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MR VABERS (kay. Ve can begin.
This is a special hearing of the Bureau
Gounty Zoni ng Board of Appeals. And our nenbers are
B Il Jensen, Mchael Sutzke, JimForristall, Troy
Quest. |I'mBarry Wl bers. GCecelia Neneth. Kristine
Donar ski, our Zoni ng Enforcenent dfi cer
| suspect it's Keith Gain representing the
Gounty Board; but Derek Wited fromthe Gounty Board
just cane in.
And this is Julie Schwarzbach, our court
reporter.
That's everybody, right?
M5, DONARSK :  (Noddi ng) .
MR VABERS (kay. And so what we have here is
a-- anapplication. Andit's kind of |ike you just
w tnessed on the other coomssion; | wll be reading a
fewthings into the record.
Qur applicant is Bartlett Gan Gonpany, L.P
It's Parcel Nb. 14-03-300-001 and 14-03-300-002. The
common | ocation is the south side of 1745 N Avenue east
of Illinois Foute 40 and railroad tracks. Thisis a
request first for rezoning fromAgriculture to M2.
The purpose is to build and operate a grain

transloading facility.
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And it's also a request for a conditional use
for agraintransloading facility that takes in grain,
stores it until needed, and loads it into conveyances
that take the grain where it is needed.

The proposed facility includes a 120-car rail
| oop, hoop buildings, grain bins, grain legs, grain
dryer, grain pits, conveyors, office facilities,
scal es, and scal e house. The present use is farniand.

Un-- well, I'lIl just read it. It's here.

This is the letter that was witten, | heard
read, but we'll read it again. It's to the Bureau
Gounty Zoni ng Board of Appeal s.

To Wiomit My oncern: Thank you for
notifying the residents whomthis proposed --
proposal would affect. Regrettably, | cannot
physically attend the special public hearing
schedul ed for Thursday, ctober 3rd, at 6 p.m |
serve our coomunity as the pastor of the Bunker HII
Church of Gd in Buda, Illinois; and | wll be
conducting the funeral service of a cherished
nenber, John Hand, on the sane date and tine. | ask
that this letter serve as a record of ny
opposition to this devel opnent plan. | amwiting

to fornmal |y express ny opposition to the proposed




© 00 N oo o0~ W N B

N N N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

devel opnent of the property held directly across
fromny ow, identified as Parcel Nunber -- or
Parcel |D 14-03-300-001 and 14-03- 300- 002.

Havi ng i nvested significant tine and
financial resources in devel opi ng ny farnhone
property, ny intention has al ways been to enjoy
and enhance the beauty and val ue of our community.
| amdeeply concerned that this proposed devel opnent
by Harry MQune and Bartlett Gain Gonpany w Il have
several negative consequences, including reduction
inresidential |and val ue.

A cormercial grain operation directly
across fromthe residential properties wuld |ikely
di mni sh the narket val ue of surroundi ng hones,

I ncl udi ng mne, which nany of us have invested in
for personal and community betternent.

Increase in traffic and safety risk.

I ncreased heavy traffic fromtrucks and equi pnent
woul d di srupt the quiet area and pose safety
hazar d.

Environnental light -- Environnental .

Li ght and noi se pol lution. Dust, light, noise,
and emssions fromthe devel opment woul d negati vel y

I npact the quality of life in our residentia and
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agricultural community.

Ateration of the | andscape and rural
character. The devel opnent woul d irreversibly
change the scenic rural atnosphere, detracting from
the natural beauty nany have worked to preserve.

| ask the Zoning Board carefully -- | ask
that the Zoning Board careful | y consider the inpact
of [sic] this devel opnent w Il have on the
community's residents economcally in terns of
safety, environnent, and overall quality of life.
This proposal nay be nore suited to other site
| ocati ons.

Thank you for your tine and consi derati on.
Chant ha and Susan Chhim

Dd | say that correctly?
MB. DONARSKI:  Umhmm
MR VHABERS (kay. Fomthe Bureau Gounty Soi l
and Water (onservation Dstrict. The Board of
Drectors sent this report summarizing this page as
pertinent to the zoni ng request.

Qul tural resource information. Udon
review of the historic 1875 plat nap, we found two
possible historic sites on the building site.

ol ogical resources. Hstorically, the
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sitewas a prine -- was a prairie |andscape. Ve
recommend planting a pollinator or native mx for
the ground cover where possible to inprove the

bi ol ogi cal resources on the site and [sic] protect
the soil. Qur office can provide seed mxes and a
nanagenent pl an upon request.

Wt | and and flood plane infornati on. The
siteis not wthin a 100-year flood plane, and there
are no wetlands present on or near the site.
Qonsultation wth the US Any Qorps of Engi neers
shoul d happen before finalization of work plans
and [sic] the project wll be in or near waters of
the Lhited Sates.

Erosion control. The building siteis
| ocated on gently to noderate sloping ground. Mst
of the soils on the site are at noderate risk of
erosion. Care should be taken to cover bare soi
during construction whenever possible. Gading
shoul d be kept to a mni num

Soils information. Mst of the soils on
the site are well-drained and [sic] noderately
wel | -drained and very limted when it cones to
shal | ow excavation. Additional building and

engi neering consi derations nay be needed in the
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| ocations that are sonewhat |imted when consi dering
shal | ow excavat i on.

Gonservation practices. |If there are soil
conservation practices that wll be danaged by the
activity on the site, those conservation practices
shall be restored to their pre-construction
condition as close as reasonably practicable in
accordance wth US DA and NRCS technical
st andar ds.

Al repair costs should be the
responsibility of the facility ower. This nay
I ncl ude fees, paying back annual paynents,
| i qui dat ed danmages for cancel ling the existing work
programcontract if there are plans to build on or
permanent |y renove frompractice.

Vork wth individual |andowers to
determne if practices were put inusing US DA
pr ogr am noney.

A MA Refer to the specifications
outlined in the Agricultural Inpact Mtigation
Agreenent wth the Illinois Departnent of
Agriculture for the mninumstandards applied to all
construction or deconstruction activities.

V¢ enphasi ze that construction activities
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shoul d not occur when nornal farmng operations,
such as plow ng, disking, planting, or harvesting,
cannot take pl ace due to weather conditions.

If an AMAis still needed, the
appropriate forns can be found on the Illinois
Departnent of Agriculture website.

The Illinois National Heritage Database
contains no record of Sate-listed threatened or
endangered species, Illinois Natural Area |Inventory
sites, dedicated Illinois nature preserves, or
registered land and water reserves in the vicinity of
this project |ocation.

The public notice is here.

The Bureau Vall ey Community Uhit School
Dstrict No. 340. The Dstrict has no objection to the
above appl i cati on.

Does that cover it all?

MB. DONARSKI :  (Noddi ng head) .
MR VABERS (kay. That's what | was to read
into the record.

And your wtness, the first wtness, wll
just basically have to do what you just did.

MR VEBSTER Thank you.
MR VEABERS It's a whol e new heari ng.




© 00 N oo o0~ W N B

N N N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

MR VEBSTER | understand. | understand.

THE GOURT REPCRTER  Does he need to be sworn?
MB. DONARSKI @ Yes.

THE QORT REPCRTER  Sir, 1'mgoing to swear you

in.
Sr, I'"'mgoing to swear you in.
MR VEBSTER | was just going to pass this out.
THE CORT REPCRTER  kay. 'l wait.
(M. Vebster tendering docunents.)
(M. Wbster sworn.)
M5 NEMETH State your nane and address for the
recor d.
MR VWBSTER M nane is Bill Veébster. 4841 st
QOth -- no, that's ny hone address. Forty -- |'ve got

to think about this. 4900 Man Sreet, Suite 1200,
Kansas dty, Mssouri, 64112, Bartlett Gain Conpany.
And I'mthe Mce President. O Projects.

MR VABERS & ahead and start in.

MR VEBSTER Thank you.

Bl LL WEBSTER
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as fol | ows:
D RECT TESTI MONY
MR VBSTER |'mnot sure -- | think nany of you

10
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were here. Soif | -- I'mgoing to repeat, and |
apol ogi ze in advance for -- if anybody needs to take a
break, |'Il understand.

I"'mwth Bartlett Gain Conpany.

Alittle bit about Bartlett Gain. V¢ are
based in Kansas Aty, Mssouri. V¢ ve been there since
1907. Hstorically, we were a hard wheat conpany,
which did not bring us to Illinois. But we were a
| ong-tine seat-hol der on the Kansas dty and Chi cago
Board of Trade. Qur predom nant business is flour
mlling and handling and the sal e of grain,
ner chandi sing of grain.

Wiat has changed over the years is the growh
of shuttle rail traffic and, in our case, the North
Anerican Free Trade Agreenent. W until the late ' 80s,
Mexi co was very hard to export grain to. The
conpany -- the country has doubl ed. They cannot
produce enough feed grains for their uses. And wth
NAFTA it created opportunities fromthe US to
Mexi co.

Bartlett, because of our |ocation, becane the
| argest shipper on what was the Kansas dty Sout hern
Railroad to Mexico. And the Kansas Aty Sout hern

bought one of the two Mexican railroads. So this

11
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created opportunities. Ve built rail shuttle receivers
in Mnterrey, Mxico dty, San Luis Potosi,
Aguascal i entes, many of the key ag regi ons.

And so we have grown over the years to becone
the largest rail exporter of feed grains fromthe U S
to Mexi co.

That led us to Illinois about 11 years ago.
As we sort of transitioned into a heavier mx of corn,
the Kansas Aty Southern asked us to | ook at building a
facility on their tracks in Mrgan Gounty, Illinois,
whi ch 1s Jacksonvil | e.

V¢ built that facility, which has expanded
over tine. Inflation has al so hel ped us. That
facility was about 25 mllion. Ten years |ater, a
sister facility of the sane di nensions and sizi ng and
land wll be about tw ce that.

But in this case, the Lhion Pacific Railroad
has the line that goes from-- actually, it's Nelson,
up on 1-88, down to Peoria. And that Iine would al |l ow
themto reach into this particul ar narket.

S we've looked at -- we've | ooked at the
counties on that line all the way dow to Peoria and
felt like Bureau Gounty was a |likely spot.

