FRY: It affects the property val ue.

MR. PLUTA: | want to be sensitive of
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everybody's tine here.

M5. FRY: Correct, and | am sensitive of
time, like the last two tinmes | have been here.
MR. VWELBERS: Do you have a questi on,

Dr. Wahl s?
DR WAHLS: | did. Steve Wahls.
EXAM NATI ON

BY DR WAHLS:

Q

o >» O >» O >

So | was hearing before that soneone that wants
to build a solar array on their property

shoul dn't benefit fromthat, but now I'm hearing
that your dad -- and | realize he's not here to
speak for hinself --

Correct.

-- doesn't want sonebody else to inpact his --
Property val ues.

-- use of his property?

Correct.
So we have two property owners. | just don't
know, how you deci de between -- | guess this is

how we do it. But each has, in ny mnd, an
equal entitlenment to use their property as they
woul d choose. Am| right? O maybe |I'm m ssing

sonet hi ng.
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MR. VWELBERS:. | guess you ultimately
turned that into a question. | guess you can
answer, if you choose, Lori.
| mean, everybody is entitled to build whatever
they want. And that's why, for exanple, if |
wanted to build a garage, like | did several
years ago, | still had to cone to the commttee
and nmake sure mny nei ghbors were good with it.

| f sonebody wants to put a solar farm next
to ny father's property, you have to nmake sure
your nei ghbors are okay with it, right?

(By Dr. Wahls:) | think that's why we are
her e.
| think so.

MR. WELBERS: Any ot her questions for
Lori ?

Col ette.

M5. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.

EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. SUTTON:

Q

According to the Illinois drainage |law, Lori,
who pays if tiles are plugged and it's backing
water up into your farmfield and affecting your

property value, that you can't get in to farm
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it?
The farner.
So the --
The | andowner woul d have to do all the
I nvestigating and pay for it all.
How often can that occur? Can that occur
| onger than a year after the construction?
Absol utely, because we don't know. W could
have a conpl ete drought for three years and not
get barely any rain, and then we could get a
bunch of rain, and then we'll find it wll be a
big surprise, won't it?

MR. VELBERS: Any ot her questions for
Lori ?

(No verbal response.)
MR. VELBERS:. Board, questions?
(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS: Thanks, Lori.

Rut h Bonnell? |Is Ruth Bonnell here?

Are you both w tnesses?

M5. SUTTON: We own property together.

MR. VWELBERS:. So you're here collectively
as W tnesses?

MS. SUTTON: Yes.
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MR. VELBERS:. So you'll both be sworn in
and you both have a presentation.

That's two nanes acconplished on ny |ist
her e.

COLETTE SUTTON and RUTH BONNELL,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH. State your nane and address
for the record, please.

M5. SUTTON: Colette Sutton, 33919 - 2400
North Avenue, LaMdille, Illinois, 61330.

MR. VELBERS. And in a mnute we'll get
Rut h' s.

M5. BONNELL: 806 South Main, LaMoille,
61330.

MR. VWELBERS:. | think you would want to
gi ve one to the Counsel so he can follow al ong.

Ruth, you will need to state your nane and
address for the record.

COURT REPORTER  She did. 806 South Min.

MR. VELBERS. Ckay. She did.

M5. NEMETH: 806 South Min?

COURT REPORTER  Uh- huh, LaMille.

MR. VWELBERS: You're ready?

M5. SUTTON:. Okay. I'mgoing to start
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Wi th just property value inpact, which was one
of the prescribed topics that we were supposed
to talk about. And | would like to add a few
nore data points to what was presented in a
previ ous conversation the | ast neeting we were
at about a week ago.

One is the Lawence Berkel ey National Lab
Study from Berkel ey, California, released
January 29th, 2023. And there were six states
In a quantitative statistical study. And they
have probably the | argest study, | would guess,
that's been done nost recently of 1.8 mllion
resi dential hones.

O those six states, three of them had
statistical changes based on solar farm
presence. One was M nnesota, and those
residents | ost 4 percent of value; North
Carolina lost 5.8 percent of value; and New
Jersey lost 5.6 percent of value. They also
studi ed California, Connecticut, Mssachusetts,
and those studies were within their margin of
error.

So if the conpany, G eenKey Sol ar or

G eenKey Devel opnent, or the Board will | ook, |
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have probably sone articles from sone nagazi nes
that wll kind of synthesize that, but your
Chair also has a conplete study with highlighted
pi eces of that study.

So | think the study is quite inpressive.
It's one of the biggest ones done and definitely
w th denographically-simlar states, |ike
M nnesota, for exanple, which has got |arger --
M nneapolis, St. Paul, city/urban area, and they
al so have a ot of farmng, very simlar to our
area as well .

So you're | ooking at M nnesota | osing
4 percent of the value of a residence within
sol ar panel situations, solar farns.

The second one, which is a little bit
ol der, University of Rhode Island, also was
quoted in the last neeting that | sat in on, and
that's dated from Septenber 29th, 2020. And
t hey studi ed 400,000 honmes within 3 mles of a
solar site. And hones within 1 mle of the
solar array lost 1.7 percent, which transl ated
to, according to the study, $5,751 conpared to
their control group.

And what was interesting, there was one
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statenent in that study, and it said there a was
greater negative inpact for property within

0.1 mle and properties surrounding solar sites
built on farm and and forestland in nonrural

ar eas.

So those two sites, | wanted to be sure
that the people sitting here tonight and the
Board as well and the Zoni ng Board Enforcenent
O ficer was aware of any sone additional data
points that were present in those two studies.
| think they're significant to the discussion
that we're having now.

Again, then | think the previous testinony
that tiles are only going to be maintained for
one year follow ng construction is significant.
You're |l ooking at nmy sister and I, who have a
famly farmvery close by on 2100. W can tel
you that opening up plugged tiles wll run you
I nto thousands of dollars, which we have done in
the previous year.

So | amtelling you that for | andowners
that are connected up to this project that it is
a significant concern that they are only going

to be maintai ned for one year after.
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This is a lifetime situation, where tiles
that are connected up to this project can plug
up at anytine, they can collapse, you can have
rodents cone in and whatever is in the area
clinmb up fromstreans nearby and so on.

In addition to that, | wanted to talk a
little bit differently about property val ues and
what | would call trickling down inpact for
t axpayers. The tax revenue comng fromthe
project, rightfully so, wll be going to D nm ck
and will be going to Hall.

But | can tell you, if you | ook north of
this project, you re looking at |and, and the
tax extensions that are going there wll be
going to LaMvill e H gh School and Unit 3083.
What happens with that is, if you were an
adm ni strator and you're |evying taxes, and
you're finding that the surrounding farns are
bei ng adversely affected -- and also LP is
within this as well. Sone of you that are in
t he audi ence toni ght nay see your taxes goi ng
fromD mnmck to LP.

But what happens when those property

val ues drop -- because you have bills to pay if
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you're an adm nistrator in a school or other

| evying entity, and you wll |evy what you need
to levy. So you will -- let's say your EAV has
changed and you have dropped 4 percent, you're
going to have to levy nore on the individual

resi dences and the farmland in order to pay your
bills and recoup and basically pay your people
that work for you.

The school district, which is usually
typically the heaviest levy in our area around
here, you're going to find that they're going to
need to raise that. So that's kind of a spinoff
of, what | would call, trickle-down econom cs,
but that's what that's going to anmount to if
t hat EAV decl i nes.

If we're talking -- I"'mgoing to talk a
little bit in reverse, and I'mgoing to talk
about the farm and and the project and G eenKey
Solar. And I'mgoing to say, What's the val ue
of that farmand? And |I'mgoing to say, It's
priceless. And the reason why it's pricel ess
is, if you |l ook at the environnental studies
that were required of the conpany that's going

to put in the solar farm you'll see that one --
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well, nore than one. There are actually seven
species that the conpany has to deal wth, but
one of themis called the Indiana bat.

kay. And |lest you think that we're crazy
here. The Indiana bat is an endangered speci es.
And if you |l ook at the Natural Resources report,
you will see that this particular parcel ground
is partially or wholly -- it's critical habitat.

Now, to their credit, the solar conpany
has said that they would try to nmake mtigating
actions for whooping cranes, these bats -- and
| m not sure about the |ong-eared bat. That's
anot her one that's on the verge of extinction,
but we're not sure about the critical area that
It mgrates around and travels to.

But what | wanted to tell you -- and sone
of you think that bats are creepy, and they're
bl ack, and we don't have to bother with them
But bats save -- and this is froma very
credi bl e source that you will see in the packet,
I f you have one. But they save nore than
$1 billion per year in crop damage. And if
you' re | ooking at the whole of agriculture, bats

save $3 billion a year in all of crop production
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and agriculture. So because we don't see them
doesn't nean that they aren't beneficial. And
in this particular piece of ground, hugely
benefici al .

So if we're going to put solar arrays on
that, the next piece of it is, Ch, we're going
to take mtigating action. But if you look in
your packets, there's a statistical study that's
pretty convincing. And what that statistical
study says -- and I'l|l have to read that -- that
bats alter their flight and feedi ng behavi or at
ground- nount ed sol ar farns.

| don't know what you' re going to do about
that, to mtigate that. And that's a relevantly
recent, very, very recent, study, statistical
study, and | have to say that | think it's very
wel | done.

And they are insectivorous bats. So to be
very clear, we're not tal king about fruit bats.
We're tal king about bats that eat insects. And
roughly speaki ng, one bat can eat 13,000 insects
a mnute.

So if you're looking at a very critical

pi ece of ground, this is it. W're here. So
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we' re tal king about declining property val ues,
and we're tal king about a very critical species.

Now, in the environnental inpact reports
that the conpany did a great job of gathering,
and in the reports there was al so a nention of
no streans flow through the property. Well
they don't, except Brush Creek is right across
the road. So if you're | ooking at Brush Creek,
and in your packet you will see -- that actually
my husband took a picture of -- mgratory birds
in the fall that are noving down Brush Creek.

Where did he take the picture? It was one
mle north of your project. So it's on the
Ernest Bartoli farmon Brush Creek, and that
cones right down, and we just happened to catch
them m grati ng.

So whoopi ng cranes are in this area,

mgratory birds are in this area, and of course

they fall under the Mgratory Bird Act. | don't
know -- whooping cranes certainly are
endangered, and you'll see Di xon

Water project -- Waterfowl project down in

Put nam County that wll eventually just shut

that conpletely off while those birds are coning

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 169

t hr ough.

So do they undoubtedly affect this
project? Yeah, they do. So |I'mnot -- anyway,
certainly an issue. And the bats probably are
nore serious.

The other piece | had was the
ar cheol ogi cal inpact study, and that was nore of
a question than anything. And that Commobnweal t h
Heritage report cane in, and that Comonweal t h
Heritage report indicated that there were
13.06 acres that overlap the area of high
probability for archaeol ogi cal resources.

And so they were recomrendi ng a survey be
done before this project was instituted,
what ever, but | amnot sure at this point if
that has been conpleted. So I know you're still
| ooki ng for approval. But that was one of ny
guesti ons.

Now, noving on to general health and
safety, which | think is one of the approved
topics as well.

MR. VWELBERS: It is.

M5. SUTTON: | wanted to talk just briefly

about the perineter fence. Because when | read
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t he application, one of ny concerns was the
application indicated that the perineter fence
Is not part of the facility, and that's stated
on the -- and it may be because you want the
50-foot setback. |'mnot sure what the

rati onal e was.

But my concern is, nmaintenance, repair and
insurance. So if you're carrying liability on
this, you have sonebody that hit that fence and
they're in a catastrophic accident, where
injuries are termnal, you know, whatever,
people die in the accident, whose liability is
going to cover that? |If your liability
insurance is -- and | read, you know, you agreed
to provide liability insurance for this project.
|f the fence isn't part of the facility, | would
argue, having been in the public sector, that
they are going to say, This fence isn't yours,
we're not covering it.

So that's one of ny concerns, in terns of
general health and safety. |If the fence isn't
part of the facility, who manages it? And who

pays for the upkeep of that fence? And howis

it part of it?
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And yes, | think you can argue senantics,
but liability insurance is going to argue
semantics when sonmething critical happens.

One of ny other concerns, maybe not an
objection, is indemification. And I know that
the solar project has agreed to carry liability
I nsurance, and corporations carry liability
I nsurance to protect thenselves, and they have
agreed to cover -- | have a list of sonme of them
-- respective agents, officers, appointed and
el ected officials, volunteers and enpl oyees, as
addi ti onal insureds.

But that's for liability, not for
I ndemmi fi cati on.

The corporation does not agree to
i ndemmi fy these sane residents wthout a
judicial opinion and against any and all cl ai ns,
demands, | osses and suits.

So one of -- you know, are these other
people at risk if it doesn't fall under your
liability insurance? This is a serious issue,
that you're not going to indemify these people
sitting here tonight on the Board, you're not

going to indemify other vol unteers.
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And one of the concerns -- and |
truthfully don't know -- what about your
vol unteer EMIs, firefighters, people that
service you in enmergencies? Do they fall under
this coverage? And you're covering for them
liability, but you're not indemifying themfor
ot her issues not pertaining to your liability
I ssues, | guess.

So that's one of nmy concerns. Maybe not
an objection, but a concern at this point.

There was anot her nention of solar panels
that are damaged. And, of course, | believe
that Hunter had some pictures on his Linkedln
website of soneone | obbying solar panels out in
Oregon.

But the solar panels in the United States,
according to the Harvard Busi ness Review -- and
| think they're a respected group. | think
they're a respected organi zati on that puts out
newsworthy itens -- and they indicated that as
far as they know, there's only one solar farm
conpany in the United States that has a
recycling programat this point, and it's First

Solar. And they only recycle if you buy -- if
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you use their product, which nakes sense.

And so | think right now, the current
status of things, is that recycling, as far as
panels go, is they're entering the landfills
ri ght now.

And | believe, when | | ooked at the
February m nutes, that there was sone nention of
you woul d use German-based sol ar panel s or
sonething simlar to that. But | could be wong
about that.

So those are just a few of the things that
| had concerns about and information that |
t hought peopl e should know about, as a whole

group, and in addition to the corporation as

wel | .

MR. VELBERS:. Does Ruth have anything to
add?

MS. BONNELL: No.

M5. SUTTON: She said she wasn't going to
t al k.

M5. BONNELL: | just handed out papers.
MR. VELBERS: Ruth, do you support what
your sister said?

M5. BONNELL: Yes, a hundred percent.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MR VELBERS:
Q Just one question. You own a farmvery
proximal to this. So is that |located -- you

said off 2100. Is that farther east?
A. Yes. Yes, it's east of the proposed project,

right, and it's a famly farm

East of Gllans' farmtoo?
Par don ne?

East of Gllans' farnf
Yes. It's down the road.
Ckay.

It's the second four corners on 2100.
Second four corners on 2100.
Right. W have been there over 150 years.

In the fam|ly?

> o >» O >» O >» O >» O

In the famly. W're it, fight or no fight.
MR. VWELBERS: kay. (Questions, Kris?
M5. DONARSKI: That was ny question, is
where their land was in relation to this.
M5. SUTTON:. We're just down the road.
Second four corners, that's us.
M5. DONARSKI: That's all | have. Thank

you.
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M5. SUTTON: | also would like to address
that | don't have any issues, and | don't think
Ruth does as well, with any part of the famly.
So please don't think that we have got any
personal issues, any -- you know, this is just
strictly what |'m seeing happening wwth the site
selection. And | don't have any issues with
solar farns, per se. | do have an issue with
appropriate site sel ection.

So | know that's not part of the
al | onabl e, but, you know, | just want to make
sure that site selections are thoughtfully taken
into consideration and reviewed by all players.

MR. VELBERS. GCkay. Anyone have questions
of Colette? Ruth is not wanting to testify,
just supports what Colette says. So Colette is
t he spokesman here.

M5. SUTTON: Right.

MR. VWELBERS:. So questions for Colette?

Go ahead.

MR. PLUTA: It's not a question for
Col ette. Thank you.

| want to nmake a procedural point and then

figure out what you would like me to do with it,
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So, you know, sone of this report is
pretty far afield fromthe scope that we're here
to address. Wuld it be better for nme to just
make, |ike, a running objection to stuff that's
of f the scope?

MR. VELBERS:. |[|f you would |ike to nmake an
objection to, |like, the bats and things that
were of f scope, go ahead and do so, and we'l |l
put that into consideration for the public
record.

MR. PLUTA: Then I'Il just nake an
objection to the parts of the testinony that
related to the drai nage, the bat study, the
ar chaeol ogi cal study, the fence perineter issue,
and then the legal liability insurance issues.

MR WELBERS: Okay.

M5. SUTTON: Am | allowed to counter-ask
hi m why?

MR. VELBERS: Well, he's made an objection
that we were outside the scope of what we were
asked by the County Board. W actually were.

But you put a great deal of effort into
it, and this is a public neeting, so | let you

do it. And as the Counsel for them he just
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wants to point out to the County Board that |
didn't do what | was supposed to do, but that's
okay.

M5. SUTTON: | would like to offer sone
support. In terns of the bats, if you're
tal ki ng about what is the value of this |and,
what's the value of a piece of |and that a
nati onal organization has said is a critical
habitat for this bat, this bat is on borrowed
tinme, it's endangered. What's the val ue of that
property to keep that particul ar species alive
that contributes several billion dollars a year
to insecticides that farners don't have to put
on the ground? | think that piece of ground is
worth a | ot of noney.

So if you're tal king about the property
val ue i npact, which was one of the all owabl e
topics, | would say that bats are primary to
property value inpact. How can that not be a
property --

(Interruption by audi ence.)
M5. SUTTON: |'msorry.
MR. VELBERS:. You nmade a powerful argunent

that it really is in the scope because it
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af fects property val ues.
Ckay. Anything el se?
(No verbal response.)
MR. VWELBERS:. Are there any other
guestions for Colette Sutton here?
(No verbal response.)
MR. VELBERS:. Does the Board have any
guesti ons?
(No verbal response.)
MR. WELBERS: None. Thank you. You did
| ot of research, that's for sure.
Devin, could I call you up next?
DEVI N SOLDATI ,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. NEMETH. State your nane and address

for the record, and spell your |ast nane for
pl ease.

MR. SOLDATI: Devin Soldati,
SOL-DAT-I.

M5. NEMETH. S-OL?

MR SOLDATI: DA-T-1.

M5. NEMETH. And you need to speak up.

MR. SOLDATI: 33375 - 2100 North Avenue,
Arlington, Illinois, 61312. And it's I-N.

a

ne,
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MR. VWELBERS: Go ahead, Devin.

VR, SCLDATI: So Ladies and Gentl enen of
the Board, | cone before you today not just as a
concerned citizen, but as a steward of the |and
and a custodi an of our rural heritage.

We stand at a crossroads where the
tranquility of our countryside is threatened by
the inposition of industrial structures. The
proposal to install solar panels in the
nei ghboring cornfield may seem | i ke progress,
but | et us not be deceived by the allure of
cl ean energy at the expense of our community's
wel | being. The rural character that draws us to
this area wll be irrevocably altered as growth
of the solar panels mar the horizon and disrupts
the natural beauty that surrounds us.

Beyond the aesthetic concerns, there are
practical inplications that cannot be
overl ooked. The installation of solar panels in
a cornfield not only displaces vital
agricultural activity, but also poses potenti al
environnmental risks. The disruption of soil
ecosystens, the loss of variable |and and the

di sturbance of wldlife habitats are al
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consequences that we cannot afford to ignore.

We live on prine agricultural soil, and we
are gathered here today to anal yze data and find
a solution that benefits both the environnent
and the community. M proposal is this, and it
Is one that Massachusetts is noted for
I npl ementing and one M nnesota is |looking to
recreate: focusing on installing solar panels
not on hi gh-grade farm and but rather on
negl ected brownfields, creating areas call ed
brightfields.

A brownfield is defined by the EPA as, and
| quote, a property, the expansion,
redevel opnent, or reuse of which may be
conplicated by the presence or potenti al
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or
contam nant, end quote.

They claimthat there are over 450, 000
brownfields in the country. Investing in and
repur posi ng these areas increases |ocal tax
bases and job growh, takes advantage of
existing infrastructure, and takes devel opnent
pressures off of the undevel oped, open | and,

such as the 40 acres we are here to di scuss.
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According to Community Environnental
Def ense Services, or CEDS, the best solar farns
are built where they are not visible from hones
or a mninmm of 600 feet away from any houses.
Additionally, CEDS clains that the best solar
farms mnimze the use of prine productive soils
that woul d need to be taken out of agricul tural
production. Neither of these recomrendati ons
will be followed in this proposed solar farm
I nstallation.

Mor eover, |et us consider the inpact on
property val ue, which has been a controversi al
subject thus far. As residents who have proudly
I nvested our time, effort and resources into
mai nt ai ni ng our hones and | and, the prospect of
di m ni shed property values is deeply troubling.
Potential buyers nmay be deterred by industrial-
scale solar infrastructure in our mdst.

As a matricul ating nedi cal student in
August, | have sone background in research and
the ethics associated wwth it. If | were to
stand here and claimthat | have not read of any
negative i npact on property value follow ng the

installation of a solar farmon farm and, |
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woul d be remss. | heard this in a previous
hearing, and believe that observation bias my
have cone into play.

| amnot on the stand claimng to be an
expert, but in ny reading of online resources, |
have | earned of hones' val ues both decreasing
and not changing by a statistically significant
margi n. However, | have not personally read of
honme val ues necessarily increasing fromhones in
proximty to installed solar farns.

These expansive solar farns are not to be
confused with residential panels on hones, which
has been shown to actually increase hone val ue
according to the Departnent of Energy.

For exanpl e, CEDS observed about 400, 000
property val ues, and the results suggests 1.7
and 7 percent depreciation of property val ue
follow ng the construction of a solar farm
wthin 1 mle and 0.1 mles, respectively.

That 7 percent coincided with the decrease
in value of $23,682, neani ng the average
property val ue study was around 338, 000. And
this is not an exuberant anount, based on the

proposed area, and does not warrant the
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di sm ssal of this study and statistic.

The results suggest, and | quote,
extrenely large disanenities for projects in
very close proximty. On the other hand, the
Uni versity of Rhode Island believes that
property val ues may not be lowered in areas in
whi ch sol ar panels are not visible fromthe hone
and significantly worse effects are seen on farm
or forestland in nonrural areas.

Gaur and Lang oppose the University's
| atter proposal, and claimthat greater
reduction in sale prices are observed in rural
areas near greenfield construction.

Where these two studies do agree is in
decline of the sale price, with the Gaur and
Lang study on 289,000 properties estimating a
net loss of $1.66 billion in aggregate housing
val ue due to solar installations within 1 mle
I n Massachusetts and Rhode | sl and.

And | recall the results of studies from
W nnebago County being presented in this room
which ultimtely ended up being our M nnesotan
counterpart. So | would be m sleading you if |

did not nention that this data was gathered in
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Rhode | sl and and Massachusetts.

Their data points to probabl e adverse
property effects when sol ar panels disrupt
farmand within one m|e.

A Benjamin Martin study on the Twin Gties
metro area observed | ower market val ues for
properties abutting solar installation, but was
I nconcl usi ve i n determ ni ng whet her said | ower
parcel value was actually due to the
I nstallation.

So wi thout concl usive data, especially on
our exact |l ocation and circunstances, |
reiterate that this is information that is neant
to serve as a guide, not as a deci sionnaker.

Despite these recommendati ons and data
pointing to potential adverse effects, why would
sol ar panel devel opers continue to find
representatives fromacross the country to
continue pursuing our vital soil? Perhaps
because it costs substantially | ess to devel op
on farm and than brownfield, |andfield,
superfund or industrial |and, per CEDS.

Perhaps it is the parcel in question, the

cost-effective proximty to people, and
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transm ssion of the power generated, which
Martin's study notes as a conbinati on that
| owers parcel val ues when sol ar panels are
I npl ement ed.

| understand that these conpanies are
trying to mnimze their expenses, as any
conpany may, but their profits should not cone
at the expense of our conmunity nenbers. CEDS
predi cts that houses nearby the brownfields
repur posed i nto sol ar space depreci ates | ess
t han hones near repurposed farns and forestl and.
The EPA even states that brownfield
redevel opment can i ncrease nei ghboring homnes’
val ues within about one mle by 5 to 15 percent.

| f solar farm devel opnent is deterred by
the increased cost of inplenentation, there are
EPA brownfield programgrants available to
assist with environnental research, cleanup and
job training. The EPA's website clains there
are over $300 million in browmfield grants to
revitalize communities.

| recognize solar farns do have positive
I npacts, such as bringing in additional tax

revenue. So let's propose a few alternative
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| ocations in our county that will allow for the
addi tional incone, while better preserving our
envi ronnent.

A few potentially suitable brownfields to
install solar panels are the closed Princeton,
Mal den and Ladd nunicipal landfills. | took a
gl ance at the Princeton nunicipal landfill on
Googl e Earth, and panels installed there would
not be visible to nearby hones due to bordering
tree lines. Additionally, the tree lines
bet ween nearby houses in this area are w der
than 100 feet, if | interpreted the graph
correctly, which the sound expert from North
Carolina said would be the m ni nrum needed to
bl ock the sounds emtted by a solar farm |
cal cul ated there to be about 300, 800, and
400 feet surrounding the three non-road-
facing sides of the landfill.

Most inportantly, we nust not forget the
voi ce of the community. As nei ghbors who share
commtnent to preserving the rural character of
our surroundi ngs, we stand united in our
opposition to this ill-conceived proposal. Qur

col | ective voice nust be heard and respected in
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the decision that will shape the future of our
communi ty.
In conclusion, | urge you to not consider

only the short-term benefits but also the
| ong-term consequences of this proposal. W
want to safeguard the rural heritage that
defines our way of life and reject the intrusion
of industrial devel opnent into our fertile
count rysi de.

Thank you.

MR. VELBERS: Now you're subject to a few
guestions, you understand.

Do you have sone, Kris?

M5. DONARSKI: | do.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DONARSKI :

Q

Devin, where is your property in relation to

t he proposed solar farnf

So there's Gllans' house, Neil and Meggie's
house, and we're further down the road east, and
it's the next house right on the north side of

t he road.

So do you have an estinmate?

Like, a third of a mle fromNeil and Meggie's
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house.

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. Thank you. That's
all | bhave.

MR. VWELBERS:. Questions of this wtness?

MR. PLUTA: No question. Just going to
| odge ny objection to the portions of his
testi nony about the environnental risks, the
farm and and soil conversation, and the
di scussi on about how the property was sited, you
know, whether it be a brownfield or a non-
brownfi el d.

So that's ny objection, and noving to
strike the testinony.

MR. SCLDATI: Can you el aborate on the
details of that, what exactly you're testifying
agai nst -- or objecting against?

MR. PLUTA: So the scope of the review
process for this remand was on four narrow
| ssues.

MR. SOLDATI: | understand that.

MR. PLUTA: So |'m saying that you went
out si de of those issues.

MR, SCLDATI: What details are you

obj ecting against, is what |'m saying?
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MR. PLUTA: So the topic of, |ike, where
we chose to site the project isn't one of the
four things that we are here to tal k about
t oday.

MR. SCLDATI: The inpact of the property
value in the neighboring areas is being inpacted
by the site.

MR PLUTA: But that's not related to the
deci sion not to be on a brownfield site or not
to be on a brownfield site.

MR SOLDATI: [It's not about the
brownfield site. It's about the property val ue
being within an area.

MR. PLUTA: |1'mgoing to | odge ny
obj ecti on.

M5. SCLDATI: You can | odge your
obj ecti on.

MR. VWELBERS: You have done so. [It's in
t he record.

MR, SCLDATI: [|I'mtestifying why it is
within the scope of the four.

MR. VWELBERS. Colette, did you have a
guesti on?

MS. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY Ms. SUTTON
Q | just wanted to clarify. Wre you using the
brownfield as an exanple of an alternative
property value for the conpany or the

corporation which would be a conparabl e

conpari son to sonething nore |ess Cass A soil?

A Yes.

M5. SUTTON: | just wondered because | saw

that there was a property val ue connection, but

| just wanted to nake sure.

MR. VELBERS. Any ot her questions?

MR. SCLDATI: Because the property val ue
woul d i ncrease.

MR. VWELBERS: Any ot her questions? Does
t he Board have any questions?

(No verbal response.)

VR, SCLDATI: | have ny sources here.
Sorry, | didn't nake ten copies of each.

M5. NEMETH. Is this the copy of each
thing that you did?

VMR, SCLDATI: That's ny sources that |
tal ked about today.

MR. VWELBERS: Wuld you mnd taking this
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to Kris, since we're all behind the table, and
she'll log it in as an exhibit fromyou.

M5. DONARSKI : Thank you.

MR. SOLDATI: Wuld you like nme to go over
t he sources that | found online?

MR. VELBERS. Are they in what you have

just put in?

MR. SOLDATI: No, they are not. | didn't
know we coul d have our phones. So | |ooked up a
coupl e.

MR. VELBERS. Well, yes, if you have got
nore to testify to, again, try to stay with
the --

MR, SCLDATI: Yeah, health and safety.

MR. VWELBERS: Yeah, go ahead. Yes, if
you're not done testifying, nowis the tine to
testify.

MR. SOLDATI: So as a, like, matricul ating
medi cal student, |'mnot considering nyself an
expert; however, | do have sone background in
research and ethics that go along with that.
And for nme to say that every piece of research
that | have ever seen on one particular topic,

and to bring that to a commttee or bring that
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to a group of people and to say that all | found
was on one side of the spectrum they would not
really take ny opinion very seriously. [If |
were to go to a research conference and not
present counter-argunments and possi bl e evi dence
that do not support ny side, | would be

consi dered bi ased.

So | presented argunents from both sides,
and additionally | found sone articles in the
nmeantine that do support autismand EMF and EMF
possi bl y worseni ng synptons of autism or causing
it.

And the studies were by Martha Herbert and
C ndy Sage. Let ne see what the other ones
were. | do have the list of references, as
wel | .

One of the sources says, as | said
earlier, which is | think already in the record:
Synptons of retarded nenory, | earning,
cognition, attention, and behavi oral problens
have been reported in nunerous studies and are
simlarly manifested in autismand attention

deficit hyperactivity disorders, as a result of

EMF and RFR exposures where both epigenetic
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drivers and genetic (DNA) damage are |ikely
contri but ors.

Anot her source that | had found says: In
paral l el, the energence of ever |arger bodies of
evi dence supporting a |arge array of nont herm
but prof ound pat hophysi ol ogi cal inpacts of
EMF/ RFR is transform ng our understandi ng of the
nature of EMF/ RFR i npacts on the organi sm

Which | believe the doctor said that,
because we are nade of the sane things, research
from let's say, 27 years ago is still possibly
up to date. However, this article does
contradi ct that.

That's all | have got right now

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR WELBERS:

Q

Whul d you just elaborate a little bit nore on

t he nedi cal background -- training and
background that you actually have?

| do not have -- | have a bachel or of science
fromBradl ey University, graduated in My of
2023, and I'Il start nedical school in the fall.
|"mnot claimng to be an expert.

You're going to go to nmedical school this fall?
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Yes.
And your bachelor of science fromBradley is in
what category?

Heal t h sci ence.

Heal th sci ence?

Yes.

That's what | wanted you to lay into the
record.

So you have recently graduated in health
sciences from Bradl ey, and you are going to
begi n nedi cal school this fall?

Yes, sir.

MR. VWELBERS: ay. That needs to be
sai d.

Do you have any questions regarding that,
Kris?

M5. DONARSKI: | have none.

MR, PLUTA: Just a couple.

MR. VELBERS. Now s the tine.

He has a coupl e questions for you.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR PLUTA:

Q

Just a couple questions for you. | realize you

just found these over the course of the neeting.
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Have you had an opportunity to reviewthe entire
articl es?

| have not read the entire article. | can
provide themto you, if you would like to take a
deeper | ook at them

And you referred to one as Herbert and Sage,

but any nore detail s?

They are published journal articles. | can
give you the information on them if you want.
|"msorry, | don't have physical copies here.
But it's not sonething that you can personally
testify the know edge to, other than the skim

t hat you di d?

|''mnot portraying nyself as an expert. [|I'm
portrayi ng nyself as a student that can anal yze
sni ps of data and give feedback on.

Do you know about what |evels of exposure the
people that were in the study that you're
tal ki ng about were exposed to?

| could if | read the entire thing.

But you can't right now?

| cannot. | will, if you want ne to. [|'Ill sit
up here and read the whol e thing.

That's not really the point of the testinony.
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Vell, | will.
What about the source of the EMF? Do you know,
fromwhat you read, if the source is from sol ar
panels or if it's fromsonething el se?
It's fromgeneral EM~. |t does not
specifically say sol ar panels.
But you can't testify to the source or the
exposure |l evel, the exposure length of tinme or
anything like that --
No.
-- to your know edge today?
| can read it and tell you.
That's all right.
Thought so.

MR. VWELBERS: Any ot her questions from our
Boar d?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VELBERS:. Thank you, Devin.

MR. SCLDATI: Thank you. Appreciate your
tine.

MR. WELBERS: Neil, would you like to go
next? Decline?

MR. N. G LLAN: Everybody has pretty well

covered ny issues in their testinonies that they
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have given.
MR, WELBERS: Nanette?
NANETTE G LLAN,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
M5. NEMETH. State your nanme and address
for the record, please.

M5. G LLAN. Nanette Gllan, 1442 Sl eepy

Hol | ow Road, Anboy, Illinois.

MR. VWELBERS: Go ahead.

M5. G LLAN. Ckay. As far as -- | think
they have all, you know, pretty well gone

t hrough the property val ues and everyt hing.

But as far as safety, | just have a

brochure here that Spencer County, |ndiana, had
printed and handed out in regards to safety
i ssues with the sol ar panels, such as fire.
Al so they tal k about the erosion caused by sol ar
projects and how sol ar conpanies don't naintain
things after they are built, which I have copies
of that for you.

But | also would Iike to note in the
February 15th transcript, M. Snyder, first of
all, on Page 10 quoted that he worked for
G eenKey Sol ar, which was al ready brought up
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tonight that their license is revoked to
practice business in Illinois.

He then went on to say, when questioned in
regards to how |l ong he's been in business, it
was seven to eight years. Then he was asked:

If this permt is granted, wll G eenKey be
bui I ding and operating the proposed solar farm
or do you just kind of develop it and then sell
it to other conpanies?

He stated they hadn't really nmade the
decision yet. Therefore, personally | feel a
| ot of this testinony is noot, because we don't
know who's going to operate it. So he can't
say, We're going to fix atile in one year,
we're going to fix atile in ten years, because
we don't know who's going to operate it.

They for sure are going to build it. But
if they sell it, then we don't know who's going
to have it. So it could be a conpany that files
bankruptcy a year into it, and then, from what |
have read, all the liability for the debt and
everything falls back on the | andowner.

So, you know, | don't see, in part, why

we' ve even gone through all these hearings until
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that's definitively decided.

|, too, am concerned, as John Romanel |
Is. Like Lori stated, they built their house
with a lot of friends. They were part of the
friends that hel ped us build our house. W
hel ped them build their house. W both raised
our famlies on these farns.

| -- nyself and nmy husband were very torn
about selling our hone, and deci ded we would
only sell it to our son or a famly nenber when
we decided to nove to the canpground that we now
operate. There's a lot of nenories in this
pl ace. And, you know, |ike John, we had pl anned
on leaving this farmw th a good val ue, not
depreci ate or not decrease because sonebody
decided to put up a solar farm

You know, sone of the decisions that have
been made in this, | realize M. Gllan wants to
make a buck. Well, | want to have a buck to
give to ny kids, too, and ny grandkids sone day.
| want to have a farm where ny grandkids can
still go out and learn how to drive tractors and
|l earn the work ethic, |ike their grandfather

had, by being able to operate the farm and not
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having to | ook at these huge sol ar panel s next
toit or a fence that God knows if it's going to
be safe or not.

Because, as we have tal ked about, we have
a grandchild who's autistic. Not only does
noi se bother him but |ike you stated,

Dr. Wahls, he's very quick to nove. And if they
put up the fence that they are proposing, he'll
use that as a | adder and he'll be in that farm
innotine flat. Ganted, you know, it's our
responsibility to watch over him but | don't
run that fast enough to follow him

| mean, you know, Neil and Meggie -- when
he's at our canpground, he's all over the place.
So, you know, it's hard to -- you do your best,
but there's no way that this fence that they
have tal ked about woul d keep himout of this.

So there's a safety issue with that too.

Al so, you know, every w tness that has
spoken in -- positively about having a sol ar
farm have all been paid wtnesses. Everybody
that's spoken against it, we have enotional

attachments toit. W are concerned al so

financially for what our property woul d be
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wort h.

These peopl e have al so supposedly been
experts, and yet we had one toni ght who spoke
that he testified because he's a buddy of
M. Snyder, who owns the conpany.

And at the County Board neeting, when they
questi oned Bob McCook, as the mayor of the
Village of Cherry, because the solar farm would
be too close to the boundaries of the village,
he said that he went along with it because he's
a buddy of Wes Gllan's. And he never even
brought it to the people of Cherry. So there's
alot of -- 1 don't know, | can't say illegal
t hi ngs that have gone on with this, but there's
a lot of things that, to ne, have not been
handl ed properly.

So | just -- | respectfully ask that you
once again vote to deny this permt because it's
just affecting so nany people and there's so
many questions surrounding it yet that haven't
been answered definitively. You know, why
should we -- why should we | ose val ue just
because one person wants to nake a buck?

That's it.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 202

MR. WELBERS: There will be sonme
guestions, and | have one.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR WELBERS:

Q

You touched on Mayor McCook, and you said that
he said he had not asked the people of Cherry.
Now, is that true?
W were told that by a Village Board nenber
that it was never brought to their attention.

MR. WELBERS: Go ahead. Connie, go ahead
and ask that question on that subject also,
because | know you have sone firsthand
know edge.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. STETSON:

Q

| was the one that confronted M. MCook; is
that correct?