But as we further |ooked at the | and, as you

12
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go south, especially south of 1-80, where the -- where
the track is, one of two things happens: Ether the
track noves further anay fromthe highway -- | nean,

it -- it'sa--theral line was built 120-plus years
ago. And soif you're two or three mles off of 40 as
you head further south to Peoria, especially once you
get south of Buda, then it really doesn't work. And
the closer you are to the interstate.

And if you go north, you have sone of the
sane issues. Wen you go north of Manlius, the |ine
starts to go east of 40 in ways. So there are really
very few spots on this corridor, this Uhion Pacific
line, that would facilitate this construction that are
not inawtland. Ve found two, but one has pi pelines
init such that it would nake it very difficult.

And so that led us to this property. And the
letter that was read that said this is a Bartlett and
MQune property -- project, it's not. | nean, this was
totally out of the blue. And they are the property
ower. But thisis a Bartlett Gain project.

As we buildit, as we've said in the prior
neeting, the najority of the ground, sonething
approaching 70 percent, wll remain in agriculture. So

we -- we are hopeful that the current owner wll also

13
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continue to -- to farmit, but that is the extent of
the project per se. It's not ajoint venture. It's a
Bartlett Gain project. S0 --

And as | took notes, | just -- there are just
a coupl e of thoughts. You know, the person who
objected said that it would result in a reduction in
| and val ues. Qur experience where we've built thisis
that it has resulted in an increase in | and val ues
because it generally increases the basis of the grain.
And if sonebody can get a greater return on their
production, it doesn't tend to drive | and val ues down.

Now if the point is it drives down
residential values, in Jacksonville, Illinois, we have
two subdi visions adjacent; and we're ina-- in an
incorporated nunicipality. Ve aren't out in, you know
the countryside. And it has not had that effect.

But | understand why sonebody woul d not want
to have a facility, you know across the street from
them V@ are not across the street. The -- the track
Is -- isthere, and this wll be a loop inside of where
that track is. The facility itself wll be facing
1745; and where it faces, there are not residences
i edi ately across the street. There are farnsteads,

but they're not right on the property facing where this

14
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entrance and the grain elevator wll be.

From40 -- and we've got pictures in the book
and in a handout that show from40 at that point in the
property -- we do not -- the viewis such you re
basically looking at sone trees and then el evat ed
property. And what the vieww || be nuch of the year
Is whatever cropisinthe field.

SO it -- 1 guess the take-anay is we really
aren't changing the viewnaterially. It's not an
industrial site. It's a grain elevator on a corner
section that is onaroad that is a quarter of a mle
north of where that particul ar residence is.

S we hope that it's -- that it's not as it's
been descri bed; and we do not intend to have dust
I ssues or light issues. V@' ve never had any conpl ai nts
onit. And we' ve worked very closely with the
muni ci pality where our other Illinois facility is
| ocat ed.

S -- but our -- our prinmary objective here,
we Wil be getting a lot of trucks off the road. V¢
Wil be -- as we were asked earlier, our hours of
operation -- so we generally assune it's at |east 12
hours a day. Ve are not particularly seasonal, but

during harvest, we'll take nore grain at harvest; but

15
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we're buying grain year-round. And we intend to be
buying it fromfarners that have -- producers that have
on-farmstorage. And there is a fair anount of on-farm
storage in this part of Illinois, North Central
[1linois. Ve also buy it fromindependents and

commerci al operators, cooperatives. And in
Jacksonville it's half. In Mrgan Gunty. It's --

hal f of what we buy are fromother grain conpani es.

S it'snot -- it tends to | everage that
busi ness. And that's our objective.

Thisis -- as | say, thisis an ability to
create an export narket. In this nei ghborhood ri ght
now, export -- thereisn't afacility like this in
Bureau Gounty, but export is largely fromthe river.
And -- that is, we can put atrain-- we can |load a
trainin Central Illinois today, and in eight days that
can be delivered to a custoner in Mexico Aty. And if
you are on the water, you are subject to a different
set of issues. And when it's great, it's great. And
when it's not, it -- it doesn't work. And our
custoners want the grain -- they need it year-round.

And so that's howwe fit. And this is an
opportunity to extend that export reach into not just

Bureau Gounty, but if you drawa 50-mle circle, that's

16
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probably where it starts. And that's been our
experience two hours south of here on a different rail
|1 ne.

The Uhion Pacific is fully coomtted to this
project. And -- which has to happen for it to work.

VW have -- we want to thank the staff, the
Qounty, the Zoning Admnistrator and staff. Everyone
has been incredibly helpful in getting us the
infornmati on and the process that we need.

But interns of -- we go through sone of the
netrics in the books, so | won't read it to you, but it
Is 25 jobs. It's 50-mllion-plus, plus whatever the
rail roads and other inprovenents that happen to the
site in the western part of the county. And it's
sonet hi ng that we woul d propose to commence as qui ckly
as we can.

It iscritical that we get -- work wth | DT,
and -- and our engineers -- we work wth themall the
tine to nake sure -- and the Qounty -- that it does
work for Bureau Gounty, as well, to nake sure that we
are fully addressing the traffic concerns.

In terns -- when you spread this out over --
over 12 hours, you coul d be I ooking at 20 vehicles an

hour. |If we -- sone days |ess; sone days, harvest, it

17
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mght be a bit nore. But it hasn't proven to be an
I ssue at our other |ocations.

Sonebody said there are nore people in an
hour that go in and out of the MDonal ds than woul d be
going in and out of our property; and that's true, but
they're really not driving sem trucks. But we are
serious about creating storage opportunity for the
trucks, and we will be able to handle virtually all
trucks on our site as we build this. They' re not goi ng
to be out onthe road. So we can build a turn | ane,

w den the lane, inprove that corner, which is -- which
needs to be inproved. Not -- not just because of
Bartlett. V& would leave it, |I think, nuch safer than
it currently is, just because it's very narrow and ki nd
of built up on both sides of the property.

S that's the project. And that's why --
that's why we're here and | ooking at Bureau Gounty.

And it's driven by 1-80, Illinois 40, and the Uhion
Pacific Railroad, and the world-class corn production
that exists in this part of the state.

MR VHBERS In your earlier neeting you tal ked
about the nunber of trains. You said one train a week?
MR VBSTER Yeah. | believe that woul d be

right.

18
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MR VHABERS And you said --

MR VEBSTER WIlI, | nean, | don't know that we
woul d have 50 trains a year, | nean; but it could --
but | would say one train a week. It mght not be that
nany, but | think we woul d have to assune that.

MR VHEBERS You al so tal ked about that they
woul d be comng fromthe south. |'mnot trying to
testify for you.

MR VBSTER No. N, that's --

MR VABERS |I'mjust trying to get everything in
the record that you had there before.

MR VEBSTER VW did. And, in fact, | have one
ot her docunent .

MR VHABERS Seldomdo we get to listen to the
M anni ng Commssion. They usual ly neet on a different
night. It's usually not as redundant.

MR VBSTER | apologize. |'ll give you one of
these, as well.

This shows -- this has a coupl e of maps on
it. And on Page 2 of this handout, called Ste Traffic
Gonsiderations, there's a-- anmap. And that's US 40
on the left-hand side. And that yellow bar is where we
woul d build a frontage road to facilitate trucks comng

and getting off of 40. And that's |and that we woul d

19
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dedicate to this.

If -- if the Departnment of Transportation or
anot her governnent entity desires us to convey the | and
to them we would do so. VW're -- but we recogni ze
that needs to be devel oped.

And there are two arrows on there, two green
arrons. And that shows where the rail woul d cone in.
V¢ woul d cone in fromthe south and push around the
| oop, and then it woul d be pull ed out back down to the
south. So that -- that trainis generally not |ikely
to go over 1745 or up into Manlius. However, the
railroad mght have a train that they wanted to push
off of their east-west northern line. And if they did,
they woul d have to take it south and then push it back
up into the loop fromthe south. But we anticipate, in
talking wth their operations people, that the ngjority
of this equipnent is likely to come fromthe Peoria
site.

MR VHBERS (kay. Now the -- as they do that,
this train enters, there's not nuch velocity, |
presune. |s that --

MR VEBSTER No

MR VHBERS -- correct?

And not nmuch need to sound their horn,

20
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either? |s that so?

MR VEBSTER |'ve never heard themsound a horn
in Jacksonville. | nean, your office is there. |
don't --

MR VHABERS They do that at railroad crossings
and intersections except where they' re exenpted. But
they wouldn't do it here.

MR VEBSTER Not on the property. No. | nean,
the significance of the rail shuttle loader is that we
have to | oad a hundred-and-ten-car train in 15 hours.
And --

MR VHBERS Ffteen hours?

MR VEBSTER Ffteen hours. And so if you were
to drive by, the novenent of the train is inperceptible
because they're pulling the car through, loading it,
pul | ing another car through, loading it, pulling
anot her car t hrough.

VW can generally load those in nine to ten
hours. But | don't think it's going two mles an hour
on the property when it's novi ng.

MR VHABERS And then it |eaves.

MR VBSTER And then it's pulled back out down
the nain line, that's correct.

MR VABERS Oits way to Mexico.

21
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MR VBSTER Yes. Exactly.

MR VABERS (Xay.

M. VEBSTER And we don't -- these trains cone in
enpty. V& aren't back-hauling anything. V& bring them
back enpty. V& control the equi pnent general |y
year-round. Ve fill it; it's a straight shot; and it
general |y goes to one of our -- we do have ot her
custoners in Mexico, like Sabritas, which is Pepsi Q,
and sone other custoners; but basically it's going to
our shuttle train receivers, which are simlar
facilities, wth loop tracks, that wll receive the
entire train.

S it's not being broken up and conbi ned wth
other -- other rail shippers. These are 100 percent
corn trains that woul d conme fromBureau Gounty, go to
Mexi co, export narket, come back enpty, and do it
agai n.

MR VELBERS. (Nodding head).

Is there anything else you' d |like to say?

MR VBSTER |'d be glad to answer any questi ons.

MR VHABERS WIlIl, I'mconfident there's going to
be sone, but it's going to be alittle bit different
fromthe previous one. Frst, we start wth our Zoni ng

Enf orcenent Gificer; but then anyone here is wel cone to

22
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ask questi ons.

MR VWBSTER J course. O course.

CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MB. DONARXK :

Q Bill, have you been working wth I DOl on the
entrances and exit and the traffic fl owfromRoute 407?

A Yes. Bartlett and our engi neering firmhave
had conversations, including neetings on-site, to
assess the traffic issues.

And, again, Brian -- I'm-- 1 won't testify
for Brian Borgnman of Hutchi son Engi neering, but they're
In the process -- they have had di scussions and -- and
have net on-site, yes.

Q S all the -- everything having to do wth
entrances and exits fromRoute 40, that's all
controlled by IDOT; but you re working wth them Yes?

A Yeah, as it relates to --

Q Rght, as to you.
A. -- Illinois 40, yes.
Q Yes. (kay.

And what about the Townshi p road, about 17457
Are you -- wll you be working wth the Townshi p on
that ?

A (h, yeah, absol utely.
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Q (kay. And then a question -- ny next
guestion is: Are you going to be planting any kind of
ground cover? | know Soil and Vdter had concerns about
the ground cover. Wat are your plans for that wthin
the rail loop? Is that going to be where the corn or
the farmng is?

A Yeah. Yeah

Q | nsi de?

A And | recogni ze the Sate soil and water
gui del i nes on ground cover. Frequently -- | used to
represent one of those Sate agencies. Frequently,
that is when you are converting sonething fromthis
type of use to an industrial use or a nanufacturing use
or even a subdi vi si on.

Here, 70 percent of this property is going to
renain in the exact sane use.

Q Ckay.

A And so we w il generally plant the corners on
the outsides, the inside of the loop. So that's not
goi ng to change.

Q Ckay.

A Absolutely not. But will we put in sone --
I f we need ground cover or whatever to conply wth soil

and water requirenents, of course we'll do so.
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Q Sure.

Now, wi Il you have an erosion control plan
during construction then?

A Yes.

Q Yes. (kay.

And you' Il have all of your permts fromthe
Sate of Illinois, as far as drainage and all of that.

A Yeah. V@ -- we are -- we have certain types
of construction permts, water permts; and we have
specific air permts. Thisis not a-- this type of
grain elevator, we have lots of dust controls built
intothe facility. It doesn't tend to trigger
thresholds on air permts, but we do have to file wth
the Sate, including the Departnent of Agriculture.

Q (kay. And do you understand that if you' re
going to put restroomfacilities, you' |l have to get
permts fromthe Bureau Gounty Heal th Departnent for
your restroons and wel | s?

A Absol ut el y.

Q Ckay.

A And we did have that -- we had that
conversation. And I'mnot sure whether it's septic
tank or you're on a different system [|'massumng

it's septic there, but | don't know
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Q (kay. And then what are the existing | and
uses in the imedi ate vicinity around this property?
Is it nostly agriculture? QO what -- what kind of [and
uses are right there in the area?

A Mbstly farm ng.

Q Ckay.

A But there are sone conmercial agriculture
operations. A hog operation, seed. | knowthere's
a large P oneer seed operation. And then a mle and a
hal f south, on the corner, there was a -- there was a
notel once upon a tine and an antiques store. And |I'm

not sure what's south of 80.

Q Ckay.
And then --
A And a canpground, |'mtold.
Q Ckay.
A Two or three mles to the west.
Q And then how cl ose do you think this facility

wll be to the nearest hone?

A Hilf a mle?

Q Ckay.

A But 1'mcertainly -- that's fromaerial s and
just driving around. There nay be property owners that

are closer than that.
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Q Unhmm  Ckay.

And then what would be a tine --

A By the facility -- excuse ne -- do you nean
the property itself or the actual grain elevators --

Q The actual grain elevators and house and t hat
sort of thing.

A | -- 1 believeit's ahalf amle, but --
your office provided us wth a list of property owners,
but nost of those appear to be farns. Farnand.

Q (kay. And what woul d be the tinefrane for
construction of the proposed facility if it's approved?

A, Twel ve nont hs.

Q Ckay.

A | deal | y.

M. DONARKI: (Ckay. That's all ny questions.
Thank you.

MR VABERS MNow | expect that there are fol ks
here that -- hold on. No, you re not done.

MR VEBSTER (kay.

MR VABERS Wo wll want to ask questions,
also. And sothisisthetinetodothat. And we'll
take themone at a tine.

This is the tine to ask the w tness questi ons

pertaining to this devel opment that woul d hel p you
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understand what's going to go on. |f you
have testinony, you have an opi nion you want to
express, you' Il have your tine for that, too. But
right nowit's -- it's questions of -- of this wtness.
And so who would i ke to ask first?

MR MHNESM TH  (Rai sing hand).

MR VHBERS Sate your nane for the court
reporter.

MR MAHNESM TH  Jake Mahnesmit h.

CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MR MAHNESM TH

Q The turn lanes are going to be -- you're
going to put a left and a right on Route 40?

A The -- the draw ngs that our engineers --
engi neering firns have provided us showthree -- three
| anes.

Q Oh Route 40. Not --

A O --

Q -- on 1745. Route 40 is going to be the
probl em

A Vel --

Q VW' ve al ready had one death down the road
down there, so --

A V¢ woul d create a -- the | ane between the --
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Q You're going to put a turn |ane on your
property?

A The -- comng fromthe south, on the east

side of 40 --
Q Yeah.
A -- fromthe west side of the railroad tracks,

we are dedicating land to put a lane in there that
woul d becone a turn lane in the property. So --

Q But that's where you re going to take the
t rucks.

A VWll, it's the entrance. That's the traffic.
The traffic that we would create --

Q But the trucks woul d then get back out on
1745.

A That's -- of course they do.

Q They' re comng fromyour property there onto
1745? Q back onto 40 --

A ND.
Q -- and then --
A No, they woul d be comng onto 1745.

Q Ckay.

MR VA BERS Just to clarify, inthe future, if a
question is asked of you that you aren't the best

person to answer and that your engineer is better,
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wel |, then you woul d just decline to answer the
guestion and defer it to when he's here.

MR MAHNESMTH M apol ogi es for asking him--

MR VABERS And you have to do it all one at a
tine. The court reporter can only --

MR VEBSTER Agreed.

MR VABERS Julie can do one conversation at a
tine. And Gillie' s usually -- and she's a real good
sport when things get out of hand. But | don't know
Julie mght not tolerate it. So we have to be careful.

S you' re good?

MR MAHNESMTH  Yeah.

MR VELBERS. Next questi on.

Anyone el se with questions of this wtness?
If not, we'll -- we'll go on.

MR BQIN (Raising hand).

MR VHBERS Yes, sir. Sate your nane for
the --

MR BAIN Any nane is Roger Bolin. And ny
address is 9191 1000 North Avenue, in Buda, whichis
south of town.

CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR BQLIN
Q M. Whbster, did | understand you to say
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you' re going to have about three or three and a hal f
mllion bushel s of storage capacity?

A That's the initial plan, yes.

Q Al right. | take it that's going to be in
sone steel bins and/or concrete facilities?

A Goncrete and steel .

Q And you have a -- in your Jacksonville
facility, you have a coverall or a hoop-style buil di ng?

A Vél |, that was concrete and steel, and we
added one of the vacant buil dings about 2016, and then
we added anot her one about 2019. So it's a
conbi nation. But initially here we would start wth
concrete and steel .

Q Do you know what percentage i s concrete and
what percentage i s steel ?

A | don't. | don't. | -- the concrete is the
head house conpl ex and the tunnel s and t he basenent and
all of that. But interns of actual storage, |'d say
it's 65 to 70 percent steel. | believe those are (3
bi ns.

Q And | want to followup alittle bit on what
M. Mihnesmth was tal ki ng about .

Traffic comng fromthe south, which you

anticipate to be the greater percentage of traffic,
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wll enter at the south end of your property; and that
woul d be a right-hand turn for those trucks.

A Yes.

Q They' d be turning to the east.

A If they are going fromthe south, headi ng
nort hbound on I11inois 40?

Q Yes, sir.

A Yes.

Q And then they' Il go onto your soon-to-be
constructed --

A H ght.

Q -- road.

And then they will exit onto the Township
road on the north, which you re referring to is 1745.

A O the north side of the subject property.
Q Yes.

Ckay. Now that southbound traffic that's
comng fromthe north, you anticipate they are going to
exit 40 onto the Townshi p road.

A Yes.

Q They won't go down to your entrance at the
sout h end.

A They coul d.

Q Ckay.
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A It just -- it depends on -- on whether there
isaline or not. You know nost tinmes we don't
anticipate there would be a line, but they certainly
could if they thought that was easier than naki ng a
left turn.

Q So those trucks woul d make -- woul d then have
a left-hand turn, again turning east, would be on the
Townshi p road again, and then into your facility.

A Yes.

Q S0 you woul d have trucks entering and exiting
on the north side of the property onto the Township
r oad.

A That's correct.

Q (kay. So everything exits off -- onto the
Townshi p road.

A Ot o 40.

Q VI, if --

A Yeah, on -- by way of 1745.

Q Rght. Rght.

Those trucks, presunably, as they exit your
property -- they nmay turn to the west and get back on
40, or they nmay go east. Because you' re going to get
traffic fromthe east on that Townshi p road.

A It coul d.
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Q (kay. How rmany trucks a day did you say,
roughl y?

A Wen we start, we're anticipating 225 to 300
a day.

Q And that's -- you' re taking trucks in, what,
five, five and a half days a week?
General |y, except during harvest.
SO one -- one unit train a week, roughly?

440, 000 bushel s, plus or mnus, of corn.

o > O P

(kay. At 52 weeks a year, that's -- that
works out to 23 mllion bushels a year.

A (Noddi ng head). That sounds right.

Q And you have three and a half mllion bushel s
stored.

A Jacksonville is 50.

Q (kay. You're noving a lot of grain all the
tine then because you can store three and a hal f
mllion, but you re noving 23 mllion a year.

A That's correct.
Ckay.
That's the nat h.
Seens to be.

It only works wth the railroad.

o > O > O

You nentioned you thought the nearest
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resi dence was a half mle away.

A VI, | -- | defer tothelocal -- I -- mne
is anecdotal. |'ve driven around. | knowthere's a
house on the west side of 40. And --

Q R ght across fromyour -- right across from
the projected property.

A Fromthe subj ect property.

Q Yes, Sir.

A Yeah, not the -- yes. Facing the current
track, yeah. And woods.