Yes, it is.

And | asked himif he had contacted you guys in
the area, within that mle and a half, because
he has to sign a paper saying that it's okay to
cone wwthin that mle and a half; is that
correct?

Correct.
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>

And what did -- and he stated that he did not?
That's correct.
And he said, | didn't do anything against the
law, is that correct?
That's correct.
And | said, It's just conmon courtesy to have a
neeting and | et people know what's goi ng on
within the mle and a half?
That's correct.

MR. VELBERS: Wre you --
(By Ms. Stetson:) And | said, You' re Ws
G llan's buddy? And he agreed?
Correct.

MR. VELBERS: Were you at that neeting?
G LLAN. No, | was not.
STETSON: It's in the Board m nutes.

20D

VELBERS: Any questions?
EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. DONARSKI :

Q

Nanette, for the record, can you describe where
your property is in relation to the proposed
sol ar farnf

My farm-- ny 60 acres butts right up to their

40 acres.
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> O > O

On whi ch side?
On the west side.
On the east side?
East side. East side. |I'msorry, yes.
M5. DONARSKI: That's all right. | just
wanted that to be in the record. Thank you.

MR. WELBERS: Go ahead.

MR. PLUTA: |1'mgoing to | odge an
obj ecti on.
MR. WELBERS: | know you are.

MR. PLUTA: The information about the
mayor of Cherry is both hearsay and outside the
scope of the hearing.

M5. G LLAN: No, it's not. It's in the
comm ttee m nutes.

MR. VELBERS. He's | odged an objection.

It was outside the scope, and I went ahead and
asked you because you introduced it. So he can
| ay that objection there that I wasn't supposed
to ask that, but | did and so --

MR. PLUTA: | understand.

MR. WELBERS:. -- his objectionis in the
record, and that's good. That's fine. He's

done what he has to.
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Anyone el se, questions for Nanette?
(No verbal response.)
MR. VELBERS:. Board?
(No verbal response.)
MR. VWELBERS: Ckay. That brings us -- go
ahead.
(I nterruption by audi ence.)
MR. VWELBERS:. That brings us to Wes.
Wul d you like to cone up and say your --
anyt hi ng el se?
MR W GLLAN. No, I'Il just let it go
MR, VELBERS:. Ckay.
M5. STREMLAU. Can | speak?
MR. VELBERS. Yes, go ahead. Cone on up,
Kar en.
KAREN STREM_AU,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
M5. STREMLAU:. Karen Streni au.
M5. NEMETH  Spell Strem au, please.
M5. STREMLAU. S-T-R-E-ML-A-U  Address
Is 4013 East First Road, Mendota, Illinois,
61342.
Previous testinony has said that there's

no glare fromthese panels, and |I believed you
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guys. | was sold. | thought, okay, there's no
glare on these panels. Until the other day,
when | was driving to ny son's house in
Wsconsin. W were between Lena and Wrren,
Illinois, on a ridge going over, up and down
hills, and we cane over a rise and there was a
very intense glare.

At first we didn't realize what it was. |
was W th ny husband. D dn't realize what it
was. As we got further down the road, we cane
al ongside of the facility, and it was very
definitely a solar farm And the glare was
I nt ense.

So |''mspeaking to safety issues.

Route 89 is a busy road, north and south. You
conme over the rise -- from Cherry headi ng north,
you cone over a rise. Those solar panels are
going to be facing the road. There is -- can |
say definitely that there will be a glare? No.
But | can tell you that there could be a gl are.

And for it to be in that close of
proximty to Route 89, which is known for
horrendous acci dents w thout the distraction of

a solar farmand the glare, it increases safety
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risk to the drivers on the road.

Now, can | tell you what kind of panels
those were? No. Can | tell you what conpany
put themup? No. | can tell you where the
solar farmis, because we drive by it when we go
to ny son's house.

So previous -- it bothers ne -- you nade a
very good point. \Wen you speak to sonething
and you say, | have never seen that. The guy
who tal ked about sol ar panels and no glare, he
said, | have never seen it. WlIl, I'msorry, he
didn't address the fact that it can happen. And
| "' monly speaking from personal experience,
because | saw it.

That's all | have got to say.

MR. VWELBERS: Okay. Let's see if there's
any questions. That's how it works, Karen.

Kris, do you have any questions?

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. DONARSKI :
Q And, Karen, do you own any property in this
vicinity or your concern is just as a traveling

-- nmenber of the traveling public on Route 897?

A. No, | do own property in that area.
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And where is it inrelation to the solar farn?
It i s southeast.

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. Thank you very mnuch.

MR. VELBERS. Karen, you mght put into
the record that your brother is John Romanelli.

M5. STREMLAU. M brother is John
Romanel |i .

MS. DONARSKI: ©Ch, okay.

M5. STREMLAU. Lori is nmy niece. So yes,
that is famly property, part of ny heritage
that we all share in.

MR. VELBERS. Anyone el se have any
guestions for Karen?

(No verbal response.)

MR. WELBERS:. Board?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VELBERS:. Thank you, Karen.

Any other wi tnesses? |Is there anyone el se
that would like to testify?

Cone forward.

Cl NDY BYERS,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
M5. NEMETH. Pl ease state your nane and

address for the record.
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M5. BYERS: G ndy Byers, B-Y-E-R S,
21149 11 linois H ghway 89, Arlington, 61312.

"' mgoing to kind of sound |ike the other
| ady, the last w tness, but we just bought our
property two years ago kind of as our retirenent
home. It's built up on the hill, and |I believe
when they -- ny sister built it, but she built
it and kept in mnd the views to the sout hwest
t hat overl ooks the creek that you spoke about
and the sunsets and the land to the south,
farm and, watch the corn grow.

WIIl | sell it? Probably not. But I
don't know that we woul d have bought it if we
had known this was goi ng to happen.

| just -- that's it.

MR. VELBERS:. Anything el se you want to
say?

M5. BYERS: No. You know, we talk about

safety reasons and everything, we just don't

want to look at it. [It's nothing against the
G |l ans.
MR. VELBERS. Kris, I'll let you clarify

where she is in relation to that.

EXAM NATI ON
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BY M5. DONARSKI :

Q C ndy, can you explain how far away?

A. W' re about 300 yards north.

Q 300 yards north?

A. (Nods head.)

Q Ckay.

A Up on the hill, right -- it would be the first
resi dence.

Q You're on the east side --

A | am on the east side.

Q -- of Route 897
M5. DONARSKI : Ckay. Thank you.
MR. VELBERS: Questions of this wtness?

Col ette.
M5. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. SUTTON
Q Did you tell me that you do fall -- your hone

falls wwthin the distance of less than a half a
mle fromthe project, and fromthe data given
that that could potentially affect your hone by
a reduction of 4 percent?

A. Yes. W're less than a half a mle.

Q You're less than half a mle.
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M5. SUTTON:. Thank you.
MR. VWELBERS: Any ot her questions, Board?
(No verbal response.)

MR. WELBERS:. |[|s there any ot her
W t nesses? Anyone else that would like to
testify tonight?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VELBERS. Kris, do we have sonet hi ng
we need to read into the record toni ght?

M5. DONARSKI: | do. | have those, if you
would like nme to read those conditions again so
that it's fresh in everyone's m nd.

MR. VWELBERS: Let's do that, and then we
will et Counsel do the closing argunent, and |
think we can close this out.

| think our guard will give us a few extra
mnutes. He and | go back a | ong ways. He's
not going to arrest ne.

MR. PLUTA: In terns of order, if we have
a rebuttal witness to answer sone of the things
t hat came up, should we do that before or after?

MR. VWELBERS: Do we want to do that now?

MR. SNYDER: Yeah. [I'll just nmake it very
qui ck.
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COURT REPORTER: | can't renenber, did |
swear you in tonight?

MR. SNYDER: Yes, you did.

TROY SNYDER,
havi ng been previously duly sworn, testified as
foll ows:

MR. SNYDER: Troy Snyder.

Just wanted to be very quick, touching on
a few of these things that were brought up, just
really quick, just to touch on them

G eenKey Devel opnent versus G eenKey
Solar. The Applicant here is Cherry Creek --
Cherry Solar. It's registered to do business as
G eenKey Devel opnent, who solely owns Cherry
Sol ar, also registered to do busi ness.

An ar chaeol ogi cal study, the archaeol ogi st
has been back out to the site, and | believe
they did their study. They did not find
anything. W submitted that to the State
Hi storical Preservation Ofice for their
concurrence. | amnot sure if we have that back
yet, but we are doing that.

On the drain tile issues, we nonitor it

t hroughout the year, for sure, but we al so have
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an executed AIMA with the State of Illinois that
requires us to be responsible for the drain
tiles and any danmage to themthrough the |ife of
the project.

On the fence issue, the fence and all of
our equipnent is built according to | ocal
bui | di ng code standards, as well as the National
El ectric Code, and those are there for safety
reasons, to keep children out, and we build to
-- what is safe and keep anyt hi ng and anybody
el se out.

Then just lastly on glare. |'mnot going
to say you can't experience glare. And | think
you did experience glare in, like, a very finite
setting where you can. |It's really sinple
geonetry. \Wen you have an angle hitting the
panel, it reflects, and you have to be at an
el evated position at just the right tinme of day.
And that -- the elevated position has to be --
you have to be actually pretty elevated. So if
you're on a ridge above it, yeah, you
t heoretically coul d.

But these are -- projects are built and

devel oped at airports across the country. |
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have devel oped one on airport property. No
I ssues. Indianapolis Airport has a project
| arger than this at their airport.

Soif I had it here, | could -- the FAA
has gui dance about glare and the reflective
properties and how it relates to other surfaces
that we find. You know, these projects are nade
to absorb light, not reflect it. So the
properties are very mninmal, and generally
there's nore glare that cones off of bare
asphalt as you're driving down the road.

So I'lIl keep it at that because we don't
have much ti ne.

MR. VELBERS. Any questions?

M5. DONARSKI : | have none.

MR. VWELBERS. Colette, do you have a
guesti on?

M5. SUTTON: Col ette Sutton.

EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. SUTTON:

Q

Concerni ng your archaeol ogi cal survey, is that
returned to you?
Commonweal th did go back and they did a site

wal k and did a nore -- onsite survey of the high
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probability areas.

And was that survey returned then to the Zoning
Ofice?

It has not been returned to the Zoning Ofice.
There hasn't been a reason for us to.

s that going to be returned to the office?

| don't know. Utimately, like, the State of
II'linois requires us to get concurrence fromthe
State Hi storical Preservation Ofice if there is
any high probability areas. So the State of
I1linois has to sign off on it before we can do
anyt hi ng.

So the conpany that initially did that said
there were 13.6 acres that had a high |ikelihood
of archaeol ogi cal --

Yeah, those high probable areas are just
digitally mapped. They are all over the state.
It just neans -- all it's saying is, we have to
| ook further.,

And actually, so we did our desktop study,
and the desktop said, Hey, there's a high
probability area. That nmeans now we have to go
out onto the site and actually send an

archeol ogi st out to do a study.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 216

So has it been done?

Yes, an archeol ogi st has been out there. They
did not find anything. | can't tell you right
now whet her or not the State has fully reviewed
it. They m ght have, maybe not, but | can't
tell you right now

So you don't know if the State has it? And the
Zoni ng Board does not have it?

| amsure the State has it. | just can't tel
you if they finished their review or not. W
can't do anything until they sign off.

Al so, may | ask anot her question? Can you
provi de nore detail then concerning your

| anguage about the fence on your application
that was sent to the Zoni ng Board?

In terms of the structure?

No. You're claimng that the fence doesn't

belong to the facility.

| think we're tal king about semantics. It's
all part of the project area. W wll have a
fence. It's on our |eased area. \Wether you

claimit as being outside of the facility,
gquote, or being part of the facility, we wll

have a fence. It will be insured.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 217

Who is maintaining the fence if it doesn't
belong to the facility?

W will have an operations nai ntenance crew,
nost likely lan. And all of our |eased area,
both inside the fence and outside the fence,
wi || be maintained.

WIIl that be added to your application process
t hen?

| don't believe that part is part of the
application process. W sort that out |ater,
down t he road.

MR. PLUTA: There's a legal termof art
that may be hel pful for nme to explain, because
It explains the facility termversus the
proj ect.

M5. SUTTON: Because the semantics thing
Is very inportant in liability insurance.

MR. PLUTA: So for facility, as it's used
in the application, it relates back to how the
termis defined under the statute that
regul ates, like, the zoning of solar facilities.

And the term"facility"” is specific to
sol ar nodul es and associ ated parts of the

nodul es.  And everything that's included in that
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facility is, like, basically draw a circle
around it, and then fromthere you neasure the
perineter for purposes of setbacks.

So the fence is not included in that
definition of the facility, but that doesn't
mean that the fence itself is not, like, built
by the contractor and part of the project. It
just is not in that specific defined term [It's
one of the many cases that |awers --

MR. SNYDER: Yeah, it's a semantics issue,
but it is on our |eased area. W wll be
maintaining it. W wll be responsible for it,
bot h inside and outside our fence, so |long as
iIt's on our |eased area.

(By Ms. Sutton:) One of ny concerns | believe
when | presented was, the semantics are going to
drive the conpany's problemin terns of
liability. Because it's semantics if you have
It sitting there and it's not part of the
facility's liability --

| nsurance and how we insure our project is
conpletely separate than the | and use
application.

MR G LLAN: Nanette G I an.
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EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. G LLAN:

Q

| just want to ask one question. So I|an
Cardosi is a master electrician and he's going
to take care of nmintenance, is what you just
sai d?
| - -

MR. CARDOSI: Can | speak?

MR. WELBERS: He's the witness. Let him
answer the question.
There is an electrical conponent of the
mai nt enance. lan al so has sone guys that work
with him
(By Ms. Gllan:) But the question was about a

fence. So he's going to do the mai ntenance for

a fence?
O he will find -- he'll be responsible for it.
If it's out of his wheel house, he will find a

| ocal resource.
MR. WELBERS: Kar en.
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. STREMLAU:

Q

WIIl you please restate your comment about the

care of the tiles? You were speaking to the
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Board, and | couldn't hear what you were sayi ng.
We still have a responsibility to care for the
tiles. |If they are damaged by our project, we
have to repair themand we're responsi ble. That
Is signed in the Agricultural Mtigation |Inpact
Act .
So it's not going to be just a year that you're
going to be responsible?
Correct.

VMR, VWELBERS: Do you have sonethi ng?

EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. DONARSKI :

Q

Troy, | wanted to go back to your statenent
that the liability insurance has nothing to do
with the facility, that that's a separate issue.
The Bureau County Zoni ng Ordi nance,
Section 26 says: The facility owner shall
mai ntain a general -- current general liability
policy covering bodily injury and property
damage, with limts of at least $5 mllion per
occurrence and $20 mllion in aggregate, during
the construction and operation of the facility.
The County and all it's affected township road

districts and their respective agents, officers,
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appoi nted and el ected officials, volunteers and
enpl oyees shall be |isted as additional insureds
in all certificates of insurance, iInsurance
policies and endorsenents of the general
liability policy maintained by the facility
owner, and any other type of insurance coverage
of the facility owner that covers the
construction and operation of the facility
except for worker's conpensation and
professional liability insurance. The
contractors who construct and nmaintain the
facility on behalf of the facility owner shal
also list the county and all it's affected
township road districts and the respective
agents, officers, appointed and el ected
officials, volunteers and enpl oyees as

addi tional insureds in all certificates of

I nsurance, insurance policies and endorsenents
of the general liability policy maintai ned by
the contractor and any ot her type of insurance
coverage of the contractor, except for worker's
conpensation and professional liability

I nsurance. The facility shall file the original

certificate of insurance with its application
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for a building permt. Correspondi ng policies
and endorsenents are to be provided to the
Zoning Enforcing Oficer wwthin 60 days of
I ssuance and at subsequent renewal at | east
annual ly thereafter.

It goes on to tal k about indemification:
The facility owner shall defend, indemify and
hol d harm ess the County and all its appointed
and el ected officials, enployees, vol unteers,
attorneys and agents, collectively and
i ndividually, the indemified parties, from and
agai nst any and all kinds of clains, denands,
| awsuits, causes of action, damages, injuries
cost, expenses and liabilities of any kind,
I ncl udi ng reasonabl e attorney fees, except for
the intentional acts of such indemified
parties, such liabilities, together known as
liabilities, arising out of or relating to the
acts or omssions of the facility owner and/or
its respective contractors, enployees, or agents
in the selection -- construction, operation and
renmoval of the facility and affiliated
equi pnent, including, wthout limtation, any

liability for property damage or personal
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injury, including illness or death, whether the
liability is prem sed on the contract or on
torte, including, without limtation, strict
liability or negligence. This general

I ndemmi fication shall not be construed as
limting or qualifying the County's other

I ndemmi fication rights avail able under the | aw

A W have no issue with that.

Q Ckay.

A. And when | was saying the insurance and
semantics, we will insure every bit of the

project, the facility, and then sone, everything
that's on our |eased area. Yeah, we pay for way
t oo nuch insurance.

Q | just wanted that to be clear for the record,
when you said that was separate.

A. Yeah, no issue. And by "separate,” | nean
nor e.

MS. DONARSKI: Thank you.

MR. VELBERS: Devin.
VR, SCLDATI: Devin Sol dati .
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SOLDATI :
Q So you said that you'll insure your property,
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and if a tile breaks you'll repair the tile,
correct?
| would have to get into the -- look at the

Al MA and what our obligations are in terns of
tile, but we are responsible. Wether that's an
I nsurance claimor a claimagainst us, that's
our responsibility.

| f we have to have insurance for it under
the Zoning Ordinance or the AIMA, we certainly
wi [ | have insurance for it.
So what about any associ ated damages from
let's say, a tile breaking?
Again, if we are required to have insurance by
the Zoning Code or the AIMA, we will certainly
have i nsurance for it.
So associ ated damages that are not on your
property that your actions have caused, will you
be insuring that and reinbursing people that
have been affected by this?
| would have to work through the specifics of
the insurance with our insurance consultant.
But if we are responsible for it, we would be
payi ng that one way or the other.

MR. VWELBERS: Lori? Lori Fry.
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M5. FRY: Lori Fry.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. FRY:
Q If the tile breaks just because of, like, it
gets old, | nean, things get old and break, so

say 15 years fromnow a tile breaks in the
m ddl e of this project, who pays to find that
problemonce it gets to the point where it's our

property? W pays to find the rest?

And then also, | nean, it wouldn't be so-
cal l ed damage fromyour putting it in. |t would
be, like, maintenance. Like, is that going to

be covered too?

A. Again, if it's on our property, we would -- if

we' re made known from an i npact down the |ine
or, | guess, up the line, yeah, or whether we
uncover it in our ongoi ng maintenance of the
facility, like, we would work to rectify that.

MR. VELBERS:. Colette, you had one
guesti on?

M5. SUTTON: Yes. Colette Sutton.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. SUTTON

Q Question on your application. Because on your
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application concerning indemification, your
liability insurance is fine as liability goes.
But in terns of indemification, you said: To
the extent a court of conpetent jurisdiction
deci des that the indemification | anguage as a
subsection is applicable to this application,
the facility owner agrees to indemify the
County in accordance with this criterion.

So are you expecting these fol ks here to
have to go to court to get you to i ndemify
t henf
No. |I'msaying if there's a court that says
it's not our issue and we don't have to, then
no. But | --
So is your corporation agreeing to indemify
all the classes that are in this --
W will agree to indemify everybody per the
Zoni ng Ordi nance.
For which Zoning Ordi nance, the State or Bureau
County?

MR, WELBERS: CQurs.
Yeah, ours.
(By Ms. Sutton:) In your application you deny
t hat .
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No, | am standi ng here saying we will agree to
follow the Zoning Ordinance. You can put it in
a condition of approval, if you want, regarding
any indemnification provisions.

MR. VELBERS:. Any ot her questions?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VELBERS: Anything el se?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS:. Thank you, M. Snyder.

MR. SNYDER: Thank you.

MR. VELBERS: Wbuld you read those
conditions into the record, please, Kris, as
soon as you're done taking your notes?

M5. DONARSKI: VWhile I'mup here, 1']
just read fromup here, if that is okay?

MR. VWELBERS: kay. That woul d be great.

M5. DONARSKI: These are the conditions
for Cherry Solar 1, LLC, Conditional Use Permt:

Nunber 1, The Conditional Uses, including
the placenent of all conponents of the proposed
Cherry Solar 1, LLC, (CSl1l) electric generating
facility approved by Bureau County, shall be
constructed as set forth in the applications

filed wwth Bureau County on January 18, 2024,
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and shall conply with all requirenents of the
Bureau County Zoni ng O di nhance.

2, Al conservation practices, (such as
grassed waterways, filter strips, terraces,
grassl ands) which are damaged by construction of
t he proposed solar power facility, including but
not limted to access road construction,
under ground transm ssion cable installation, and
heavy equi pnent shall be restored by the owner
of the solar power facility to their
pre-construction condition using original design
specifications and vegetative cover. Care
shoul d be taken to try to naintain the integrity
of these practices for erosion control, flood
control, and water quality.

3, The owner of the solar power facility
shall inplenent erosion control standards for
all excavation activities to nmaintain water
quality and m nimze erosion inpacts.

4, The owner of the solar power facility
shall enter into a Road Use Agreenent with the
governing road authority, unless the road
authority provides a witten waiver of this

requi renent.
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5, The owner of the solar power facility
shall enter into a decomm ssioning plan with the
County to ensure that the facility is properly
deconmi ssi oned upon end of project life or
facility abandonnent.

6, The solar power facility shall be in
conpliance with all applicable County, state,
and federal regulatory standards (i ncluding
appl i cabl e buil ding codes and el ectrical codes),
FAA requirenents, EPA regul ations (hazardous
wast e, construction, stormmater, et cetera).

7, The location of all proposed access
points shall be identified and approved by the
governing road authority prior to the granting
of a building permt to accommobdate road and/ or
drai nage i nprovenents within the existing and/or
future right-of-way.

8, The Petitioner, Omner and/or Operator
of the solar power facility shall construct said
sol ar power facility in substantial accordance
with submtted Conditional Use Permt
applications and all acconpanyi ng docunents.

Not hi ng contai ned herein shall be deened

to preclude the agricultural use of the bal ance
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of the subject property not occupied by the
solar power facility. Said agricultural use
wi Il be considered as being the principal use of
t he subject property notw thstandi ng adoption of
a Conditional Use O dinance and the construction
and operation of a solar power facility on a
given |ot or parcel of land, at |ocations
approved by the County Board pursuant to

Condi tional Use approval on a Site Plan Map.

9, Solid Waste. All solid waste, whether
generated from supplies, equipnent, parts,
packagi ng, or operation or naintenance of the
facility, including old parts and equi pnent,
shall be renoved fromthe site imedi ately and
di sposed of in accordance with all federal,
state and | ocal |aws.

10, The owner of the solar power facility
shall submt to the Bureau County Zoni ng
Enforcenent O ficer, the jurisdictional fire
district and the jurisdictional anbul ance
service, a copy of the solar power facility's
site plan, Standard Operating Procedures and
Standard Operating Guidelines for the solar

power facility so that the local fire protection

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 231

district and rescue units that have jurisdiction
over the site may evaluate and coordi nate their
ener gency response plans with the owner and/ or
operator of the solar power facility. In
addition, the owner of the solar power facility
shall provide training for, and the necessary
equi pnent to, |ocal energency response
authorities and their personnel so that they can
properly respond to a potential energency at the
solar project. Nothing in this section shall
alleviate the need to conply with all other
applicable fire, life safety and/ or energency
response | aws and regul ati ons.

11, Additional Terns and Conditi ons.

A, Technical subm ssions as defined in the
Pr of essi onal Engineering Practice Act of 1989
and contained in the application filed for
Condi tional Use shall bear the seal of an
I1linois professional engineer for the rel evant
di sci pli ne.

B, The Conditional Use Permt granted to
the Applicant shall bind and inure to the
benefit of the Applicant, its successors and

assigns. |If any provision of this Odinance is
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held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
any ot her provision of this Odinance that can
be given effect without the invalid provision

and, to this end, the provisions in this

Ordi nance are severabl e.

C, Aviolation of the terns and conditions
herein shall constitute a violation of the
Conditional Use granted herein and shall be
grounds for revocation of the Conditional Use by
t he Zoni ng Enforcenment O ficer.

D, The owner of the solar power facility
shall supply witten proof of an approved
entrance, fromthe appropriate governing road
authority to the Zoning Enforcenent Oficer
prior to the issuance of any building permts
for the proposed solar power facility.

E, The owner of the solar power facility
shall, at the owner's expense and in
coordination with the County, devel op a system
for logging and investigating conplaints rel ated
to the solar power facility. The owner of the
sol ar power facility shall resolve such
conplaints on a case-by-case basis and shal

provide witten confirmation to the Bureau
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County Zoning Ofice.

12, Fl oodplain Odinance Conpliance. All
parts of the solar power facility shall be in
conpliance with all requirenents of the Bureau
County Fl ood Danage Prevention O di nance
(Fl oodpl ai n Ordi nance).

13, Al conponents of the proposed sol ar
facility, including the perineter fencing, shall
neet the setback requirenents as stated in
Article 3.41-4 v.3 of the Bureau County Zoni ng
Or di nance.

Nunber 14, After the solar power facility
is conpleted and operational, the owner of the
sol ar power facility shall, at their expense,
hire a third party, qualified professional, to
conpl ete a sound pressure analysis of the
exi sting conditions to denonstrate conpliance
with Illinois Pollution Control Board
Regul ations. This analysis wll be conpleted
and returned to the Zoning Enforcenment Oficer
within 60 days. All analyses and studies are
subj ect to approval of the Zoning Enforcing
O ficer and are a matter of public record.

And per Troy's |ast statenent, we have to
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come up with -- |I'll have to cone up with a new
one that the owner -- that they would agree to
neet the indemmification requirenents per the
Bureau County Zoni ng Ordi nance.

You're good with that, Troy?

MR. SNYDER: That is just fine.

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. We'll conme up with
sone wording -- official wording, because | had,
i ke, 30 seconds to cone up with that.

So that wll be 15.

MR. VELBERS:. 15 conditions. kay.

M5. DONARSKI :  Thank you.

MR. VELBERS. Wuld you |like to do your
cl osi ng argunents, Counsel?

MR. PLUTA: Sure, and | wll keep them
brief.

Thank you to everybody that attended this
nmeeting, the last neeting and the neeting in
February. | know this is ny first one here and
| haven't had to sit here as long as you all
have. | appreciate you all being here.

To circle back on the purpose of today's
and last nonth's hearing. |In February, this

Board voted to recommend deni al of the Speci al
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Use application based on a I ack of |ive,
informed witness testinony provided by the
Devel oper or the neighbors relating to property
val ues, health and safety concerns, sound
concerns, and concerns for a child with autism
who |ives near the project.

At that hearing, Cherry did not have --
Cherry Solar, that is, did not have subject
matter experts available to answer the specific
concerns that the community put forward at the
neeti ng.

Wiile | was not there, | understand from
the transcript that your decision was based on a
| ack of expert testinony that would help you, as
a Board, understand the issues and lay the
testinony you heard fromthe lay w tnesses who
provi ded conment.

The County Board reviewed your findings
and remanded the application back here so that
you coul d hear additional evidence on these
di screte issues and present findings based on a
nore conplete review of those issues.

Over the past few hearings, you heard from

four -- five expert w tnesses on the open
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I ssues. Andrew Lines presented credible expert
testinony, including that there was no evi dence
t hat sol ar devel opnments have a negative i npact
on property values. You have two pieces of
witten testinony -- or witten evidence
submtted by M. Lines.

And if you only have tine to read one
portion of these docunents, | suggest you focus
on the first five pages of the report addendum
Those pages summari ze the nountain of data that
M. Lines collected, including interviews with
over 75 county and township assessors, that |ed
to the conclusion that there is no consi stent
negating i npact on adj acent property based on
proximty to solar farns.

You then heard from Tad Hardy, who
presented expert testinony on the subject of
sound. M. Hardy provided a sound study that
sound emtted during the day woul d be inaudi bl e
to the residences nei ghboring the project, and
at night no noise would be emtted at all
because the project does not operate when the
sun is down.

M. Hardy also noted that the project is
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desi gned to neet sound limtations established
by the Illinois Pollution Control Board. As you
just heard, one of the conditions, if our
application is granted, is that we would perform
a sound study after operations began to confirm
our previous study.

As this Board is aware, under
55 I'LCS 5/5-12020(f), satisfying the Illinois
Pol lution Control Board criteria for noise
satisfies the crit- -- satisfies the limt of
what the County can require.

Today you heard from M. Cardosi, a naster
el ectrician who testified that facilities do not
cause health and safety concerns, even on sol ar
systens placed on residences, health facilities
and school s.

You al so heard from M. Szabo, a
pr of essi onal engineer, who testified that EM
em ssions fromsolar facilities are well bel ow
any research-backed threshold for health and
saf ety concerns, and well bel ow many appliances
and infrastructures that the community has |ived
wi th for decades.

Finally, you heard from M. Wahls, a
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nmedi cal doctor who provi ded expert testinony on
why this project will not negatively inpact the
heal t h of any nei ghbor, including children with
autism

W heard from a nunber of concerned
citizens, and we ask the Board to weigh their
opi ni ons expressed agai nst the expert testinony
we presented.

No other contradictory expert w tnesses
have been presented with conpelling evidence of
fact evidence over the course of these two
hearings. And through cross-exam nation, |
bel i eve that our w tnesses have instilled
confidence in their respective findings.

Three nonths ago | think this Board
reconmended deni al of the application based on a
| ack of clear information, rather than the
Applicant's failure on a discreet Odinance
requi renent. Now that the Board is arnmed with
conplete informati on provided by experts who
have been here to answer your questions and
guestions fromthe community, the Board can now
approach its recommendation with certainty.

Now that the record is conplete and
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denonstrates conpliance with all standards, we
ask that you recomrend approving this project.
Thank you.

MR. VWELBERS: Thank you, sir.

| s everyone el se here satisfied that what
you testified is the sane as your closing
argunents? Because we can close this tonight,
unl ess you would like -- | nean, he just
summari zed what they said. You folks have all
said what you had to say and probably any
cl osing argunents woul d be redundant, but | want
you all to agree that you're good.

(No verbal response.)

MR. VELBERS. GCkay. Everybody is good.

So that brings it down to us to decide
whet her to recommend or non-reconmmend. CQur
pur pose here has just been laid out in the
cl osing argunent. Yes, we denied in February
for the reasons that -- exactly what you say.
W didn't -- we couldn't conclude. | introduced
t hat noti on.

It's the area of the county closest to
where you live, so | was the one to to go

inspect. Utimtely our -- kind of our
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procedure here is, whoever it is that inspects
the property is the one that introduces the
notion, if they want to. And so | did that. |
denied it for that reason, and four -- | think
the vote was four to one, that they agreed with
me. So we did.

Then the County Board said, Well, ask them
for the information. So here we have it.

Yes, | agree, in your closing argunent,
t hat you have provided trenendous expert
testi nony and you have answered a | ot of
guestions, but so have all the others. They
have al so introduced a |lot of information, all
for the purpose of the County Board nmaking the
determ nation. Because this is a Conditional
Use and it is ultimtely their vote, it's
ultimately their choice. It's up to us to
create the public hearing and collect all the
i nformation for us that we have.

| can't, in good conscience, change ny
non-recomendation on this particul ar case. |
am goi ng to introduce the sane notion, not

because i nformation hasn't been provided this

time, because it has.
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Dr. Wahls, | believe that you spoke
sincerely and out of know edge. You're a great
witness, and | enjoyed listening to you testify
and | have learned a little bit fromthat.

But, Rebecca, you're also an expert
W t ness, and you have famliarity with the
patient specifically. And we know, from
coments here, public comrents, that every case
is different. Dr. Wahls has not net the
patient, and you clearly have.

And so | don't know what the right

decision is. And so again | wll, here in just
a mnute, read a notion to still deny this for
the reasons. It needs a second, and then it
needs a vote. |If there's no second to what |I'm

about to read, well then another nenber wl|
make a vote and we'll see where that |eads us.

But there's one other thing that bothers
nme, and you may object to what |' m about to say,
but I"'mfamliar with what Nanette testified to
that really is off the record, and that's what
Mayor McCook sai d.

The Conditional Use that we approved, that

| introduced the notion, is based on the request
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fromthe communities. This project could never
have been considered if the comunity of
Arlington or Cherry had said, No, | want the

m | e-and- a- hal f set back honored.

Now, we had previously waived that
m | e-and- a-hal f setback for Princeton. But
there was public neetings there, and we knew
that it was put before the Council, we knew what
the vote was. And so when we got the letter
fromthe mayor saying, Yes, please waive it,
well, we knew it was |egitinate.

But if Mayor MCook just unilaterally did
it, then it wasn't done with proper procedure
and it wasn't done with the availability for
public coment from Cherry. There's no ability
for me to re-call that, but | would have
I ntroduced that notion wongly. | feel bad
about that.

So you can object to that when |I'm done,
if you would Iike to, because that is off the
scope, but that's sonething that is clearly on
nmy m nd.

Now, | amgoing to introduce a notion that

| recommend that the Bureau County Board deny
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the Conditional Use Permt to build and operate
a 4.99-negawatt AC commerci al sol ar energy
facility for the purpose of generating electric
power on a portion of the subject property. The
project will consist of solar panels, racking,
foundation piles, inverters, overhead pol es and
lines. The commercial solar energy facility
wi Il be enclosed by a perineter fence.

That's ny notion, to decline this one.
Now let's see if there's a second.

M5. SMTH. |I'Il second that notion.

MR. VELBERS. Shirley Ann Smth seconds
t hat noti on.

Call the roll.

M5. NEMETH. M. Jensen?

MR. JENSEN. Kris, if |I vote yes, I'min
favor of the notion, correct?

M5. DONARSKI: Correct. So if you vote

yes, you are reconmmendi ng deni al .

MR JENSEN: | wanted to nmake sure.
Yes.
MS. NEMETH M. Stutzke?

STUTZKE:  No.

3

NEMETH: M. Forristall?

o
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MR. FORRI STALL: No.
MR. VWELBERS: Shirley was the second. You

didn't call for her roll

M5. NEMETH: Ch, |'msorry.
Ms. Smth?

M5. SMTH:  Yes.

VELBERS: And then ne.

NEMETH. M. Wl bers?

VELBERS: Yes.

2D D

(By voice vote three ayes, two
nays. )

MR \ELBERS: Now, | do want to tal k about

this and make a notion on this, if | could, and

that is these conditions.
In the event that the Bureau County Board
approves this project for devel opnent, | nove

that these 15 conditions be recommended to be

part of their approval.

s there a second on that?
MS. SM TH: l['ll second it.
MR. WELBERS: Ckay. You can call the roll

M5. NEMETH: M. Jensen?
MR. JENSEN: Yes.
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NEMETH:

NEVMETH: M. Stutzke?
STUTZKE:  Yes.

NEMETH: Ms. Smith?

SM TH:.  Yes.

NEVETH: M. Forristall?

FORRI STALL: Yes.

M. Wel bers?

29D PP D DD

VWELBERS: Yes.

(By voice vote five ayes.)
MR. WELBERS: |Is there anything el se you
woul d | i ke to say, Counselor?

MR. PLUTA: Yeah, M. Chair, | just need
to | odge that objection, as you predicted, on
the mayor of Cherry issue.

| don't think it would -- doesn't sound
like it's going to change the determ nation of
the Board, but | need to | odge that.

MR. VELBERS:. | understand. | expected
you to do that. And you would be remss if you
didn't, because it is outside the scope that |
was specifically told to do, but it troubles ne
very much.

| s there anything else for tonight?

M5. DONARSKI: | have nothing el se.
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our

VR.

VWELBERS: |s there a notion to adjourn

meeti ng toni ght?

IVR.
IVS.
IVR.

JENSEN:  Yup.
SM TH: Second.

WELBERS: All in favor.

(Al those simultaneously

responded.)

(The hearing was concl uded at

10: 25 p.m)
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Now on this 23rd day of May, A D., 2024, | do
signify that the foregoing testinony was given

before the Bureau County Zoni ng Board of Appeals.

Barry Wl bers, Chairnman

Kristine Donarski,
Zoni ng Enforcenent O ficer

fotoes 8 Boolimeh

Callie S. Bodmer

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Regi stered Professional Reporter
| L License No. 084-004489

P. 0. Box 381

Di xon, Illinois 61021
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Hi, everybody.  This,



          2        as you know, is a continuation, and we have



          3        to -- we have this case that you're all here for



          4        currently tabled until tonight.



          5             So the first thing that I'm going to do is



          6        introduce a motion to place this back on -- in



          7        for discussion, to take it off the table.



          8             Any of our members willing to do that,



          9        second that?



         10             MR. STUTZKE:  Second.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Michael is the second.



         12             I'll call the roll -- all in favor.



         13                      (All those simultaneously



         14                       responded.)



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Now, I don't have to



         16        read everything, as you watched me do on some of



         17        those cases before, because this has already



         18        been read into the record.  We have had more



         19        than one hearing on this matter.  As a matter of



         20        fact, this case was closed out by our Board



         21        sometime ago and sent on to the County Board,



         22        with a recommended -- a recommendation not to go



         23        forward with it because there were unanswered



         24        questions and there were questions that were
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          1        introduced by the Interested Parties who were



          2        there then that the Developer didn't answer.



          3        And so that's where we sent it to the County



          4        Board.



          5             This is a case that's ultimately a



          6        Conditional Use, ultimately their decision, and



          7        we didn't think the case was complete.  Well,



          8        they didn't either, and they moved that we come



          9        back, bring it back, put it back on the agenda,



         10        which we have done, and speak only about four



         11        topics in relation to this.  Don't have to open



         12        the case all up again, but we needed to talk on



         13        four topics:



         14             One being the impacts to property values;



         15             Another being general health and safety;



         16             Noise and sound effects;



         17             And the impacts to a child who lives very



         18        near to the development who is autistic.



         19             And so that's what we are going to do, is



         20        address those subjects.



         21             Now, we had sound in our last hearing that



         22        we held on this, and real estate values were



         23        addressed by the Developer's expert witness, and



         24        cross-examination from the Interested Parties
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          1        were here at the time.



          2             And so tonight I believe the expert



          3        witness is going to be on the health and the



          4        autistic child; is that correct?



          5             MS. DONARSKI:  Yes, the sound or the



          6        impact.



          7             MR. WELBERS:  The impact on that child.



          8             So we're going to let the Developer, the



          9        Developer of this project, bring that expert



         10        witness forward and let that witness testify



         11        regarding this matter.  The witness will then be



         12        subject to be cross-examined by each and every



         13        one of you.  And when you do that, try to do it



         14        in terms of questions of the witness at the



         15        time.



         16             After the Developer ultimately rests,



         17        every one of you that has testimony is



         18        allowed -- will be allowed to come up here, they



         19        would also be subject to cross-examination, and



         20        lay your opinions, your feelings into the



         21        record.  That's what we want you to do.  And we



         22        have got four hours tonight.  Hopefully everyone



         23        can get theirs in and we can move this on.



         24             So again, as you listen to the expert
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          1        witness and whatever it is that the Developer



          2        has to testify to tonight, and ask questions of



          3        that person, limit it to questions.  It's so



          4        easy to get off and start to express your



          5        opinion.  That comes later.  We have to keep



          6        things in order.



          7             And our court reporter does an amazing job



          8        of capturing this as long as we do things in



          9        order.  And the real purpose of our meeting here



         10        tonight -- I mean, our Board will -- you know,



         11        if we conclude all the testimony, our Board will



         12        vote to close the case out, either with a



         13        recommendation to develop or a recommendation



         14        not to develop.  There's also the possibility of



         15        a deadlock, but that doesn't happen often.  But



         16        the real purpose is to create the public case so



         17        that everyone knows, you know, the best of all



         18        information is available for both sides, for the



         19        County Board to make the appropriate decision.



         20        This is ultimately their decision.



         21             Now, I presume we have a witness that



         22        would like to come forward?



         23             MS. DONARSKI:  I think they have an



         24        attorney present.
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          1             MR. SNYDER:  I'll introduce him.



          2             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.



          3                       TROY SNYDER,



          4        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



          5             MS. NEMETH:  Could you please state your



          6        name and address for the record.



          7             MR. SNYDER:  Troy Snyder, 3519 Northeast



          8        15th, Portland, Oregon, 97212.



          9             MS. NEMETH:  What street?



         10             MR. SNYDER:  Northeast 15th.



         11             MS. DONARSKI:  And if you could speak up



         12        louder so everybody can hear, even in the back.



         13        The microphones do not work.



         14             MR. SNYDER:  Thank you for allowing us to



         15        come back once again.  Have a few witnesses here



         16        with me tonight.



         17             Ben Jacobi, counsel who was here last time



         18        with us, he had a conflict for tonight.  So Sean



         19        Pluta, his colleague, is filling in for him.



         20             And then we do have one witness who was



         21        held up with his travel.  He's not here yet.



         22        He's on his way.  We are still proceeding



         23        regardless.  It's TBD if we're still going when



         24        he gets here, so.  But we still want to proceed.
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          1        So I just want to acknowledge that somebody is



          2        still on the way.



          3             At this time I'll just hand it over to



          4        Sean.



          5             MR. PLUTA:  Hi, good evening.  My name is



          6        Sean Pluta.  I'm an attorney representing Cherry



          7        Solar.



          8             As you just heard, this is a continuation



          9        of the April 18th hearing on a limited set of



         10        questions that the County Board has asked the



         11        Zoning Board of Appeals to hear additional



         12        evidence on.



         13             At the last meeting, Cherry Solar



         14        presented Andrew Lines, a real estate appraisal



         15        expert who testified on open issues of solar



         16        facilities' impacts on property values.  You



         17        also heard Andrew Lines testify in support of



         18        the Pivot project last week.



         19             We also presented Tad Hardy, a sound



         20        engineering expert, who testified that sound



         21        from the facility will not extend past the



         22        property boundaries, and thus will have no



         23        effect on the neighboring properties.



         24             The remaining issues we are addressing
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          1        tonight relate to health and safety questions



          2        raised by witnesses, and whether a solar



          3        facility would pose special concerns for a child



          4        with autism who lives near the project.



          5             Tonight GreenKey is presenting two



          6        witnesses, and potentially a third.  The first



          7        witness is Ian Cardosi and the second witness is



          8        Dr. Steven Wahls.  If Mr. Jeffrey Szabo is able



          9        to make it here, then he would be our third



         10        witness, but we are prepared to move forward



         11        without him.



         12             Mr. Cardosi is a master electrician with



         13        100 Amps, here in Princeton, and is an expert on



         14        solar facilities and related safety concerns,



         15        and can speak to the safety of installing,



         16        operating and working around solar facilities



         17        and why those solar facilities do not pose a



         18        threat to the health and safety of the



         19        community.



         20             Dr. Steven Wahls is a specialist in family



         21        medicine, with over 43 years of experience.



         22        Dr. Wahls has experienced treating children with



         23        neurodevelopmental challenges, and is familiar



         24        with evaluating environmental stressors to
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          1        children with hyper- and hyposensitives.



          2             Dr. Wahls has reviewed Kimley-Horn's sound



          3        studies which were presented at the last



          4        meeting, and reviewed medical and scientific



          5        peer-reviewed papers addressing the concerns



          6        raised by the Gillan family.  Dr. Wahls has also



          7        reviewed the articles and testimony submitted by



          8        the Gillan family relating to their concerns,



          9        and is prepared to respond to those statements.



         10             Dr. Wahls will testify that this solar



         11        farm, which does not generate any sound past the



         12        property boundaries, will not negatively impact



         13        the health of the child with autism next door.



         14             To echo what I know was shared at the last



         15        meeting, the scope of tonight's hearing is



         16        narrow and meant to cover the presentation of



         17        remaining open issues which were addressed by



         18        the Chairman and what I just covered.



         19             With that, I thank you for your time, and



         20        I welcome Mr. Cardosi to present his testimony



         21        and take questions.



         22                       IAN CARDOSI,



         23        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         24             MS. NEMETH:  Could you state your name and
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          1        address for the record, please.



          2             MR. CARDOSI:  Ian Cardosi.



          3             MS. NEMETH:  Can you spell Cardosi?



          4             MR. CARDOSI:  C-A-R-D-O-S-I, 49 East



          5        Thompson Street, Princeton, Illinois.



          6             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, sir.



          7             MR. CARDOSI:  Okay.  I have been working



          8        with GreenKey and these guys.  I have been in



          9        the industry 25 years, with solar, utility.  I



         10        worked 15 years for a local utility, Cornbelt



         11        Energy, as a distribution engineer.  We did a



         12        lot of line designs, all that stuff.



         13             We started, about 12 years ago, doing a



         14        lot with the solar as it become popular and



         15        things like that.  So we had some policies and



         16        things like that we did.



         17             And then about six years ago, I decided to



         18        jump ship and go out on my own and start a solar



         19        company and do it from the ground up.  So we



         20        have done dozens of installs, ranging from



         21        banks, healthcare facilities, farm fields, a lot



         22        of farms, houses, residential.  We have done



         23        them all over the state.



         24             And then here a couple years ago, I met up
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          1        with these guys and we started doing development



          2        planning and things like that, getting into the



          3        bigger fields.  With my utility background,



          4        that's kind of where I wanted to go.



          5             Being a local guy here in Princeton, from



          6        Princeton, born and raised, spent most of my



          7        life here -- I did go away, lived out on the



          8        East Coast for ten years -- but, you know, I



          9        have heard a lot of the concerns, I have been



         10        coming to the meetings, and as a local taxpayer,



         11        I wanted to make sure that, you know, we are



         12        doing things properly.  I have dealt with many



         13        different solar companies I do consult for, and



         14        there's definitely some interesting ones out



         15        there.



         16             But we have taken the initiative, as a



         17        company, to go out there and maintain the



         18        systems that are here and local areas and then



         19        help with these development projects.  Because



         20        they are becoming more and more, and there's



         21        quite a few that are going.



         22             And as I said before, we have put them on



         23        everything.  There's a lot of people that have



         24        them, residential, everything.  We have never
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          1        had any safety issues or concerns with anybody.



          2        As far as all of us being trained to go out



          3        there, we -- very little instances.  Typically



          4        you put the solar systems on, they don't make a



          5        lot of noise, they really -- they are pretty out



          6        of sight, out of mind.  In fact, people put them



          7        in and five years later forget they even have



          8        them.  So we just haven't witnessed anything bad



          9        that's happened or health concerns.



         10             Noise, when we address that, they asked me



         11        to -- you know, what I thought about it.  I have



         12        been around plenty of them, day and night,



         13        worked on hundreds of them, and nobody's ever



         14        complained about it.  They're in the middle of



         15        residential areas.  You're talking little fans



         16        and stuff like that.



         17             So my biggest thing was, I'm here as,



         18        like, local support and stuff.  As I have said



         19        before, anybody ever has any questions, our



         20        office is right in the Clark House here in



         21        Princeton on Main Street.  I would take anybody



         22        out to the fields, anything to help out to -- so



         23        that you guys have better familiarity with them



         24        as renewable energy is coming front and center.
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          1             So any questions?



          2             MR. WELBERS:  I bet there will be.



          3             MR. CARDOSI:  I figured.  I'm better at



          4        answering questions than talking, sorry.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Counsel?



          6                        EXAMINATION



          7   BY MR. PLUTA:



          8   Q.   Could I ask one clarifying question of you?



          9   A.   Yes.



         10   Q.   You spoke about the installations that you have



         11        performed across Illinois in the past ten years



         12        or so.



         13   A.   Yeah.



         14   Q.   Does that use similar equipment to the



         15        equipment that's being proposed here?



         16   A.   Yes.  A hundred percent, yup.



         17   Q.   You said that includes ones that were racked on



         18        top of schools, healthcare facilities?



         19   A.   Yes.



         20   Q.   Residences?



         21   A.   Yup.  They rack them on or on the sides of.  A



         22        lot of times they'll put the inverters on the



         23        sides of the buildings so there will be easy



         24        access.
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          1             A lot of public areas, like your bigger



          2        places that are worried about, like, vandalism



          3        and stuff, they will rack them up on top of



          4        roofs.



          5   Q.   Sure.



          6   A.   Otherwise, we rack them in basements.  We have



          7        them in basements of bank facilities.



          8   Q.   Sure.



          9             And you, yourself, have worked, you know,



         10        among solar facilities and other things that can



         11        produce EMFs, correct?



         12   A.   Yes.



         13   Q.   And you have been around a bunch of other



         14        people in your profession that do?



         15   A.   Yup.



         16   Q.   Have you ever heard of anybody experiencing



         17        health impacts due to EMFs?



         18   A.   I haven't been approached by it, no.



         19   Q.   You're not aware of any?



         20   A.   I'm not aware.  It's never been an issue as far



         21        as, you know, that's been brought to our



         22        attention.



         23             MR. PLUTA:  Okay.  Thank you.



         24             MR. WELBERS:  Do you have questions, Kris?









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               18





          1             MS. DONARSKI:  I do.



          2                        EXAMINATION



          3   BY MS. DONARSKI:



          4   Q.   Ian, have you ever been around a 4.99-megawatt



          5        commercial solar --



          6   A.   Yes.



          7   Q.   -- energy facility?



          8   A.   Yes.



          9   Q.   Okay.  I didn't have -- I was just wanted to



         10        clarify that.



         11   A.   Yup.



         12   Q.   Because I heard you say a lot about at homes



         13        and farms, so.



         14   A.   4.9 is really -- I mean, it's at the high end



         15        of, like, the general solar stuff, but we have



         16        -- you know, I have a couple clients that we



         17        have over a megawatt.  It's on roofs, so it's



         18        very familiar.



         19             They are all really the same, it's just



         20        you're adding inverter characteristics and



         21        you're adding transformers and a couple



         22        different things, but yeah.



         23   Q.   So --



         24   A.   Every system basically is similar.
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          1   Q.   Right.



          2             But just to clarify, have you ever worked



          3        on a 4.99-megawatt?



          4   A.   Yes.



          5             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  That was just my



          6        question.  Thank you.



          7             MR. CARDOSI:  Yup.  Yup.



          8             MR. WELBERS:  That's all you have?



          9             MS. DONARSKI:  That's all I have.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Who's first?



         11             Go ahead, sir.  State your name for the



         12        court reporter.



         13             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         14             I didn't know if it was an appropriate



         15        time to ask where the first two gentlemen were



         16        from?  I just couldn't hear them.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Say that one more time.



         18             MR. SOLDATI:  I couldn't hear where the



         19        first two gentlemen were from, from back here.



         20             MS. NEMETH:  He didn't hear where the



         21        first gentlemen were from, the first two



         22        speakers.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  You mean from these people?



         24             MR. SOLDATI:  Where they were from?









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               20





          1             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Go ahead.



          2             MR. SNYDER:  Company or location?



          3             MR. SOLDATI:  Location.



          4             MR. SNYDER:  I live in Portland, Oregon.



          5             MR. PLUTA:  I live in St. Louis.



          6             MR. SOLDATI:  Thank you.



          7             MR. WELBERS:  Lori, go ahead.



          8                        EXAMINATION



          9   BY MS. FRY:



         10   Q.   Do you live next to a solar farm?



         11   A.   I do not live next to a solar farm.



         12             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         13                        EXAMINATION



         14   BY MS. SUTTON:



         15   Q.   Do you represent GreenKey Solar or do you



         16        represent GreenKey Development?



         17   A.   GreenKey So- or GreenKey Development is who



         18        we --



         19   Q.   So you do not represent GreenKey Solar?



         20   A.   Well, it's the same or --



         21   Q.   No, it is not.



         22   A.   Okay.  Yeah, I mean, okay.



         23   Q.   So which do you represent?



         24   A.   I work with both of them.  It depends.  So I
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          1        work with Troy and Hunter, which are the owners



          2        of that, so.



          3   Q.   Okay.  So what company is this tonight that we



          4        are talking about?



          5   A.   GreenKey Solar is the one that we are talking



          6        about.



          7   Q.   So GreenKey Solar has a revoked license in



          8        Illinois.  GreenKey Development does not.



          9   A.   Okay.  Sorry, it would have been --



         10   Q.   Just a clarification question.



         11   A.   That would have been for that one, yup.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Karen?



         13             MS. STREMLAU:  Karen Stremlau.



         14                        EXAMINATION



         15   BY MS. STREMLAU:



         16   Q.   Have any of solar farms that you have put up



         17        been along the State highway?



         18   A.   Yeah, I have put up solar along State highways



         19        for farm use.



         20   Q.   Where was that located at?



         21   A.   There was one on 79 going out south of Kewanee,



         22        down there past the curves.



         23   Q.   Okay.  Can you tell me what the topography is?



         24        Is it hilly?  Is it flat?
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          1   A.   Flat.



          2   Q.   Okay.



          3   A.   Yup.



          4   Q.   Have you ever -- do you believe that there



          5        would be glare from the panels that are on a



          6        solar farm?



          7   A.   No.  No.



          8   Q.   Have you ever been above a solar farm to know



          9        for sure?



         10   A.   Yes.  Standing on top of buildings, looking



         11        down at arrays and stuff, yes, and also on



         12        canopies, yes.  If we go to inspect panels, we



         13        don't physically go out and climb a roof to



         14        inspect the panels.  We'll get it from a high



         15        point or fly a drone, and so I see it quite



         16        often.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Other questions of this



         18        witness?



         19             Go ahead, Nanette.



         20             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.



         21                        EXAMINATION



         22   BY MS. GILLAN:



         23   Q.   You said you have done installs on various



         24        farms in Illinois.  Where?
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          1   A.   We have done a ton over mainly in, like, Henry



          2        County.  Henry County is the biggest one.



          3        Kewanee area.  There's -- if you drive around



          4        out in the thing down there, we have got a



          5        couple big ones down south, Peoria County.  You



          6        have -- Stark County, we have quite a few in



          7        Stark County.



          8   Q.   How many are "tons"?



          9   A.   I would say we have -- who I was helping with,



         10        installs, we were doing -- like, they have 1300



         11        systems.



         12   Q.   In Henry County?



         13   A.   No, Henry County is probably close to 300, I



         14        would say, that we touched.



         15   Q.   So are they all similar to this one, in that



         16        they would have 17,000 panels?



         17   A.   No, they are not.  They are smaller scale but



         18        of the same --



         19   Q.   So how many panels?



         20   A.   Same, like, actual material and stuff is being



         21        used, as far as the panels and racking.



         22             MS. CARLS:  Jessica Carls.



         23                        EXAMINATION



         24   BY MS. CARLS:
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          1   Q.   How many similar to this have you worked on, in



          2        those various --



          3   A.   As far as -- they are just coming on.



          4   Q.   So how many?  Out of those 1200 --



          5   A.   Oh, zero are the exact same size.



          6   Q.   Zero?



          7   A.   Yeah.



          8   Q.   Okay.



          9   A.   Over in Henry County, yeah.



         10   Q.   Just in the local area, zero?



         11   A.   One that I have actually worked on, yeah.



         12        Because there's --



         13   Q.   They brought you in as an expert on this one,



         14        which is not similar to all these other ones?



         15   A.   I -- to us it is.  I'll be honest with you, to



         16        me and our company it is.  It's just a bigger



         17        scale.  Everything is scalable.  It's all the



         18        same equipment.



         19   Q.   But to the people living around it, it's not



         20        going to be the same, right?



         21   A.   It's --



         22   Q.   The number of panels versus what you're --



         23   A.   If you're --



         24   Q.   -- what they're proposing, it's not similar?
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          1   A.   A panel is a panel.  I mean, yes, you're



          2        talking more.



          3   Q.   Right.



          4   A.   But I would say, you know, as far as looks,



          5        they are the same.



          6   Q.   We're not talking looks.  We're talking



          7        functionality and noise and all those sorts of



          8        things.



          9   A.   Noise isn't going to be --



         10   Q.   You said more inverters on ones like this.



         11   A.   But they are further away.



         12   Q.   But they -- someone testified to earlier was



         13        that -- or in the last meeting were that



         14        inverters are what makes the noise, correct?



         15   A.   Correct.



         16   Q.   So if it has more inverters, you're going to



         17        assume it's going to make more noise?



         18   A.   But at a further distance.



         19             So we have some sites that have, let's



         20        say, eight inverters that are right up next to



         21        an office building, okay.  Where, to me, that's



         22        where you would -- I mean, if you were hearing



         23        that noise, you wouldn't want to put it right on



         24        the side of an office building.









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               26





          1             We have them on banks.  There's eight



          2        inverters, and their fans are cranking, and you



          3        don't hear them when you step away from them.



          4             Like I said, if anybody wants to go see



          5        them, I can show banks of multiple ones.  These



          6        inverters that we are doing, they put them in



          7        racks.  It's not like all 40 of them are right



          8        in one.  They separate them out.  So you might



          9        have 20 here.  In some banks they'll do, like,



         10        ten, ten, and things like that.



         11             That's why I say it's similar to what we



         12        do.  It's just a different scale.  We are



         13        actually going into the larger ones now, so.



         14             MS. GILLAN:  I have one more question.



         15                        EXAMINATION



         16   BY MS. GILLAN:



         17   Q.   So you're testifying as a noise expert?



         18   A.   I wouldn't say I'm a noise expert, but I would



         19        say that I have been around it long enough



         20        that I --



         21   Q.   But you're not an expert on noise?



         22   A.   No, I am not an expert on noise.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  Lori is next.



         24                        EXAMINATION
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          1   BY MS. FRY:



          2   Q.   What is the largest amount of solar panels that



          3        you have been around?



          4   A.   I have been around a 5-megawatt AC size.



          5   Q.   How many?



          6   A.   One.



          7   Q.   One?



          8   A.   It's --



          9   Q.   Not 17,000?



         10   A.   No.



         11   Q.   Okay.  And have you ever sat out in the country



         12        at night?



         13   A.   Yeah.  Yup.



         14   Q.   In the quiet?



         15   A.   And I have went out and sat in a field too, one



         16        of the solar fields.



         17   Q.   Okay.  Around 17,000 of them?



         18   A.   Yes.  Outside of -- actually outside, I have



         19        went to two of them with my family.  My daughter



         20        plays soccer and travels around.  We went to



         21        them, and I sat outside the fence to listen to



         22        see if there was noise, after the first hearing



         23        that we had a bunch of stuff.  Nothing.



         24             MR. WELBERS:  State your name.
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          1             MS. DEBNAR:  Rebecca Debnar.



          2                        EXAMINATION



          3   BY MS. DEBNAR:



          4   Q.   So you're talking about the panels you put on



          5        hospitals, about the ones you put on banks.



          6        You're talking about a baseball game.  So



          7        there's other noise around those at the time.



          8        Most of the banks, the hospitals, they are going



          9        to be in residential areas, correct?  There's



         10        going to be street noise?  There's going to be



         11        other noise that's around.  So you're not



         12        listening solely to the inverters.  Even at a



         13        baseball game, because that's --



         14   A.   Correct.  Out on a farm --



         15   Q.   You're not listening to just the inverters,



         16        correct?



         17   A.   Correct.



         18   Q.   Thank you.



         19   A.   On those.



         20   Q.   That's all I'm asking.



         21   A.   Out on the agriculture, where there is a bunch



         22        of them, I mean, we do have inverter banks, you



         23        can sit there and hear the birds chirp.  You'll



         24        hear the fans when you're up next to them.  And
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          1        this is out in the middle of a cornfield.



          2        You'll hear them as you're next to them.  But as



          3        you go further away, you don't hear them.



          4   Q.   Do you have any hypersensitivity to sound?



          5   A.   No.



          6             MS. DEBNAR:  Okay.



          7             MS. STETSON:  Connie Stetson.



          8                        EXAMINATION



          9   BY MS. STETSON:



         10   Q.   So you don't have any in Bureau County yet?



         11   A.   As far as these fields?



         12   Q.   Solar.



         13   A.   No.  We're working on --



         14   Q.   You have no solar in Bureau County whatsoever?



         15   A.   Oh, yeah, we have solar in Bureau County, yes.



         16   Q.   You kept saying Henry.



         17   A.   Personal ones that we have done, yes, I do have



         18        them here, yes.



         19   Q.   How many of those?



         20   A.   I probably have -- I'd have to look at my



         21        thing, but it's 20-plus.  I have them all over.



         22   Q.   I'm just saying -- and another thing is, I live



         23        on a farm and I love the noise I don't hear.



         24   A.   Okay.  I mean, it's -- in my opinion, it's less
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          1        than a fan for a grain dryer.  I mean, that's --



          2   Q.   That's a seasonal thing.



          3                      (Indiscernible crosstalk by



          4                       multiple audience members.)



          5             COURT REPORTER:  I am going to stop before



          6        this gets out of control.



          7             First of all, I would like everybody to



          8        state their name.  I am trying to keep track,



          9        but I have a hard time.  I don't know



         10        everybody's names.  So before you talk, just



         11        state your name.



         12             And everybody, one at a time or you are



         13        not going to be on the record.  So if you want



         14        your comment on the record, one at a time.



         15        Thank you.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  I saw an arm.



         17             MS. CARLS:  Jessica Carls.



         18                        EXAMINATION



         19   BY MS. CARLS:



         20   Q.   If this project gets approved, are you working



         21        for them?



         22   A.   I will be helping them, yes.



         23   Q.   So you'll be --



         24   A.   As a local support for those projects.
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          1   Q.   So you'll be getting paid to work for them?



          2   A.   Yes.



          3   Q.   Okay.



          4   A.   But I also will be where -- they brought me in



          5        to help get local contractors, work with all the



          6        locals, because that's what we do now.



          7             When I develop projects of our own, that's



          8        what we do.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Karen.



         10             MS. STREMLAU:  Karen Stremlau.



         11                        EXAMINATION



         12   BY MS. STREMLAU:



         13   Q.   So you say you have put up several personal



         14        solar farms.  Do you have one in your front



         15        yard?



         16   A.   No.  I live in town.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  I saw another arm back



         18        there.



         19             MS. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         20                        EXAMINATION



         21   BY MR. SOLDATI:



         22   Q.   So your presence on the stand, with the



         23        financial incentives that you just admitted to



         24        having in this project, do you believe that that
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          1        skews your opinion or presents any bias to the



          2        case?



          3   A.   No.  The reason I say no is, I do it



          4        personally, and people that call, we're very



          5        selective of who we do.  I do all local stuff.



          6        I live here in Princeton.  I'm on the local



          7        zoning board here in Princeton.



          8             I had a lot of opposition to the first



          9        solar farm that they wanted to put in Princeton



         10        because of the location, but it was because we



         11        were using taxpayers' ground to put that solar.



         12        It wasn't the location, physical or anything.



         13        It was because the City owned the ground, and



         14        the company wasn't paying anything for that



         15        ground.  So we were getting no income off it.



         16        So I didn't think that was right.



         17             In these cases, we're developing solar on



         18        private ground.  I mean, everybody has a choice



         19        of what they want to do with their ground.



         20   Q.   So why did the City not get any money for these



         21        solar farms on the City property?



         22   A.   On the City property?  Because they're the --



         23        the IMEA dictates.  So what they do is, for



         24        their thing the City didn't really have a say.
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          1        They just go to the cities and ask if they have



          2        ground that they could do that for, that it



          3        makes it look green and stuff and helps with the



          4        portfolio to get some renewables.



          5   Q.   Would they not be getting tax revenue generated



          6        from that?



          7   A.   Nope.  That was my objection.  No -- no -- the



          8        City of Princeton, if we give up the ground,



          9        which they did give up some ground that's not



         10        prime development ground here in Princeton,



         11        which, you know, I still have -- I'm not a -- I



         12        don't like to put solar where solar don't



         13        belong, and it doesn't.  It has to benefit



         14        everybody, in my personal opinion, and it



         15        doesn't.



         16   Q.   And where was this?



         17   A.   The City was out at the Tech Park, where the



         18        water treatment plant was.



         19             So we've spent tons of money, as taxpayers



         20        here in town, to develop that ground for



         21        tech-type businesses and everything.  And a



         22        solar field didn't really fit it, but it was



         23        ground that the City of Princeton had.



         24   Q.   And what is the ground currently being used
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          1        for?



          2   A.   Nothing.  Farming.  It's -- so I should say



          3        farming.



          4   Q.   So it's a greenscape?



          5   A.   Yes, yup.



          6             MR. WELBERS:  Lori was next.  Lori, go



          7        ahead, remind the court reporter of your name.



          8             MR. FRY:  Lori Fry.



          9                        EXAMINATION



         10   BY MS. FRY:



         11   Q.   You said you're selective about where you put



         12        your solar panels.  You know, I find that hard



         13        to believe, because I know there were several



         14        letters sent out from where this area is going



         15        to be.



         16             I mean, so, I mean, how is that being



         17        selective?



         18   A.   And what I said, too, is that each person owns



         19        your ground.  I think you have the right to



         20        choose what you want to do with that ground.



         21             If somebody came to me, like the City --



         22        like what happened on the City of Princeton, I



         23        stood my ground and said what I felt about it.



         24        And that was an instance where I didn't believe
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          1        it was the right spot, but it wasn't because of



          2        the geographic location or anything.  The



          3        building is right next door.  It was because the



          4        financial impact, that it doesn't give anything.



          5        We're just giving ground for nothing.



          6             This -- these projects will have, for one,



          7        tax revenue, but then you create local jobs to



          8        build the stuff and things like that.



          9   Q.   Two.



         10   A.   Huh?



         11   Q.   We were -- at the last meeting we were told



         12        that it's two full-time jobs, two, and then, you



         13        know, subcontractors.  So that's --



         14   A.   They come in, but --



         15   Q.   I mean, that's --



         16   A.   So if we're using -- if we are using a local



         17        contractor as the contractor to do the repairs,



         18        that is -- that is going right into the local



         19        economy.



         20   Q.   Right.  What about the seed dealer, the



         21        fertilizer company and --



         22   A.   That's all local.  We're going to buy all the



         23        seed from --



         24   Q.   -- the, like, small-town farmer?  How about all
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          1        those people?  You're hurting more than just



          2        one.



          3   A.   They are still getting --



          4   Q.   You're helping two.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Now, you've got to be



          6        careful, Lori.  There's a little bit of personal



          7        comment, which you'll be able to come and do.



          8             MS. FRY:  Sorry.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Neil was next.



         10             MR. N. GILLAN:  Neil Gillan.



         11                        EXAMINATION



         12   BY MR. N. GILLAN:



         13   Q.   Do you think these belong on prime farm ground?



         14   A.   I think it's a farmer's choice, and that's my



         15        opinion.  It's the farmer's choice.  He owns the



         16        ground.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Counsel, something you want



         18        to counsel your witness on?



         19             MR. PLUTA:  Not my witness.  I just wanted



         20        to remind that we have a limited scope, and he's



         21        here for health and safety.  So prime farmland



         22        and tax stuff is getting a little afar.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  You've got a point there.



         24             Who was next?  Go ahead, Connie.
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          1             MS. STETSON:  Connie Stetson.



          2                        EXAMINATION



          3   BY MS. STETSON:



          4   Q.   So you say that the landowner -- if they want



          5        to do it, that's fine, right?  So what about the



          6        nonparticipating landowner that's next door?



          7        They don't have a say?  You don't care?



          8   A.   I didn't say I didn't care.



          9   Q.   Well, it's sounds like it.



         10   A.   I care.  No, I'm saying, specifically to that



         11        ground, that it's -- I wouldn't want somebody



         12        telling me -- I'm a personal taxpayer here in



         13        Bureau County too.  So I'm not going to sit here



         14        and vote for something, but I'm not going to



         15        judge what you use your ground for.  I'm just



         16        not going to do it.



         17   Q.   But you don't think the nonparticipating person



         18        that's next door doesn't have a right?



         19   A.   I didn't say they didn't have a right.



         20   Q.   For safety?



         21   A.   I don't -- there's no safety concerns.



         22   Q.   Well, yes, there is, because Pivot had a wind



         23        guy here last time and the question to him



         24        was --
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Don't testify, Connie.  You



          2        can do that --



          3             MS. STETSON:  I'm going to ask him.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Go ahead.



          5   Q.   (By Ms. Stetson:)  He stated that he wouldn't



          6        live next to it.  What about you, for safety



          7        reasons because of the wind?



          8   A.   I'd live next to it.  If my house was next to



          9        it, I'd live next to it.



         10   Q.   How come you don't have one on your roof?



         11   A.   Because I don't have any roof and I have trees



         12        that shade it.



         13   Q.   So you don't have solar at all?



         14   A.   Nope.



         15   Q.   And you're pushing it on other people?



         16   A.   I'm not pushing it on other people.



         17   Q.   Well, it sounds like it.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Nanette.



         19             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.



         20                        EXAMINATION



         21   BY MS. GILLAN:



         22   Q.   You stated that you objected to the use of



         23        prime development ground for a solar farm, but



         24        yet we have prime farmland and that's okay?
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          1   A.   It was prime development ground --



          2             MR. WELBERS:  We're kind of off.



          3   A.   -- that the City owns, and we are not



          4        generating anything from that.  Now, if they



          5        wanted to pay us, fine.  If they wanted to pay



          6        the City, and us taxpayers are not taking the



          7        burden on it, use it.



          8             MS. GILLAN:  Can I ask one more thing?  I



          9        know it's probably not on health and safety, but



         10        I guess my question is --



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Well, you have four



         12        categories it can be under, I guess.  But go



         13        ahead, ask your question.



         14   Q.   (By Ms. Gillan:)  Well, I'm wondering, you



         15        know, if you're getting paid for it, it's okay.



         16        So if they would pay the rest of us farm owners



         17        all around, then it would be okay, right?



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Well, that's kind of. . .



         19             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         20                        EXAMINATION



         21   BY MS. SUTTON:



         22   Q.   Can I ask a point of clarification?  What is



         23        the name of the company that you own or you



         24        represent?









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               40





          1   A.   100 Amps.



          2   Q.   What is your relationship with GreenKey Solar



          3        or GreenKey Development?  I don't have that



          4        clear in my mind.



          5   A.   They have -- I'm buddies with the owners, okay,



          6        and they have hired me --



          7   Q.   Excuse me.  You're buddies?



          8   A.   Buddies with the owners.



          9   Q.   Who is the owner?



         10   A.   Troy and Hunter.



         11             And I have been -- they have me consulting



         12        to help them with projects on the development



         13        side because we are a local company.



         14   Q.   So what is your company?



         15   A.   100 Amps.



         16   Q.   100 Amps is the name of your company?



         17   A.   Yup.



         18   Q.   And you are consulting with?



         19   A.   Yes.



         20   Q.   With who?



         21   A.   With GreenKey.



         22   Q.   With GreenKey?



         23   A.   Yes.



         24   Q.   Or GreenKey Development?
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          1   A.   GreenKey Development.



          2   Q.   Okay.



          3   A.   Actually, to get down to it, Renewable Acres is



          4        the EPC on it and they're the ones building it,



          5        so.



          6   Q.   Could you run that by me again?



          7   A.   We have -- there's two on the permits.  There's



          8        a developer, and then there's the EPC who's



          9        going to build it.  And what we are talking



         10        about doing is building it.



         11   Q.   Okay.  So, Mr. Cardosi, your official role is



         12        with GreenKey Development?



         13   A.   Correct.



         14   Q.   As what?



         15   A.   As helping out with the development of the



         16        sites in whatever capacity, for local.



         17   Q.   And then what's your represent -- who's the



         18        other entity that you are dealing with?



         19   A.   On a couple of the other projects, we deal



         20        with --



         21   Q.   No, this project in particular.



         22   A.   This project in particular is with GreenKey



         23        Solar.



         24   Q.   Totally?
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          1   A.   Yes.



          2   Q.   Okay.  So you're with GreenKey Development?



          3   A.   Yes.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Are there any other



          5        questions for this witness tonight?



          6                      (No verbal response.)



          7             MR. WELBERS:  Does the Board have any



          8        specific questions.



          9             MS. SMITH:  I have one.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, Shirley.



         11             MS. SMITH:  There's someone back there.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.  Just a second.



         13             Go ahead, sir.  State your name one more



         14        time.



         15             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         16                        EXAMINATION



         17   BY MR. SOLDATI:



         18   Q.   I'm just wondering, were you up here speaking



         19        about the health and safety?



         20   A.   Yeah.



         21   Q.   And what background do you have to consider



         22        yourself a health and safety expert?



         23   A.   So the biggest thing we were doing is



         24        they asked about, like, we have been around it
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          1        and went through.  I have been familiar with it.



          2             Safety issues as far as, you know, I know



          3        at the last meeting the wind and all this other



          4        stuff, trajectory of panels and stuff, we have



          5        had experience with that during the storms and



          6        what happens with the panels.



          7             The sound, we are around it every day, so



          8        yeah.  Any concerns about any public safety,



          9        we're there.  We help our clients with the



         10        development systems and stuff.  We keep them



         11        safe.



         12   Q.   So you don't have a medical background?



         13   A.   No.  Nope.



         14   Q.   And the solar that you have had -- how many



         15        years in the industry?



         16   A.   Huh?



         17   Q.   How many years do you have in the industry?



         18   A.   I have 25 years in the industry.



         19   Q.   Over those 25 years in the industry, you don't



         20        believe that your brain has desensitized your



         21        response to these sounds?



         22   A.   No.



         23   Q.   Okay.  So for a child with hypersensitivity,



         24        you don't believe that --
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          1   A.   I don't know.  I'm not a medical expert.



          2        You're asking me personally.  I mean, we are out



          3        in the environment.  I'm not in an enclosed area



          4        with them.  So, I mean, we are out in an



          5        environment where you're near them for short



          6        periods of time to long periods of time,



          7        depending on what you're doing.



          8   Q.   So if you're sitting in a room with, like, a



          9        box fan, let's say, you eventually forget that



         10        that sound is there, correct?



         11   A.   Yes.



         12   Q.   So you don't believe that that's the case with



         13        these sounds emitted from the solar farms, for



         14        you personally?



         15   A.   I wouldn't know unless I lived next to them.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Are you good?



         17             MR. SOLDATI:  Yeah.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Mary, you had a question.



         19             MS. ROMANELLI:  Mary Romanelli.



         20                        EXAMINATION



         21   BY MS. ROMANELLI:



         22   Q.   I read today that in Europe it's recommended



         23        that no one live within one mile of a solar



         24        farm.  Are you aware of that?
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          1   A.   No.  I mean, we're putting them in backyards.



          2        I'm not aware of that.  I have never, ever heard



          3        of it.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Did you have a question,



          5        Karen?



          6             MS. STREMLAU:  Yes.  Karen Stremlau.



          7                        EXAMINATION



          8   BY MS. STREMLAU:



          9   Q.   With a solar farm this size, how many inverters



         10        will be onsite?



         11   A.   40.



         12             MR. DICKINSON:  Brian Dickinson.



         13                        EXAMINATION



         14   BY MR. DICKINSON:



         15   Q.   When you're in the field or any of your



         16        co-workers, do you guys wear earplugs or



         17        anything to protect your ears, like you would in



         18        a factory?



         19   A.   Nope.  We do have a couple of factories that we



         20        do wear earplugs or earmuffs when we're inside



         21        if we have to do anything, but not when we are



         22        outside with the inverters or the panels.



         23   Q.   Could you describe what you're doing inside,



         24        why you would have to wear those?
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          1   A.   So the electrical connections inside.  So when



          2        we do inspections or have to work on something,



          3        we have to go inside the building to disconnect



          4        the power and things like that.



          5             MR. DICKINSON:  Can I just keep going, one



          6        more?



          7   Q.   (By Mr. Dickinson:)  Have you ever -- with



          8        damage and safety, have you ever experienced



          9        panels that have been damaged --



         10   A.   Yes.



         11   Q.   -- severely damaged?



         12             Could you describe to the audience what



         13        that kind of looks like or what kind of storm



         14        you saw that take place after?