Q Vel |, his house is right there al ong 40.
nh 40, vyes.
Yes.
About hal fway between 1700 and 1745.
Pretty cl ose.
Yeah.

o >» O > O P

The owner of that house is the author of the
first letter.

A H ght.

Q (kay. Have you net wth hin?

A | have not.

MR BAIN Al right. Thank you.

MR VHBERS Do we have any other --
Nope. Just wait.
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Any ot her questions? Anybody else like to --
(Audi ence nenbers rai sing hands.)
MR VHBERS V¢ have a couple nore of them
You'll have to -- okay.
MR NDNE |I'mRchard Nodine. ['mprobably --
(Gourt reporter interjecting.)
MR NIDNE |'mgoing to agree wth Mahnesmt h.
This is not a good deal. It's not going to increase
the value of ny property.
The bi ggest --
MR VA BERS Wat you need to do here is ask a
guestion of this wtness.
MR NDNE There's going to be traffic north and
south, east and west --
Mb. DONARSKI:  He's not asking a question.
MR VHABERS That's what | just said.
(M. Nodine continuing to speak
I naudi bl y and si nul t aneousl y. )
MR VHABERS Sr -- sir --
(Gourt reporter interjecting.)
MR VHABERS This is to ask questions if you need
to know sonething fromhim You re wel cone to cone up
at acertaintine and state your testinony.

MR NI NE M biggest concernis the traffic --
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(Gourt reporter interjecting and
M. Nodi ne continuing to speak
I naudi bl y and si mul t aneousl y.)
THE GORT REPCRTER  H's not on the record.
MR VHABERS | understand. It's not a question,

anyway.
MR BRUWEL: (Raising hand).
MR VEBERS Do you have a question?
MR BRUMEL: | just wondered --
MR VHABERS Sate your nane, please, for the --
MR BRUME.. h, okay. R chard Brumel .

CRCES- EXAM NATI QN
BY MR BRUWEL:

Q | just wondered if you explored the --
because you' re saying $50 mllion to build this, | just
wondered i f you expl ored buyi ng that [inaudi bl €]
facility that's already on arail. To -- that's
already a facility.

A Wiat rail is it on?

Q I[t's onthisrail, upin Normandy. Is it
not ?

UN DENTI FI ED ALDENCE MEMBER  It's on Lhion
Paci fic, yeah.

MR VBSTER | don't think it's this particul ar
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branch, but --
|"ve | ooked at -- |'ve |ooked at facilities

on the BN up there, nost of their shuttle facilities up
there on the Burlington Northern; but, no, we haven't.
V¢ haven't.

MR VELBERS. Any other questions?

THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS.  (Nb response) .

MR VEBERS Anyone else wth a question of this
W t ness?

THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS (Nb response).

MR VHBERS Does the Board have a question of
this wtness?

MR JENSEN | have a coupl e.

MR VABERS Al right, Bll.

CRCSS EXAM NATI QN

BY MR JENSEN

Q There was tal k about possible truck traffic
fromthe north headed south, turning onto 1745. Wat's
your -- what's your idea for aturnlane for -- or are
you just going to | eave things the way they are?

A ["mgoing to have to defer that to the
engi neer.

Q The frontage road.

A Yes, sSir.
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Q Rght inthe mddle of that is swanp. Wat
are you going to do about it?

A V|, again, I'mgoing to defer to the
engineer. V¢ -- we're not -- |'mnot arguing wth you.
["'mjust saying, I'm-- as we have looked at it, it
doesn't show up on any of the wetland naps, state naps,
or federal maps. But | believe you.

Q It's on Google Maps. You can see it.

A A swvanp? Ckay. Vell, I'lIl defer to the
engi neer because they're the ones doing the design on
t hat road.

Q It's not very oftenit's dry.

MR VEBERS Anything el se?

CRCES- EXAM NATI QN
BY MR QUEST:

Q Wien you have trains comng in, there's
tracks that cross both of the Township roads; is that
correct?

A Yes. That track goes -- yeah, all the way
from88 to Peoria, it crosses a nunber of Township
roads, including 1700, if that's the one you're
referring to.

Q Sure.

A Yeah.
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Q Wien the trains are comng in, is there going
to be any length of tine where those roads wll be
bl ocked for fol ks who nay live there? Q in the event
of an energency -- fire, anything like that -- wl|
those roads be bl ocked for any length of tine?

A. As | think | nentioned, because of how the
trains are comng in, it's highly unlikely that they'Il
be comng fromthe north. They'll be comng fromthe
south. So that wouldn't be 1745. It coul d happen, but
If we're tal king about once a week, and it's com ng
fromthe south, | don't think it's inplicating 1745.
1700, yeah, it woul d take whatever anount of tine, if
it's once a week, for atrain to cross that
I nt ersecti on.

And |'msure there are other intersections
all the way sout h.

Q | guess ny question was: Wuld it be -- |
nean, if the train is passing through, that's one
thing; but if it's going to be -- you have a -- in that
circle that the train would be on --

A (h, yeah. No, the train --

Q -- the property, the trainis not going to be
sitting blocking that road for an hour.

A Wen | talked tothe railroad, | think the
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train has pretty good speed limts there. | -- for
sone reason, | think it's [ike 45 mles an hour that
they can go. But when they cone on -- they'll push the
whol e train onto our property. And it's | oaded on our
property. There -- at notine is it being | oaded while
any part of the train would be bl ocking a public road
or public property.

Q Al right.

A Matter of fact, that's the requirenent, is
they push it in; then we take it over. ¢ have a
swtch engine. V& have to load it. And then they pul |
it out.

It's a great question.

MR VEBERS. Anyone el se?

THE BOARD MEMBERS.  (Nb response).

MR VABERS Sr, you can sit down now

MR VEBSTER Thank you.

(M. Wbster excused.)
(M. Borgnan approachi ng and sworn.)

M. NEMETH S ate your nane and address agai n for
the record, please.

MR BORGVAN Brian Borgnan, B-o-r-g-ma-n. Wth
Hut chi son Engi neering. 1801 Vst Lafayette Avenue,

Jacksonville, Illinois, 62650.
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MR VABERS (& ahead wth your testinony, sir.
BR AN BORGVAN
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as fol | ows:
D RECT TESTI MONY
MR BORGVAN As it relates to the roadway
| nprovenents, on the Township road on the north, we
woul d be looking to inprove it, wth the entire limts
of the property, wth new concrete pavenent, probably
36-foot w de, probably 10 inches of concrete or 11
i nches of concrete, on six inches of rock.

The i nprovenents to 40 are still being
I nvestigated and coordinated wth IDOl. There was a
guestion earlier about a turn lane. Fomthe north,
we're looking at aleft turn lane off of 40 onto 1745.
Fromthe south, either at -- at 1745 or at the entrance
onto the storage lane, the traffic nunbers wll dictate
whether or not IDOT criteria says we need to include a
turn | ane.

For the intersection at 1745 and Route 40,
our prelimnary study shows that we'll have a left turn
| ane for traffic heading east -- west, turning south,
so that then any right-hand turners, peopl e goi ng

straight across, would not be -- have to wait for a
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vehicle waiting to turn | eft back onto 40 sout hbound.

| don't knowif B Il nentioned or not, but we
probably are | ooki ng at about -- storage of 30-ish
trucks at the facility. A that facility we'll have
three lanes there. Wth another 25 or 30, potentially
nore, depending on the length of the storage, going in
between 40 and the railroad tracks.

That's all | have. |'mready for questions.

MR VABERS W'I| start wth our Zoning
Enf orcenent Gfi cer.

CRCES- EXAM NATI ON
BY MB. DONARXK :

Q The -- | think soneone else -- B Il had
nenti oned sonet hing about |ike kind of a swanpy area
where you' re planning that storage road, that frontage
road. Can you address that?

A | don't have the survey yet. | think | can
see the area he's talking about on the aerial. | don't
have the survey yet to determne exactly what the
el evations | ook |ike there.

Inour initial investigation, it did not show
up as a wetland. So there wouldn't be any
environnental issues wth that. Ve would just have to

|l ook at the soils and the el evations and a way to
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convey drai nage across there to nake sure the road we
build for truck storage woul d be above that and that
we're not trapping any water -- that's not bei ng
trapped now -- but we convey drainage to where it needs
to go.

There's a potential that we could help dry
that area out, so to speak, wth sone of our
| nprovenents. But until we have the survey conpl ete, |
can't speak to the specific nature of the inprovenents
we'd be looking at in that area.

Q But what ever you woul d do would neet all the
[1linois drai nage | an?

A Absol ut el y.

Q Ckay.

A Yes. And since that's adjacent to | DOT
right-of-way, they'd be involved in that and woul d have
to approve anything we did on that.

M. DONARKI: (kay. That's all | have. Thank
you.

MR VABERS (kay. Wwo would like to ask the
engi neer questi ons?

MR BRUMWEL: (Raising hand).

MR VHBERS Sate your nane once again.

MR BRUMWEL: R chard Brummel .
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Wy are --

(Gourt reporter interjecting.)

MR BRUMWEL: R chard Brumel.

CRCES- EXAM NATI QN
BY MR BRUWEL:

Q Wiat's the biggest hold-up wth 1700? That's
alot-less-traffic road and, | would think, alittle
bit safer.

A | think that the layout of the site is better
suited to 1745. Ve haven't really investigated 1700.
There is a gas line that runs across the property down
there, which would force things kind of alittle
further north.

Honestly, we didn't ook into that too nuch.
This was the -- kind of the conceptual plan that was
provided to us by Bartlett.

You know the proximty of that gas line is
probabl y the bi ggest hang-up because we don't want to
be crossing that gas [ine wth our facilities. That
creates lots of probl ens.

The [ayout we've got nowis actually pushed
further north than we would like to, to naxi mze the
anount of tracks to get conpletely off of the easenent

that that gas line is on.
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Q Gas line. (kay.
Un | guess that's the only question | have

for you.

MR VHABERS Do you have other questions? Anyone
el se wth a question of the engi neer?

MR WHATED (Raising hand).

MR VHEBERS  Derek?

MR WHTED Derek Wited. Derek Wiited.

CRCSS EXAM NATI QN

BY MR VH TED

Q | -- 1 mght have mssed it. | cane in here
alittle bit later than everybody el se.