         15   A.   So a few years ago we had, down in Galesburg,



         16        some straight-line winds went through.  At one



         17        of the banks, it's out in their yard, and a few



         18        panels were blown off.  Something must have hit



         19        them or done something, but they come off.  They



         20        had a bunch of trees down, a bunch of damage,



         21        and the panels come off.



         22             The way they're conducted and the way they



         23        caught, they just fall right in front of the



         24        array.
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          1             Then we see a lot of hail damage, tree



          2        damage and stuff like that to the panels.  And



          3        they basically just shatter, kind of like a car



          4        window, where they don't fully break because



          5        they're the glass and everything, so.



          6   Q.   Was that location in Galesburg in town or



          7        outside of town?



          8   A.   Right on the edge.



          9   Q.   And they blew apart?



         10   A.   Huh?



         11   Q.   Some of them blew off, blew apart?



         12   A.   Two of them blew off, yeah.



         13   Q.   Outside of town?



         14   A.   Yeah.



         15   Q.   As far as a windshield breaks, sometimes



         16        there's little -- splintered little shards



         17        around the crime scene.  EMTs can agree with



         18        that.



         19             Did you see any little shards in any of



         20        the areas after hail damage?



         21   A.   The panels did not break.



         22   Q.   Have you ever seen damage be invited at these



         23        solar panels or, perhaps, companies that want to



         24        go with older fossil fuels and they are getting
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          1        their jobs taken away and it just invites maybe



          2        more glass, graffiti, destruction?  In an area



          3        that's outside of town, we have people that like



          4        to booze cruise, unfortunately, and I don't know



          5        if you have ever -- have you seen anything like



          6        that --



          7   A.   Nope.



          8   Q.   -- where damage has been invited to those



          9        locations in rural areas?



         10   A.   The only -- the latest one was a golf ball,



         11        where his daughter was out in the backyard



         12        playing golf with it and smoked one of the solar



         13        panels with a golf ball.  That just put a hole



         14        in it.



         15             We have seen where tree branches come



         16        through and they bent the solar panel, the



         17        module itself.  We go out there, take them off



         18        and put new ones on.



         19   Q.   One last question then.  Would you prefer to



         20        see these on rich soil and farmland or on top of



         21        buildings like the new distribution center



         22        outside of Princeton, whatever it's called, the



         23        new one, it starts with an O?



         24   A.   I personally don't have -- like I said, it's --
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          1        each individual who owns the property, it's what



          2        they choose to do.



          3             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, Neil.



          4             MR. N. GILLAN:  Neil Gillan.



          5                        EXAMINATION



          6   BY MR. N. GILLAN:



          7   Q.   Have you ever done any of the ones that are



          8        suspended above parking lots?



          9   A.   Yup.



         10   Q.   How do you -- how are they suspended?



         11   A.   Same way they are on the ground.  They just



         12        build a canopy.  Did one for a bank over in



         13        Milan and then also down in Galva.  And they are



         14        suspended up with steel structures in the ground



         15        and everything.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  State your name one more



         17        time.



         18             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         19                        EXAMINATION



         20   BY MR. SOLDATI:



         21   Q.   So what's the largest number of inverters that



         22        you've worked with on a single property?



         23   A.   It would be 40 -- or -- yeah, 40.



         24   Q.   You've worked with 40?
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          1   A.   Yeah.



          2   Q.   And how many times?  Once.



          3   A.   A couple times.  But yeah, there's not much --



          4        we were out visiting and helping with the



          5        project, the contractor.



          6   Q.   What's the average size of a solar farm that



          7        you work on, how many inverters?



          8   A.   Anywhere from, I'd say, the larger ones we have



          9        will have close to 20.



         10   Q.   Just on average, about 20?



         11   A.   Average is going to be down because of the



         12        residential systems.  As far as the



         13        hundred-meter systems.



         14   Q.   Okay.  And you're aware that sound increases



         15        exponentially?



         16   A.   (Nods head.)



         17   Q.   So 40 inverters, as opposed to -- let's even



         18        say 20, to be conservative, is going to be not



         19        double, it's going to be an exponential number?



         20   A.   They're not going to be in the same -- all 40



         21        inverters on the projects aren't in the one



         22        single, isolated area.  We might have 15



         23        inverters on one single wall, on a steel wall --



         24   Q.   So you're saying --
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          1   A.   -- and the noise, I would think, would be a lot



          2        greater.



          3   Q.   So you're saying that you have never worked on



          4        a regular basis with this many inverters and



          5        been exposed to that sound and megahertz?



          6   A.   I'll just say that's what we are -- that is the



          7        direction we are going to.



          8   Q.   Okay.



          9   A.   We are -- our business is expanding into that



         10        market.



         11             MR. SOLDATI:  Just clarifying your



         12        experience.  Thank you.



         13             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.



         14                        EXAMINATION



         15   BY MS. GILLAN:



         16   Q.   You said that you have seen the panels cracked



         17        by hail or a golf ball.  And when that happens,



         18        they don't -- nothing -- they don't emit



         19        anything into the ground?  There's nothing that



         20        would come out of them to damage anything?



         21   A.   Nope.  Nope.  I can -- I mean, my daughter, I'd



         22        let her -- I have had -- we put it to the test



         23        up at our shop, let her throw --



         24   Q.   So are residential solar panels the same as,
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          1        like, an industrial solar factory that they're



          2        going to put in?



          3   A.   Yes.  Usually black-on-black is a little bit



          4        smaller.  But as far as material wise, same



          5        stuff.



          6   Q.   So all the studies that have been out there



          7        that say that they emit toxic waste into the



          8        ground when they're cracked and stuff, all those



          9        studies are wrong, you're correct?



         10   A.   I'm saying, when we go out there, we don't get



         11        a lot of damage that you don't -- I mean,



         12        there's no --



         13   Q.   Do you test the soil?



         14   A.   No, but we don't -- there's no liquids or



         15        anything in there, so I mean.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Are we good?  Our Board has



         17        a few questions if everybody here is complete.



         18                      (No verbal response.)



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Shirley, you had a question?



         20                        EXAMINATION



         21   BY MS. SMITH:



         22   Q.   Since you're local, you're familiar with the



         23        wind in this area?



         24   A.   Uh-huh.
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          1   Q.   However, you do live in town and many of the



          2        folks here live out in the country.



          3             So my question has to do with derecho-



          4        type, tornadic-type winds.  Recently we -- our



          5        neighbors here in Iowa had pieces of different



          6        objects fly a hundred miles away.



          7             With my health and safety, if we were to



          8        have -- and we do have a lot of, you know,



          9        tornados.  We have had some recently.  What is



         10        your experience with regard to that?



         11   A.   So I spent 15 years at the REA, which is -- we



         12        had 1300 miles of lawn, covered 13 counties out



         13        in the country.  They serve rural areas.  That's



         14        what the REAs were created for.  So I have dealt



         15        with storms in those 15 years.  I have dealt



         16        with them down in Bloomington, ice storms, high



         17        winds, everything else.  I've dealt with them on



         18        the solar stuff.



         19             They are designed -- when we do design



         20        systems and everything, they are designed for



         21        high winds at, like, 115 miles an hour and then,



         22        like, a 25-pound snow load and stuff like that.



         23        So we send it off to engineering to design the



         24        stuff.
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          1             And usually your winds, you know, if they



          2        are recorded over that, we'll notice it, but



          3        usually if something flies through those panels,



          4        it's going to damage it.  What I have seen so



          5        far in these storms is everything has been



          6        localized.  And if you have got a row of panels



          7        like that desk, you might have a panel sitting



          8        right out here.  Because the wind is usually



          9        quick and it snaps one or two panels and breaks



         10        it off.



         11   Q.   What keeps it there?  I mean, sometimes these



         12        tornados are on the ground for more than a



         13        couple of minutes.  What keeps them, you know,



         14        from being lifted up and thrown?



         15   A.   Tornado -- I have never seen one hit by a



         16        tornado, so I don't know.  I don't know



         17        specifically.  I'm talking high winds and stuff



         18        like that we have seen go through flatland



         19        lands.



         20             And in that case that I'm talking about at



         21        the bank, we literally picked up the panels and



         22        put them back.  They were not damaged.



         23   Q.   Once those -- if that were to happen, you were



         24        talking about the cracking glass and what -- how
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          1        do they replace those?  What happens to --



          2   A.   We just replace them with new panels.



          3   Q.   Okay.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions?



          5             MR. PLUTA:  I have a few rebuttal.  Sorry.



          6        Was there somebody behind me?



          7             MS. DONARSKI:  Can I just ask one



          8        clarification question?



          9                        EXAMINATION



         10   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         11   Q.   Ian, you had said that the Developer was



         12        GreenKey Development, and then you said



         13        something about a builder.  What was the name



         14        of --



         15   A.   I was talking about the other projects that we



         16        have that were already approved.  So that one's



         17        Renewable Acres.



         18   Q.   Okay.



         19   A.   Sorry.  We got -- and I shouldn't have got



         20        sidetracked to another project.



         21   Q.   So that wasn't with this project?



         22   A.   No.



         23             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Thank you.



         24             MR. CARDOSI:  Yup.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  One more question in the



          2        back.



          3             MR. SOLDATI:  Just one more.  Devin



          4        Soldati.



          5                        EXAMINATION



          6   BY MR. SOLDATI:



          7   Q.   So you said that the panels that are damaged



          8        are replaced with new panels.  So what happens



          9        with the old ones?



         10   A.   We either give them back to the distributor,



         11        and then they are working on ways to recycle



         12        them.  I don't know what happens to them, to be



         13        honest with you, after that.



         14   Q.   So they are not currently in a recyclable



         15        state, to your knowledge?



         16   A.   To my -- like, when we give them back, I do



         17        believe they send them to be recycled.  I can



         18        find that out.  We don't have a lot of them,



         19        sorry.



         20   Q.   Unsure of what they do with them?



         21   A.   Correct.  It really depends on the company,



         22        what -- like, who you buy them from, the



         23        distributors and stuff like that.



         24   Q.   Are the materials used by all these different
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          1        companies about the same, in terms of panels?



          2   A.   Yes.



          3   Q.   So why, in your opinion, do you believe that



          4        the modes of removing these panels and getting



          5        rid of them are different?



          6   A.   I don't think they're different.  I don't know.



          7   Q.   You just said --



          8   A.   I don't know where the recycling is at right



          9        now with solar panels, old solar panels.



         10   Q.   So they may just be going into landfills and



         11        contributing to pollution?



         12   A.   I haven't seen them, so.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Counsel, is there anything



         14        else you would like your witness to clarify?



         15             MR. PLUTA:  Yes, a few limited issues.



         16                        EXAMINATION



         17   BY MR. PLUTA:



         18   Q.   The first, you mentioned that 5 megawatts was



         19        about the max of projects that you have



         20        personally been out and assisted on, correct?



         21   A.   Yes.



         22   Q.   But just to clarify, in your personal



         23        experience and not your direct personal



         24        experience, you are aware that there are
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          1        projects that are much bigger than 5 megawatts,



          2        right?



          3   A.   A hundred percent, yes.



          4   Q.   And on that scale, 5 megawatts, is that



          5        considered a large commercial project?



          6   A.   Yeah, I'd say it's a large commercial project.



          7        That's why it relates to what we do.



          8   Q.   Right, but I guess in terms of the scale of



          9        commercial projects, there are ones that are



         10        50 megawatts, right?



         11   A.   A hundred percent.



         12   Q.   There are ones that are a hundred?



         13   A.   And me, personally, I represent that as more of



         14        an industrial type.



         15   Q.   Okay.



         16   A.   So a clarification would be more industrial



         17        type for the larger ones.



         18   Q.   Okay.  So there's an industrial category of



         19        solar projects --



         20   A.   Yes.



         21   Q.   -- that are magnitudes larger?



         22   A.   Correct.  Thousands of acres.



         23   Q.   We got in your employment stuff a little bit.



         24        I just want to clarify.  You are not an employee
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          1        of Cherry Solar, LLC?



          2   A.   Nope.



          3   Q.   GreenKey --



          4   A.   Nope.



          5   Q.   -- Development?



          6             GreenKey Solar?



          7   A.   Nope.



          8   Q.   You are just an employee of 100 Amp?



          9   A.   Correct.



         10   Q.   And you have been hired as a contractor --



         11   A.   Correct.



         12   Q.   -- for this project --



         13   A.   Yes, correct.



         14   Q.   -- correct?



         15             Okay.  Safety was a big issue and your



         16        qualifications.  You're a master electrician; is



         17        that correct?



         18   A.   Correct.



         19   Q.   And a large part of being an electrician is



         20        safely maneuvering in and around electrical



         21        devices?



         22   A.   Equipment, yes.



         23   Q.   Those would include solar facilities?



         24   A.   Yes.
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          1   Q.   So would you consider yourself an expert of



          2        understanding the safety components working



          3        around a solar facility?



          4   A.   Yeah.  We have to be trained for that, I mean,



          5        yeah.



          6   Q.   Okay.



          7   A.   Our insurance requires safety procedures for us



          8        to be around that.



          9   Q.   Last topic.  You got a lot of questions about



         10        sound.  You're aware that Kimley-Horn provided a



         11        sound study for this project, correct?



         12   A.   Yes.



         13   Q.   And you're aware that in that study they



         14        actually study where the inverters will go on



         15        the project and what level of noise you could



         16        expect out of that at the project, correct?



         17   A.   Yes.



         18   Q.   So appreciate that you provided personal



         19        knowledge, but is it fair to say that you would



         20        defer to the Kimley-Horn sound study in



         21        reference to sounds that you would experience



         22        around this project?



         23   A.   Yes.



         24             MR. PLUTA:  Okay.  Thanks so much.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  I think you can sit down



          2        now.



          3             MR. CARDOSI:  Cool.  All right.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Would you like to bring



          5        forward your second witness?



          6             DR. WAHLS:  Good evening.



          7             COURT REPORTER:  I need to swear you in.



          8                   STEVEN WAHLS, M.D.,



          9        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         10             MS. NEMETH:  Could you state your name and



         11        address for the record.



         12             DR. WAHLS:  Steven A. Wahls, W-A-H-L-S.



         13        That's 60864 River Rim Drive in Bend, Oregon.



         14             So Sean did a good job, not only



         15        introducing me, but bringing up a lot of my



         16        background and what I have to say.  So I guess



         17        that's your job.



         18             But thanks for allowing me to present this



         19        evening.  I am a board-certified family



         20        physician, and I think most of you know what



         21        that means.  I'm a native of Joliet, Illinois,



         22        just up the highway here, and completed my



         23        medical school and residency training in Chicago



         24        at Rush University.
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          1             I was self-employed full-time in a full-



          2        spectrum family medicine practice, and that



          3        includes everything you would think of a family



          4        doctor doing.  That was a few years ago.  24



          5        years in a rural community, and then followed by



          6        12 years as a faculty member at a -- our major



          7        Oregon teaching university, Oregon Health and



          8        Science University.



          9             Can you hear back there?  I'm sorry, I can



         10        talk louder.



         11             AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Just barely.



         12             DR. WAHLS:  I'm sorry.  I'll try and



         13        project a little better.



         14             AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you.



         15             DR. WAHLS:  My last full-time position at



         16        the university did include continuing education



         17        administration, development, quality improvement



         18        and medical informatics.  So essentially



         19        applying some of the new computer technology as



         20        to how we document medically.  I now work about



         21        half-time in family medicine in the city of



         22        Redmond, Oregon.  And I have submitted my CV for



         23        your review, so that's available if you need



         24        some more information.
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          1             In addition to medical physiology and



          2        patient care, I do have a particular interest in



          3        physics and have been asked to serve as an



          4        expert witness here, not only to health effects



          5        but on some of the information that's already



          6        been submitted as evidence.  And Cherry Solar is



          7        the one who's asked me to come.



          8             I have reviewed some of the testimony from



          9        this body from previous, especially more recent,



         10        testimony that's been shared, and you have that



         11        on file.  And also I have seen the documentation



         12        by Tad from last -- was it a month ago, or last



         13        session.  And then also an article by Tell,



         14        Hooper and Sias regarding the electromagnetic



         15        fields associated with commercial solar



         16        installation.



         17             Then Ian's just shared information this



         18        evening about the electrical impact, more from a



         19        hands-on, practical individual who's been



         20        involved with the process.



         21             It's my understanding that very limited



         22        sound generation is expected from this project,



         23        and I think that was documented in the last



         24        meeting or two.  In addition, the way the
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          1        physics of it works is, there's decay of sound



          2        and actually EMF over a distance.  So the decay



          3        is greater the farther we get from the facility.



          4        And I think that's been shown by the things that



          5        have been presented.



          6             It was my understanding, based on how far



          7        I understand the closest residence is, as well



          8        as where the property boundary of the proposed



          9        solar installation is, that there will be



         10        negligible or no sound audible from the



         11        inverters and the other equipment at that



         12        distance, at the fence around the facility.



         13             Documentation was submitted by Nanette



         14        Gillan in her undated messaged entitled "To the



         15        Bureau County Zoning Board of Appeals," and she



         16        did express concerns about the potential medical



         17        impact on her grandson, Mavrick, who's been



         18        diagnosed with autism.



         19             As a medical professional who's worked



         20        with adults and kids over almost 40 years in



         21        that multiple areas of healthcare, but also



         22        dealing with those with behavioral health issues



         23        and autism, I do have some exposure to this, and



         24        I'd like to provide a little bit of information
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          1        regarding autism.



          2             Between 1 and 2 percent of children are



          3        thought to have autism spectrum disorder.  Half



          4        of those may have a genetic component, but we



          5        really don't know the reason why some people get



          6        it, and that's lots -- because of that, there's



          7        a lot of people with ideas.  Unfortunately, we



          8        don't have a lot of solid documentation.  For



          9        example, a number of years ago it was thought by



         10        some that the MMR vaccine could be causing



         11        autism.  This has been looked at ad nauseam and



         12        there's no evidence to that.  But I think we are



         13        required to look at the evidence we have to look



         14        at.



         15             So many theories as to contributing



         16        factors, but due to the nature of the condition



         17        of autism, it's very difficult to do blinded



         18        research about cases.  Most of our information



         19        does some from observational or cohort studies,



         20        and we can talk more about that if you would



         21        like.



         22             So common features of autism spectrum



         23        disorder include difficulty with social



         24        communication and restrictive or repetitive
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          1        patterns of behavior, interests or activities.



          2        As we all know, much of our communication is not



          3        speaking and it's not the spoken word, it's



          4        interaction, our facial gestures, the way we



          5        communicate by motion in our bodies.  And these



          6        are all factors that affect kids and adults with



          7        autism.



          8             Peer-reviewed literature has shown that



          9        people with autism spectrum disorder are able to



         10        adapt, especially with good support and



         11        intensive behavioral intervention.  Many are



         12        able to lead independent and highly-productive



         13        lives.



         14             Ms. Gillan does cite someone that she



         15        describes as an autism expert, Dr. German.  And



         16        it appears that there was a question submitted



         17        through the internet site, Just Answer, though



         18        there was no documentation that I have seen as



         19        to what that question might have been.  And



         20        perhaps, you know, we can get feedback on that



         21        later.



         22             But I was not able to determine what



         23        credentials Dr. German had or whether Dr. German



         24        has a doctorate in medicine.  This was no peer
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          1        literature -- or peer-reviewed literature cited



          2        in that response and no scientific studies that



          3        I could find.  Dr. German provided only general



          4        speculative comments, comments to, quote, Solar



          5        panels can be disruptive, especially at night,



          6        end quote, and, quote, Living close to a solar



          7        farm could carry certain risks, like exposure to



          8        radio magnetic fields, possibly producing



          9        nausea, headaches, fatigue or sleep



         10        disturbances, end quote.



         11             So we have good documentation from the



         12        Kimley-Horn sound study as to the lack of sound



         13        impact at the perimeter of this particular



         14        development, and we do have documentation that



         15        there's not an increase in background EMF



         16        outside the Cherry Solar 1 project.



         17             So it's really hard for me to give much



         18        credence to the information that Dr. German



         19        provided.



         20             In addition, because of the lack of energy



         21        production at night, the statement about



         22        disruption of sleep is a little hard to fathom



         23        for me.



         24             There was a paragraph following the Just
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          1        Answer response that was provided also without a



          2        citation as to source.  This states, The impact



          3        of solar farms on special needs children is a



          4        topic that requires special consideration.



          5             And I am all for trying to learn what we



          6        can about any health topic exposure to just



          7        about anything, from cars and lack of seat belts



          8        to solar farms.  I think this is all a valid



          9        discussion.



         10             The paragraph also, interestingly,



         11        provides some suppositions but states that



         12        there's no, quote, No direct research on this



         13        topic.



         14             Ms. Gillan provided a post by Patrick



         15        Kiley from Irish Solar that appears to downplay



         16        specific health risks from solar farms.  Again,



         17        I do not see scientific documentation there.  I



         18        just see statements.



         19             One article provided by Ms. Gillan --



         20             MR. N. GILLAN:  It's Gillan (different



         21        pronunciation).



         22             DR. WAHLS:  Gillan.  I'm sorry.



         23             -- entitled "Detrimental Impacts of



         24        Constant Sound Emitted by Inverters to Special
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          1        Needs Pupils."  This article is written in



          2        response to a proposed solar farm in the



          3        vicinity of a school for pupils that have



          4        special needs, but it's not specified whether



          5        these are individuals with autism spectrum



          6        disorder or what those particular needs were,



          7        nor was it stated how far that particular solar



          8        farm was from the school.



          9             The methodology of that appears to be



         10        uncertain to me.  So I believe that's not really



         11        a credible source to make a decision in terms of



         12        health-related issues about solar farms.



         13             So I understand concerns with autism



         14        spectrum disorder and the impact of various



         15        stimuli, including sounds.  And so that is



         16        reasonable to ask that question, Is the sound



         17        from a solar array going to be an issue?  I



         18        think we know the answer to that from the prior



         19        documentation.



         20             I have a very intelligent grandson, age



         21        five, with severe autism.  We can go into more



         22        details too, but I don't think that's necessary.



         23        So I have a personal connection with this



         24        problem.
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          1             He lives in a city, and there's



          2        considerably more ambient sound than is present



          3        in the vicinity of our rural areas and also in



          4        the vicinity of this project we're talking about



          5        or other solar projects I'm familiar with.



          6             But the literature would state that family



          7        members and professional support is helpful.



          8        And for this grandson of mine, he is actually



          9        learning to communicate and express himself and



         10        not to decompensate over time, and presumably



         11        that will go on.  Mavrick appears to have a



         12        sound family and supportive family background,



         13        and I would certainly hope that he will show



         14        those same improvements over time.



         15             I have spent some time during this last



         16        week doing literature research as to health



         17        effects from solar arrays on people nearby and



         18        really have not found anything to raise my



         19        concern, either as to sound or as to



         20        electromagnetic fields.



         21             So in summary, based on my review of the



         22        peer-reviewed literature and the evidence that



         23        we have seen in this committee, I really have a



         24        hard time predicting any negative impact from
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          1        this Cherry Solar 1 project outside of the



          2        project itself and perhaps not even in the



          3        project boundary.  I really don't expect medical



          4        evidence to suggest impact or negative impact on



          5        anybody, and I think that we have seen several



          6        presentations that would support that.



          7             I have never seen an individual with



          8        autism spectrum get into trouble as a result of



          9        low-level sound, especially consistent low-level



         10        sound.



         11             So thank you.  I'll take questions.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Counsel, is there anything



         13        that you would like to clarify now, before I go



         14        to questions?



         15             MR. PLUTA:  No.  You can go ahead.  Thank



         16        you.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Kris, do you have questions?



         18             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you.



         19                        EXAMINATION



         20   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         21   Q.   I have a question.  At the beginning, you said



         22        you had submitted your curriculum vitae.



         23   A.   Yes.



         24             MR. PLUTA:  I don't have it.









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               72





          1             MR. SNYDER:  Sorry, with Sean being here



          2        instead of Ben, I think we forgot to bring it



          3        along.



          4             MS. DONARSKI:  So we don't have one.  I



          5        just want to make sure I --



          6             MR. PLUTA:  I do not have it now then, but



          7        I have it submitted so that you can have it as



          8        soon as we get it to you.



          9             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Just make sure we



         10        have that.



         11   Q.   (By Ms. Donarski:)  The second question I had



         12        was, at the last hearing I had there were three



         13        exhibits that were given out for the next



         14        witness, which was Monica M. Wahls.



         15   A.   Correct.



         16   Q.   Who seems to have the same address as you.



         17   A.   She does.



         18   Q.   And so who is Monica Wahls?



         19   A.   She and I have been married for 44 years this



         20        summer.



         21   Q.   So that's your wife.  And she was unable to



         22        attend?



         23   A.   She was unable to attend.  She's had a medical



         24        problem herself, and that's gotten in the way.
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          1        We had talked through a lot of these issues and



          2        questions together.  So, you know, I feel more



          3        comfortable coming from my perspective as a



          4        physician.  She's a nurse practitioner.



          5   Q.   Okay.  So then now that we got that kind of



          6        straightened out.



          7             Okay.  So you are a board-certified family



          8        physician.  Do you have any kind of specialty in



          9        dealing with autistic children?



         10   A.   I don't have a specialty, but I have dealt with



         11        many dozens of autistic individuals, children



         12        and adults, over the years.



         13   Q.   Okay.  So not a specialty, just practical



         14        experience?



         15   A.   You know, I suppose I'm not a psychiatric-



         16        trained individual, correct.



         17   Q.   Okay.  And then do you have any specialty in,



         18        like, sound or, like, an audiologist or anything



         19        like that?



         20   A.   I'm not an audiologist.  I have done



         21        audiograms, audiogram evaluation in my office.



         22        I'm not doing that now in my part-time



         23        retirement gig.  But, yes, I am very familiar



         24        with sound and its impact on ears, as well as on
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          1        individuals with autism spectrum.



          2             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Thank you very much.



          3             MR. WELBERS:  Counsel?



          4             MR. PLUTA:  Yeah, on the CV note, I have



          5        an electronic copy of the CV.  I'm happy to



          6        arrange to have that printed, if we have access



          7        to a printer here.  And the doctor will be here



          8        all night if people have questions about the CV.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  I didn't really understand



         10        your question on this CV.  What is it that



         11        you're looking for that's not here?



         12             MS. DONARSKI:  Well, it's sort of like his



         13        education, his certification, his background.



         14             MR. WELBERS:  His background, but he



         15        testified to what that was.



         16             MS. DONARSKI:  Right.



         17             DR. WAHLS:  It's an oversized resume.



         18             MS. DONARSKI:  Right.



         19             So he said he had one, and I hadn't marked



         20        it as an exhibit.  So I just wanted to make



         21        sure --



         22             MR. WELBERS:  We don't have the exhibit,



         23        and so we have clarified --



         24             MS. DONARSKI:  But it's on his phone and
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          1        he can print it out.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  But at any rate, the witness



          3        did testify to his training and his experience.



          4             MS. DONARSKI:  Right.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Is there anything in



          6        addition that he should be saying into the



          7        record?



          8             MR. PLUTA:  I don't believe it's necessary



          9        to provide the CV.  I just am trying to correct



         10        that error.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Well, he testified to what



         12        it is.  So is there anything that he left off



         13        that he would -- because he can just testify to



         14        it and it's in the record.



         15             MR. PLUTA:  He left off his lecture



         16        history and presentations.  I'm not sure any of



         17        that's relevant beyond what he's testified to.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Oh, go ahead.



         19             DR. WAHLS:  It's 16 or 18 pages.  I don't



         20        know how much you want to. . .



         21             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         22             Am I correct in believing that phones are



         23        not supposed to be on during this trial?



         24        Because that's what the officer told me.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  I am not the police officer.



          2        The phones are -- during the daytime I don't



          3        even believe they let them in for court.  My



          4        only instruction, which I did not give, is for



          5        everyone to put it on silent.



          6             I don't think there's any conflict that



          7        the Counsel has his phone, that he could look



          8        for something.  My phone could do the same



          9        thing.  It is indeed on.



         10             We're not violating anything, are we?



         11             THE BAILIFF:  No, sir.  The sheriff just



         12        asked specifically for meetings like this that



         13        phones be silenced or turned off and not to



         14        disrupt the meeting.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Right.



         16             THE BAILIFF:  That came from the sheriff



         17        himself.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  So Counsel is fine,



         19        that he look something up.



         20             State your name.



         21             MS. DEBNAR:  Rebecca Debnar.  I have a few



         22        questions for you, sir.



         23             DR. WAHLS:  Sure, thank you.



         24                        EXAMINATION
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          1   BY MS. DEBNAR:



          2   Q.   So I have here the previous statement from your



          3        wife.



          4   A.   Okay.



          5   Q.   Can I assume that the references that she



          6        provided were the same ones that you referred to



          7        in the literature that you discussed?



          8   A.   I believe so.  I can't say that's an exhaustive



          9        list, but I looked at some other things than she



         10        had too.



         11   Q.   Because I definitely have some concerns about a



         12        few of them.  A few of them are very outdated.



         13             Is it true that in the medical community



         14        something is considered credible when it's



         15        within five years, correct?



         16   A.   The later, the better.



         17   Q.   Typically.  Because two of her sources, one is



         18        from 1997.  So 27 years old.



         19   A.   You know, I don't --



         20   Q.   Would you consider that an old resource?



         21   A.   I'd say that's an old resource.  On the other



         22        hand, there's a paucity of really new resources



         23        there too.



         24   Q.   Correct.
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          1             When was the last time that you personally



          2        evaluated a child with autism?



          3   A.   Within the last year.



          4   Q.   Okay.  And in your experience with children



          5        with autism, have you ever met two children with



          6        autism that are exactly the same?



          7   A.   No.



          8   Q.   Okay.  Because --



          9   A.   Nor two adults.



         10   Q.   -- in the literature provided by your wife, it



         11        does say -- speak to the uniqueness, correct?



         12   A.   Correct.  There's a lot of diversity --



         13   Q.   So there's --



         14   A.   -- in individuals, adults and children, with



         15        autism, and they all interact with slightly



         16        different environments.  How much is the



         17        environmental impact of that?  How much is the



         18        genetics?  How much is whatever else that



         19        triggered the autism?



         20   Q.   Correct.



         21   A.   It's anyone's guess, yeah.



         22   Q.   And also in the literature provided by your



         23        wife, one of the articles spoke to 50 percent of



         24        children with autism having sensitivities to
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          1        sound.  Does that seem accurate?



          2   A.   I believe that's accurate, from my own



          3        experience.



          4   Q.   So it's not uncommon for children with autism



          5        to have either a hyper- or a hyposensitivity to



          6        sound?



          7   A.   Correct.  I would add to that, that it's not



          8        just sound in general.  It's change in sound.



          9   Q.   Okay.



         10   A.   Often kids with autism will go around making



         11        sounds.



         12   Q.   Correct.



         13   A.   And that's just one of the features, and I



         14        think it is reflected in the DSM-5 diagnostic



         15        criteria too.



         16   Q.   Correct.  Correct.



         17             So along with that, if someone were to



         18        have a hypersensitivity to sound, sounds that



         19        are potentially inaudible to someone with normal



         20        hearing, can they cause sensory overload to



         21        someone with extreme hypersensitivity?



         22   A.   I mean, that's an interesting theoretical



         23        question, but the human ear has --



         24   Q.   Well, the article said it.
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          1   A.   -- certain limits to its ability to hear, you



          2        know, a threshold in decibels.



          3             I'm not an audiologist, so I will not



          4        quote the chapter or verse on that.  But, I



          5        mean, there's a threshold that is going to not



          6        be audible to anyone.  Is it different?  I mean,



          7        as I get older I may need hearing aids.  Okay.



          8        There's going to be some changes there.  So we



          9        all have some differences in our hearing acuity.



         10             I would have to see evidence that the



         11        sound produced by something, whether it's a



         12        refrigerator or a solar array, is greater than



         13        the ambient sound in the area.  I don't think we



         14        have seen that at this point.



         15   Q.   Okay.  You previously stated that the addition



         16        of a new sound could be disruptive to an



         17        autistic child, correct?



         18   A.   It could be if the child could hear that, and



         19        that's a theoretical question.  I think, based



         20        on what we had heard, it's unlikely that most of



         21        us are going to be able to hear it at the fence



         22        line, let alone 450 feet away.



         23   Q.   Okay.  What kind of testing is done to diagnose



         24        someone with this type of hypersensitivity?
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          1   A.   I don't know that there's separate testing.  I



          2        have never come across that for hypersensitivity



          3        in autism spectrum disorder.



          4             People with ADHD, attention deficit



          5        hyperactivity disorder, often have increased



          6        sensitivity to sound.  And it's interesting,



          7        there's a little bit of overlap.  In a group



          8        this size, safe to say that probably at least



          9        two or three of us probably have ADHD and



         10        probably one or two have autism spectrum



         11        disorder.  Again, highly-functioning, but the



         12        reality is, you know, we're all out there.



         13   Q.   And you said previously that with intensive



         14        behavioral treatment, that's how children with



         15        autism become more functional?



         16   A.   Again, we've got a huge differential between



         17        one end and the other end of the spectrum, and



         18        especially in the last 20 years or whatever it



         19        is since we have had DSM-5.  You know, they



         20        combined four different categories into one.



         21             So, you know, we're dealing with not one



         22        type of situation.  We're dealing with people



         23        who come from different environments and



         24        backgrounds who respond to different things.
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          1        Some may respond to nothing.  Some will respond



          2        to different types of stimuli.



          3             So, you know, I think that, without



          4        knowing an individual, working with a given



          5        individual, it's hard to say exactly how much of



          6        an impact that may be.  All I can go on is



          7        audible thresholds we are likely to hear.



          8             Okay.  Now, yes, we were told dogs hear



          9        things we don't, whistles, et cetera.  That's



         10        great.  I think there's a whole bunch more



         11        similarity between those of us who don't have



         12        autism spectrum and our hearing and those who



         13        do.



         14             They may be more alert to that and they



         15        may be bothered by it, louder or sudden changes



         16        in sound, but background sound that is not



         17        detectable outside of a boundary I wouldn't



         18        expect to have any impact on an individual with



         19        autism.



         20   Q.   Have you evaluated personally the child with



         21        autism that lives at that residence?



         22   A.   No.  Yeah, no, I have not.



         23   Q.   So is it safe to say --



         24   A.   I'm not licensed in Illinois.
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          1   Q.   -- that with his specific severity that he will



          2        not be able to hear the sound of the inverters?



          3   A.   I can't make any better judgement than any of



          4        the rest of us in this room can make.



          5   Q.   Okay.



          6   A.   I think we have seen -- we have evidence to



          7        look at, and we all can look at the same



          8        evidence perhaps a little differently, but it's



          9        there.  It's been presented.



         10             MS. DEBNAR:  Okay.



         11             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         12                        EXAMINATION



         13   BY MR. SOLDATI:



         14   Q.   So you mentioned audible thresholds.  So from a



         15        set distance and 40 inverters letting off



         16        particular frequencies, why is this a



         17        theoretical question?



         18   A.   It's a theoretical question because we don't



         19        have evidence there's a change in ambient sound



         20        outside the boundary.  So it's a theoretical



         21        question because you're saying, Well, Fred --



         22        picking another name -- might be able to hear



         23        something.  We don't know.  We don't have



         24        evidence of that.
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          1             And unless we can prove on a consistent



          2        basis that Fred always responds to a sound



          3        that's inaudible to the rest of us, it's very



          4        hard to make a case for that being a reason not



          5        to install something.  That can be a cell phone,



          6        can be a windmill, you name it.



          7   Q.   So if we know the distance from, say, the



          8        inverters to the property where this child will



          9        be, and we know the frequency of these inverters



         10        and the number of them, and that sound increases



         11        exponentially, we know these things, it's just



         12        an equation, why is it a theoretical question?



         13   A.   Because you're trying to, in that setting, make



         14        an assumption that a given individual, with or



         15        without autism, can hear something.



         16   Q.   You mentioned an audible threshold is a



         17        number --



         18   A.   Say that again.  I'm sorry.



         19   Q.   You mentioned an audible threshold, it's a



         20        given number, it's a given range.  So why is



         21        that theoretical?



         22   A.   An audible threshold is going to be --



         23        obviously we're all a little different.  We can



         24        hear different things.  But I don't know of any
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          1        evidence that somebody with autism has a



          2        hundred-fold higher sensitivity in their



          3        hearing, for example, thousand-fold, whatever it



          4        is, at 450 feet.  And that may be a little bit



          5        of a stretch.  Again, we are talking about a lot



          6        of nonevidence-based stuff here.



          7   Q.   So is it needed to have a 100 or 1,000 times



          8        threshold increase in hearing to be able to hear



          9        the frequency that these inverters are going to



         10        give up off, 40 of them, from a set distance



         11        from the property?



         12   A.   I would -- you know, I would have to be able to



         13        sit down and do calculations and probably can go



         14        from that.



         15             But we are talking about multitudes.  We



         16        are not talking about, you know, a drop of



         17        10 percent per foot or something.



         18   Q.   Do you know how far the house is, the property,



         19        that the kids would be playing on from these



         20        inverters?



         21   A.   I believe the documentation that was submitted



         22        by Nanette was that it was 450 feet.



         23   Q.   And brings you here from Bend, Oregon?



         24   A.   Say that again.
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          1   Q.   What brings you here from Bend, Oregon?  That's



          2        pretty far.



          3   A.   I was asked to come.  Partially because my wife



          4        was asked to come and she could not make it.



          5   Q.   Are you financially incentivized to be here?



          6   A.   Nope.  I am paid but I am not -- I should not



          7        say I'm incentivized.



          8   Q.   You're being paid?



          9   A.   Yes.



         10   Q.   By who?



         11   A.   By the company.



         12   Q.   Okay.  Do you have any other studies that would



         13        be important to bring up in this case, other



         14        than the -- I can't remember the name of the one



         15        that you guys said earlier, it started with an



         16        H?



         17   A.   I believe that was the one that was included



         18        previously?



         19   Q.   It was in the previous hearing, yes.



         20   A.   So I don't have anything extra to submit right



         21        now.  Frankly, my time in the last week where I



         22        have been looking for things, I have not come up



         23        with much in terms of negative impacts from



         24        solar projects or sound from solar projects on
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          1        health in any fashion.



          2   Q.   So as a medical doctor, you're aware of the



          3        importance of gathering data from multiple



          4        sources and not relying on one peer-reviewed



          5        study?



          6   A.   That's reasonable.



          7   Q.   So why is it an overreliance on one study when



          8        there could potentially be others out there with



          9        conflicting evidence?  Is that observation bias



         10        coming into effect?



         11   A.   I think, looking at what I have seen -- and,



         12        again, I have not reviewed every article that's



         13        been published on sound or EMFs from these types



         14        of installations.  But it does not seem to me



         15        that we have -- what I have seen so far is, the



         16        evidence would say we have not been able to



         17        document a problem as a result of it.



         18   Q.   From that one study?



         19   A.   From the others I looked at online too.



         20   Q.   Can you cite them?



         21   A.   No.  I did not write them all down, but I



         22        certainly could provide them at a future time if



         23        needed.



         24   Q.   And when was this study from?
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          1   A.   This one here?



          2   Q.   Yeah.



          3   A.   I'm going to have to ask the people who have it



          4        in front of them.  My recollection, the last ten



          5        years or so.



          6             DR. WAHLS:  Ms. Gillan, was that the one



          7        from your documentation?



          8             MS. GILLAN:  It's Gillan.  And no.



          9   Q.   (By Mr. Soldati:)  The one that the sound



         10        expert from North Carolina was talking about.



         11   A.   Yeah, I --



         12   Q.   It seems like it's the only study that I have



         13        heard of that's an actual citation on solar.



         14   A.   I don't believe we have seen -- the materials



         15        that I have give a lot of different sources



         16        here.



         17   Q.   So is it a metaanalysis?



         18   A.   Say that again.



         19   Q.   Is it a metaanalysis or is it an individual



         20        study?



         21   A.   I don't know that I can tell you that.



         22   Q.   Do we have a year?



         23   A.   Say that again.



         24   Q.   Do we have a year of when that study was









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               89





          1        published?



          2             MR. PLUTA:  The study "Possible Health



          3        Effects of Exposure to Residential Electric and



          4        Magnetic Fields" was published in 1997.



          5   Q.   (By Mr. Soldati:)  And as a medical doctor, are



          6        you aware that medical knowledge doubles every



          7        seven to eight years?



          8   A.   I have heard that said.



          9   Q.   So let's say 27 years, medical knowledge is



         10        doubling how many times in that time period?



         11        Four times?



         12   A.   You know, it's interesting that many of the



         13        things we deal with are identical to the things



         14        we were dealing with 25 years ago because the



         15        people are built of the same stuff.  Now, we



         16        have new tools, granted.  I would have to ask



         17        you to provide me with evidence more recently.



         18        Ideally, case control trials are something with



         19        some verifiability to it and that shows me a



         20        difference.



         21             If we want to pick somebody with autism,



         22        great, but we are talking about something bigger



         23        than just autism.  We are talking about a lot of



         24        potential health effects.  If there is a sense
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          1        that there may be something there, who's



          2        documenting it?  And I hear a lot of quotes, but



          3        I don't see a lot of, you know, rubber meeting



          4        the road as such.



          5             MR. SOLDATI:  So it's true that we can



          6        have our phones out, as long as they are silent?



          7        So if we were to look up something, we could



          8        present that as a part of this case?



          9             MR. WELBERS:  You are free to research



         10        something on your phone on silent.  You were



         11        told that.  You were told that, indeed, by



         12        direction of the sheriff.



         13             Then you would come up and cite that, I



         14        guess, if you want to testify.



         15             State your name.



         16             MS. DEBNAR:  Rebecca Debnar.



         17                        EXAMINATION



         18   BY MS. DEBNAR:



         19   Q.   So the other study on acoustics and EMF levels



         20        from solar projects that your wife submitted,



         21        that's from 2012, so not quite as old as the



         22        other one.



         23             I actually do have a study that revokes



         24        that one, that makes that un-credible.
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          1             MS. DEBNAR:  I don't know if you want to



          2        wait until later to submit this?



          3             MR. WELBERS:  That's your evidence.  You



          4        can come up and testify to it.



          5   Q.   (By Ms. Debnar:)  Just so you know, I do have



          6        something that calls out specifically that one.



          7   A.   Well, we'll have to look at how the study was



          8        done.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Now, you understand that



         10        Dr. Wahls could then cross-examine you when



         11        you're up here?



         12             MS. DEBNAR:  Absolutely.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Just so you know.



         14             Any other questions?



         15             Yes, Nanette.



         16             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.



         17                        EXAMINATION



         18   BY MS. GILLAN:



         19   Q.   I don't have studies and stuff.  I just have



         20        statements that I have found made by the World



         21        Health Organization that states there is a



         22        health risk of electromagnetic hypersensitivity



         23        associated with living near solar farms.  The



         24        conditions are characterized by a range of
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          1        symptoms triggered by exposure to these



          2        radiation fields.  These symptoms can include



          3        headaches, fatigue, skin rashes, sleep



          4        disturbances.



          5             And that there was a study done in



          6        Australia -- I don't have that study because



          7        I --



          8             MR. WELBERS:  Are you going to lead to a



          9        question for Dr. Wahls?



         10             MS. GILLAN:  Yes.



         11   Q.   (By Ms. Gillan:)  Have you heard of this stuff,



         12        that the World Health Organization has made



         13        these comments?



         14   A.   You know, I have not seen a specific published



         15        reference to that.  Again, I would love to see



         16        peer-reviewed literature for that, and the WHO,



         17        I would hope, is looking into that.



         18             But, again, sometimes I hear a reference



         19        of a reference of a reference.  That doesn't



         20        help me as much.



         21   Q.   Okay.  You want to see peer-reviewed studies;



         22        however, you're willing to accept peer-reviewed



         23        studies that are 24 years old?



         24   A.   If I can't get better.  If I can't get them
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          1        more recently, then I have got to start



          2        somewhere.



          3   Q.   So with all of the studies that our medical



          4        community are doing these days, there's nothing?



          5   A.   I have not found it.  There's got to be



          6        something more, and I would love to have



          7        somebody submit that to me and to the record.



          8             Because, you know, what we're talking



          9        about here is a lot of things.  We have got a



         10        lot of potential concerns about a solar project



         11        nearby from your property.  You know, what is



         12        our big worry?  What is our big issue?  Is it



         13        medical?  I can speak somewhat to medical.



         14        Beyond that, I'm just speaking as a citizen of



         15        this country.



         16   Q.   One last question.  So I had to go through some



         17        training a while back when I was going to be a



         18        legal guardian for a child that was severely



         19        autistic.  One of the things that I learned in



         20        these studies was, of course, the sensitivity.



         21             Have you ever heard of a child that is so



         22        sensitive to hearing that they can't sleep at



         23        night because they can hear the sheets crinkle



         24        underneath their heads?
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          1   A.   I would say -- you know, have I had that



          2        specific quote?  No.  But I have had --



          3   Q.   Being that sensitive?



          4   A.   You know, I would go back to what I was saying



          5        about the evidence showing that we can work with



          6        kids.  And that, you know, your grandson, at



          7        age 6 now, I believe, or at least when the



          8        paperwork was submitted, has a set of things and



          9        that's going to be different.  It may not be



         10        qualitatively different, but quantitatively it's



         11        different.



         12             He's going to learn, because he's got



         13        family around him, I'm assuming that the family



         14        and other people are helping him develop coping



         15        mechanisms.  So he's not going to be, I suspect,



         16        wearing ear protection 20 years from now.  Don't



         17        know.



         18             But, you know, there may be some more



         19        information you have there.  Good to know.



         20             MR. WELBERS:  Rebecca Debnar.



         21             MS. DEBNAR:  Rebecca Debnar.



         22                        EXAMINATION



         23   BY MS. DEBNAR:



         24   Q.   So what you're saying is, this child should
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          1        have to incur, potentially, intensive behavioral



          2        treatment and his parent should have to fund the



          3        cost of that treatment for somebody else to make



          4        a profit on their land?



          5   A.   Not saying that.



          6   Q.   That's what you basically just said.



          7   A.   No, what I said is, my suspicion is because his



          8        family cares a lot about him, they are already



          9        working on this.



         10             And this does not always imply somebody is



         11        brought in from outside.  School systems often



         12        provide this.  There's a lot of sources.  So, I



         13        mean, I suppose you could spend whatever you



         14        want on it, but the reality is relationship is



         15        the foundation for that healing.



         16             So, no, the autism is not likely to go



         17        away, but I believe, in most cases, we see



         18        improvements in the ability of somebody to cope



         19        with the realties of life around them.  The



         20        refrigerator goes off and on.  That's a big



         21        change, but I believe that that's not an issue



         22        in the household, I'm guessing.  I don't know



         23        that for sure, but I -- you know, that's my



         24        suspicion.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Lori.



          2             MS. FRY:  Rebecca took the words right out



          3        of my mouth.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Connie.



          5             MS. STETSON:  Connie Stetson.



          6                        EXAMINATION



          7   BY MS. STETSON:



          8   Q.   The refrigerator is a familiar sound.  Every



          9        household has that.  This child grew up with



         10        that.  It's familiar.



         11             The sound that could possibly be from the



         12        solar is not a familiar sound.  And, again, I



         13        love what she just said:  The landowner is



         14        getting paid, and the parents have to deal with



         15        it, that are nonparticipating parents.



         16   A.   Have we established that there is an impact on



         17        the child?



         18   Q.   We don't know that.  What happens if they put



         19        these up and there is an impact?  Are they going



         20        to have to take them down?



         21   A.   I'd love to know how you're going to



         22        document --



         23             MR. WELBERS:  I don't think Dr. Wahls is



         24        capable of answering that question.









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               97





          1   A.   Again, back to the theoretical stuff.



          2   Q.   (By Ms. Stetson:)  There's familiar sounds.



          3        Children are -- when they are born, there's



          4        familiar sounds.  They don't particularly pick



          5        those sounds up as much as the sounds that come



          6        different.



          7   A.   That's correct.  Kids go into an educational



          8        setting, whether it's a traditional school, an



          9        alternative school, and there's different



         10        sounds.  There's kids that make noise.



         11             Most kids -- there are kids with autism



         12        that may never go to anything other than a home



         13        school.  I have kids that have been homeschooled



         14        in my family, some I have called my own kids at



         15        one time or another.  So we, as parents, make



         16        adjustments when necessary.



         17             I don't have any control over what they do



         18        at the end of my neighborhood if they punch that



         19        road through.  I mean, I'm stuck with it.  And



         20        when my autistic grandson comes by, guess what?



         21        He's stuck with it too.



         22   Q.   The nonparticipating landowner is stuck with



         23        it.  I'd like to push that.  Because they should



         24        have been told before the contract was even
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          1        signed.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  That's not a question.



          3             Mr. Soldati, and then we'll get back to



          4        Rebecca.



          5             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



          6                        EXAMINATION



          7   BY MR. SOLDATI:



          8   Q.   I found a site within, like, two seconds.  Can



          9        I share that?



         10   A.   Good.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Just a second.  What it is



         12        you intend to do?  Do you have a question for



         13        Dr. Wahls?  If you have got something you want



         14        to come up and testify to, again, we'll get to



         15        that.



         16             MR. SOLDATI:  Okay.  My bad.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  If you have got a question



         18        for Dr. Wahls, then ask that question of him.



         19             MR. SOLDATI:  Can I ask his opinion of the



         20        study?



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Introduce it as best you



         22        can, I guess.



         23   Q.   (By Mr. Soldati:)  So this is in 2017, not '97.



         24        Cindy Sage and Ernesto Burgio, and I can only
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          1        read the abstract so far, but it says:  Symptoms



          2        of retarded memory, learning, cognition,



          3        attention, and behavioral problems have been



          4        reported in numerous studies and are similarly



          5        manifested in autism and attention deficit



          6        hyperactivity disorders, as a result of EMF and



          7        RFR exposures where both epigenetic drivers and



          8        genetic (DNA) damage are likely contributors.



          9   A.   So we need to see that full article, not just



         10        the abstract, and we also need to see the



         11        references for that.



         12   Q.   Okay.



         13   A.   And we need to know who did the study.



         14             I am rather skeptical about a lot of stuff



         15        we do in healthcare.  I think we need to do our



         16        best to probe.  I'm delighted to have you



         17        looking things up.  It's just that I think we



         18        need to go a little further than just the



         19        abstract.



         20   Q.   And this is a published research article on



         21        child development.



         22   A.   Okay.



         23   Q.   And you're saying that it's not reliable?



         24   A.   I didn't say that.
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          1   Q.   Okay.  I'm just sharing what I have sound thus



          2        far.



          3   A.   Okay.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Just to clarify.  Dr. Wahls,



          5        you're saying you're not familiar with the



          6        study, and therefore you can't comment on it?



          7             DR. WAHLS:  That is an acceptable



          8        response, yes.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  I don't mean to



         10        testify for you, but I think that's what you



         11        were trying to say.



         12             DR. WAHLS:  Thank you.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.



         14             MS. DEBNAR:  Rebecca Debnar.



         15                        EXAMINATION



         16   BY MS. DEBNAR:



         17   Q.   So you said previously, when responding to



         18        Connie's statement, that we can't conclusively



         19        prove that there will be an impact on this



         20        child.



         21             Have we conclusively proved there will not



         22        be?



         23   A.   Do you think we can -- can we prove anything?



         24        So then I guess we have to say that we have to
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          1        put life on hold.



          2   Q.   But is life going to be on hold for him while



          3        we're waiting to figure it out?



          4   A.   Is life going -- it's going to be on hold for



          5        you.



          6             You know, again, I'm thinking we are



          7        spending a lot of time on a very important



          8        individual.  I think that individual may be kind



          9        of a flash point for discussion.  I don't know



         10        that we have -- once we overlay the testimony



         11        that we have heard, that we can get -- no, you



         12        can't absolutely prove a negative, but you can



         13        do the best you can to document sound, in this



         14        case electromagnetic fields, if you choose, and



         15        the lack of current evidence of negative



         16        outcomes.



         17             That doesn't mean that our friend in the



         18        back here isn't going to come up in the next ten



         19        minutes.  But we have to look at all of it.  I



         20        would like to say I know all the literature.  I



         21        don't.  I love to learn, which is probably why



         22        I'm still doing what I'm doing.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  Lori.



         24             MS. FRY:  Lori Fry.
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          1                        EXAMINATION



          2   BY MS. FRY:



          3   Q.   You said that you have a 5-year-old grandson



          4        with autism?



          5   A.   Affirmative, yes.



          6   Q.   Okay.  So let's put yourself in these parents'



          7        shoes.  They live in the country.  Quiet.



          8   A.   Yeah.



          9   Q.   Not busy road.  And this comes in.



         10   A.   Uh-huh.



         11   Q.   And could potentially affect him and his life.



         12   A.   Okay.  My grandson --



         13   Q.   Do you think that's fair?



         14   A.   You know, I'm not sure if you're asking if that



         15        was my grandson --



         16   Q.   Well, put yourself in their shoes.  If this was



         17        your grandson --



         18   A.   Yes.  I would love --



         19   Q.   -- and your children live there --



         20   A.   I would love for my grandson to be able to live



         21        next to -- out in a rural area --



         22   Q.   Out in the country, absolutely.  It's amazing.



         23   A.   -- near, right next to a solar farm, if that



         24        was going to give him the opportunity to be
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          1        outside.  He loves being outside.  He loves



          2        running.  In fact, nobody can catch the kid.



          3        But, you know, that would be a wonderful place



          4        to be for him, if he could.



          5             I have absolutely no fear or worry that



          6        being around a solar project is going to



          7        negatively impact his autism, nor his general



          8        health.  So that's my opinion, as a grandfather,



          9        and with a little bit of physician background in



         10        there too.



         11   Q.   I was just going to say, but with your



         12        physician background in there, I mean, you know



         13        that no patient is ever the same.



         14   A.   That is absolutely true.



         15   Q.   No patient, ever?



         16   A.   And we have to make decisions as a society.



         17        How do we do this?  What do we want to do?  How



         18        do we want to get our power?  What do we want in



         19        our backyard?  You know, what's the liability on



         20        a swing set we just put in from Lowe's or



         21        something?  Those are all unknowns.



         22   Q.   That can be tore down in, like, a second.



         23   A.   Yeah.



         24             MR. WELBERS:  Nanette.
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          1             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.



          2                        EXAMINATION



          3   BY MS. GILLAN:



          4   Q.   So you weren't here when a previous person from



          5        the solar company testified that people can save



          6        $13 a month if they subscribe.  So $13 a month



          7        is worth risking your grandson's health?  When



          8        you don't know, because it's unknown -- as you



          9        have said already, we haven't proven either



         10        way -- it's unknown what effects it could have.



         11        $13 a month is worth that?



         12   A.   First of all, I get the same mailings from my



         13        local company as you get yours.



         14   Q.   Oh, I don't get them because I throw them away.



         15   A.   Well, they come through and they go into our



         16        recycling bucket.  Okay.



         17             But yes, in that setting -- first of all,



         18        I don't care about the $13.  I have somebody



         19        telling me what a nice roof I have every two,



         20        three months.  They want to sell me a project.



         21        I live in a neighborhood where two-thirds of the



         22        places have solar installations on top.  That's



         23        great.  I'm not quite ready for it, but I may



         24        decide the dollars are worth it to me in the
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          1        future.



          2             You know, these are decisions we have to



          3        make along the way.  I'm not worried about my



          4        potential health impacts from EMF or impacts



          5        from a solar array.  You know, we have them in



          6        our community, several, big ones, in fact, twice



          7        the size of this, actually four times the size.



          8        I don't live next to it, but I live on a little



          9        lot in a subdivision.



         10             If I had a bigger property, I would love



         11        to do something like this.  I don't think I am



         12        ever going to get to that point.  And I would



         13        have my grandson come too.  And that's not



         14        neglect or abuse to my grandson.



         15   Q.   I'm glad you're willing to take that risk,



         16        because I know my husband, as a grandpa,



         17        wouldn't have been.



         18             And I know I just testified.  Sorry.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Are there any other



         20        questions for Dr. Wahls?



         21                      (No verbal response.)



         22             MR. WELBERS:  Does our Board have



         23        questions for Dr. Wahls?



         24                      (No verbal response.)
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Would you like to clarify



          2        anything for your client, for your witness?



          3             MR. PLUTA:  Does the Zoning Administrator



          4        have any questions?



          5             MS. DONARSKI:  I don't have any questions.



          6             MR. PLUTA:  Okay.  Thank you.  Just a few.



          7                        EXAMINATION



          8   BY MR. PLUTA:



          9   Q.   All right.  I want to talk about sound.  You



         10        testified earlier, you mentioned that there are



         11        more similarities between people with autism's



         12        human ear and people without autism's human ear



         13        in terms of how they function; is that correct?



         14   A.   I believe that's the case.  I have never seen



         15        anything referring to anatomical differences in



         16        the hearing apparatus, the ear, in somebody with



         17        autism.



         18   Q.   Okay.  And the follow-along question to that



         19        is, so you're saying there's not a difference



         20        physically in the receptors that children with



         21        autism have versus children without autism?



         22   A.   That would be my understanding.



         23   Q.   Okay.



         24   A.   That does not mean they wouldn't be processed
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          1        somewhat differently.



          2   Q.   Sure.  And we'll get to that.



          3             So that -- so when we're referring to the



          4        category of noise that a human can process,



          5        there's a threshold that can vary a little bit,



          6        but there's a threshold to which a human ear can



          7        pick it up, and if it's below that, the human



          8        ear can't pick it up, correct?



          9   A.   That's my understanding.



         10   Q.   And nothing physiologically about a child with



         11        autism will give them special, unique hearing



         12        abilities below the range that a human ear can



         13        pick up?



         14   A.   I don't believe so.



         15   Q.   Okay.  And you're aware that there was a sound



         16        study done that showed that noise levels beyond



         17        the property boundaries would been inaudible to



         18        the human ear?



         19   A.   I'm aware of that, that reference.



         20   Q.   So let's move to sensitivity to audible sounds.



         21        You have testified that children with autism can



         22        have hypersensitivities to sound; is that



         23        correct?



         24   A.   That is correct.
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          1   Q.   Okay.  And I believe that you testified that



          2        there are -- it's not just the sound itself, but



          3        it's the characteristics of sounds that are more



          4        likely to cause disturbances to a child with



          5        autism.



          6             Could you elaborate a bit on what sorts of



          7        sounds create that discomfort?



          8   A.   So my observations are that it's mostly sudden



          9        changes.  It's not change where there's nothing



         10        there and then there's something there.



         11             So case in point, okay, if we take and



         12        were to put a solar installation X number of



         13        feet away, there would be some adjustment if



         14        that sound was audible to the child.  In most



         15        cases that becomes just like the sounds that a



         16        kid that's newborn or early in life gets



         17        adjusted to, whether it be a refrigerator, a



         18        cell phone ringing or whatever it is.



         19             So those changes, if you were to go up and



         20        down, sudden blasts of sound, screaming,



         21        yelling, I have seen kids spin with that one,



         22        you know, especially emotional types of things.



         23             So I would not anticipate -- maybe there's



         24        a -- if a kid could hear this, which we have not
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          1        established yet, I would anticipate there might



          2        be a slight change, a transition, getting used



          3        to it.  I think within a month it's not likely



          4        to affect things at all.



          5   Q.   Okay.  So, and there were a few examples of



          6        sound that people in the audience asked about.



          7        So I'm going to name a couple of them and you



          8        can kind of help explain why they might be



          9        different reactions.



         10             So I think people mentioned constant



         11        sounds that a child would, you know, become



         12        accustomed to in the house, I'm thinking



         13        refrigerator, air conditioning, heating, and



         14        then I believe someone mentioned the sound of,



         15        you know, if a child is trying to sleep, you



         16        know, if there's a rustle in the sheet, that may



         17        upset them.



         18             Could you kind of compare and contrast



         19        what's different about those sounds and why a



         20        child may react that way?



         21   A.   Well, every kid may be responding to something



         22        different.  I mean, I think that the -- you



         23        know, again, without knowing the child and



         24        verbal characteristics, the communication
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          1        skills.  And frankly, we, as parents, sometimes



          2        try to overcompensate for our kids.  I don't



          3        know that that's happened anywhere here.



          4             But so what happens is, we can protect our



          5        kids from the world, whether it's the crinkling



          6        of the sheets or loud noises, sonic booms, you



          7        name it.  We can do our best.  I think we're



          8        probably ineffective with most of that, having



          9        been a parent of three kids and watching them



         10        raise their kids now.



         11             But most of us, and I believe most people



         12        with autism, over time will become comfortable



         13        with a set sound.  I do not think that they're



         14        necessarily going to be comfortable with sudden



         15        change, and that's probably more characteristic



         16        of autism anyway.



         17   Q.   Okay.  So if I understood that, especially at



         18        the end, a constant, repetitive noise that's low



         19        might be something that a child with autism



         20        could get used to; whereas, a sudden noise, a



         21        crinkle of the sheet when they're trying to



         22        sleep, car driving by on the highway, that may



         23        be something that is more likely to cause a



         24        discomfort?
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          1   A.   I would think so.



          2   Q.   When we're talking about solar panels, is it



          3        your understanding that if it is audible -- and



          4        I know that we don't want to caveat that it is,



          5        because it sounds like it's not -- it would be



          6        -- the characteristic would be a low noise that



          7        would be there through the course of the day,



          8        correct?



          9   A.   As I understand the physics of it, the sun is



         10        shining, it would be generating electricity in



         11        proportion to the solar energy hitting the



         12        panels.



         13   Q.   And is your --



         14   A.   That's not going to be a sudden change.  It can



         15        come and go, I suppose, with the clouds going



         16        by.  But by and large, daytime is going to be



         17        one level and nighttime is another level.



         18   Q.   And nighttime there's no noise, correct?



         19   A.   (Nods head.)



         20   Q.   So if a child is trying to sleep, the solar



         21        farm isn't going to make noise?



         22   A.   That's my understanding.



         23   Q.   Okay.  Let's talk about research.  I know that



         24        there was some questions about, you know, the
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          1        studies that you found, but I just want to



          2        clarify.



          3             When you said that you spent time



          4        preparing to be here today, you actively looked



          5        for peer-reviewed research that was reliable,



          6        regardless of the direction that it went?



          7   A.   I did.



          8   Q.   Okay.



          9   A.   And mostly I was searching with basically an



         10        algorithm of solar farms, solar arrays, autism



         11        spectrum or health consequences.



         12   Q.   Sure.



         13             And is it fair to say that when you're



         14        looking on the internet for medical advice,



         15        medical research, that not all of that research



         16        is created equal?



         17   A.   That's true.  I typically will start with the



         18        NIH as a source, because they are a pretty good



         19        resource for searching published information.



         20   Q.   Okay.  And so just because there is an internet



         21        article that says some medical concern or



         22        conclusion, that's not necessarily proved



         23        positive, that that study is correct?



         24   A.   No.
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          1   Q.   And the fact that a study is old, does that



          2        necessarily make it wrong?



          3   A.   No.



          4   Q.   Okay.  And even among peer-reviewed journal



          5        articles, if there are any, are all peer-



          6        reviewed journal articles on the same level in



          7        terms of their intellectual and academic rigor?



          8   A.   They are not, and let me explain why.  Because



          9        some journals charge you to publish, some pay



         10        you to publish, some seem to do a better job of



         11        kind of going with people who have a given vent



         12        or an agenda, and there are a lot of medical



         13        journals that really focus on one of those types



         14        of agendas too.  I don't need to go into



         15        examples, but I think it is interesting.



         16             They are not all created equal.



         17        Publication is an interesting, you know,



         18        craziness with academia, which I'm thankful it's



         19        there but I didn't love doing it.  But bottom



         20        line, yes, there's a lot of variety, and I think



         21        you have to put it all in the context of what



         22        you know.



         23   Q.   Sure.



         24   A.   What you know and your experience from your
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          1        personal practice.



          2   Q.   And so is it fair to say that in your expert



          3        opinion as a medical physician that you have



          4        authority to look at peer-reviewed journal



          5        articles, look at non-peer-reviewed journal



          6        articles, look at journal articles, and give



          7        them the weight that they deserve in terms of



          8        how you view this issue?



          9   A.   I don't like the word "authority," but I do --



         10        I have to look at everything I see and process



         11        it based on the filter that I have --



         12   Q.   Okay.



         13   A.   -- based on the people I have worked with over



         14        the decades and what I have read even the



         15        previous day.



         16   Q.   Okay.  There were a couple questions that came



         17        up and I wanted to make sure that we can clarify



         18        what you meant.



         19             You mentioned that a child with autism can



         20        have their conditions improved.  And I know



         21        every child is different, but I believe you made



         22        a statement that a child can improve with



         23        social, family, healthcare investments in time



         24        and money; is that correct?
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          1   A.   Correct.



          2   Q.   But to clarify, did you mean that as sort of a



          3        general statement about how children with autism



          4        progress throughout their lives?



          5   A.   I meant that in general, yes, and I think



          6        that's realistic because none of us,



          7        fortunately, behave now like we did when we were



          8        13.



          9   Q.   Okay.



         10   A.   And kids with autism also progress through



         11        different stages.  They have to adjust to the



         12        environment around them, and so whether that's



         13        other kids, hopefully not, but bullying or, I



         14        mean, controlling emotions.



         15             Most of us who have been around kids with



         16        autism have seen this and, you know, it can be



         17        kind of alarming.  How do we deal with it?



         18        Especially as parents, you know, it is not easy,



         19        it is not fun.  So it's reasonable to do



         20        everything we can say, you know, to say, What



         21        are we missing?  Is there something we can



         22        change?  How do we help this kid, autism or not,



         23        progress to their next stage in life?



         24             And that applies with or without autism.
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          1        And most kids learn to cope with a lot of things



          2        in life, even though they have a diagnosis of



          3        autism spectrum disorder.



          4   Q.   Okay.  And I think there was an inference that



          5        was drawn from that from some of the questions



          6        that got asked that what you meant was that if a



          7        solar installation is installed that a family



          8        will need to incur development -- healthcare



          9        expenses in order for the child to overcome that



         10        installation.



         11             But if I heard your testimony correctly,



         12        you are not saying that that was a reaction to a



         13        solar farm, you were just talking about general



         14        childcare?



         15   A.   In general, that's correct.  I, frankly,



         16        believe that the efforts required to help a kid



         17        grow, with or without autism, is not going to be



         18        impacted by the presence of a solar array a



         19        hundred feet away or 500 feet away.



         20   Q.   Last question.  What are the potential



         21        positives to living next to a solar farm for a



         22        kid with autism?



         23   A.   You know, I don't know that I can say a lot of



         24        negatives and I'm not sure I can say a lot of
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          1        positives, but I haven't looked at them.



          2             Some kids love to watch things move, you



          3        know, adjust to the sun.  You know, one thing



          4        that's interesting about ADHD and autism is,



          5        kids learn differently, ways that I can't



          6        conceive, but they learn from things.  They look



          7        out the window, they're busy, you know,



          8        teenagers that are on their phone or whatever,



          9        but they learn from different things.



         10             And I could see some kids say, Whoa, I



         11        love this.  You know, this is a series of row



         12        upon row upon row of kind of a glassy thing, and



         13        they could get infatuated with that too.  So I



         14        mean, every kid is different.  Some wouldn't



         15        notice it.  Some would love it.  Some would not.



         16             MR. PLUTA:  Okay.  Thank you.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, Connie.



         18                        EXAMINATION



         19   BY MS. STETSON:



         20   Q.   You had --



         21             MS. STETSON:  Connie Stetson.  I'm sorry.



         22   Q.   (By Ms. Stetson:)  You had said that a child



         23        should get over this in a month.  Is that your



         24        opinion or is that a study?
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          1   A.   That's my opinion.  I'm talking --



          2   Q.   But you don't have a study to back it up?



          3   A.   I don't have a study, but I have observational



          4        data from my experience.



          5   Q.   But that's just an opinion?



          6   A.   I think that we find that in most situations



          7        most of us get used to something new in our



          8        environment over that span of time.  I can't



          9        speak to the child we're talking about



         10        specifically.



         11   Q.   You don't have a study to back that up?



         12   A.   No, I don't have a study to back that up.  I



         13        have a lot of people I have studied, but I don't



         14        have a published study.



         15             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         16                        EXAMINATION



         17   BY MS. SUTTON:



         18   Q.   Just a point of clarification.  In talking with



         19        your legal counsel here, my understanding is



         20        that the line inverters may hum at night; is



         21        that correct?  Because you were talking about



         22        during the day.



         23   A.   That's --



         24   Q.   The panels flipping during the day, follow the
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          1        sun, and my understanding is the inverters are



          2        not; is that correct?



          3   A.   The inverters should be -- I'm going to have



          4        the smart people here address that one.



          5             The inverters are necessary to take DC



          6        current and convert it to AC current, like that



          7        runs our lights and everything else in our



          8        public dissemination system.



          9             So when there's not sun shining, when the



         10        panels aren't doing what they're designed to,



         11        they're just sitting there, then there should be



         12        no sound as a result of the creation of



         13        electricity because there should be no



         14        electricity.



         15   Q.   Is that not the opposite of what happens here;



         16        that the solar arrays are silent during the day,



         17        for children who have difficulties with



         18        transition, and they move during the day, but at



         19        night the inverters upload to the grid?  Is that



         20        not correct?  I'm just wanting clarification.



         21   A.   I'm going to allow -- I'm going to have to



         22        defer to the people who build the projects.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  Dr. Wahls, you don't have to



         24        testify to what you're not --
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          1   A.   I'm saying I'm deferring that one.  Thank you.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Dr. Wahls, I think you can



          3        sit down now.  Thank you.



          4             DR. WAHLS:  Thank you.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Your third witness, please.



          6             MR. PLUTA:  We have a third witness.  If I



          7        could give a brief introduction.



          8             MR. WELBERS:  Please do.



          9             MR. PLUTA:  All right.  Our third witness



         10        is Jeffrey Szabo.  Mr. Szabo is a civil engineer



         11        with Partner Engineering and Science, and is an



         12        expert in electromagnetic fields, or EMFs, and



         13        can speak to the level of EMFs produced by solar



         14        facilities and why those levels do not pose a



         15        threat to the health and safety of the



         16        community.



         17             He can also answer questions on heat



         18        islands, if required.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  The court reporter will put



         20        you under oath.



         21                      JEFFREY SZABO,



         22        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         23             MS. NEMETH:  Can you please state your



         24        name and address for the record.
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          1             MR. SZABO:  My name is Jeffrey Szabo,



          2        spelled S-Z-A-B-O.  I live at 1041 Canal Road,



          3        Princeton, New Jersey.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, sir.



          5             MR. SZABO:  So I believe there were two



          6        topics that were raised during earlier testimony



          7        and earlier comments from the public --



          8             AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Speak up, please.



          9             AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That doesn't work.



         10             MR. SZABO:  This doesn't work?



         11             MS. DONARSKI:  No.



         12             MR. SZABO:  I'll practice my projection



         13        then.  Thank you.



         14             So I believe there are two topics of



         15        concern this evening with regard to



         16        electromagnetic fields and heat island effect.



         17        I think these are the two items that were



         18        brought up by previous comments from the public.



         19             And so let me start with the heat island



         20        effect first, because I think that is pretty



         21        much straightforward.  Heat island effect, as



         22        you all know, is when a mass absorbs the sun's



         23        rays during the day and then after the sun sets



         24        that mass emits, radiates, reemits heat that was
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          1        collected from the sun.



          2             And this is really dependent on the mass.



          3        So for instance, you know, buildings, buildings



          4        will retain heat and then release heat at night.



          5        Pavement will -- asphalt pavement will absorb



          6        the heat during the day, release it at night.



          7             The difference between that scenario is



          8        that the -- comparing this now to a



          9        ground-mounted solar array, a single-axis



         10        tracker, one similar to the application that is



         11        being considered tonight, and those don't



         12        maintain -- those don't have the mass to absorb



         13        the heat.  Granted, they have a black -- a black



         14        plane that absorbs the sun's irradiance and



         15        converts that to DC electricity.  But, in fact,



         16        that's a fairly efficient process, and it's



         17        getting better and better all the time.



         18             What would maintain or what would absorb



         19        the heat and radiate it back out after the sun



         20        sets would be the glass.  The glass itself,



         21        though, is not very thick.  I would wager to say



         22        that it's probably a quarter of an inch thick



         23        maybe, and that varies depending on



         24        manufacturer.
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          1             But that is really the only available mass



          2        to absorb the heat.  Yes, there are metal



          3        components, the frame, et cetera, which likewise



          4        would absorb that heat, but those are the only



          5        components that have any substance.



          6             And by comparison to what the U.S. EPA



          7        states as the heat island effect, that has to do



          8        with buildings, parking lots and large groupings



          9        of such objects which would pull the heat and



         10        then emit at night.  This is not the case with



         11        solar arrays/solar panels.



         12             There was a gentleman from the University



         13        of Illinois, a professor, last week that made



         14        mention of this.  He did a bunch of studies.



         15        But what I'm telling you is based on my years of



         16        experience.  I have six years in designing solar



         17        arrays, ground-mounted solar arrays.



         18             But in my six years in designing these



         19        systems specifically, the arrays, as they



         20        rotate, as the modules rotate, do shield and



         21        shade the ground.  What that does is, it has an



         22        effect of actually reducing the absorbed heat at



         23        ground level, which is, again, a mass, like a



         24        parking lot or a building.  Granted, it probably
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          1        in this case has vegetation, some greenery.  But



          2        those panels, as they rotate throughout the day,



          3        they face the sun.  So therefore, they are



          4        shading what's behind them or what's beneath



          5        them from the sun.



          6             So there is really no -- I would say



          7        there's really no notable impact.  Yes, the



          8        glass gets hot.  The glass gets hot to about



          9        120 degrees Fahrenheit, measured 5 feet above



         10        the glass.  And that said area, as you move



         11        farther away, you have impacts of wind basically



         12        reemitting this heat into the atmosphere.



         13             You have got -- sort of what they say is



         14        that the solution to pollution is dilution.  In



         15        this case what you have is a situation where you



         16        have these relatively low-mass objects emitting



         17        heat during the day, but those tend to dissipate



         18        very quickly as you move away.



         19             I would liken this to perhaps what you



         20        might see if you had a festival and you had a



         21        grass field and that grass field is now parked



         22        with vehicles.  Your windshield would get hot,



         23        obviously.  And so, yes, if you were to touch



         24        it, it might be hot to the touch.  But over the
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          1        course of the day, as the sun starts to set that



          2        windshield will then go back to an ambient



          3        temperature within a period of probably an hour,



          4        I would say.



          5             If there's heat trapped in the car and



          6        it's not ventilated, then obviously that might



          7        take a little bit longer.  But that's not the



          8        case with these trackers.  They have air flowing



          9        all around them.  They help shade the ground



         10        beneath them, thus not warming up the ground as



         11        much as would otherwise happen if it was



         12        exposed.



         13             And I think that the notion of a heat



         14        island effect is perhaps overstated in this



         15        instance.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  That's all you have to say



         17        right now?



         18             MR. SZABO:  That's all I have to say.



         19             MR. PLUTA:  You can move on to the EMF



         20        topic.



         21             MR. SZABO:  Okay.  EMF is a phenomenon



         22        that happens when electricity moves.  So when



         23        electricity moves, especially in an AC



         24        environment, it oscillates, versus what happens
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          1        in a DC current, where it's a direct current.



          2             So the sun irradiates the panel.  The



          3        interface then converts the photons.  It creates



          4        a current.  That is a direct current, as they



          5        call it.  Direct current then feeds into an



          6        inverter, whose purpose is to take the direct



          7        current and convert that to an oscillating



          8        current.