How nany acres is this property on -- or this

proj ect on?
A It's a hundred and fifty-six? FHfty-five?
Q | was just curious.

MR VHABERS Any others questions for the
engi neer ?

M. MAHNESM TH  (Rai si ng hand).

MR VEBERS Sate your nane.

M. MAHNESM TH  Madel yn Mahnesmt h.

CRCES- EXAM NATI QN

BY M5 MAHNESM TH

Q What's your light pollution going to | ook
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| i ke? How nuch excess outdoor light wll there be,
| i ke year -round?

A That's actually a site question. | don't
nean to defer. Vé're -- we're in charge of preparing
the site, getting the dirt ready, doing the roadway
| npr ovenent s.

To ny know edge, there's not a lot of |ight.
It's not an industrial site |like you see wth factories
or anything like that. There's localized lights at
the -- at the dunp facility and where the buil dings are
at the north end. There won't be any lights, to ny
know edge, around the track at all.

M. MAHNESM TH  Thank you.

MR VELBERS Anyone el se wth questions?

THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS.  (Nb response) .

MR VHELBERS Does the Board have questions?

THE BOARD MEMBERS.  (Nb response).

MR VEBERS (kay.

MR BCORGVAN Thank you.

(M. Borgnan excused.)

MR VA BERS Do you have any other w tnesses?

MR VEBSTER No, sir.

MR VHABERS kay. So you're -- you have

present ed your case.
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So let's see what --
M. DONARKI: Can | ask one question?
Wre you going to submt those other two naps
as evidence to the -- the big maps? |'mjust asking.
MR BORAQVAN  These here?
Mb. DONARSKI:  Yes.
MR BORGVAN Sure. Yeah. Absolutely.
M. DONARKI:  (Ckay. |f we have copies, we can
give themto the Board Menbers.
MR VHABERS (kay. The applicant has rested.
Ad so nowit's tine for all these fol ks who have said
they'd like to testify.
M. MQine, you said you'd like to testify.
Voul d you |ike to cone forward and do so?
(M. MQine sworn.)
M. NEMETH State your nane and address for the
record, please.
MR MONE Harry MQune, 7133 2300 North Avenue,
Vel nut .
HARRY MQUNE,
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as fol | ows:
D RECT TESTI MONY
MR MONE S0 every -- | know everyone here is
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concerned about the safety of the site. And | just
want to bring to light that when | purchased this
property, there was a lot of inprovenent that needed to
be done to the land there and stuff that hadn't really
been taken care of, things like that. And while I was
doing that, | had several residents that had approached
ne and said, "Hey, are you going to take that hill out?
Because |'ve pulled up there in ny car, and a sem cane
off of Route 40 and couldn't see ny car and nearly hit

ne. | said, "Véll, that's not really ny job as a
farner, you know to take that |and down and nake that
corner better."

So after probably six people said this to ne,
| felt conpelled to go over to | DO here outsi de of
Princeton, or whatever you call that facility, and I
appr oached t hemabout concerned citizens that wanted
that hill leveled off and cleared way to take away that
| ack- of - si ght i ssue.

Vel |, that fell on deaf ears. (kay? Nobody
cared. But |'ve thought, for ny own safety -- |
thought, what -- or sanity, whatever. Wat if soneone
| knewgot killed and | didn't do ny due diligence to

try to bring that to their attention? Wiich no one

cared. Sothat was the end of it.
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And al ong cane Bartlett, which | call this --
and | call it the sane for ne, as | do for Bureau
Qounty. | call it simlar to a strike of |ightning.
Because that's about what you're | ooking at here, the
odds of getting struck by |ightning and havi ng t hese
guys comng here and wanting to build a grain facility.
Because it's going to add 30 jobs. Al these types of
things are going to be good.

And we know that there's risks. Any tine you
go out the door there's risks. You mght get hit on
the highway. Wiatever. These guys are doi ng an
excel lent job of mtigating that risk down for the
comuni ty.

And | spoke with the engineers; and | said,
"When you guys get here, please, the first thing you
do, take that |ack-of-sight issue out because you' re
going to have construction traffic that's going to be
comng in and out of there. You know nore so than
there already is. So take that out first so nobody
gets injured.”

They assured ne that's what they woul d do.

S beyond that, throughout, you know | ust
talking to different people in the grain industry, |

happened to coincidental |y run into peopl e that know
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Bartlett Gain. Two of themthat | knoware farners in
the Jacksonvill e area have nothing but good things to
say about Bartlett. Sone other people | knowin the
commodi ties busi ness have a ot of good things to say
about Bartlett.

S | think these guys are doi ng a good j ob.
| think it's a great thing for Bureau Gounty.

And as far as the rail goes, |'ve tal ked
enough to B Il to knowthat this guy knows railroads
| i ke the back of his hand. Ckay? And you' ve got a
short line railroad here.

That's basical |y what you have, correct,
Bll?

MR VEBSTER N nety-one mles, yes.

MR MONE And you can ask anybody that said, if
they had all the short line railroads in the country
that have been torn out, they'd sure |ike to have them
back. Qorrect? And if you don't find a use for this
railroad, that's what you' re going to have. It's --
they're going to be torn out -- probably not torn out.
O sbanded, whatever, because it's not being used. W
can all see that. Anybody that |ives there knows
there's hardly any traffic on this railroad anynore at

all. Sow need tofind awy to use it.
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MR VABERS Is that what you ve got to say?
MR MOMNE That's what | have to say.

MR VHBERS There will be a few questions.

MR MONE Bring them

M5, DONARKI: | have no questi ons.

MR VABERS (kay. Anyone in the audi ence that

you woul d have any questions? Anybody in the audi ence,
guestions of Harry?

THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS.  (Nb response) .

MR VHELBERS. Board, any questions?

THE BOARD MEMBERS.  (Nb response).

MR VA BERS Thank you, sir. You can step down.

(M. MQune excused.)

MR VHABERS (kay. A so on the sign-up sheet --
is it Jane or Jake?

MR MAHNESMTH  Jake.

MR VHEBERS Jake.

2

MAHNESM TH  Mahnesnmit h.

2

VA BERS Hease cone forward, sir.
(M. Mhnesmth sworn.)
MHNESMTH  So | mabout --
NEMETH Vet a mnute.
MHNESM TH (h, sorry.

> 2 B 3

NEMETH State your full nane and address,
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pl ease.
MR MMHNESMTH Jake Mahnesmit h.
M. NEMETH  Spell Mahnesmit h.
MR MHNESMTH Ma-h-n-e-s-mi-t-h. 17834
[1Tinois Hghway 40, 61361, Sheffield.
M. NEMETH Thank you. G ahead.
JAKE MAHNESM TH
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as foll ows:
O RECT TESTI MONY
MR MMHNESMTH So | amhalf a mle. | amthe
only | and-| ocked house on the track. And you said the
cars are going to cone fromthe south. So ny concern
Is they bl ock ne every now and agai n, anyway, so is it
goi ng to happen nore often? That's a probl em

And you said not |ikely would they cone from
the north, but there's that possibility.

My other problemwth this -- you' ve
addressed the turn lane. The school traffic is the big
concern. And the noise, the consistent noise. | don't
know what your facility is |ike.

M water supply. | don't know what you'll
use for water, if it's going to be in the same vein for

the well. Contam nants.
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And | agree wth Chantha on property val ues.
| don't think it raises them | think it hurts them

And as far as ny access, being's |I'm
| and-1 ocked, if atrainis blocking 1745 and ny
property -- or ny -- ny access, | have no -- nobody
gets in for energencies. And the same goes for R ch.
They woul d have to go down to a thousand. And in the
mddl e of the wnter, an anbul ance is going to go
Route 40, not a thousand.

So that's about it.

MR VABERS Sr, what is your address? |'m

trying to visualize it.

MR MHESMTH 17834.

MR VABERS 17 --

M. NBEMETH  834.

MR VABERS And what's the rest of it?

MR MAHNESMTH Illinois Hghway 40. H ghway 40.

You want ne to show you on mne?
MR VHBERS Yes. That helps. A picture
sonetines is worth a lot, so | understand your
| and- | ocked concept .
MR MAHNESMTH R ght here, (indicating).
MR VHABERS So you actually have to cross the

track, the driveway, to get out of the house.
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MR MAHNESMTH  Yes.
MR VA BERS And how | ong have you been there?
MR MMHHNESMTH Seven years.

And 1've got a lot of blood and sweat in that
place. So | feel like the -- the | esser property
values wll occur to ny house.

(Board Menbers conferring i naudi bly
anongst t hensel ves. )
MR MMHHNESMTH And this -- that's how close it
Is fromny back porch, (indicating).
MR VHABERS That is --
MR MAHNESMTH Rght there, (indicating).
MR VHBERS That's where the --
(Gourt reporter interjecting.)
MR VABERS H's --
MR MAHNESMTH |I'mjust show ng a picture.
MR VHBERS -- showng a picture of the proposed
devel opnent in relation to his hone.

Now if you had a way to screen-shot that and
send it to our Zoning ficer for the record, it would
hel p.

M. DONARKI: Yes. | -- | need that for the
recor d.

MR MAHNESMTH | can do that. Ckay. You got a
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nunier ?
M. DONARKI:  Yes. I'Il get it to you. Yep.
MR VABERS (kay. |Is there anyone wth
guestions of this wtness?
MR MONE (Raising hand).
MR VHBERS M. MQine?
CRCSS EXAM NATI QN

BY MR MONE
Q M. Mihnesmth, do you own that property?
A No, the bank does.
Q Ckay.
A In ny nane, but, yeah.

Q (kay. Because that rail was there when you
pur chased that property, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you were aware that trains nmay have been

crossing that when you both purchased it?

A Yes.
Q (kay. | just wanted to be clear about that.
A | knewthe train's --
Q Not hi ng' s changed.
A -- there.
Huh?

Q There were trains there before. These
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trains nore than likely won't go your way, anyway. But
either way, that train -- rail line was there before.

A They were, and they blocked it nore before |
bought it.

Q Rght. Rght. There used to be trains that
cane through Manlius that bl ocked the tracks all the
tine that sat there. That won't be the case wth these
guys.

A Yeah, but in Manlius you can drive on the

roads. You can get around. You can't get to ny house.