          9             The EMF, electromagnetic field, that's



         10        created is based on the oscillation of the



         11        electricity as it goes from the inverter,



         12        perhaps to a transformer, and then back into or



         13        interconnected into the nearby electrical



         14        system.



         15             These oscillations everybody -- well, most



         16        people would understand, it's the same



         17        oscillations in your house.  It's 50 to



         18        60 hertz, right?  So the electricity that's



         19        produced by these solar arrays is the same



         20        electricity that you would otherwise use in your



         21        homes.  It's the same type of wire, similar



         22        wire.  Connections are made by, obviously,



         23        connecting the metal pieces, the aluminum or the



         24        copper wires, and then transmitting that
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          1        oscillating frequency through the wires.  Those



          2        wires are insulated, just like the wires in your



          3        home are insulated.



          4             You will experience electromagnetic waves



          5        in a number of circumstances; namely, all the



          6        appliances that we use, the lighting that we



          7        use, the microwaves that we use, the blow dryers



          8        that maybe some of us use.  I don't, but maybe



          9        some of us do.



         10             They all produce an electromagnetic force



         11        or field.  This field is measured in milligals.



         12        So there is an organization, an International



         13        Commission of Nonionizing Radiation Protection,



         14        to which the U.S. subscribes, and they have set



         15        a threshold level of this electromagnetic force



         16        at 2,000 milligals.  So I'd like to use that as



         17        a benchmark.



         18             Again, I'm not saying that anything less



         19        than that is perhaps not in some way impactful.



         20        But obviously they -- and they are much more



         21        learned than I am about matters of health and



         22        human exposure to these types of electromagnetic



         23        frequencies and waves.



         24             However, they have set that threshold,
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          1        2,000 milligals.  By comparison now, I would



          2        like to say that that hair dryer, at 6 inches



          3        from your head, produces 600 milligals.  That



          4        microwave, at 6 inches away, produces



          5        300 milligals.  And by the way, when you move



          6        away, just 2 feet away from that microwave, it



          7        goes from 300 down to between 1 and 30.



          8             And these numbers are published by the



          9        U.S. EPA.  So you're welcome to fact-check what



         10        I'm saying here.



         11             But in general, the notion is, the closer



         12        you are to the source, obviously the more



         13        impactful it is; and then as you move away from



         14        that source, the less impactful it is.



         15             My point, in my experience with these



         16        systems and with designing these systems and



         17        with reading manufacturer's literature is, that



         18        these electromagnetic fields diminish



         19        substantially within a short distance.



         20             So as a point of reference, the -- and I'm



         21        basing this now on my impression and designing



         22        systems for several utility companies in the



         23        U.S.  And these utility companies typically



         24        target 0.5 milligals at the property boundary,
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          1        the property interface between the solar array



          2        and, again, perhaps the property next to us.  In



          3        this situation, the industry usually accepts



          4        0.5 milligals.



          5             What we have calculated based upon



          6        calculations for this facility, assuming that



          7        the transformers and the line inverters, the



          8        string inverters, will be placed toward the



          9        point of interconnection, which is actually the



         10        road further west, and that interconnection



         11        happens through those overhead wires.



         12             Based on our calculation for that



         13        measurement -- again, it's not an empirical



         14        measurement.  That measurement is somewhere



         15        around one and a half times ten to the minus



         16        nine milligals.  And that, again, is based upon



         17        a 50-foot offset from the fence.  So the array



         18        sits further inside.  And then the units that



         19        would otherwise create the most electromagnetic



         20        field are located several hundred feet further



         21        away.



         22             So again, if I am looking at the property



         23        next to us -- and I was asked to look at the



         24        property next to us -- I believe the residence
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          1        sits somewhere a few hundred feet away, and that



          2        was really not my concern.  My concern was, what



          3        is the impact at the property line?  So if the



          4        standard is 0.5 milligals, which is a generally-



          5        accepted utility standard, and we are now



          6        calculating a number at something much far less



          7        than that -- again, assuming that we have got



          8        equipment, the major so-called generators of



          9        this EMF, is further away from the property



         10        line -- I don't see that there is a tangible



         11        impact on the adjacent property.



         12             You, again, get all sorts of



         13        electromagnetic fields developed by any one of



         14        multiple things.  By the way, the phone in your



         15        pocket, the one that you place up to your ear,



         16        right next to your head, generates a higher



         17        frequency and obviously gives you a greater



         18        exposure than something that runs at a



         19        60-times-a-second frequency, which is the



         20        electricity we have all had in our homes our



         21        entire lives and have grown up with.



         22             So my point here is that the impact of



         23        electromagnetic fields as generated from the



         24        wiring, which is insulated, generating from









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               131





          1        the -- generated from the inverters, which are



          2        yet further away from the property than even the



          3        modules are, and the transformers are far away



          4        from any tangible or measurable impact on



          5        adjacent neighbors.



          6                        EXAMINATION



          7   BY MR. PLUTA:



          8   Q.   I don't think that you talked about your



          9        professional and educational credentials.  Could



         10        you just enter those?



         11   A.   Yeah, sure, I would like to do that.



         12             I am a graduate of civil engineering, with



         13        a Bachelor's of Science in Civil Engineering



         14        from Rutgers University, 1987.  I work for the



         15        firm of Partner Engineering and Science,



         16        headquartered in Torrance, California, with a



         17        regional office, out of which I work, in



         18        Eatontown, New Jersey.



         19             And I am a licensed engineer in eight



         20        states, none of which actually is Illinois, so I



         21        want to make that clear.  But civil engineering



         22        experience is pretty much universal, in terms of



         23        how it's applied.  It's usually based upon the



         24        local jurisdiction.  I am licensed in eight
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          1        states:  Florida, Massachusetts, Maine, North



          2        Carolina, New Jersey, New York, Oregon and



          3        Texas.  I can repeat that if you want me to.



          4             So that is -- and I have been working with



          5        civil engineering, designing systems, initially



          6        residential construction during the late '80s



          7        when there was a boom.  After that, I designed



          8        water and wastewater facilities, water



          9        transmission mains, and then back to



         10        residential, commercial and institutional,



         11        schools, universities, medical offices, that



         12        type of thing, until about six years ago, when I



         13        transitioned over to a number of projects that



         14        we undertook larger utility-scale projects.



         15             The first one was 38 megawatts.  The



         16        second was over a hundred megawatts.  And I have



         17        been doing all in between, in terms of sizes,



         18        from 500 kilowatts, on a very small system, to



         19        supporting water utilities, to most recently, in



         20        Puerto Rico, we are looking at three projects



         21        totalling about 168 megawatts.



         22             So I deal with this type of design and



         23        this type of equipment and all the civil



         24        engineering aspects of it, as well as some of
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          1        the electrical engineering aspects of it, to



          2        make sure that those disciplines are meshed



          3        together and they talk to one another.  Because



          4        quite often you'll see projects that don't



          5        integrate both sides of that engineering.



          6   Q.   Last question, because I think it's going to be



          7        asked.  So in your experience in the projects



          8        that you have worked on, are any of those



          9        projects near health facilities, schools,



         10        residential communities?



         11   A.   They are, yes.  They are near residential



         12        communities.  I can't say specifically if they



         13        are near schools.  I mean, I know I have seen



         14        schools around me that have fixed-tilt



         15        facilities, but not that I have designed, no.



         16             MR. PLUTA:  Okay.  Thank you.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Questions, Kris?



         18                        EXAMINATION



         19   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         20   Q.   First of all, could you spell your first name.



         21   A.   Yeah, it's Jeffrey, J-E-F-F-R-E-Y.



         22   Q.   Thank you.



         23             Okay.  And then what was the name again of



         24        the company that you work with?
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          1   A.   Partner, P-A-R-T-N-E-R, Engineering and



          2        Science, Incorporated.



          3   Q.   Okay.  And so have you -- do you have



          4        experience in doing -- designing systems like



          5        are being proposed for Cherry Solar 1?



          6   A.   Yes, I would consider this a community solar



          7        facility in terms of size, but yes.



          8   Q.   Okay.  And then are there -- are -- if they use



          9        string inverters or they use the other kind of



         10        inverters, is there a difference in the amount



         11        of the EMFs that are given off?



         12   A.   Well, in general they don't give off a lot.



         13        But yes, the answer -- the short answer is yes,



         14        they differ, but they don't differ -- based on



         15        size, they don't differ dramatically, one from



         16        another.  So it might go up from 125 to a 250,



         17        or a 750 or thousand-kilowatt inverters, and



         18        they don't -- the levels of EMF recorded or



         19        reported don't change drastically, because they



         20        are all -- again, they are packaged, they are



         21        insulated.  There are other things that will



         22        mitigate any potential feel that's generated by



         23        the electricity's movement within the apparatus.



         24   Q.   So the size of the inverters that they are
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          1        proposing to do on Cherry Solar 1, would there



          2        be any EMFs that would -- I don't know the



          3        correct term -- radiate or come out beyond the



          4        fence line of the project?



          5   A.   No.



          6             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you.



          7             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Who has a question



          8        for this witness?



          9             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         10                        EXAMINATION



         11   BY MS. SUTTON:



         12   Q.   Can you explain what would be the advantage of



         13        line inverters over string -- the string



         14        inverters over the previous inverters that we



         15        were discussing?



         16   A.   The difference is that with the string



         17        inverters you can compartmentalize or segment



         18        various areas of an array; whereas, with a



         19        centralized inverter -- which is a point source



         20        of EMF, by the way, as is a line inverter --



         21        the -- pardon me.  I just lost my train of



         22        thought.



         23             The difference is that you can better



         24        organize and segment portions of your array
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          1        based upon an increased number of connection



          2        points for inverters; whereas, if you had a



          3        centralized inverter, you may have -- depending



          4        on the size of the site, you may have more than



          5        one centralized inverter, but they require that



          6        you route everything in through that inverter.



          7             So every panel that you see, no matter how



          8        close or how far, has to go into an inverter in



          9        order to create the AC, which is then fed back



         10        to the system.



         11             So there -- is there a benefit?  I would



         12        say there's a benefit in terms of being able to



         13        compartmentalize sections of your design or of



         14        your array, and it would also reduce certain



         15        wiring costs and -- because you could -- the way



         16        I would look at it is, if I could put in an



         17        inverter that gets fewer feeds into it, I could



         18        that much more quickly go from a DC, which is



         19        typically copper-type wiring, to an AC wire,



         20        which in many cases aluminum is an adequate use



         21        of cable to convey the electricity that's



         22        collected in the system to the interconnection



         23        with the utility.



         24             So it's really a matter of balancing costs
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          1        for the various materials.  String inverters may



          2        be an option for the smaller facilities and be



          3        more most-effective; whereas, centralized



          4        inverters would be more cost-effective for much



          5        larger arrays.  At least that's how we look at



          6        it in my company when we look to design systems.



          7        And usually there is direction provided by the



          8        utility company as to what they want to see.



          9             Obviously we're responsible for what's



         10        behind the point of interconnection.  And from



         11        the point of interconnection on, the utility is



         12        required to maintain that system.  But they



         13        oftentimes have some say in what we do in terms



         14        of our design and how we deliver the collected



         15        electricity to their systems.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Next question, anyone?



         17                      (No verbal response.)



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Does our Board have



         19        any questions?



         20                      (No verbal response.)



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Anything you would like to



         22        clarify?



         23             MR. PLUTA:  No.  I am all done.  Thank



         24        you.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Thank you, sir.



          2             MR. SZABO:  Thank you very much.  And



          3        Princeton, your sister city, says thank you.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Do you have some?



          5             MR. PLUTA:  I'm happy to give a closing.



          6        I don't know if you want me to wait until other



          7        people have a chance to speak?



          8             MR. WELBERS:  So as far as evidence to



          9        present, you are complete?



         10             MR. SNYDER:  For the time being.  We might



         11        be responsive to what we hear.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  You can always rebut what's



         13        said by someone else and that type of thing.



         14             I guess a closing argument would be at the



         15        close.



         16             MR. PLUTA:  Yeah, with the exception of



         17        rebuttal evidence, we're good for our case in



         18        chief.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  All right.



         20             What's that?



         21             MS. DONARSKI:  I think that Callie would



         22        like to take a quick break, if we could, before



         23        we start the next part.



         24             MR. WELBERS:  Would you like to do that?
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          1             COURT REPORTER:  Sure.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Then that's what we'll do.



          3        Just a few-minute, short break for our court



          4        reporter to rest her hands, and then we'll --



          5        let's start back at 8:30.  Then we can have our



          6        first witness, whoever that chooses to be.



          7                      (A recess was taken at 8:22 p.m.



          8                       and proceedings resumed at



          9                       8:30 p.m.)



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Does anyone have a



         11        particular order they would like to testify?



         12             Rebecca, you came the furthest.  Would you



         13        like to --



         14             MS. DEBNAR:  Sure.  Let's do this.



         15                      REBECCA DEBNAR,



         16        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         17             MS. NEMETH:  State your name and address



         18        for the record, please.



         19             MS. DEBNAR:  Rebecca Debnar.



         20             MS. NEMETH:  Spell your last name.



         21             MS. DEBNAR:  D-E-B-N-A-R.  14708



         22        Independence Drive, Plainfield, Illinois.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.



         24             MS. DEBNAR:  So just to start with a
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          1        little bit of my background, I am a registered



          2        nurse.  I have been a nurse for 17 years now.  I



          3        received my bachelor's degree from Bradley



          4        University, and my master's degree in nursing



          5        education from Benedictine University.



          6             I currently work as a clinical nurse



          7        educator for an emergency department in the Rush



          8        Health System.  I regularly do research to



          9        ensure best practices in my department.  So I'm



         10        very well-versed on peer-reviewed information,



         11        and that is why I was looking at some of the



         12        articles that were presented and noticed the age



         13        of them.



         14             And like I said earlier, in regard to the



         15        one from Goldberg from 2012 on the study of



         16        acoustic and EMF levels, I actually found an



         17        article -- and I have copies here, if anyone



         18        would like them -- that spoke to some of the



         19        sound from solar farms.  The last page is



         20        actually Page 9, it calls out:



         21                  In 2012 the Massachusetts Clean



         22             Energy Center sponsored a study of



         23             measured sound levels from installed solar



         24             equipment.  This study, based on the
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          1             arrays, concluded that any sound from the



          2             PV array and equipment was inaudible at



          3             setback distances of 50 and 150 feet from



          4             the boundary.  While that may be true at



          5             the time, modern solar projects can be 100



          6             times larger that the arrays monitored in



          7             2012.  Equipment is now larger and energy



          8             storage is added to the mix.



          9                  We recommend revisiting that study



         10             and updating measured sound levels of all



         11             facility components based on a monitoring



         12             campaign at modern solar facilities.



         13             So I guess we can't really take that into



         14        account when making that educated decision,



         15        because the majority of the information that



         16        Mrs. Wahls provided in regards to the actual



         17        sound produced by solar projects were outdated,



         18        the one we previously referenced from 1997 and



         19        then this one, which I just discredited.



         20             All of the other information that she



         21        provided was in regard to children with autism.



         22        It didn't actually speak to the sound from



         23        solar.



         24             Speaking of children with autism, the
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          1        article she provided, as I previously stated



          2        when talking with Dr. Wahls, states that there



          3        is a wide variation in type of severity of



          4        symptoms with autism.  Each neurodivergent



          5        individual is unique.



          6             And actually, the DSM-5, which he



          7        previously referenced, that came out in 2013.



          8        There is not a DSM-6.  It's due anytime between



          9        2023 and 2028.  So that is the current source



         10        of -- for diagnosis of children with autism.



         11             But if you look into that document, there



         12        were actually a lot of updates when it came out



         13        in 2013.  So even though it is 11 years old,



         14        that is the source of truth.  And there was a



         15        lot of learning opportunities about diagnosis



         16        and treatment of children with autism.



         17             So I can only assume that when the DSM-6



         18        comes out, there will be even more.  Because



         19        there's been documentation of the fact that



         20        Asperger's might not even be a diagnosis that is



         21        used anymore.  So we can see how healthcare is



         22        constantly evolving, and we are learning more



         23        and more about autism as we go.  So having older



         24        studies isn't necessarily the best source of
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          1        truth.



          2             One of the studies that she presented also



          3        talked about how atypical behavior responses to



          4        environmental sounds is among the most prevalent



          5        and disabling sensory features of autism, with



          6        more than 50 percent of individuals exhibiting



          7        impaired sound tolerance.  For a person



          8        experiencing sensory overload, everyday sounds



          9        can be unpleasant and overwhelming and may lead



         10        to poor emotional and social regulation.



         11             So that brings me to my next point, which



         12        like I said, I have been a nurse for 17 years.



         13        The majority of that time I have spent in



         14        critical care areas, including the emergency



         15        department.  So I have cared for numerous



         16        children and adults presenting with emotional



         17        disturbances and behavioral health crises.



         18             Okay.  So while I'm not an expert on



         19        autism, I do have great experience on patients



         20        presenting to the emergency department in



         21        behavioral health crises, including children



         22        with autism.



         23             And I have a study -- or an article,



         24        actually, released earlier this year from the
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          1        Emergency Nurses Association that talks about



          2        the guiding principles for sensory-informed care



          3        for children with autism, and how these people



          4        have unique sensory needs, and that patients and



          5        their families or caregivers are the best



          6        authority to provide staff with information on



          7        how to meet their unique sensory needs.



          8             Not only am I a nurse, I happen to be the



          9        aunt of the young man that is in question here.



         10        So I personally know his strengths and his



         11        weaknesses, and I am here as not only a



         12        concerned healthcare provider but a concerned



         13        family member for this young man.  And I don't



         14        feel that we should be putting somebody else's



         15        bottom line in front of the health and wellbeing



         16        of him.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Are you good for now?



         18             MS. DEBNAR:  Huh?



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Are you good?



         20             MS. DEBNAR:  I'm good.



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Just want to be sure.



         22             This is an exhibit for Kris?



         23             MS. DEBNAR:  Here.  I'm standing already,



         24        I'll do it.
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          1             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you very much.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Now, you realize that there



          3        will be some questions?



          4             MS. DEBNAR:  Absolutely.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  You're not scared.



          6             MS. DEBNAR:  Not at all.  I work in the



          7        emergency room; I'm not scared.



          8             MR. WELBERS:  Whenever you're ready, Kris,



          9        I'm sure your questions come next.



         10                        EXAMINATION



         11   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         12   Q.   You said that you have, like, behavioral health



         13        crisis experience with children with autism in



         14        your profession?



         15   A.   Yes.



         16   Q.   Okay.  And so do you know, of any of your



         17        experience, that would give us some idea of,



         18        like, sounds they came in -- because of sound or



         19        things that like that, that affected them, or is



         20        this more like they were in a trauma, in a



         21        crash?  What kind of things do you see for?



         22   A.   I would say it's a wide variety.  Typically



         23        when they present to the ER it's because they



         24        can't get those emotions controlled at home.
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          1             Like I said, families tend to be the most



          2        capable of calming a child down when they're in



          3        sensory overload.  They know the child.  They



          4        know their comforts.  Okay.  So they only



          5        present to the ER when they can't control them



          6        anymore, when they're acting out, when they're



          7        hitting, when they're doing things.



          8             So I can't say that I have specifically



          9        had ones related to sound, but I have cared for



         10        a number of autistic children that are in



         11        sensory overload.



         12             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Thank you much.



         13        That's all I have.



         14             MR. WELBERS:  Who would have other



         15        questions?



         16             Dr. Wahls?



         17             DR. WAHLS:  I have one.



         18                        EXAMINATION



         19   BY DR. WAHLS:



         20   Q.   Rebecca, you mentioned that the study, at least



         21        as I understood it, said that -- the article



         22        that you underlined there, studies were needed?



         23   A.   Yes.



         24   Q.   Have studies been done?
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          1   A.   Not that I saw.  The article is actually from



          2        Noise-Con 2020, where they were evaluating them.



          3        They were looking at some of them, but they



          4        talked about how some of the factors hadn't been



          5        totally considered yet because of the increase



          6        in size -- the continued increasing in size of



          7        solar facilities.



          8             So the previous studies that were done,



          9        from what I understand from the article, were



         10        mainly done on smaller-scale solar facilities.



         11        They hadn't been done on larger ones.



         12             MR. PLUTA:  I think one final question



         13        from Cherry Solar on this.



         14                        EXAMINATION



         15   BY MR. PLUTA:



         16   Q.   I'm reading the article that you passed out



         17        from Noise-Con, and the Future Research Section



         18        that you quoted from referred to the study,



         19        you're correct, and it said that the study was



         20        based on photovoltaic arrays of between 1,000



         21        and 3500 kilowatts.



         22             And it goes on to -- and I am going to



         23        summarize, saying that because projects have



         24        become much larger, it's necessary to reevaluate
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          1        the noise that's emitted from those sites.  Is



          2        that a correct characterization?



          3   A.   Yes.



          4   Q.   Is it fair to say that a sound study that



          5        reviews the noise coming from inverters for this



          6        specific project would more or less answer that



          7        question about noise?



          8   A.   Maybe.



          9             MR. PLUTA:  Okay.  Thank you.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, Nanette.



         11             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.



         12                        EXAMINATION



         13   BY MS. GILLAN



         14   Q.   But in reference to that, would it -- does it



         15        say anything about the noise, how that would



         16        affect an autistic child?



         17   A.   No, it does not.



         18             MS. GILLAN:  Thank you.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Are there other questions



         20        for Rebecca?



         21             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         22                        EXAMINATION



         23   BY MS. SUTTON:



         24   Q.   So you're the aunt, and you can decline to do
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          1        this, if you wish, but can you describe for me



          2        what this child's sensory, sort of,



          3        compensations need to be addressed, how he deals



          4        with noise, and how he deals with transitions or



          5        whatever his particular autistic sensitivities



          6        are?



          7   A.   All I can speak to is, typically if there is



          8        going to be what we would consider an unpleasant



          9        noise, it is not uncommon to see him wearing



         10        noise-cancelling headphones.  He has them with



         11        him pretty much all the time to help control his



         12        sensory issues.



         13   Q.   Could you describe further, if he does not have



         14        those earmuffs, what is his reaction then?



         15   A.   I mean, it's disturbing for him, obviously.  He



         16        might cry.  He might cover his ears.  He might



         17        run into a different room.  It's variable based



         18        on whatever the sound is.



         19             MS. SUTTON:  Thank you.



         20             MR. WELBERS:  Other questions of Rebecca?



         21                      (No verbal response.)



         22             MR. WELBERS:  Does the Board have any



         23        questions?



         24                      (No verbal response.)
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Thanks, Rebecca.



          2             MS. DEBNAR:  Thank you.



          3             MR. WELBERS:  Lori, do you mind if you go



          4        next?



          5             MS. FRY:  Sure.



          6                         LORI FRY,



          7        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



          8             MS. NEMETH:  Can you state your name and



          9        address for the record, please.



         10             MR. FRY:  Lori Fry.



         11             MS. NEMETH:  Which way are you spelling



         12        Lori, by the way?



         13             MS. FRY:  L-O-R-I.



         14             MS. NEMETH:  F-R-Y-E?



         15             MS. FRY:  Just F-R-Y.  111 East Burnett



         16        Street.



         17             MS. NEMETH:  I'm sorry, what was the



         18        street?



         19             MS. FRY:  111 East Burnett, B-U-R-N-E-T-T,



         20        Street, LaMoille, 61330.



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.



         22             MS. FRY:  All right.  Tonight I am here



         23        speaking on behalf of my father, John Romanelli.



         24        He had some major oral surgery today, so he's
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          1        unable to come.  He was here last week.  So I am



          2        speaking on behalf of my father, John Romanelli:



          3             My house and land sits on the south border



          4        of the field that the solar farm is planned to



          5        be built.  I would like you to know the



          6        sentimental importance that my property has to



          7        me and my family.



          8             I built this house with close friends in



          9        the early 1990s.  My late wife, Kathy, and I



         10        designed the home and raised our four children



         11        together on this property.  The land itself



         12        belonged to my family before me.  The intentions



         13        of building on this land is to keep this house



         14        and farmland in the family for generations to



         15        come.



         16             My house was built on the top of a hill to



         17        have a view of the surrounding land.  The solar



         18        panels wouldn't -- won't be behind my house.  It



         19        will be in front of my picture window, where I



         20        will sit daily.



         21             I have also received several letters from



         22        solar panel companies.  I chose to follow my



         23        heart and not my pocketbook.  I chose to respect



         24        my neighbors and the property owners that
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          1        surround me.



          2             I know there has been discussion of



          3        farming the land directly connected to my



          4        property, but the panels and up-to-8-foot fence



          5        will still be in my direct view and an eyesore



          6        compared to the crops that are planted annually.



          7             I have been a hardworking man my whole,



          8        entire life and I have earned it.  Building this



          9        house has my blood, sweat and tears in it.  I



         10        love this home.  It is one of the proudest



         11        things I did with my late wife, and I want to



         12        leave my house behind for my children and in



         13        hopes that it would be passed down to my



         14        grandchildren.



         15             I am very concerned about the value of my



         16        property and the house value.  The gentleman



         17        that discussed the property value at the last



         18        meeting did not give me any confidence that my



         19        property value would not depreciate.



         20             If you were to do a survey in our area,



         21        local area, and give the choice of having an



         22        identical property next to or not next to a



         23        solar farm, I would guess that over 95 percent



         24        of the surveyors would choose not to live next
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          1        to a solar farm.  That's just a guess.



          2             In closing, if you were sitting in my



          3        shoes and the tables were turned, knowing how



          4        much my property and home means to me, would you



          5        be happy with the fact that a solar farm was



          6        being built next to your home?  And last I



          7        checked, more farmland is not going to be made.



          8        And if you can figure out a way, let me know.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Is that what you have to



         10        say?



         11             MS. FRY:  For John Romanelli, yes.  I



         12        would like to say some stuff too.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Let's first ask if there's



         14        any -- you represent your dad and that's because



         15        he can't be here.  That's good.



         16             Is there anything you would like to



         17        clarify on John's?



         18                        EXAMINATION



         19   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         20   Q.   Lori, for the record, do you know what your



         21        dad's address is, so we have that in for the



         22        record?



         23   A.   It's 20816 Illinois Highway 89, Arlington,



         24        Illinois, 61312.
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          1             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you very much.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Any questions on Lori,



          3        representing her dad?



          4             MS. DONARSKI:  I have none.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Now Lori is going to



          6        represent herself.



          7             MS. FRY:  I am going to represent myself.



          8             So I was informed that tonight -- and I am



          9        unsure that my father even knows this.  He was



         10        not here in February, when it was discussed.



         11             I guess the tiling is only going to be



         12        maintained one year after this project is



         13        complete.  I will say, I have pictures of one



         14        tile that got plugged and my dad had, like,



         15        3 foot of water in his basement.  The whole --



         16        he's got an open -- open-spaced basement, and it



         17        was -- it looked like a swimming pool.  And then



         18        he's got drywall in his basement, some, like,



         19        living area.  And because of one tile, one tile



         20        was plugged, that completely filled up that



         21        whole area in his basement.



         22             Now, once this project is complete and a



         23        year later, if any of those tiles are affected,



         24        I mean, you can't predict what's going to happen
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          1        one year -- from a drought one year to the next



          2        year.  So if a tile is broke because of that



          3        project, then it could affect his farm ground,



          4        area farm ground, it could affect their property



          5        value.  And to get that fixed, he's going to



          6        have to pretty much sue that company to be able



          7        to do that and to get it fixed.



          8             It was actually on Page 15 and 16 of the



          9        February minutes where they said that it would



         10        be only one year.



         11             And then I guess my other question is -- I



         12        know Wes personally and I have known him my



         13        whole life.  And I guess my question would be



         14        is, why that -- why that property?  Because you



         15        own several more.  Why not have it in your



         16        backyard, and then if it works great, then we



         17        can talk in five years?



         18             MR. W. GILLAN:  I'm not on the stand here.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Yeah, I understand.



         20             MR. FRY:  That's just a statement.



         21             MR. W. GILLAN:  I'll tell you one thing



         22        though, the only way that you can see that field



         23        of things is look through his sheds.  Because



         24        it's not going to be north of his house.
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          1             MS. FRY:  Yes, it is.



          2             MR. W. GILLAN:  There's going to be



          3        nothing between the house and the shed.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Wes, you have signed up to



          5        speak, so we'll let you do that.



          6             If you have a question of Lori, you can do



          7        that.  But I think you're probably good.



          8             MR. W. GILLAN:  I am sorry.  She asked me



          9        a question.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  I understand.



         11             Is there anything else you would like to



         12        talk about?



         13             MS. FRY:  No.  I mean, I -- my dad showed



         14        me the diagram.  He'll be able to see it out his



         15        window, on the hill.  So it will be there.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Let's see if there's any



         17        other clarifications.



         18             MS. DONARSKI:  I have none.



         19             MR. PLUTA:  No questions for me.



         20             I would just like to remind you that we're



         21        here on a narrow set of topics.  Drainage isn't



         22        one of them.



         23             MS. FRY:  It affects the property value.



         24             MR. PLUTA:  I want to be sensitive of
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          1        everybody's time here.



          2             MS. FRY:  Correct, and I am sensitive of



          3        time, like the last two times I have been here.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Do you have a question,



          5        Dr. Wahls?



          6             DR. WAHLS:  I did.  Steve Wahls.



          7                        EXAMINATION



          8   BY DR. WAHLS:



          9   Q.   So I was hearing before that someone that wants



         10        to build a solar array on their property



         11        shouldn't benefit from that, but now I'm hearing



         12        that your dad -- and I realize he's not here to



         13        speak for himself --



         14   A.   Correct.



         15   Q.   -- doesn't want somebody else to impact his --



         16   A.   Property values.



         17   Q.   -- use of his property?



         18   A.   Correct.



         19   Q.   So we have two property owners.  I just don't



         20        know, how you decide between -- I guess this is



         21        how we do it.  But each has, in my mind, an



         22        equal entitlement to use their property as they



         23        would choose.  Am I right?  Or maybe I'm missing



         24        something.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  I guess you ultimately



          2        turned that into a question.  I guess you can



          3        answer, if you choose, Lori.



          4   A.   I mean, everybody is entitled to build whatever



          5        they want.  And that's why, for example, if I



          6        wanted to build a garage, like I did several



          7        years ago, I still had to come to the committee



          8        and make sure my neighbors were good with it.



          9             If somebody wants to put a solar farm next



         10        to my father's property, you have to make sure



         11        your neighbors are okay with it, right?



         12   Q.   (By Dr. Wahls:)  I think that's why we are



         13        here.



         14   A.   I think so.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions for



         16        Lori?



         17             Colette.



         18             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         19                        EXAMINATION



         20   BY MS. SUTTON:



         21   Q.   According to the Illinois drainage law, Lori,



         22        who pays if tiles are plugged and it's backing



         23        water up into your farm field and affecting your



         24        property value, that you can't get in to farm
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          1        it?



          2   A.   The farmer.



          3   Q.   So the --



          4   A.   The landowner would have to do all the



          5        investigating and pay for it all.



          6   Q.   How often can that occur?  Can that occur



          7        longer than a year after the construction?



          8   A.   Absolutely, because we don't know.  We could



          9        have a complete drought for three years and not



         10        get barely any rain, and then we could get a



         11        bunch of rain, and then we'll find it will be a



         12        big surprise, won't it?



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions for



         14        Lori?



         15                      (No verbal response.)



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Board, questions?



         17                      (No verbal response.)



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Thanks, Lori.



         19             Ruth Bonnell?  Is Ruth Bonnell here?



         20             Are you both witnesses?



         21             MS. SUTTON:  We own property together.



         22             MR. WELBERS:  So you're here collectively



         23        as witnesses?



         24             MS. SUTTON:  Yes.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  So you'll both be sworn in



          2        and you both have a presentation.



          3             That's two names accomplished on my list



          4        here.



          5             COLETTE SUTTON and RUTH BONNELL,



          6        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



          7             MS. NEMETH:  State your name and address



          8        for the record, please.



          9             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton, 33919 - 2400



         10        North Avenue, LaMoille, Illinois, 61330.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  And in a minute we'll get



         12        Ruth's.



         13             MS. BONNELL:  806 South Main, LaMoille,



         14        61330.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  I think you would want to



         16        give one to the Counsel so he can follow along.



         17             Ruth, you will need to state your name and



         18        address for the record.



         19             COURT REPORTER:  She did.  806 South Main.



         20             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  She did.



         21             MS. NEMETH:  806 South Main?



         22             COURT REPORTER:  Uh-huh, LaMoille.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  You're ready?



         24             MS. SUTTON:  Okay.  I'm going to start
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          1        with just property value impact, which was one



          2        of the prescribed topics that we were supposed



          3        to talk about.  And I would like to add a few



          4        more data points to what was presented in a



          5        previous conversation the last meeting we were



          6        at about a week ago.



          7             One is the Lawrence Berkeley National Lab



          8        Study from Berkeley, California, released



          9        January 29th, 2023.  And there were six states



         10        in a quantitative statistical study.  And they



         11        have probably the largest study, I would guess,



         12        that's been done most recently of 1.8 million



         13        residential homes.



         14             Of those six states, three of them had



         15        statistical changes based on solar farm



         16        presence.  One was Minnesota, and those



         17        residents lost 4 percent of value; North



         18        Carolina lost 5.8 percent of value; and New



         19        Jersey lost 5.6 percent of value.  They also



         20        studied California, Connecticut, Massachusetts,



         21        and those studies were within their margin of



         22        error.



         23             So if the company, GreenKey Solar or



         24        GreenKey Development, or the Board will look, I
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          1        have probably some articles from some magazines



          2        that will kind of synthesize that, but your



          3        Chair also has a complete study with highlighted



          4        pieces of that study.



          5             So I think the study is quite impressive.



          6        It's one of the biggest ones done and definitely



          7        with demographically-similar states, like



          8        Minnesota, for example, which has got larger --



          9        Minneapolis, St. Paul, city/urban area, and they



         10        also have a lot of farming, very similar to our



         11        area as well.



         12             So you're looking at Minnesota losing



         13        4 percent of the value of a residence within



         14        solar panel situations, solar farms.



         15             The second one, which is a little bit



         16        older, University of Rhode Island, also was



         17        quoted in the last meeting that I sat in on, and



         18        that's dated from September 29th, 2020.  And



         19        they studied 400,000 homes within 3 miles of a



         20        solar site.  And homes within 1 mile of the



         21        solar array lost 1.7 percent, which translated



         22        to, according to the study, $5,751 compared to



         23        their control group.



         24             And what was interesting, there was one
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          1        statement in that study, and it said there a was



          2        greater negative impact for property within



          3        0.1 mile and properties surrounding solar sites



          4        built on farmland and forestland in nonrural



          5        areas.



          6             So those two sites, I wanted to be sure



          7        that the people sitting here tonight and the



          8        Board as well and the Zoning Board Enforcement



          9        Officer was aware of any some additional data



         10        points that were present in those two studies.



         11        I think they're significant to the discussion



         12        that we're having now.



         13             Again, then I think the previous testimony



         14        that tiles are only going to be maintained for



         15        one year following construction is significant.



         16        You're looking at my sister and I, who have a



         17        family farm very close by on 2100.  We can tell



         18        you that opening up plugged tiles will run you



         19        into thousands of dollars, which we have done in



         20        the previous year.



         21             So I am telling you that for landowners



         22        that are connected up to this project that it is



         23        a significant concern that they are only going



         24        to be maintained for one year after.
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          1             This is a lifetime situation, where tiles



          2        that are connected up to this project can plug



          3        up at anytime, they can collapse, you can have



          4        rodents come in and whatever is in the area



          5        climb up from streams nearby and so on.



          6             In addition to that, I wanted to talk a



          7        little bit differently about property values and



          8        what I would call trickling down impact for



          9        taxpayers.  The tax revenue coming from the



         10        project, rightfully so, will be going to Dimmick



         11        and will be going to Hall.



         12             But I can tell you, if you look north of



         13        this project, you're looking at land, and the



         14        tax extensions that are going there will be



         15        going to LaMoille High School and Unit 303.



         16        What happens with that is, if you were an



         17        administrator and you're levying taxes, and



         18        you're finding that the surrounding farms are



         19        being adversely affected -- and also LP is



         20        within this as well.  Some of you that are in



         21        the audience tonight may see your taxes going



         22        from Dimmick to LP.



         23             But what happens when those property



         24        values drop -- because you have bills to pay if
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          1        you're an administrator in a school or other



          2        levying entity, and you will levy what you need



          3        to levy.  So you will -- let's say your EAV has



          4        changed and you have dropped 4 percent, you're



          5        going to have to levy more on the individual



          6        residences and the farmland in order to pay your



          7        bills and recoup and basically pay your people



          8        that work for you.



          9             The school district, which is usually



         10        typically the heaviest levy in our area around



         11        here, you're going to find that they're going to



         12        need to raise that.  So that's kind of a spinoff



         13        of, what I would call, trickle-down economics,



         14        but that's what that's going to amount to if



         15        that EAV declines.



         16             If we're talking -- I'm going to talk a



         17        little bit in reverse, and I'm going to talk



         18        about the farmland and the project and GreenKey



         19        Solar.  And I'm going to say, What's the value



         20        of that farmland?  And I'm going to say, It's



         21        priceless.  And the reason why it's priceless



         22        is, if you look at the environmental studies



         23        that were required of the company that's going



         24        to put in the solar farm, you'll see that one --
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          1        well, more than one.  There are actually seven



          2        species that the company has to deal with, but



          3        one of them is called the Indiana bat.



          4             Okay.  And lest you think that we're crazy



          5        here.  The Indiana bat is an endangered species.



          6        And if you look at the Natural Resources report,



          7        you will see that this particular parcel ground



          8        is partially or wholly -- it's critical habitat.



          9             Now, to their credit, the solar company



         10        has said that they would try to make mitigating



         11        actions for whooping cranes, these bats -- and



         12        I'm not sure about the long-eared bat.  That's



         13        another one that's on the verge of extinction,



         14        but we're not sure about the critical area that



         15        it migrates around and travels to.



         16             But what I wanted to tell you -- and some



         17        of you think that bats are creepy, and they're



         18        black, and we don't have to bother with them.



         19        But bats save -- and this is from a very



         20        credible source that you will see in the packet,



         21        if you have one.  But they save more than



         22        $1 billion per year in crop damage.  And if



         23        you're looking at the whole of agriculture, bats



         24        save $3 billion a year in all of crop production
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          1        and agriculture.  So because we don't see them



          2        doesn't mean that they aren't beneficial.  And



          3        in this particular piece of ground, hugely



          4        beneficial.



          5             So if we're going to put solar arrays on



          6        that, the next piece of it is, Oh, we're going



          7        to take mitigating action.  But if you look in



          8        your packets, there's a statistical study that's



          9        pretty convincing.  And what that statistical



         10        study says -- and I'll have to read that -- that



         11        bats alter their flight and feeding behavior at



         12        ground-mounted solar farms.



         13             I don't know what you're going to do about



         14        that, to mitigate that.  And that's a relevantly



         15        recent, very, very recent, study, statistical



         16        study, and I have to say that I think it's very



         17        well done.



         18             And they are insectivorous bats.  So to be



         19        very clear, we're not talking about fruit bats.



         20        We're talking about bats that eat insects.  And



         21        roughly speaking, one bat can eat 13,000 insects



         22        a minute.



         23             So if you're looking at a very critical



         24        piece of ground, this is it.  We're here.  So
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          1        we're talking about declining property values,



          2        and we're talking about a very critical species.



          3             Now, in the environmental impact reports



          4        that the company did a great job of gathering,



          5        and in the reports there was also a mention of



          6        no streams flow through the property.  Well,



          7        they don't, except Brush Creek is right across



          8        the road.  So if you're looking at Brush Creek,



          9        and in your packet you will see -- that actually



         10        my husband took a picture of -- migratory birds



         11        in the fall that are moving down Brush Creek.



         12             Where did he take the picture?  It was one



         13        mile north of your project.  So it's on the



         14        Ernest Bartoli farm on Brush Creek, and that



         15        comes right down, and we just happened to catch



         16        them migrating.



         17             So whooping cranes are in this area,



         18        migratory birds are in this area, and of course



         19        they fall under the Migratory Bird Act.  I don't



         20        know -- whooping cranes certainly are



         21        endangered, and you'll see Dixon



         22        Water project -- Waterfowl project down in



         23        Putnam County that will eventually just shut



         24        that completely off while those birds are coming
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          1        through.



          2             So do they undoubtedly affect this



          3        project?  Yeah, they do.  So I'm not -- anyway,



          4        certainly an issue.  And the bats probably are



          5        more serious.



          6             The other piece I had was the



          7        archeological impact study, and that was more of



          8        a question than anything.  And that Commonwealth



          9        Heritage report came in, and that Commonwealth



         10        Heritage report indicated that there were



         11        13.06 acres that overlap the area of high



         12        probability for archaeological resources.



         13             And so they were recommending a survey be



         14        done before this project was instituted,



         15        whatever, but I am not sure at this point if



         16        that has been completed.  So I know you're still



         17        looking for approval.  But that was one of my



         18        questions.



         19             Now, moving on to general health and



         20        safety, which I think is one of the approved



         21        topics as well.



         22             MR. WELBERS:  It is.



         23             MS. SUTTON:  I wanted to talk just briefly



         24        about the perimeter fence.  Because when I read
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          1        the application, one of my concerns was the



          2        application indicated that the perimeter fence



          3        is not part of the facility, and that's stated



          4        on the -- and it may be because you want the



          5        50-foot setback.  I'm not sure what the



          6        rationale was.



          7             But my concern is, maintenance, repair and



          8        insurance.  So if you're carrying liability on



          9        this, you have somebody that hit that fence and



         10        they're in a catastrophic accident, where



         11        injuries are terminal, you know, whatever,



         12        people die in the accident, whose liability is



         13        going to cover that?  If your liability



         14        insurance is -- and I read, you know, you agreed



         15        to provide liability insurance for this project.



         16        If the fence isn't part of the facility, I would



         17        argue, having been in the public sector, that



         18        they are going to say, This fence isn't yours,



         19        we're not covering it.



         20             So that's one of my concerns, in terms of



         21        general health and safety.  If the fence isn't



         22        part of the facility, who manages it?  And who



         23        pays for the upkeep of that fence?  And how is



         24        it part of it?
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          1             And yes, I think you can argue semantics,



          2        but liability insurance is going to argue



          3        semantics when something critical happens.



          4             One of my other concerns, maybe not an



          5        objection, is indemnification.  And I know that



          6        the solar project has agreed to carry liability



          7        insurance, and corporations carry liability



          8        insurance to protect themselves, and they have



          9        agreed to cover -- I have a list of some of them



         10        -- respective agents, officers, appointed and



         11        elected officials, volunteers and employees, as



         12        additional insureds.



         13             But that's for liability, not for



         14        indemnification.



         15             The corporation does not agree to



         16        indemnify these same residents without a



         17        judicial opinion and against any and all claims,



         18        demands, losses and suits.



         19             So one of -- you know, are these other



         20        people at risk if it doesn't fall under your



         21        liability insurance?  This is a serious issue,



         22        that you're not going to indemnify these people



         23        sitting here tonight on the Board, you're not



         24        going to indemnify other volunteers.
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          1             And one of the concerns -- and I



          2        truthfully don't know -- what about your



          3        volunteer EMTs, firefighters, people that



          4        service you in emergencies?  Do they fall under



          5        this coverage?  And you're covering for them



          6        liability, but you're not indemnifying them for



          7        other issues not pertaining to your liability



          8        issues, I guess.



          9             So that's one of my concerns.  Maybe not



         10        an objection, but a concern at this point.



         11             There was another mention of solar panels



         12        that are damaged.  And, of course, I believe



         13        that Hunter had some pictures on his LinkedIn



         14        website of someone lobbying solar panels out in



         15        Oregon.



         16             But the solar panels in the United States,



         17        according to the Harvard Business Review -- and



         18        I think they're a respected group.  I think



         19        they're a respected organization that puts out



         20        newsworthy items -- and they indicated that as



         21        far as they know, there's only one solar farm



         22        company in the United States that has a



         23        recycling program at this point, and it's First



         24        Solar.  And they only recycle if you buy -- if
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          1        you use their product, which makes sense.



          2             And so I think right now, the current



          3        status of things, is that recycling, as far as



          4        panels go, is they're entering the landfills



          5        right now.



          6             And I believe, when I looked at the



          7        February minutes, that there was some mention of



          8        you would use German-based solar panels or



          9        something similar to that.  But I could be wrong



         10        about that.



         11             So those are just a few of the things that



         12        I had concerns about and information that I



         13        thought people should know about, as a whole



         14        group, and in addition to the corporation as



         15        well.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Does Ruth have anything to



         17        add?



         18             MS. BONNELL:  No.



         19             MS. SUTTON:  She said she wasn't going to



         20        talk.



         21             MS. BONNELL:  I just handed out papers.



         22             MR. WELBERS:  Ruth, do you support what



         23        your sister said?



         24             MS. BONNELL:  Yes, a hundred percent.
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          1                        EXAMINATION



          2   BY MR. WELBERS:



          3   Q.   Just one question.  You own a farm very



          4        proximal to this.  So is that located -- you



          5        said off 2100.  Is that farther east?



          6   A.   Yes.  Yes, it's east of the proposed project,



          7        right, and it's a family farm.



          8   Q.   East of Gillans' farm too?



          9   A.   Pardon me?



         10   Q.   East of Gillans' farm?



         11   A.   Yes.  It's down the road.



         12   Q.   Okay.



         13   A.   It's the second four corners on 2100.



         14   Q.   Second four corners on 2100.



         15   A.   Right.  We have been there over 150 years.



         16   Q.   In the family?



         17   A.   In the family.  We're it, fight or no fight.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Questions, Kris?



         19             MS. DONARSKI:  That was my question, is



         20        where their land was in relation to this.



         21             MS. SUTTON:  We're just down the road.



         22        Second four corners, that's us.



         23             MS. DONARSKI:  That's all I have.  Thank



         24        you.
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          1             MS. SUTTON:  I also would like to address



          2        that I don't have any issues, and I don't think



          3        Ruth does as well, with any part of the family.



          4        So please don't think that we have got any



          5        personal issues, any -- you know, this is just



          6        strictly what I'm seeing happening with the site



          7        selection.  And I don't have any issues with



          8        solar farms, per se.  I do have an issue with



          9        appropriate site selection.



         10             So I know that's not part of the



         11        allowable, but, you know, I just want to make



         12        sure that site selections are thoughtfully taken



         13        into consideration and reviewed by all players.



         14             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Anyone have questions



         15        of Colette?  Ruth is not wanting to testify,



         16        just supports what Colette says.  So Colette is



         17        the spokesman here.



         18             MS. SUTTON:  Right.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  So questions for Colette?



         20             Go ahead.



         21             MR. PLUTA:  It's not a question for



         22        Colette.  Thank you.



         23             I want to make a procedural point and then



         24        figure out what you would like me to do with it.









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               176





          1             So, you know, some of this report is



          2        pretty far afield from the scope that we're here



          3        to address.  Would it be better for me to just



          4        make, like, a running objection to stuff that's



          5        off the scope?



          6             MR. WELBERS:  If you would like to make an



          7        objection to, like, the bats and things that



          8        were off scope, go ahead and do so, and we'll



          9        put that into consideration for the public



         10        record.



         11             MR. PLUTA:  Then I'll just make an



         12        objection to the parts of the testimony that



         13        related to the drainage, the bat study, the



         14        archaeological study, the fence perimeter issue,



         15        and then the legal liability insurance issues.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.



         17             MS. SUTTON:  Am I allowed to counter-ask



         18        him why?



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Well, he's made an objection



         20        that we were outside the scope of what we were



         21        asked by the County Board.  We actually were.



         22             But you put a great deal of effort into



         23        it, and this is a public meeting, so I let you



         24        do it.  And as the Counsel for them, he just
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          1        wants to point out to the County Board that I



          2        didn't do what I was supposed to do, but that's



          3        okay.



          4             MS. SUTTON:  I would like to offer some



          5        support.  In terms of the bats, if you're



          6        talking about what is the value of this land,



          7        what's the value of a piece of land that a



          8        national organization has said is a critical



          9        habitat for this bat, this bat is on borrowed



         10        time, it's endangered.  What's the value of that



         11        property to keep that particular species alive



         12        that contributes several billion dollars a year



         13        to insecticides that farmers don't have to put



         14        on the ground?  I think that piece of ground is



         15        worth a lot of money.



         16             So if you're talking about the property



         17        value impact, which was one of the allowable



         18        topics, I would say that bats are primary to



         19        property value impact.  How can that not be a



         20        property --



         21                      (Interruption by audience.)



         22             MS. SUTTON:  I'm sorry.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  You made a powerful argument



         24        that it really is in the scope because it
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          1        affects property values.



          2             Okay.  Anything else?



          3                      (No verbal response.)



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Are there any other



          5        questions for Colette Sutton here?



          6                      (No verbal response.)



          7             MR. WELBERS:  Does the Board have any



          8        questions?



          9                      (No verbal response.)



         10             MR. WELBERS:  None.  Thank you.  You did a



         11        lot of research, that's for sure.



         12             Devin, could I call you up next?



         13                      DEVIN SOLDATI,



         14        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         15             MS. NEMETH:  State your name and address



         16        for the record, and spell your last name for me,



         17        please.



         18             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati,



         19        S-O-L-D-A-T-I.



         20             MS. NEMETH:  S-O-L?



         21             MR. SOLDATI:  D-A-T-I.



         22             MS. NEMETH:  And you need to speak up.



         23             MR. SOLDATI:  33375 - 2100 North Avenue,



         24        Arlington, Illinois, 61312.  And it's I-N.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead, Devin.



          2             MR. SOLDATI:  So Ladies and Gentlemen of



          3        the Board, I come before you today not just as a



          4        concerned citizen, but as a steward of the land



          5        and a custodian of our rural heritage.



          6             We stand at a crossroads where the



          7        tranquility of our countryside is threatened by



          8        the imposition of industrial structures.  The



          9        proposal to install solar panels in the



         10        neighboring cornfield may seem like progress,



         11        but let us not be deceived by the allure of



         12        clean energy at the expense of our community's



         13        wellbeing.  The rural character that draws us to



         14        this area will be irrevocably altered as growth



         15        of the solar panels mar the horizon and disrupts



         16        the natural beauty that surrounds us.



         17             Beyond the aesthetic concerns, there are



         18        practical implications that cannot be



         19        overlooked.  The installation of solar panels in



         20        a cornfield not only displaces vital



         21        agricultural activity, but also poses potential



         22        environmental risks.  The disruption of soil



         23        ecosystems, the loss of variable land and the



         24        disturbance of wildlife habitats are all
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          1        consequences that we cannot afford to ignore.



          2             We live on prime agricultural soil, and we



          3        are gathered here today to analyze data and find



          4        a solution that benefits both the environment



          5        and the community.  My proposal is this, and it



          6        is one that Massachusetts is noted for



          7        implementing and one Minnesota is looking to



          8        recreate:  focusing on installing solar panels



          9        not on high-grade farmland but rather on



         10        neglected brownfields, creating areas called



         11        brightfields.



         12             A brownfield is defined by the EPA as, and



         13        I quote, a property, the expansion,



         14        redevelopment, or reuse of which may be



         15        complicated by the presence or potential



         16        presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or



         17        contaminant, end quote.



         18             They claim that there are over 450,000



         19        brownfields in the country.  Investing in and



         20        repurposing these areas increases local tax



         21        bases and job growth, takes advantage of



         22        existing infrastructure, and takes development



         23        pressures off of the undeveloped, open land,



         24        such as the 40 acres we are here to discuss.
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          1             According to Community Environmental



          2        Defense Services, or CEDS, the best solar farms



          3        are built where they are not visible from homes



          4        or a minimum of 600 feet away from any houses.



          5        Additionally, CEDS claims that the best solar



          6        farms minimize the use of prime productive soils



          7        that would need to be taken out of agricultural



          8        production.  Neither of these recommendations



          9        will be followed in this proposed solar farm



         10        installation.



         11             Moreover, let us consider the impact on



         12        property value, which has been a controversial



         13        subject thus far.  As residents who have proudly



         14        invested our time, effort and resources into



         15        maintaining our homes and land, the prospect of



         16        diminished property values is deeply troubling.



         17        Potential buyers may be deterred by industrial-



         18        scale solar infrastructure in our midst.



         19             As a matriculating medical student in



         20        August, I have some background in research and



         21        the ethics associated with it.  If I were to



         22        stand here and claim that I have not read of any



         23        negative impact on property value following the



         24        installation of a solar farm on farmland, I
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          1        would be remiss.  I heard this in a previous



          2        hearing, and believe that observation bias may



          3        have come into play.



          4             I am not on the stand claiming to be an



          5        expert, but in my reading of online resources, I



          6        have learned of homes' values both decreasing



          7        and not changing by a statistically significant



          8        margin.  However, I have not personally read of



          9        home values necessarily increasing from homes in



         10        proximity to installed solar farms.



         11             These expansive solar farms are not to be



         12        confused with residential panels on homes, which



         13        has been shown to actually increase home value



         14        according to the Department of Energy.



         15             For example, CEDS observed about 400,000



         16        property values, and the results suggests 1.7



         17        and 7 percent depreciation of property value



         18        following the construction of a solar farm



         19        within 1 mile and 0.1 miles, respectively.



         20             That 7 percent coincided with the decrease



         21        in value of $23,682, meaning the average



         22        property value study was around 338,000.  And



         23        this is not an exuberant amount, based on the



         24        proposed area, and does not warrant the
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          1        dismissal of this study and statistic.



          2             The results suggest, and I quote,



          3        extremely large disamenities for projects in



          4        very close proximity.  On the other hand, the



          5        University of Rhode Island believes that



          6        property values may not be lowered in areas in



          7        which solar panels are not visible from the home



          8        and significantly worse effects are seen on farm



          9        or forestland in nonrural areas.



         10             Gaur and Lang oppose the University's



         11        latter proposal, and claim that greater



         12        reduction in sale prices are observed in rural



         13        areas near greenfield construction.



         14             Where these two studies do agree is in



         15        decline of the sale price, with the Gaur and



         16        Lang study on 289,000 properties estimating a



         17        net loss of $1.66 billion in aggregate housing



         18        value due to solar installations within 1 mile



         19        in Massachusetts and Rhode Island.



         20             And I recall the results of studies from



         21        Winnebago County being presented in this room,



         22        which ultimately ended up being our Minnesotan



         23        counterpart.  So I would be misleading you if I



         24        did not mention that this data was gathered in
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          1        Rhode Island and Massachusetts.



          2             Their data points to probable adverse



          3        property effects when solar panels disrupt



          4        farmland within one mile.



          5             A Benjamin Martin study on the Twin Cities



          6        metro area observed lower market values for



          7        properties abutting solar installation, but was



          8        inconclusive in determining whether said lower



          9        parcel value was actually due to the



         10        installation.



         11             So without conclusive data, especially on



         12        our exact location and circumstances, I



         13        reiterate that this is information that is meant



         14        to serve as a guide, not as a decisionmaker.



         15             Despite these recommendations and data



         16        pointing to potential adverse effects, why would



         17        solar panel developers continue to find



         18        representatives from across the country to



         19        continue pursuing our vital soil?  Perhaps



         20        because it costs substantially less to develop



         21        on farmland than brownfield, landfield,



         22        superfund or industrial land, per CEDS.



         23             Perhaps it is the parcel in question, the



         24        cost-effective proximity to people, and
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          1        transmission of the power generated, which



          2        Martin's study notes as a combination that



          3        lowers parcel values when solar panels are



          4        implemented.



          5             I understand that these companies are



          6        trying to minimize their expenses, as any



          7        company may, but their profits should not come



          8        at the expense of our community members.  CEDS



          9        predicts that houses nearby the brownfields



         10        repurposed into solar space depreciates less



         11        than homes near repurposed farms and forestland.



         12        The EPA even states that brownfield



         13        redevelopment can increase neighboring homes'



         14        values within about one mile by 5 to 15 percent.



         15             If solar farm development is deterred by



         16        the increased cost of implementation, there are



         17        EPA brownfield program grants available to



         18        assist with environmental research, cleanup and



         19        job training.  The EPA's website claims there



         20        are over $300 million in brownfield grants to



         21        revitalize communities.



         22             I recognize solar farms do have positive



         23        impacts, such as bringing in additional tax



         24        revenue.  So let's propose a few alternative
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          1        locations in our county that will allow for the



          2        additional income, while better preserving our



          3        environment.



          4             A few potentially suitable brownfields to



          5        install solar panels are the closed Princeton,



          6        Malden and Ladd municipal landfills.  I took a



          7        glance at the Princeton municipal landfill on



          8        Google Earth, and panels installed there would



          9        not be visible to nearby homes due to bordering



         10        tree lines.  Additionally, the tree lines



         11        between nearby houses in this area are wider



         12        than 100 feet, if I interpreted the graph



         13        correctly, which the sound expert from North



         14        Carolina said would be the minimum needed to



         15        block the sounds emitted by a solar farm.  I



         16        calculated there to be about 300, 800, and



         17        400 feet surrounding the three non-road-



         18        facing sides of the landfill.



         19             Most importantly, we must not forget the



         20        voice of the community.  As neighbors who share



         21        commitment to preserving the rural character of



         22        our surroundings, we stand united in our



         23        opposition to this ill-conceived proposal.  Our



         24        collective voice must be heard and respected in
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          1        the decision that will shape the future of our



          2        community.



          3             In conclusion, I urge you to not consider



          4        only the short-term benefits but also the



          5        long-term consequences of this proposal.  We



          6        want to safeguard the rural heritage that



          7        defines our way of life and reject the intrusion



          8        of industrial development into our fertile



          9        countryside.



         10             Thank you.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Now you're subject to a few



         12        questions, you understand.



         13             Do you have some, Kris?



         14             MS. DONARSKI:  I do.



         15                        EXAMINATION



         16   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         17   Q.   Devin, where is your property in relation to



         18        the proposed solar farm?



         19   A.   So there's Gillans' house, Neil and Meggie's



         20        house, and we're further down the road east, and



         21        it's the next house right on the north side of



         22        the road.



         23   Q.   So do you have an estimate?



         24   A.   Like, a third of a mile from Neil and Meggie's
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          1        house.



          2             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Thank you.  That's



          3        all I have.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Questions of this witness?



          5             MR. PLUTA:  No question.  Just going to



          6        lodge my objection to the portions of his



          7        testimony about the environmental risks, the



          8        farmland and soil conversation, and the



          9        discussion about how the property was sited, you



         10        know, whether it be a brownfield or a non-



         11        brownfield.



         12             So that's my objection, and moving to



         13        strike the testimony.



         14             MR. SOLDATI:  Can you elaborate on the



         15        details of that, what exactly you're testifying



         16        against -- or objecting against?



         17             MR. PLUTA:  So the scope of the review



         18        process for this remand was on four narrow



         19        issues.



         20             MR. SOLDATI:  I understand that.



         21             MR. PLUTA:  So I'm saying that you went



         22        outside of those issues.



         23             MR. SOLDATI:  What details are you



         24        objecting against, is what I'm saying?
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          1             MR. PLUTA:  So the topic of, like, where



          2        we chose to site the project isn't one of the



          3        four things that we are here to talk about



          4        today.



          5             MR. SOLDATI:  The impact of the property



          6        value in the neighboring areas is being impacted



          7        by the site.



          8             MR. PLUTA:  But that's not related to the



          9        decision not to be on a brownfield site or not



         10        to be on a brownfield site.



         11             MR. SOLDATI:  It's not about the



         12        brownfield site.  It's about the property value



         13        being within an area.



         14             MR. PLUTA:  I'm going to lodge my



         15        objection.



         16             MS. SOLDATI:  You can lodge your



         17        objection.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  You have done so.  It's in



         19        the record.



         20             MR. SOLDATI:  I'm testifying why it is



         21        within the scope of the four.



         22             MR. WELBERS:  Colette, did you have a



         23        question?



         24             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.
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          1                        EXAMINATION



          2   BY MS. SUTTON:



          3   Q.   I just wanted to clarify.  Were you using the



          4        brownfield as an example of an alternative



          5        property value for the company or the



          6        corporation which would be a comparable



          7        comparison to something more less Class A soil?



          8   A.   Yes.



          9             MS. SUTTON:  I just wondered because I saw



         10        that there was a property value connection, but



         11        I just wanted to make sure.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions?



         13             MR. SOLDATI:  Because the property value



         14        would increase.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions?  Does



         16        the Board have any questions?



         17                      (No verbal response.)



         18             MR. SOLDATI:  I have my sources here.



         19        Sorry, I didn't make ten copies of each.



         20             MS. NEMETH:  Is this the copy of each



         21        thing that you did?



         22             MR. SOLDATI:  That's my sources that I



         23        talked about today.



         24             MR. WELBERS:  Would you mind taking this
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          1        to Kris, since we're all behind the table, and



          2        she'll log it in as an exhibit from you.



          3             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you.



          4             MR. SOLDATI:  Would you like me to go over



          5        the sources that I found online?



          6             MR. WELBERS:  Are they in what you have



          7        just put in?



          8             MR. SOLDATI:  No, they are not.  I didn't



          9        know we could have our phones.  So I looked up a



         10        couple.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Well, yes, if you have got



         12        more to testify to, again, try to stay with



         13        the --



         14             MR. SOLDATI:  Yeah, health and safety.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Yeah, go ahead.  Yes, if



         16        you're not done testifying, now is the time to



         17        testify.



         18             MR. SOLDATI:  So as a, like, matriculating



         19        medical student, I'm not considering myself an



         20        expert; however, I do have some background in



         21        research and ethics that go along with that.



         22        And for me to say that every piece of research



         23        that I have ever seen on one particular topic,



         24        and to bring that to a committee or bring that
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          1        to a group of people and to say that all I found



          2        was on one side of the spectrum, they would not



          3        really take my opinion very seriously.  If I



          4        were to go to a research conference and not



          5        present counter-arguments and possible evidence



          6        that do not support my side, I would be



          7        considered biased.



          8             So I presented arguments from both sides,



          9        and additionally I found some articles in the



         10        meantime that do support autism and EMF and EMF



         11        possibly worsening symptoms of autism or causing



         12        it.



         13             And the studies were by Martha Herbert and



         14        Cindy Sage.  Let me see what the other ones



         15        were.  I do have the list of references, as



         16        well.



         17             One of the sources says, as I said



         18        earlier, which is I think already in the record:



         19        Symptoms of retarded memory, learning,



         20        cognition, attention, and behavioral problems



         21        have been reported in numerous studies and are



         22        similarly manifested in autism and attention



         23        deficit hyperactivity disorders, as a result of



         24        EMF and RFR exposures where both epigenetic
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          1        drivers and genetic (DNA) damage are likely



          2        contributors.



          3             Another source that I had found says:  In



          4        parallel, the emergence of ever larger bodies of



          5        evidence supporting a large array of nonthermal



          6        but profound pathophysiological impacts of



          7        EMF/RFR is transforming our understanding of the



          8        nature of EMF/RFR impacts on the organism.



          9             Which I believe the doctor said that,



         10        because we are made of the same things, research



         11        from, let's say, 27 years ago is still possibly



         12        up to date.  However, this article does



         13        contradict that.



         14             That's all I have got right now.



         15                        EXAMINATION



         16   BY MR. WELBERS:



         17   Q.   Would you just elaborate a little bit more on



         18        the medical background -- training and



         19        background that you actually have?



         20   A.   I do not have -- I have a bachelor of science



         21        from Bradley University, graduated in May of



         22        2023, and I'll start medical school in the fall.



         23        I'm not claiming to be an expert.



         24   Q.   You're going to go to medical school this fall?
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          1   A.   Yes.



          2   Q.   And your bachelor of science from Bradley is in



          3        what category?



          4   A.   Health science.



          5   Q.   Health science?



          6   A.   Yes.



          7   Q.   That's what I wanted you to lay into the



          8        record.



          9             So you have recently graduated in health



         10        sciences from Bradley, and you are going to



         11        begin medical school this fall?



         12   A.   Yes, sir.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  That needs to be



         14        said.



         15             Do you have any questions regarding that,



         16        Kris?



         17             MS. DONARSKI:  I have none.



         18             MR. PLUTA:  Just a couple.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Now's the time.



         20             He has a couple questions for you.



         21                        EXAMINATION



         22   BY MR. PLUTA:



         23   Q.   Just a couple questions for you.  I realize you



         24        just found these over the course of the meeting.
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          1        Have you had an opportunity to review the entire



          2        articles?



          3   A.   I have not read the entire article.  I can



          4        provide them to you, if you would like to take a



          5        deeper look at them.



          6   Q.   And you referred to one as Herbert and Sage,



          7        but any more details?



          8   A.   They are published journal articles.  I can



          9        give you the information on them, if you want.



         10        I'm sorry, I don't have physical copies here.



         11   Q.   But it's not something that you can personally



         12        testify the knowledge to, other than the skim



         13        that you did?



         14   A.   I'm not portraying myself as an expert.  I'm



         15        portraying myself as a student that can analyze



         16        snips of data and give feedback on.



         17   Q.   Do you know about what levels of exposure the



         18        people that were in the study that you're



         19        talking about were exposed to?



         20   A.   I could if I read the entire thing.



         21   Q.   But you can't right now?



         22   A.   I cannot.  I will, if you want me to.  I'll sit



         23        up here and read the whole thing.



         24   Q.   That's not really the point of the testimony.
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          1   A.   Well, I will.



          2   Q.   What about the source of the EMF?  Do you know,



          3        from what you read, if the source is from solar



          4        panels or if it's from something else?



          5   A.   It's from general EMF.  It does not



          6        specifically say solar panels.



          7   Q.   But you can't testify to the source or the



          8        exposure level, the exposure length of time or



          9        anything like that --



         10   A.   No.



         11   Q.   -- to your knowledge today?



         12   A.   I can read it and tell you.



         13   Q.   That's all right.



         14   A.   Thought so.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions from our



         16        Board?



         17                      (No verbal response.)



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Thank you, Devin.



         19             MR. SOLDATI:  Thank you.  Appreciate your



         20        time.



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Neil, would you like to go



         22        next?  Decline?



         23             MR. N. GILLAN:  Everybody has pretty well



         24        covered my issues in their testimonies that they
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          1        have given.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Nanette?



          3                      NANETTE GILLAN,



          4        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



          5             MS. NEMETH:  State your name and address



          6        for the record, please.



          7             MS. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan, 1442 Sleepy



          8        Hollow Road, Amboy, Illinois.



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.



         10             MS. GILLAN:  Okay.  As far as -- I think



         11        they have all, you know, pretty well gone



         12        through the property values and everything.



         13             But as far as safety, I just have a



         14        brochure here that Spencer County, Indiana, had



         15        printed and handed out in regards to safety



         16        issues with the solar panels, such as fire.



         17        Also they talk about the erosion caused by solar



         18        projects and how solar companies don't maintain



         19        things after they are built, which I have copies



         20        of that for you.



         21             But I also would like to note in the



         22        February 15th transcript, Mr. Snyder, first of



         23        all, on Page 10 quoted that he worked for



         24        GreenKey Solar, which was already brought up
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          1        tonight that their license is revoked to



          2        practice business in Illinois.



          3             He then went on to say, when questioned in



          4        regards to how long he's been in business, it



          5        was seven to eight years.  Then he was asked:



          6        If this permit is granted, will GreenKey be



          7        building and operating the proposed solar farm



          8        or do you just kind of develop it and then sell



          9        it to other companies?



         10             He stated they hadn't really made the



         11        decision yet.  Therefore, personally I feel a



         12        lot of this testimony is moot, because we don't



         13        know who's going to operate it.  So he can't



         14        say, We're going to fix a tile in one year,



         15        we're going to fix a tile in ten years, because



         16        we don't know who's going to operate it.



         17             They for sure are going to build it.  But



         18        if they sell it, then we don't know who's going



         19        to have it.  So it could be a company that files



         20        bankruptcy a year into it, and then, from what I



         21        have read, all the liability for the debt and



         22        everything falls back on the landowner.



         23             So, you know, I don't see, in part, why



         24        we've even gone through all these hearings until
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          1        that's definitively decided.



          2             I, too, am concerned, as John Romanelli



          3        is.  Like Lori stated, they built their house



          4        with a lot of friends.  They were part of the



          5        friends that helped us build our house.  We



          6        helped them build their house.  We both raised



          7        our families on these farms.



          8             I -- myself and my husband were very torn



          9        about selling our home, and decided we would



         10        only sell it to our son or a family member when



         11        we decided to move to the campground that we now



         12        operate.  There's a lot of memories in this



         13        place.  And, you know, like John, we had planned



         14        on leaving this farm with a good value, not



         15        depreciate or not decrease because somebody



         16        decided to put up a solar farm.



         17             You know, some of the decisions that have



         18        been made in this, I realize Mr. Gillan wants to



         19        make a buck.  Well, I want to have a buck to



         20        give to my kids, too, and my grandkids some day.



         21        I want to have a farm where my grandkids can



         22        still go out and learn how to drive tractors and



         23        learn the work ethic, like their grandfather



         24        had, by being able to operate the farm and not
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          1        having to look at these huge solar panels next



          2        to it or a fence that God knows if it's going to



          3        be safe or not.



          4             Because, as we have talked about, we have



          5        a grandchild who's autistic.  Not only does



          6        noise bother him, but like you stated,



          7        Dr. Wahls, he's very quick to move.  And if they



          8        put up the fence that they are proposing, he'll



          9        use that as a ladder and he'll be in that farm



         10        in no time flat.  Granted, you know, it's our



         11        responsibility to watch over him, but I don't



         12        run that fast enough to follow him.



         13             I mean, you know, Neil and Meggie -- when



         14        he's at our campground, he's all over the place.



         15        So, you know, it's hard to -- you do your best,



         16        but there's no way that this fence that they



         17        have talked about would keep him out of this.



         18        So there's a safety issue with that too.



         19             Also, you know, every witness that has



         20        spoken in -- positively about having a solar



         21        farm have all been paid witnesses.  Everybody



         22        that's spoken against it, we have emotional



         23        attachments to it.  We are concerned also



         24        financially for what our property would be
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          1        worth.



          2             These people have also supposedly been



          3        experts, and yet we had one tonight who spoke



          4        that he testified because he's a buddy of



          5        Mr. Snyder, who owns the company.



          6             And at the County Board meeting, when they



          7        questioned Bob McCook, as the mayor of the



          8        Village of Cherry, because the solar farm would



          9        be too close to the boundaries of the village,



         10        he said that he went along with it because he's



         11        a buddy of Wes Gillan's.  And he never even



         12        brought it to the people of Cherry.  So there's



         13        a lot of -- I don't know, I can't say illegal



         14        things that have gone on with this, but there's



         15        a lot of things that, to me, have not been



         16        handled properly.



         17             So I just -- I respectfully ask that you



         18        once again vote to deny this permit because it's



         19        just affecting so many people and there's so



         20        many questions surrounding it yet that haven't



         21        been answered definitively.  You know, why



         22        should we -- why should we lose value just



         23        because one person wants to make a buck?



         24             That's it.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  There will be some



          2        questions, and I have one.



          3                        EXAMINATION



          4   BY MR. WELBERS:



          5   Q.   You touched on Mayor McCook, and you said that



          6        he said he had not asked the people of Cherry.



          7        Now, is that true?



          8   A.   We were told that by a Village Board member



          9        that it was never brought to their attention.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.  Connie, go ahead



         11        and ask that question on that subject also,



         12        because I know you have some firsthand



         13        knowledge.



         14                        EXAMINATION



         15   BY MS. STETSON:



         16   Q.   I was the one that confronted Mr. McCook; is



         17        that correct?



         18   A.   Yes, it is.



         19   Q.   And I asked him if he had contacted you guys in



         20        the area, within that mile and a half, because



         21        he has to sign a paper saying that it's okay to



         22        come within that mile and a half; is that



         23        correct?



         24   A.   Correct.
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          1   Q.   And what did -- and he stated that he did not?



          2   A.   That's correct.



          3   Q.   And he said, I didn't do anything against the



          4        law; is that correct?



          5   A.   That's correct.



          6   Q.   And I said, It's just common courtesy to have a



          7        meeting and let people know what's going on



          8        within the mile and a half?



          9   A.   That's correct.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Were you --



         11   Q.   (By Ms. Stetson:)  And I said, You're Wes



         12        Gillan's buddy?  And he agreed?



         13   A.   Correct.



         14             MR. WELBERS:  Were you at that meeting?



         15             MS. GILLAN:  No, I was not.



         16             MS. STETSON:  It's in the Board minutes.



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Any questions?



         18                        EXAMINATION



         19   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         20   Q.   Nanette, for the record, can you describe where



         21        your property is in relation to the proposed



         22        solar farm?



         23   A.   My farm -- my 60 acres butts right up to their



         24        40 acres.
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          1   Q.   On which side?



          2   A.   On the west side.



          3   Q.   On the east side?



          4   A.   East side.  East side.  I'm sorry, yes.



          5             MS. DONARSKI:  That's all right.  I just



          6        wanted that to be in the record.  Thank you.



          7             MR. WELBERS:  Go ahead.



          8             MR. PLUTA:  I'm going to lodge an



          9        objection.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  I know you are.



         11             MR. PLUTA:  The information about the



         12        mayor of Cherry is both hearsay and outside the



         13        scope of the hearing.



         14             MS. GILLAN:  No, it's not.  It's in the



         15        committee minutes.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  He's lodged an objection.



         17        It was outside the scope, and I went ahead and



         18        asked you because you introduced it.  So he can



         19        lay that objection there that I wasn't supposed



         20        to ask that, but I did and so --



         21             MR. PLUTA:  I understand.



         22             MR. WELBERS:  -- his objection is in the



         23        record, and that's good.  That's fine.  He's



         24        done what he has to.
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          1             Anyone else, questions for Nanette?



          2                      (No verbal response.)



          3             MR. WELBERS:  Board?



          4                      (No verbal response.)



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  That brings us -- go



          6        ahead.



          7                      (Interruption by audience.)



          8             MR. WELBERS:  That brings us to Wes.



          9             Would you like to come up and say your --



         10        anything else?



         11             MR. W. GILLAN:  No, I'll just let it go.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.



         13             MS. STREMLAU:  Can I speak?



         14             MR. WELBERS:  Yes, go ahead.  Come on up,



         15        Karen.



         16                       KAREN STREMLAU,



         17        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         18             MS. STREMLAU:  Karen Stremlau.



         19             MS. NEMETH:  Spell Stremlau, please.



         20             MS. STREMLAU:  S-T-R-E-M-L-A-U.  Address



         21        is 4013 East First Road, Mendota, Illinois,



         22        61342.



         23             Previous testimony has said that there's



         24        no glare from these panels, and I believed you
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          1        guys.  I was sold.  I thought, okay, there's no



          2        glare on these panels.  Until the other day,



          3        when I was driving to my son's house in



          4        Wisconsin.  We were between Lena and Warren,



          5        Illinois, on a ridge going over, up and down



          6        hills, and we came over a rise and there was a



          7        very intense glare.



          8             At first we didn't realize what it was.  I



          9        was with my husband.  Didn't realize what it



         10        was.  As we got further down the road, we came



         11        alongside of the facility, and it was very



         12        definitely a solar farm.  And the glare was



         13        intense.



         14             So I'm speaking to safety issues.



         15        Route 89 is a busy road, north and south.  You



         16        come over the rise -- from Cherry heading north,



         17        you come over a rise.  Those solar panels are



         18        going to be facing the road.  There is -- can I



         19        say definitely that there will be a glare?  No.



         20        But I can tell you that there could be a glare.



         21             And for it to be in that close of



         22        proximity to Route 89, which is known for



         23        horrendous accidents without the distraction of



         24        a solar farm and the glare, it increases safety
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          1        risk to the drivers on the road.