Q Rght. But, | nean, the railroad was there
bef or e.
A Yes.

MR VABERS H's answered that.
Any ot her questions?
CRCBS- EXAM NATI N
BY M5, DONARXK! :
Q | would just like -- just in words, can you
tell ne, is your hone north of --
A Nort h.
Q -- the -- north?
And how far north of 17457?
A Fromny house down the driveway to 1745, .5

m | es.
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Q About a half a mle?
A Yes.
M5, DONARSKI:  Ckay. Thank you.
MR VELBERS. Any other questions?
THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS. (Nb response) .
MR VHELBERS. Board, any questions?
THE BOARD MEMBERS.  (Nb response).
MR VEBERS Thank you, sir.
MR MAHNESM TH  Thank you.
(M. Mhnesmth excused.)
MR VHBERS Pat Nordstron?
MR NORDSTROM M traffic concerns have been
addressed nultiple tines. Thank you.
MR VABERS (kay. You don't need to testify.
Thank you.
Is it Donna K oster nann?
(Ms. K ost ernmann approachi ng and sworn.)
M. NEMETH Sate your full nanme and address,
pl ease, for the record.
M5, KLCSTERMANN  Donna Kl ost er nann, 6158 2100
North Avenue, Sheffield --
M. NESMETH Wdit. Hold on. 6158 --
MB. KLOSTERVANN  F ve eight, 2100 North Avenue,
Sheffield, 61361.
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M. NESMETH CGan you spel | your |ast nanme for ne,
Donna.

M5, KLGSTERVANN K- -0-s-t-e-r-ma-n-n.

MB. NEMETH  Thank you.

MR VHBERS O ahead.

DONNA KLGSTERVANN
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as fol | ows:
D RECT TESTI MONY

M5 KLCSTERMANN | have with ne letters witten
fromthe Manlius FHre Protection Ostrict, which
the proposed site would fall wthin, and fromthe
Bureau Gounty Farm Bur eau.

Qould | read?

M. NBEMETH  Sure.

M5 KLOSTERVANN  Ckay.

M5. NEMETH Do you have copies of the letters to
pass out, too?

M5, KLOSTERVANN  Yes.

M. NEMETH Kris needs one, too.

MR VEBERS (Kay.

M. DONARSKI:  I'Il get it.

M5, KLOSTERVANN  Fromthe fire departnent:

Ladi es and Gent| enen of the Zoni ng Boar d,
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| amwiting this letter as we are not able to be in
person at tonight's neeting. | have to go to the
Honecom ng par ade.

It's also Bureau Vall ey's.

V¢ have been asked to wite this letter in
response to the proposed grain site that is trying
to be built around 1745 North Avenue and Il linois
Route 40. Foma fire departnent perspective, we
are in support of this project for multiple
different reasons, although it wll bring new
chal | enges to the table for our departnent.

Frst and forenost, we rely so nuch on our
tax revenue to fund nearly everything in our
departnent. Wth our snall community, this project
w il drastically increase the noney which we need to
operate on a regul ar basis. Ve are in hopes of
transitioning to a part/full-tine BV service in the
comng years since it's been so difficult to get
vol unteers. Wth the countless hours needed to
secure and hol d certificates to be an EMI, we have
seen a drastic decrease in the nunber of volunteers
al together, but especially on the ENVS side.

Paying for this coverage is unfortunately

what it wll cone down to. And the question w |
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al ways cone up: Wiat do you do when you call for
hel p and no one cones?

Secondly, the opportunities this site wil
bring has the possibility to keep peopl e | ocal
i nstead of having to coomute further for work.
Having firefighters enpl oyed at this |location, as
nmany of themare already involved i n sone farmng
i ndustry, neans they wll stay close to hone and
cl ose-by in case energencies ari se.

Lastly, Manlius is an ol der community,
wth nost residents being around retirenent age.
oportunities that can potentially bring peopl e here
could re-ignite the coomunity, wth additions of
any younger people that also raise the possibility
of getting people involved wth the community and
hopeful |y using the Fre or BE\VG

V¢ hope that this -- that you take our
thoughts and feelings on this natter into
consi deration when deciding the fate of this
proj ect.

Thank you for your tine. Aaron Roush,
Fire Chief, Manlius Fre Protection Dstrict.

And then -- then the Farm Bureau.

To the Bureau Gounty Zoni ng Board of
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Appeal s, regarding the special hearing for the
Bartlett Gainfacility: The FarmBureau is
comtting -- coomtted to hel ping -- to inproving
the economc wel | -bei ng of our nenbers. Wile we do
not support individual projects, we do support
expandi ng narketing opportunities for our nenbers.

M ease find the attached infornation
about significant economc contribution the
agricultural -- agriculture industry provides to the
Gount y.

S ncerely, Jill Frueh, Executive D rector
of Bureau Gounty Farm Bureau.

And there's nore statistics as you go on.
I"mjust going to read the highlights of Bureau Gounty.

Bureau Gounty Economc Gontribution of Ag
to the Gounty:

Farmtand as a percentage of property tax
base, 41.8 percent.

The Qounty is ranked fifth in the state
for corn production.

Total ag jobs, 2,934.

Added jobs fromlivestock, 202.

Total val ue added, 209.3 mllion.

Val ue added fromlivestock, 27.2 mllion.
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Added househol d i ncone, 107.4
mllion.
Added househol d i ncone fromlivestock, 5.7
mllion.
Mar ket val ue of crops, 321.7 mllion.
Mar ket val ue of |ivestock, 38.3 mllion.
Total cash receipts fromfarmnarkets,
439, 648, 000.
Source is 2022 Census of Ag, 2019 Illinois
Economcs Sudy, 2019 Farniand Val ue.
And then there's nore.
Quest i ons?

MR VABERS WIIl, the -- these two -- Farm
Bureau and Manlius Fre, they gave you these letters
and asked you to read them correct?

MB. KLOSTERVANN  Yes. Yep. Both of themhad
their respective child s Honecomng coomtnents. SO --

MR VABERS So you can't really be
cross-examnationed [sic] on their reports --

M. KLCSTERVANN  No.

MR VHABERS -- but if you have anyt hi ng el se
you' d like to say, you coul d be cross-examned on that.
Q herw se, you' ve done your j ob.

MB. KLOSTERVANN  Ckay. | would say that | amin
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support of this project. | shoul d probably disclose |
amHarry MQune's daughter. That probably does natter.
And this is ny own personal .
But, you know as sonebody who is involved in
this coomunity, in Manlius and Sheffield, |'ve been
i nvol ved wth Thrive on Main; |'ve been invol ved
wth the -- Gornerstone in purchasing the grocery store
sothat it didn't close. Ve kept that open. That --
you know all these tinme -- all this tinme | vol unt eer
for these things; and we want nore peopl e. V¢ want
nore busi nesses to contribute to the -- you know, to
the econony, to various things like the 4-H the FFA
And so we're always w shing for these peopl e to cone
in;, and now they' re here.
And |1'masking for ny kids, these other kids

i nvol ved wth these organi zati ons. Thi nk about them
as well, you know, because it wll be good for every --
you know, lots of people in Véstern Bureau Gounty.

MR VHBERS. Any cross questions?

THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS (Nb response).

MR VHBERS You re good. Thank you.

(Ms. Kl osternann excused.)
MR VEABERS (kay. Il \bster?
MR VEBSTER  Yes.
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MR VA BERS You' ve tal ked.
Brian, you' ve tal ked.
And so -- | can't read the |ast one. Nevin?
Devi n?
MR WRIH Nevin Wrth. Nevin Wrth.
(M. Wrth sworn.)
M5. NEMETH State your nane and address for the
record, please.
MR WRIH Nevin Wrth, 702 East MII| --
MB. NEMETH East MII?

MR WRIH -- Road.
MIT, Mi-I-I.
M. NEMETH  Wat town?
MR WRIH Sheffield, Illinois.
M. NEMETH (kay. Thank you.

NEM N WRTH
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as fol | ows:
D RECT TESTI MONY

MR WRTH |'ve been around this intersection all
of ny life, 1745 North and US Route 40. |'mj ust
under 32 years as the H ghway Road Conm ssioner of this
very Townshi p.

There's concerns. It's unique. The railroad
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crossing is adjacent to the state highway by only about
acity block. You re not going to bring these trucks
onto ny 1745 North. | guarantee. You' re going to | ook
at other alternate plans. V¢ re not going to

j eopardi ze the | ocal public.

You need to have | DOT and yoursel f work
together to find any solution to your traffic control
pl an because we have school districts in the locality;
we have a very busy highway. There's no known traffic
accident history there for as long as | have known,
other than one |ady, who was eastbound and ran through
a stop sign that was in place, which was on IDOT" s
right-of-way. That's the only known. Key word,
"known. "

Goncord Township is not opposed to this
project. Qearly. They are not opposed to the site
itself being constructed on the 156 acres. But you're
going to have to find a plan for traffic. And we're
not convinced we're going to rel ease that road to you.
Q tothe unty. And | think we have the right to
stand that ground.

There's been a lot to process. This has all
been initiated -- or |'ve known about it for about

three weeks. There's alot of public talk. There's a
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| ot of political |anguage being transferred across the
| ocal public.

And so it is on record, Goncord Township is
not opposed to the grain termnal being erected on this
property. But we are not going to be walked on. | am
standing up for our local current public. V¢ re not
playing tag-ass in a line held up by your trucks for
your business. | can't say it any other way.

There coul d be energency personnel. Vé -- we
have a lot of -- many things to consider here. Aot
of peopl e have forgotten about the fact how are you
going to deal wth traffic comng fromall different
directions trying to approach onto 1745. Yes, there's
been turn | anes spoke of. But have you al so | ooked at
the effects -- what if there's a train doi ng nornal
traffic, already traveling through the lights of the
railroad crossing? How are you going to control the
potential excessive vehicles that are bl ocked because
it can't get through because of the train? That's a
novi ng train.

Now, there's another issue that has been
brought to our attention tonight. There's a
possibility of trains that are in the process of noving

that could be potentially blocking. Not only possibly
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1700 North, but al so 1745, possibly a nei ghboring
residence. | knowthere's limtations on this site. |

know there's two gas pipelines on the south side of the

project. | knowthat -- that you are limted by that.
| ask -- | want to nake sure | clearly
state -- that the conpany of Bartlett, the Illinois

Departnent of Transportation, and any ot her concerned
I ndividual s work together wth ne to -- tofind a
solution to nake a good entrance and exit for your
proj ects because -- project because | want to see it
happen.

| amtaking note of two people that |ive
close inthe proximty of this site. | -- |1 amhere
today to l ook out for the peopl e of Concord Townshi p.
And | would like to find a solution to nake this work.

| have additional concerns. V¢ would be
willing tolook at any and all plans, but what type of
surface of a roadway -- |'ve heard tonight, | think
four tines, because the same presentations have been
said, that we're thinking of a 36-foot-w de roadway.
To be factual on that, does that nean three | anes? Is
that 12-foot lanes tines three? O is this -- and |
guess -- nmaybe | can't ask questions of sonmeone. But

I"'mjust presenting that question.

68




© 00 N oo o0~ W N B

N N N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

There's alot tolook at here wth road --
roadway design and the flow of traffic.

It's been brought to ny attention -- and | am
fuly anare of it -- the existing earth that is near
t he above-naned intersection of 1745 North and Route 40
has been a limtation for visibility. Mst all of that
dirt is under private property and the Illinois
Departnent of transportation. There is very, very
mninal dirt on Goncord Townshi p's right-of -way. And |
amnot opposed, so it's clear, of lowering that dirt
because, yes, it would help for visibility on that
intersection. And | agree wth Harry. And --

But we've tried working together on that, and
| felt like -- that he woul d have to coordinate wth
| DOT, whi ch woul d be your responsibility in the future,

And it's not just the south side of the
I ntersection, but there could be some consi deration for

the north side at another point intinme or during this

proj ect .

There's sone gray areas as to howthe turn
| anes are going to be specifically engineered or -- or
reviewed or designed. | can tell there's questions in

sone of that yet. And |'massumng that you m ght

produce nul tiple options to the Illinois Departnent of
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Transportation. And | strongly suggest it because if
we don't approve it, it's going to hold your operation
up. You -- you got to be open wth this.

And -- and it's got to not interfere wth the
flowof a very busy highway. There's not been one
nention of a local establishnent, the Psycho Slo
Sloon. There are -- this traffic by themis at tines
very excessive on the state highway. And we're
changing the dynamcs a little bit. And we've
definitely got to nake sure, in ny opinion, that you
don't have traffic backed up to the extent that
they're out onto the state highway. And | definitely
woul d i ke to not see that on our public road or
Township road, if we even allowfor the -- the entry
and exit to be on that road.

| have asked -- and sone of the communication
has been just today -- for the conpany of Bartlett -- |
have tal ked to Jake Long today. He called yesterday.
| mssed his call. And | called hi mback today and
expressed ny concerns of the -- to look at the options
of possibly considering creating the heavy traffic to
have a different crossing across that railroad. | know
there's [imtations. | do knowthat. But it needs to

be communicated. It needs to be looked at. And I'm
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sure DO wll be looking at this stuff pretty hard.
|'ve been also told -- we thought of having

the nain entrance cone off the state highway. Vell,
sonebody said, well, we don't think IDO"s going to
allowthat. But yet the staging road entrance is ex --
exiting -- excuse ne. But it is |leaving Route 40, and
It isgoing into the staging road. S0 -- so they
haven't approved anything. | understand that, as well .

S all you have is a proposed pl an of
potential traffic flow There is nothing in concrete.
VW' re looking at any and all options right now

Sone di scussi on needs to be nade about how it
nmay affect 1745 North, west of the 156 acres. And |
said that wong. It's east of the 166 -- or 156 acres.
That ex -- excessive traffic could take pl ace between
the Wanet-Vél nut bl acktop, which is a Gounty road, and
US Route 40 if we allowit.

Wio's going to police it in the event that we
do allowthese trucks to -- to go to your grain
facility? QO what finances or conpensation are goi ng
to be provided to take care of that?

| al so understand that this is good revenue
for the Gounty. And | do think that the project is
doabl e. But Goncord Township is not going to get
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wal ked over so our public can be put in line.

And we're | ooking out for safety. It could
be energency personnel. And there are nany things
we're still investigating. |1'mdoing the best | can up
here. And we're not trying to kill the deal, you m ght
say. | just ask for an open relationship to
communi cate and | ook at any and all possibilities.

There may have been things |I've forgotten;
but | think I've covered enough.

MR VHBERS Let's see if anyone has any
guesti ons.
Anything you' d | i ke?
DONARSKI : | have no questi ons.
VELBERS. Any questions?
VHTED |'ve got one.
VABERS Al right. G ahead.

2 3 3 B

VH TED You just nentioned --

(Gourt reporter interjecting.)

2

VHTED h, I'msorry. Derek Wiited.
CRCES- EXAM NATI QN
BY MR VWH TED
Q You nentioned high traffic. Wat is that
defined as?

A Wl |, naturally, the site -- the -- the
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proj ect site woul d increase --

Q You already said the road has currently got
high traffic. Wat did-- what did you nean
specifically by that?

A Wat | neant, that US Route 40 is a busy --
busy state highway. And IDOT wll verify that by
traffic count and whatnot, but --

Q Do you know what that is, though, is what |'m
aski ng.

A Factually, | do not know but it is of ny
opi nion. Qorrect.

Q Ckay. | just was curious.

A There is vagueness at this point in ting;
that is correct. But it is of ny understanding as a
| ocal wi tness.

MR VABERS (kay. | think we're good.

MR WRIH Thank you.

(M. Wrth excused.)

MR VHBERS |Is there anyone else that woul d |ike
to testify that's not on ny sheet?

MR BRUWEL: (Raising hand).

MR VEBERS (one forward, please.

(M. Brummel sworn.)

M. NEMETH H ease state your nane and address
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for the record.

MR BRUMWEL: Rchard Brummel . 12322 1745 North
Avenue, Wanet, Illinois.

M. NEMETH  Ckay.

MR VEBERS (Kay.

R GHARD BRUMAEL,
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as fol | ows:

D RECT TESTI MONY

MR BRUOMEL: DOdall of you get this? You all
have these?

THE BOARD MEMBERS: (Nbddi ng heads) .

MR BRUMEL: | guess ny nunber one concern is
that intersection. And it just feels that this project
IS bei ng rushed through qui ckly, wthout nuch tal k.
But I'ma little bit baffled and concerned specifically
wth the access. They're tal king about this access
road right off of 40, and then it wll turn onto 1745
and then turn immedi atel y back into the pl ant.

How do you have two roads basically parall el
to each other and people trying to turn onto that at
the sanme tine, comng fromthe north or comng from
across at the west? They have a half mle of road

frontage there. It seens to ne that they're trying to

74




© 00 N oo o0~ W N B

N N N NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

use 1745 because it's a nice level -- of our
pre-existing rail crossing. They don't want to put
their own in because that wll take tine and nore
noney. But as far as public safety and keepi ng t hat
Intersection clean, | don't see why -- there's --
there's a half mle there. And there's plenty of room
inthat two-acre strip between the railroad and
Route 40 to have a staging area and turn | ane comng
fromboth ways and go onto the property at anot her
| ocation, at their own rail crossing. Q, worst
case -- | understand the gas line is there, but 1745 --
or 1700 sees naybe one car a day. 17451 live on.
It's the only strai ght road between Route 40 and
Wanet-Vdl nut. That thing is already a speedway.
There w il be great increased traffic comng fromthe
east. There's already sems that use it to get to
Patriot's because when you get to the end of the
Wanet -Vél nut on Route 6 there in Wanet, that's a very
blind and hard corner to nake. So anything comng from
the northeast corner of the Gounty is going to cone
down the east side of 1745.

| farm |In fact, | have a grain site
Kitty-corner to this property. The other concern that

| would have is specifically trucks comng in fromthe
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north. | knowthey say they' re not going to have that
nmany, but that's a steep uphill grade. If you get one
or two trucks sitting in that turn | ane, you have
trucks stalling out, trying to get going up an uphill
grade, there's congestion on Route 40 there.
| think that it should be hard --

har d-expl ored to use 1700 or any other half-mle road
for themto put their own crossing in. |'mnot opposed
to the project per se, but | amvery opposed to using
1745 for the nai n entrance.

MR VA BERS Any nore questions of this wtness?

THE ALD ENCE MEMBERS (Nb response).

MR VABERS (kay, sir. Thank you.

(M. Brummel excused.)

MR VHBERS |Is there anyone else that woul d |ike
to testify?

MB. LARA (Raising hand).

MR VEBERS (one forward, please.

(Ms. Lara sworn.)

M. LARA M nane is Ana, An-a. Last nane is
L-a-r-a. Do you need ny address?

ME. NEMETH  Yes, pl ease.

M. LARA 17976 Illinois Hghway 40, Sheffield,

[1linois.
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ANA LARA,
called as a wtness herein, being first duly sworn,
testified as foll ows:
D RECT TESTI MONY
M. LARA' Wat | want to say is that |'mjust

concerned. Frst of all, I live right on Route 40.
And |'mvery concerned about the traffic. |'mnot
opposed to this project at all. It's just the safety.

|"ve had -- howcan | explainit? For ne,
it's devastating to know when | cane hone, that
sonebody got killed on Route 40. | have a grave site
or a nake-believe grave siteright in front of ny
house, which is very sad to see every day when | cone
hone. The one incident took place on Route 40, off of
1745, where the wonan slid through, and a sem cane by.

That is a very dangerous intersection. And |
happen to be one of the ones that kept voicing that
that hill shoul d have been shaved of f.

| just feel that -- ny concernis wth the
traffic. MNobody knows how busy it is. | seeit. e
day, | actually tined how nany Vdl -Mart sems went down
Route 40. They built a distribution center in
Serling. | counted. Every -- every seven mnutes

there was a sem, only that one day. | don't know
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about the other days. That's a lot of sems. Every

seven mnutes there was a V@l -Mart sem goi ng down

Rout e 40.

My concern is that, just |ike the gentlenan
said, there's that little steep hill. |If the sem --
["'mnot a sem driver. So, you know -- | just feel

that if the sem's going down the hill and it has to
try to pick up speed or whatever, it's going to kind of
sl ow down the traffic behind that sem to try to turn.
That mght be alittle bit on the risky side for
soneone who's not famliar wth the area. That's ny
concer n.