          2             Now, can I tell you what kind of panels



          3        those were?  No.  Can I tell you what company



          4        put them up?  No.  I can tell you where the



          5        solar farm is, because we drive by it when we go



          6        to my son's house.



          7             So previous -- it bothers me -- you made a



          8        very good point.  When you speak to something



          9        and you say, I have never seen that.  The guy



         10        who talked about solar panels and no glare, he



         11        said, I have never seen it.  Well, I'm sorry, he



         12        didn't address the fact that it can happen.  And



         13        I'm only speaking from personal experience,



         14        because I saw it.



         15             That's all I have got to say.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Let's see if there's



         17        any questions.  That's how it works, Karen.



         18             Kris, do you have any questions?



         19                        EXAMINATION



         20   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         21   Q.   And, Karen, do you own any property in this



         22        vicinity or your concern is just as a traveling



         23        -- member of the traveling public on Route 89?



         24   A.   No, I do own property in that area.
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          1   Q.   And where is it in relation to the solar farm?



          2   A.   It is southeast.



          3             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Thank you very much.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Karen, you might put into



          5        the record that your brother is John Romanelli.



          6             MS. STREMLAU:  My brother is John



          7        Romanelli.



          8             MS. DONARSKI:  Oh, okay.



          9             MS. STREMLAU:  Lori is my niece.  So yes,



         10        that is family property, part of my heritage



         11        that we all share in.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Anyone else have any



         13        questions for Karen?



         14                      (No verbal response.)



         15             MR. WELBERS:  Board?



         16                      (No verbal response.)



         17             MR. WELBERS:  Thank you, Karen.



         18             Any other witnesses?  Is there anyone else



         19        that would like to testify?



         20             Come forward.



         21                       CINDY BYERS,



         22        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         23             MS. NEMETH:  Please state your name and



         24        address for the record.
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          1             MS. BYERS:  Cindy Byers, B-Y-E-R-S,



          2        21149 Illinois Highway 89, Arlington, 61312.



          3             I'm going to kind of sound like the other



          4        lady, the last witness, but we just bought our



          5        property two years ago kind of as our retirement



          6        home.  It's built up on the hill, and I believe



          7        when they -- my sister built it, but she built



          8        it and kept in mind the views to the southwest



          9        that overlooks the creek that you spoke about



         10        and the sunsets and the land to the south,



         11        farmland, watch the corn grow.



         12             Will I sell it?  Probably not.  But I



         13        don't know that we would have bought it if we



         14        had known this was going to happen.



         15             I just -- that's it.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Anything else you want to



         17        say?



         18             MS. BYERS:  No.  You know, we talk about



         19        safety reasons and everything, we just don't



         20        want to look at it.  It's nothing against the



         21        Gillans.



         22             MR. WELBERS:  Kris, I'll let you clarify



         23        where she is in relation to that.



         24                        EXAMINATION
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          1   BY MS. DONARSKI:



          2   Q.   Cindy, can you explain how far away?



          3   A.   We're about 300 yards north.



          4   Q.   300 yards north?



          5   A.   (Nods head.)



          6   Q.   Okay.



          7   A.   Up on the hill, right -- it would be the first



          8        residence.



          9   Q.   You're on the east side --



         10   A.   I am on the east side.



         11   Q.   -- of Route 89?



         12             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  Thank you.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Questions of this witness?



         14             Colette.



         15             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         16                        EXAMINATION



         17   BY MS. SUTTON:



         18   Q.   Did you tell me that you do fall -- your home



         19        falls within the distance of less than a half a



         20        mile from the project, and from the data given



         21        that that could potentially affect your home by



         22        a reduction of 4 percent?



         23   A.   Yes.  We're less than a half a mile.



         24   Q.   You're less than half a mile.
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          1             MS. SUTTON:  Thank you.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions, Board?



          3                      (No verbal response.)



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Is there any other



          5        witnesses?  Anyone else that would like to



          6        testify tonight?



          7                      (No verbal response.)



          8             MR. WELBERS:  Kris, do we have something



          9        we need to read into the record tonight?



         10             MS. DONARSKI:  I do.  I have those, if you



         11        would like me to read those conditions again so



         12        that it's fresh in everyone's mind.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Let's do that, and then we



         14        will let Counsel do the closing argument, and I



         15        think we can close this out.



         16             I think our guard will give us a few extra



         17        minutes.  He and I go back a long ways.  He's



         18        not going to arrest me.



         19             MR. PLUTA:  In terms of order, if we have



         20        a rebuttal witness to answer some of the things



         21        that came up, should we do that before or after?



         22             MR. WELBERS:  Do we want to do that now?



         23             MR. SNYDER:  Yeah.  I'll just make it very



         24        quick.









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               212





          1             COURT REPORTER:  I can't remember, did I



          2        swear you in tonight?



          3             MR. SNYDER:  Yes, you did.



          4                       TROY SNYDER,



          5        having been previously duly sworn, testified as



          6        follows:



          7             MR. SNYDER:  Troy Snyder.



          8             Just wanted to be very quick, touching on



          9        a few of these things that were brought up, just



         10        really quick, just to touch on them.



         11             GreenKey Development versus GreenKey



         12        Solar.  The Applicant here is Cherry Creek --



         13        Cherry Solar.  It's registered to do business as



         14        GreenKey Development, who solely owns Cherry



         15        Solar, also registered to do business.



         16             An archaeological study, the archaeologist



         17        has been back out to the site, and I believe



         18        they did their study.  They did not find



         19        anything.  We submitted that to the State



         20        Historical Preservation Office for their



         21        concurrence.  I am not sure if we have that back



         22        yet, but we are doing that.



         23             On the drain tile issues, we monitor it



         24        throughout the year, for sure, but we also have
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          1        an executed AIMA with the State of Illinois that



          2        requires us to be responsible for the drain



          3        tiles and any damage to them through the life of



          4        the project.



          5             On the fence issue, the fence and all of



          6        our equipment is built according to local



          7        building code standards, as well as the National



          8        Electric Code, and those are there for safety



          9        reasons, to keep children out, and we build to



         10        -- what is safe and keep anything and anybody



         11        else out.



         12             Then just lastly on glare.  I'm not going



         13        to say you can't experience glare.  And I think



         14        you did experience glare in, like, a very finite



         15        setting where you can.  It's really simple



         16        geometry.  When you have an angle hitting the



         17        panel, it reflects, and you have to be at an



         18        elevated position at just the right time of day.



         19        And that -- the elevated position has to be --



         20        you have to be actually pretty elevated.  So if



         21        you're on a ridge above it, yeah, you



         22        theoretically could.



         23             But these are -- projects are built and



         24        developed at airports across the country.  I
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          1        have developed one on airport property.  No



          2        issues.  Indianapolis Airport has a project



          3        larger than this at their airport.



          4             So if I had it here, I could -- the FAA



          5        has guidance about glare and the reflective



          6        properties and how it relates to other surfaces



          7        that we find.  You know, these projects are made



          8        to absorb light, not reflect it.  So the



          9        properties are very minimal, and generally



         10        there's more glare that comes off of bare



         11        asphalt as you're driving down the road.



         12             So I'll keep it at that because we don't



         13        have much time.



         14             MR. WELBERS:  Any questions?



         15             MS. DONARSKI:  I have none.



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Colette, do you have a



         17        question?



         18             MS. SUTTON:  Colette Sutton.



         19                        EXAMINATION



         20   BY MS. SUTTON:



         21   Q.   Concerning your archaeological survey, is that



         22        returned to you?



         23   A.   Commonwealth did go back and they did a site



         24        walk and did a more -- onsite survey of the high
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          1        probability areas.



          2   Q.   And was that survey returned then to the Zoning



          3        Office?



          4   A.   It has not been returned to the Zoning Office.



          5        There hasn't been a reason for us to.



          6   Q.   Is that going to be returned to the office?



          7   A.   I don't know.  Ultimately, like, the State of



          8        Illinois requires us to get concurrence from the



          9        State Historical Preservation Office if there is



         10        any high probability areas.  So the State of



         11        Illinois has to sign off on it before we can do



         12        anything.



         13   Q.   So the company that initially did that said



         14        there were 13.6 acres that had a high likelihood



         15        of archaeological --



         16   A.   Yeah, those high probable areas are just



         17        digitally mapped.  They are all over the state.



         18        It just means -- all it's saying is, we have to



         19        look further.



         20             And actually, so we did our desktop study,



         21        and the desktop said, Hey, there's a high



         22        probability area.  That means now we have to go



         23        out onto the site and actually send an



         24        archeologist out to do a study.
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          1   Q.   So has it been done?



          2   A.   Yes, an archeologist has been out there.  They



          3        did not find anything.  I can't tell you right



          4        now whether or not the State has fully reviewed



          5        it.  They might have, maybe not, but I can't



          6        tell you right now.



          7   Q.   So you don't know if the State has it?  And the



          8        Zoning Board does not have it?



          9   A.   I am sure the State has it.  I just can't tell



         10        you if they finished their review or not.  We



         11        can't do anything until they sign off.



         12   Q.   Also, may I ask another question?  Can you



         13        provide more detail then concerning your



         14        language about the fence on your application



         15        that was sent to the Zoning Board?



         16   A.   In terms of the structure?



         17   Q.   No.  You're claiming that the fence doesn't



         18        belong to the facility.



         19   A.   I think we're talking about semantics.  It's



         20        all part of the project area.  We will have a



         21        fence.  It's on our leased area.  Whether you



         22        claim it as being outside of the facility,



         23        quote, or being part of the facility, we will



         24        have a fence.  It will be insured.
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          1   Q.   Who is maintaining the fence if it doesn't



          2        belong to the facility?



          3   A.   We will have an operations maintenance crew,



          4        most likely Ian.  And all of our leased area,



          5        both inside the fence and outside the fence,



          6        will be maintained.



          7   Q.   Will that be added to your application process



          8        then?



          9   A.   I don't believe that part is part of the



         10        application process.  We sort that out later,



         11        down the road.



         12             MR. PLUTA:  There's a legal term of art



         13        that may be helpful for me to explain, because



         14        it explains the facility term versus the



         15        project.



         16             MS. SUTTON:  Because the semantics thing



         17        is very important in liability insurance.



         18             MR. PLUTA:  So for facility, as it's used



         19        in the application, it relates back to how the



         20        term is defined under the statute that



         21        regulates, like, the zoning of solar facilities.



         22             And the term "facility" is specific to



         23        solar modules and associated parts of the



         24        modules.  And everything that's included in that
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          1        facility is, like, basically draw a circle



          2        around it, and then from there you measure the



          3        perimeter for purposes of setbacks.



          4             So the fence is not included in that



          5        definition of the facility, but that doesn't



          6        mean that the fence itself is not, like, built



          7        by the contractor and part of the project.  It



          8        just is not in that specific defined term.  It's



          9        one of the many cases that lawyers --



         10             MR. SNYDER:  Yeah, it's a semantics issue,



         11        but it is on our leased area.  We will be



         12        maintaining it.  We will be responsible for it,



         13        both inside and outside our fence, so long as



         14        it's on our leased area.



         15   Q.   (By Ms. Sutton:)  One of my concerns I believe



         16        when I presented was, the semantics are going to



         17        drive the company's problem in terms of



         18        liability.  Because it's semantics if you have



         19        it sitting there and it's not part of the



         20        facility's liability --



         21   A.   Insurance and how we insure our project is



         22        completely separate than the land use



         23        application.



         24             MR. GILLAN:  Nanette Gillan.
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          1                        EXAMINATION



          2   BY MS. GILLAN:



          3   Q.   I just want to ask one question.  So Ian



          4        Cardosi is a master electrician and he's going



          5        to take care of maintenance, is what you just



          6        said?



          7   A.   I --



          8             MR. CARDOSI:  Can I speak?



          9             MR. WELBERS:  He's the witness.  Let him



         10        answer the question.



         11   A.   There is an electrical component of the



         12        maintenance.  Ian also has some guys that work



         13        with him.



         14   Q.   (By Ms. Gillan:)  But the question was about a



         15        fence.  So he's going to do the maintenance for



         16        a fence?



         17   A.   Or he will find -- he'll be responsible for it.



         18        If it's out of his wheelhouse, he will find a



         19        local resource.



         20             MR. WELBERS:  Karen.



         21                        EXAMINATION



         22   BY MS. STREMLAU:



         23   Q.   Will you please restate your comment about the



         24        care of the tiles?  You were speaking to the
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          1        Board, and I couldn't hear what you were saying.



          2   A.   We still have a responsibility to care for the



          3        tiles.  If they are damaged by our project, we



          4        have to repair them and we're responsible.  That



          5        is signed in the Agricultural Mitigation Impact



          6        Act.



          7   Q.   So it's not going to be just a year that you're



          8        going to be responsible?



          9   A.   Correct.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Do you have something?



         11                        EXAMINATION



         12   BY MS. DONARSKI:



         13   Q.   Troy, I wanted to go back to your statement



         14        that the liability insurance has nothing to do



         15        with the facility, that that's a separate issue.



         16             The Bureau County Zoning Ordinance,



         17        Section 26 says:  The facility owner shall



         18        maintain a general -- current general liability



         19        policy covering bodily injury and property



         20        damage, with limits of at least $5 million per



         21        occurrence and $20 million in aggregate, during



         22        the construction and operation of the facility.



         23        The County and all it's affected township road



         24        districts and their respective agents, officers,
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          1        appointed and elected officials, volunteers and



          2        employees shall be listed as additional insureds



          3        in all certificates of insurance, insurance



          4        policies and endorsements of the general



          5        liability policy maintained by the facility



          6        owner, and any other type of insurance coverage



          7        of the facility owner that covers the



          8        construction and operation of the facility



          9        except for worker's compensation and



         10        professional liability insurance.  The



         11        contractors who construct and maintain the



         12        facility on behalf of the facility owner shall



         13        also list the county and all it's affected



         14        township road districts and the respective



         15        agents, officers, appointed and elected



         16        officials, volunteers and employees as



         17        additional insureds in all certificates of



         18        insurance, insurance policies and endorsements



         19        of the general liability policy maintained by



         20        the contractor and any other type of insurance



         21        coverage of the contractor, except for worker's



         22        compensation and professional liability



         23        insurance.  The facility shall file the original



         24        certificate of insurance with its application
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          1        for a building permit.  Corresponding policies



          2        and endorsements are to be provided to the



          3        Zoning Enforcing Officer within 60 days of



          4        issuance and at subsequent renewal at least



          5        annually thereafter.



          6             It goes on to talk about indemnification:



          7        The facility owner shall defend, indemnify and



          8        hold harmless the County and all its appointed



          9        and elected officials, employees, volunteers,



         10        attorneys and agents, collectively and



         11        individually, the indemnified parties, from and



         12        against any and all kinds of claims, demands,



         13        lawsuits, causes of action, damages, injuries



         14        cost, expenses and liabilities of any kind,



         15        including reasonable attorney fees, except for



         16        the intentional acts of such indemnified



         17        parties, such liabilities, together known as



         18        liabilities, arising out of or relating to the



         19        acts or omissions of the facility owner and/or



         20        its respective contractors, employees, or agents



         21        in the selection -- construction, operation and



         22        removal of the facility and affiliated



         23        equipment, including, without limitation, any



         24        liability for property damage or personal
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          1        injury, including illness or death, whether the



          2        liability is premised on the contract or on



          3        torte, including, without limitation, strict



          4        liability or negligence.  This general



          5        indemnification shall not be construed as



          6        limiting or qualifying the County's other



          7        indemnification rights available under the law.



          8   A.   We have no issue with that.



          9   Q.   Okay.



         10   A.   And when I was saying the insurance and



         11        semantics, we will insure every bit of the



         12        project, the facility, and then some, everything



         13        that's on our leased area.  Yeah, we pay for way



         14        too much insurance.



         15   Q.   I just wanted that to be clear for the record,



         16        when you said that was separate.



         17   A.   Yeah, no issue.  And by "separate," I mean



         18        more.



         19             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you.



         20             MR. WELBERS:  Devin.



         21             MR. SOLDATI:  Devin Soldati.



         22                        EXAMINATION



         23   BY MR. SOLDATI:



         24   Q.   So you said that you'll insure your property,
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          1        and if a tile breaks you'll repair the tile,



          2        correct?



          3   A.   I would have to get into the -- look at the



          4        AIMA and what our obligations are in terms of



          5        tile, but we are responsible.  Whether that's an



          6        insurance claim or a claim against us, that's



          7        our responsibility.



          8             If we have to have insurance for it under



          9        the Zoning Ordinance or the AIMA, we certainly



         10        will have insurance for it.



         11   Q.   So what about any associated damages from,



         12        let's say, a tile breaking?



         13   A.   Again, if we are required to have insurance by



         14        the Zoning Code or the AIMA, we will certainly



         15        have insurance for it.



         16   Q.   So associated damages that are not on your



         17        property that your actions have caused, will you



         18        be insuring that and reimbursing people that



         19        have been affected by this?



         20   A.   I would have to work through the specifics of



         21        the insurance with our insurance consultant.



         22        But if we are responsible for it, we would be



         23        paying that one way or the other.



         24             MR. WELBERS:  Lori?  Lori Fry.
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          1             MS. FRY:  Lori Fry.



          2                        EXAMINATION



          3   BY MS. FRY:



          4   Q.   If the tile breaks just because of, like, it



          5        gets old, I mean, things get old and break, so



          6        say 15 years from now a tile breaks in the



          7        middle of this project, who pays to find that



          8        problem once it gets to the point where it's our



          9        property?  Who pays to find the rest?



         10             And then also, I mean, it wouldn't be so-



         11        called damage from your putting it in.  It would



         12        be, like, maintenance.  Like, is that going to



         13        be covered too?



         14   A.   Again, if it's on our property, we would -- if



         15        we're made known from an impact down the line



         16        or, I guess, up the line, yeah, or whether we



         17        uncover it in our ongoing maintenance of the



         18        facility, like, we would work to rectify that.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Colette, you had one



         20        question?



         21             MS. SUTTON:  Yes.  Colette Sutton.



         22                        EXAMINATION



         23   BY MS. SUTTON:



         24   Q.   Question on your application.  Because on your
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          1        application concerning indemnification, your



          2        liability insurance is fine as liability goes.



          3        But in terms of indemnification, you said:  To



          4        the extent a court of competent jurisdiction



          5        decides that the indemnification language as a



          6        subsection is applicable to this application,



          7        the facility owner agrees to indemnify the



          8        County in accordance with this criterion.



          9             So are you expecting these folks here to



         10        have to go to court to get you to indemnify



         11        them?



         12   A.   No.  I'm saying if there's a court that says



         13        it's not our issue and we don't have to, then



         14        no.  But I --



         15   Q.   So is your corporation agreeing to indemnify



         16        all the classes that are in this --



         17   A.   We will agree to indemnify everybody per the



         18        Zoning Ordinance.



         19   Q.   For which Zoning Ordinance, the State or Bureau



         20        County?



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Ours.



         22   A.   Yeah, ours.



         23   Q.   (By Ms. Sutton:)  In your application you deny



         24        that.
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          1   A.   No, I am standing here saying we will agree to



          2        follow the Zoning Ordinance.  You can put it in



          3        a condition of approval, if you want, regarding



          4        any indemnification provisions.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Any other questions?



          6                      (No verbal response.)



          7             MR. WELBERS:  Anything else?



          8                      (No verbal response.)



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Thank you, Mr. Snyder.



         10             MR. SNYDER:  Thank you.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  Would you read those



         12        conditions into the record, please, Kris, as



         13        soon as you're done taking your notes?



         14             MS. DONARSKI:  While I'm up here, I'll



         15        just read from up here, if that is okay?



         16             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  That would be great.



         17             MS. DONARSKI:  These are the conditions



         18        for Cherry Solar 1, LLC, Conditional Use Permit:



         19             Number 1, The Conditional Uses, including



         20        the placement of all components of the proposed



         21        Cherry Solar 1, LLC, (CS1) electric generating



         22        facility approved by Bureau County, shall be



         23        constructed as set forth in the applications



         24        filed with Bureau County on January 18, 2024,
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          1        and shall comply with all requirements of the



          2        Bureau County Zoning Ordinance.



          3             2, All conservation practices, (such as



          4        grassed waterways, filter strips, terraces,



          5        grasslands) which are damaged by construction of



          6        the proposed solar power facility, including but



          7        not limited to access road construction,



          8        underground transmission cable installation, and



          9        heavy equipment shall be restored by the owner



         10        of the solar power facility to their



         11        pre-construction condition using original design



         12        specifications and vegetative cover.  Care



         13        should be taken to try to maintain the integrity



         14        of these practices for erosion control, flood



         15        control, and water quality.



         16             3, The owner of the solar power facility



         17        shall implement erosion control standards for



         18        all excavation activities to maintain water



         19        quality and minimize erosion impacts.



         20             4, The owner of the solar power facility



         21        shall enter into a Road Use Agreement with the



         22        governing road authority, unless the road



         23        authority provides a written waiver of this



         24        requirement.
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          1             5, The owner of the solar power facility



          2        shall enter into a decommissioning plan with the



          3        County to ensure that the facility is properly



          4        decommissioned upon end of project life or



          5        facility abandonment.



          6             6, The solar power facility shall be in



          7        compliance with all applicable County, state,



          8        and federal regulatory standards (including



          9        applicable building codes and electrical codes),



         10        FAA requirements, EPA regulations (hazardous



         11        waste, construction, stormwater, et cetera).



         12             7, The location of all proposed access



         13        points shall be identified and approved by the



         14        governing road authority prior to the granting



         15        of a building permit to accommodate road and/or



         16        drainage improvements within the existing and/or



         17        future right-of-way.



         18             8, The Petitioner, Owner and/or Operator



         19        of the solar power facility shall construct said



         20        solar power facility in substantial accordance



         21        with submitted Conditional Use Permit



         22        applications and all accompanying documents.



         23             Nothing contained herein shall be deemed



         24        to preclude the agricultural use of the balance
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          1        of the subject property not occupied by the



          2        solar power facility.  Said agricultural use



          3        will be considered as being the principal use of



          4        the subject property notwithstanding adoption of



          5        a Conditional Use Ordinance and the construction



          6        and operation of a solar power facility on a



          7        given lot or parcel of land, at locations



          8        approved by the County Board pursuant to



          9        Conditional Use approval on a Site Plan Map.



         10             9, Solid Waste.  All solid waste, whether



         11        generated from supplies, equipment, parts,



         12        packaging, or operation or maintenance of the



         13        facility, including old parts and equipment,



         14        shall be removed from the site immediately and



         15        disposed of in accordance with all federal,



         16        state and local laws.



         17             10, The owner of the solar power facility



         18        shall submit to the Bureau County Zoning



         19        Enforcement Officer, the jurisdictional fire



         20        district and the jurisdictional ambulance



         21        service, a copy of the solar power facility's



         22        site plan, Standard Operating Procedures and



         23        Standard Operating Guidelines for the solar



         24        power facility so that the local fire protection









                            In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)



                                   815.453.2260

�



                                                               231





          1        district and rescue units that have jurisdiction



          2        over the site may evaluate and coordinate their



          3        emergency response plans with the owner and/or



          4        operator of the solar power facility.  In



          5        addition, the owner of the solar power facility



          6        shall provide training for, and the necessary



          7        equipment to, local emergency response



          8        authorities and their personnel so that they can



          9        properly respond to a potential emergency at the



         10        solar project.  Nothing in this section shall



         11        alleviate the need to comply with all other



         12        applicable fire, life safety and/or emergency



         13        response laws and regulations.



         14             11, Additional Terms and Conditions.



         15             A, Technical submissions as defined in the



         16        Professional Engineering Practice Act of 1989



         17        and contained in the application filed for



         18        Conditional Use shall bear the seal of an



         19        Illinois professional engineer for the relevant



         20        discipline.



         21             B, The Conditional Use Permit granted to



         22        the Applicant shall bind and inure to the



         23        benefit of the Applicant, its successors and



         24        assigns.  If any provision of this Ordinance is
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          1        held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect



          2        any other provision of this Ordinance that can



          3        be given effect without the invalid provision



          4        and, to this end, the provisions in this



          5        Ordinance are severable.



          6             C, A violation of the terms and conditions



          7        herein shall constitute a violation of the



          8        Conditional Use granted herein and shall be



          9        grounds for revocation of the Conditional Use by



         10        the Zoning Enforcement Officer.



         11             D, The owner of the solar power facility



         12        shall supply written proof of an approved



         13        entrance, from the appropriate governing road



         14        authority to the Zoning Enforcement Officer



         15        prior to the issuance of any building permits



         16        for the proposed solar power facility.



         17             E, The owner of the solar power facility



         18        shall, at the owner's expense and in



         19        coordination with the County, develop a system



         20        for logging and investigating complaints related



         21        to the solar power facility.  The owner of the



         22        solar power facility shall resolve such



         23        complaints on a case-by-case basis and shall



         24        provide written confirmation to the Bureau
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          1        County Zoning Office.



          2             12, Floodplain Ordinance Compliance.  All



          3        parts of the solar power facility shall be in



          4        compliance with all requirements of the Bureau



          5        County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance



          6        (Floodplain Ordinance).



          7             13, All components of the proposed solar



          8        facility, including the perimeter fencing, shall



          9        meet the setback requirements as stated in



         10        Article 3.41-4 v.3 of the Bureau County Zoning



         11        Ordinance.



         12             Number 14, After the solar power facility



         13        is completed and operational, the owner of the



         14        solar power facility shall, at their expense,



         15        hire a third party, qualified professional, to



         16        complete a sound pressure analysis of the



         17        existing conditions to demonstrate compliance



         18        with Illinois Pollution Control Board



         19        Regulations.  This analysis will be completed



         20        and returned to the Zoning Enforcement Officer



         21        within 60 days.  All analyses and studies are



         22        subject to approval of the Zoning Enforcing



         23        Officer and are a matter of public record.



         24             And per Troy's last statement, we have to
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          1        come up with -- I'll have to come up with a new



          2        one that the owner -- that they would agree to



          3        meet the indemnification requirements per the



          4        Bureau County Zoning Ordinance.



          5             You're good with that, Troy?



          6             MR. SNYDER:  That is just fine.



          7             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  We'll come up with



          8        some wording -- official wording, because I had,



          9        like, 30 seconds to come up with that.



         10             So that will be 15.



         11             MR. WELBERS:  15 conditions.  Okay.



         12             MS. DONARSKI:  Thank you.



         13             MR. WELBERS:  Would you like to do your



         14        closing arguments, Counsel?



         15             MR. PLUTA:  Sure, and I will keep them



         16        brief.



         17             Thank you to everybody that attended this



         18        meeting, the last meeting and the meeting in



         19        February.  I know this is my first one here and



         20        I haven't had to sit here as long as you all



         21        have.  I appreciate you all being here.



         22             To circle back on the purpose of today's



         23        and last month's hearing.  In February, this



         24        Board voted to recommend denial of the Special
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          1        Use application based on a lack of live,



          2        informed witness testimony provided by the



          3        Developer or the neighbors relating to property



          4        values, health and safety concerns, sound



          5        concerns, and concerns for a child with autism



          6        who lives near the project.



          7             At that hearing, Cherry did not have --



          8        Cherry Solar, that is, did not have subject



          9        matter experts available to answer the specific



         10        concerns that the community put forward at the



         11        meeting.



         12             While I was not there, I understand from



         13        the transcript that your decision was based on a



         14        lack of expert testimony that would help you, as



         15        a Board, understand the issues and lay the



         16        testimony you heard from the lay witnesses who



         17        provided comment.



         18             The County Board reviewed your findings



         19        and remanded the application back here so that



         20        you could hear additional evidence on these



         21        discrete issues and present findings based on a



         22        more complete review of those issues.



         23             Over the past few hearings, you heard from



         24        four -- five expert witnesses on the open
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          1        issues.  Andrew Lines presented credible expert



          2        testimony, including that there was no evidence



          3        that solar developments have a negative impact



          4        on property values.  You have two pieces of



          5        written testimony -- or written evidence



          6        submitted by Mr. Lines.



          7             And if you only have time to read one



          8        portion of these documents, I suggest you focus



          9        on the first five pages of the report addendum.



         10        Those pages summarize the mountain of data that



         11        Mr. Lines collected, including interviews with



         12        over 75 county and township assessors, that led



         13        to the conclusion that there is no consistent



         14        negating impact on adjacent property based on



         15        proximity to solar farms.



         16             You then heard from Tad Hardy, who



         17        presented expert testimony on the subject of



         18        sound.  Mr. Hardy provided a sound study that



         19        sound emitted during the day would be inaudible



         20        to the residences neighboring the project, and



         21        at night no noise would be emitted at all



         22        because the project does not operate when the



         23        sun is down.



         24             Mr. Hardy also noted that the project is
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          1        designed to meet sound limitations established



          2        by the Illinois Pollution Control Board.  As you



          3        just heard, one of the conditions, if our



          4        application is granted, is that we would perform



          5        a sound study after operations began to confirm



          6        our previous study.



          7             As this Board is aware, under



          8        55 ILCS 5/5-12020(f), satisfying the Illinois



          9        Pollution Control Board criteria for noise



         10        satisfies the crit- -- satisfies the limit of



         11        what the County can require.



         12             Today you heard from Mr. Cardosi, a master



         13        electrician who testified that facilities do not



         14        cause health and safety concerns, even on solar



         15        systems placed on residences, health facilities



         16        and schools.



         17             You also heard from Mr. Szabo, a



         18        professional engineer, who testified that EMF



         19        emissions from solar facilities are well below



         20        any research-backed threshold for health and



         21        safety concerns, and well below many appliances



         22        and infrastructures that the community has lived



         23        with for decades.



         24             Finally, you heard from Mr. Wahls, a
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          1        medical doctor who provided expert testimony on



          2        why this project will not negatively impact the



          3        health of any neighbor, including children with



          4        autism.



          5             We heard from a number of concerned



          6        citizens, and we ask the Board to weigh their



          7        opinions expressed against the expert testimony



          8        we presented.



          9             No other contradictory expert witnesses



         10        have been presented with compelling evidence of



         11        fact evidence over the course of these two



         12        hearings.  And through cross-examination, I



         13        believe that our witnesses have instilled



         14        confidence in their respective findings.



         15             Three months ago I think this Board



         16        recommended denial of the application based on a



         17        lack of clear information, rather than the



         18        Applicant's failure on a discreet Ordinance



         19        requirement.  Now that the Board is armed with



         20        complete information provided by experts who



         21        have been here to answer your questions and



         22        questions from the community, the Board can now



         23        approach its recommendation with certainty.



         24             Now that the record is complete and
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          1        demonstrates compliance with all standards, we



          2        ask that you recommend approving this project.



          3        Thank you.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Thank you, sir.



          5             Is everyone else here satisfied that what



          6        you testified is the same as your closing



          7        arguments?  Because we can close this tonight,



          8        unless you would like -- I mean, he just



          9        summarized what they said.  You folks have all



         10        said what you had to say and probably any



         11        closing arguments would be redundant, but I want



         12        you all to agree that you're good.



         13                      (No verbal response.)



         14             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Everybody is good.



         15             So that brings it down to us to decide



         16        whether to recommend or non-recommend.  Our



         17        purpose here has just been laid out in the



         18        closing argument.  Yes, we denied in February



         19        for the reasons that -- exactly what you say.



         20        We didn't -- we couldn't conclude.  I introduced



         21        that motion.



         22             It's the area of the county closest to



         23        where you live, so I was the one to to go



         24        inspect.  Ultimately our -- kind of our
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          1        procedure here is, whoever it is that inspects



          2        the property is the one that introduces the



          3        motion, if they want to.  And so I did that.  I



          4        denied it for that reason, and four -- I think



          5        the vote was four to one, that they agreed with



          6        me.  So we did.



          7             Then the County Board said, Well, ask them



          8        for the information.  So here we have it.



          9             Yes, I agree, in your closing argument,



         10        that you have provided tremendous expert



         11        testimony and you have answered a lot of



         12        questions, but so have all the others.  They



         13        have also introduced a lot of information, all



         14        for the purpose of the County Board making the



         15        determination.  Because this is a Conditional



         16        Use and it is ultimately their vote, it's



         17        ultimately their choice.  It's up to us to



         18        create the public hearing and collect all the



         19        information for us that we have.



         20             I can't, in good conscience, change my



         21        non-recommendation on this particular case.  I



         22        am going to introduce the same motion, not



         23        because information hasn't been provided this



         24        time, because it has.
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          1             Dr. Wahls, I believe that you spoke



          2        sincerely and out of knowledge.  You're a great



          3        witness, and I enjoyed listening to you testify



          4        and I have learned a little bit from that.



          5             But, Rebecca, you're also an expert



          6        witness, and you have familiarity with the



          7        patient specifically.  And we know, from



          8        comments here, public comments, that every case



          9        is different.  Dr. Wahls has not met the



         10        patient, and you clearly have.



         11             And so I don't know what the right



         12        decision is.  And so again I will, here in just



         13        a minute, read a motion to still deny this for



         14        the reasons.  It needs a second, and then it



         15        needs a vote.  If there's no second to what I'm



         16        about to read, well then another member will



         17        make a vote and we'll see where that leads us.



         18             But there's one other thing that bothers



         19        me, and you may object to what I'm about to say,



         20        but I'm familiar with what Nanette testified to



         21        that really is off the record, and that's what



         22        Mayor McCook said.



         23             The Conditional Use that we approved, that



         24        I introduced the motion, is based on the request
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          1        from the communities.  This project could never



          2        have been considered if the community of



          3        Arlington or Cherry had said, No, I want the



          4        mile-and-a-half setback honored.



          5             Now, we had previously waived that



          6        mile-and-a-half setback for Princeton.  But



          7        there was public meetings there, and we knew



          8        that it was put before the Council, we knew what



          9        the vote was.  And so when we got the letter



         10        from the mayor saying, Yes, please waive it,



         11        well, we knew it was legitimate.



         12             But if Mayor McCook just unilaterally did



         13        it, then it wasn't done with proper procedure



         14        and it wasn't done with the availability for



         15        public comment from Cherry.  There's no ability



         16        for me to re-call that, but I would have



         17        introduced that motion wrongly.  I feel bad



         18        about that.



         19             So you can object to that when I'm done,



         20        if you would like to, because that is off the



         21        scope, but that's something that is clearly on



         22        my mind.



         23             Now, I am going to introduce a motion that



         24        I recommend that the Bureau County Board deny
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          1        the Conditional Use Permit to build and operate



          2        a 4.99-megawatt AC commercial solar energy



          3        facility for the purpose of generating electric



          4        power on a portion of the subject property.  The



          5        project will consist of solar panels, racking,



          6        foundation piles, inverters, overhead poles and



          7        lines.  The commercial solar energy facility



          8        will be enclosed by a perimeter fence.



          9             That's my motion, to decline this one.



         10        Now let's see if there's a second.



         11             MS. SMITH:  I'll second that motion.



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Shirley Ann Smith seconds



         13        that motion.



         14             Call the roll.



         15             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Jensen?



         16             MR. JENSEN:  Kris, if I vote yes, I'm in



         17        favor of the motion, correct?



         18             MS. DONARSKI:  Correct.  So if you vote



         19        yes, you are recommending denial.



         20             MR. JENSEN:  I wanted to make sure.



         21             Yes.



         22             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Stutzke?



         23             MR. STUTZKE:  No.



         24             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Forristall?
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          1             MR. FORRISTALL:  No.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Shirley was the second.  You



          3        didn't call for her roll.



          4             MS. NEMETH:  Oh, I'm sorry.



          5             Mrs. Smith?



          6             MS. SMITH:  Yes.



          7             MR. WELBERS:  And then me.



          8             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Welbers?



          9             MR. WELBERS:  Yes.



         10                      (By voice vote three ayes, two



         11                       nays.)



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Now, I do want to talk about



         13        this and make a motion on this, if I could, and



         14        that is these conditions.



         15             In the event that the Bureau County Board



         16        approves this project for development, I move



         17        that these 15 conditions be recommended to be



         18        part of their approval.



         19             Is there a second on that?



         20             MS. SMITH:  I'll second it.



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  You can call the roll



         22        on that.



         23             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Jensen?



         24             MR. JENSEN:  Yes.
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          1             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Stutzke?



          2             MR. STUTZKE:  Yes.



          3             MS. NEMETH:  Mrs. Smith?



          4             MS. SMITH:  Yes.



          5             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Forristall?



          6             MR. FORRISTALL:  Yes.



          7             MS. NEMETH:  Mr. Welbers?



          8             MR. WELBERS:  Yes.



          9                      (By voice vote five ayes.)



         10             MR. WELBERS:  Is there anything else you



         11        would like to say, Counselor?



         12             MR. PLUTA:  Yeah, Mr. Chair, I just need



         13        to lodge that objection, as you predicted, on



         14        the mayor of Cherry issue.



         15             I don't think it would -- doesn't sound



         16        like it's going to change the determination of



         17        the Board, but I need to lodge that.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  I understand.  I expected



         19        you to do that.  And you would be remiss if you



         20        didn't, because it is outside the scope that I



         21        was specifically told to do, but it troubles me



         22        very much.



         23             Is there anything else for tonight?



         24             MS. DONARSKI:  I have nothing else.
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  Is there a motion to adjourn



          2        our meeting tonight?



          3             MR. JENSEN:  Yup.



          4             MS. SMITH:  Second.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  All in favor.



          6                      (All those simultaneously



          7                       responded.)



          8                      (The hearing was concluded at



          9                       10:25 p.m.)



         10
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          1        Now on this 23rd day of May, A.D., 2024, I do



          2   signify that the foregoing testimony was given



          3   before the Bureau County Zoning Board of Appeals.



          4



          5
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          7

                             Barry Welbers, Chairman

          8
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         12

                             Kristine Donarski,

         13                  Zoning Enforcement Officer
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         18                  Certified Shorthand Reporter

                             Registered Professional Reporter

         19                  IL License No. 084-004489
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         20                  Dixon, Illinois  61021
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