If you re going to post signs far in advance
to warn themthat they' re building this -- this unit or
conpl ex, unit, whatever you want to call it, that's
great. But signs have to be put out there for the
safety of everyone. That's really inportant.

| nean, | just feel that -- | -- awhile
back, | wanted sone signs to be put up for themto sl ow
down for that intersection of 1745 because that is a
dangerous intersection. Nothing has been done.

S | ama wtness to how nuch traffic goes
there. And it's getting worse.

S that's all | have to say.
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["'mnot against it, Harry. Trust ne. |'m
not. | just -- I'mjust concerned about the safety of
others, especially the children that are on that bus,
Bureau Val | ey.

SO -- thanks. That's it.

MR VHEBERS Any questions of this wtness before
she --
M. DONARKI: | have one.
CROSS EXAM NATI QN
BY MR DONARX :
Q Just for the record, is your hone north of
17457
A Yes. Yes.
Q And how far north of that intersection woul d
you say?
A Harry?
(Laughter.)
BY M. DONARX :
Q Your best guess.
MR MAONE | thinkit'sahaf mle.
BY Mb. DONARXK :
Q About a half mle?
A About, yeah. Yeah.
Q (kay. Thank you very nuch.
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Are you close to M. Mahnesmth?
(Ml tipl e peopl e speaki ng
si mul taneousl y, and court reporter
interjecting.)
M. LARA He has to cross ny property to get to
hi s house.
M5, DONARSKI:  Ckay. Thank you.
LARA  So, yes.
DONARSKI :  Thank you.

> & B

LARA  Thank you.
Thank you, Harry.

(Ms. Lara excused.)

MR VHBERS |Is there anyone else that woul d |ike
to testify?

MR VEBSTER There were a coupl e questions posed
tonmne | wuldIlike to answer if you want ne to.

M VHABERS | think it would be a good tine to
do that. You understand that coul d open you up for
further examnati on.

MR VEBSTER | get it. | understand.

(M. Wbster previously sworn.)
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Bl LL VWEBSTER

re-called as a wtness herein, having been previously
duly sworn, testified further as foll ows:
FURTHER D RECT TESTI MONY

MR VEBSTER You asked about water usage. \ery
little. Drinking water, bathroons. V@' re not
processi ng grain.

MR MHNESMTH | didn't know what woul d --

MR VEBSTER No, it's agreat -- it's a great
guestion; and | under st and.

|"mused to having to drill 800 feet for
water out in Véstern Kansas, so | understand. Vdter's
available. But this -- this water usage woul d be very
nodest .

Second, we appreciate the -- the question on
noise. Again, that's not our experience wth this
facility. The grain -- you go to grain elevators, and
the truck -- now that's kind of the | evel of the
noise. The railroad -- the trains are novi ng very
slowy, so you don't have a lot of air brakes or those
sorts of things. But | just wanted to respond to that.

As far as trying to access on 1700,
our reviewis that that's very problematic. Frst of

all, 1700 is a nuch nore difficult road in its current
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state. But the real issue is that -- that pipeline,
which is a national pipeline. It has a 20-foot
easenent that they control. And so it's not part of
the property that -- that -- it is difficult for us to
penetrate that or build over that. And so that becones
very probl enati c.

For our purposes, we' re seeking, as part of
our due diligence, to nake sure we have the proper
zoning. And then when we can get the zoning, the roads
are also, obviously, part of the due diligence. And we
very much take to heart all the comments of Nevin and
others here as to what we have to do to proceed.

But this is the spot that we have to work
wthif it's-- if it's goingto be onthisrail or
not .

SO nuch appr eci at ed.

MR VHEBERS Any other questions?
MR JENSEN | have a questi on.
MR VEBSTER Yeah.
FURTHER CRCSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR JENSEN
Q So there' s been sone comments about that
I ntersection right there.

A R ght.
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Q And Road Comm ssioner Wrth nade the comment
that you may have troubl e doi ng what you want to do.
Are you opposed to building a road right next toit?
That way, your trucks can cone up the frontage road,
use your own road, rather than going out and then back
i n.

A ["'mnot the person to tal k about how roads
are designed, but we -- we have a finite piece of
property, and we have the US 40 right-of-way. And
then we have the WP right-of-way, which is a hundred
feet. And we've got to work with both of those and
still have roomfor the loop. And wthin those
constraints, you know, this is sonmething we | eave to
the engi neers. And, obviously, we have to work wth
the road district and Township district and the Sate.
S I'mjust not the person who can answer that.

Q M/ guess --

A But it's a very logical question.

[t's just |ike saying, why not 1700? And
it's probl emati c because of the gas I|ines.

MR R PP. (Raising hand).

MR VABERS If you have a question, state your
nane.

MR (RPP. Yeah. Chase Qi pp.
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FURTHER CROSS- EXAM NATI QN
BY R R PP.

Q There was a coupl e peopl e toni ght that were
asking about trains getting stopped on the main |ine
tracks there. A your facility they are all being
pul | ed on and of f your property, correct?

A That's -- they're pushed in, and all of the
loading, all of the activity, is -- is on our property.

Q So the train and your property where they're
bei ng pushed in and pul |l ed back out, that wll not
be bot hering any railroad crossings or anythi ng?

A | nean, let's say it's atrain awek. e
awek it's going to cone through the intersections
that it goes through, at whatever speed they go
through. They'll have to slow down as they pull onto
the I oop, pushing into the property. But all of the
worki ng and | oading w Il happen on the property.

Q S the train should not really ever be
stopped on the nain line. It should only be stopped --

A No nore than any train that's goi ng through
there does. You know To that -- I've -- | saw a coal
train when | was there. And | understand that's kind
of rare. But it happens.

MR R PP That's all | have.
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M. (RPP. (Raising hand).
MR VHEBERS Sate your nane, please.
M. (RPP. Hannah Gi pp.

FURTHER CRCSS- EXAM NATI QN

BY Mb. (R PP.
Q Fromgoing off of the trail line -- soif it
cones fromthe north, your -- | nean, it's going to go

south and then enter the property. So it woul d never
bl ock the --

A That's -- that's ny understanding, that we
are told operationally that the trains wll be pushed
in fromthe south onto our property. And then they'l|
put the | oconotive at the other end and pull it out to
the south. Yeah. So it -- it would -- that
process woul d go across 1700, for instance; and then it
woul d go over the interstate.

Q Yes.

A, And then down.

Mb. STETSON  (Rai sing hand).

MR VEABERS (onnie Setson?

M5. STETSON  (Conni e S et son.

(Gourt reporter interjecting.)

MB. STETSON onnie S et son.
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FURTHER CROSS- EXAM NATI QN
BY M5, STETSON

Q You -- you don't have an agreenent wth
Goncord Townshi p as of today.

A ND.

Q And | knowthat Nevin said that he woul d |i ke
to work directly wth you to figure out this road.

A Yes. That's --

Q He doesn't want to sign off on the 1745. And
there was nention that possibly a road to the side of
it couldgotothis facility.

| nean, that's working wth the -- the
Townshi p.

A | -- as | --

Q And it's not going to bl ock, you know 1745
for -- for all these other hones.

A | just can't speak to operational |y what the
engineers dowth the -- wth the Gunty. They have to
have that di scussion and di al ogue and reach sone
agreenent to resolve howit would goin. I'mnot -- as
| understand it, there was a call today wth our chief
engi neer and projects person. And so, you know
those -- those are discussions that have to happen.

But we have to know if we have the zoning to even be
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able to build this thing. | nean, that's the first
part. And then howthe roads go in is sonething for
engi neers and | DOT and the Gounty and the Township in
particul ar.

Q So can you go forward wth -- tonight coul d
you go forward w thout the CGoncord Townshi p?

A Vel [, we can go forward wth the rezoni ng,
but that's up to the Board.

Q | nean, you would do it wthout having --

MR VABERS WII, ["'mnot sure he's --

MR VEBSTER Nb.

MR VABERS |'mnot sure he's the nman to answer
that question.

MR VEBSTER Nb.

MB. STETSON | just want to know if this project
can go forward w thout permssion from--

MR VHBERS Wll, he's a wtness; and |I' mnot
sure that he knows the answer to that. Can he go
forward w thout the permssion from QGncord Townshi p?
| would say he could not get it built. That woul d be
ny opi ni on.

MR VEBSTER Yeah, |'mnot -- I'mnot here to --
BY MB. STETSON

Q | just feel that if you want to build,
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working wth himwoul d be the best --

A d course.

Q And | wanted to nake sure --

A d course.

Q -- that that is in your plan.

A There are a lot of things, alot of steps,
that have to be acconplished for this to happen.

Q | nean, | want it tocone. | thinkit's
great. | just want you to work wth the -- CGoncord
Township to --

A Vel |, of course, yes.

Q -- nmake sure that --

A Q herw se, our conmtnent would -- on the
record, that's our coomtnent. But the bottomline is
we have -- first, we had to identify the land. Then we
have to do the title. Nowwe're doing -- we' ve done a
prel imnary survey. And nowwe're going to do an
additional survey. And we've had prelimnary
engi neering done. And we have to do zoning. And these
are all steps in the process. But |I'mnot presum ng
that we can use any road wthout a full agreenent and
understanding of how it woul d happen. But zoning is
one of those due diligence itens. Rezoning. And so

that's why we're here.
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Q kay. | -- 1 want it to happen, but | just
want you to cooperate wth the -- the Townshi p.

A Absol ut el y.

MR WRTH (Raising hand).

MR VHBERS V¢ have a question way in the back,
t he GComm ssi oner .

S and up agai n.
MR WRTH Nevin Wrth.
FURTHER CROSS- EXAM NATI QN

BY R WRTH
Q Isit true to say that you do not have an
approved plan fromIDOTl right now Illinois Departnent

of Transportation?

A | haven't spoken wth IDOr. | have to turn
that over --

Q Wiere are you at wth your procedures here?
Your engi neers probably haven't passed your --
your proposed plan to | DOT yet?

A ["'mnot -- I"'mnot involved in that part of

Q kay. So it would be fair to say that you do
not have a plan wth -- wth IDOr right now So they
have to view any potential safety issues or design of

your entrances.
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A

Q

That is ny understanding, that --
And that would the sane wth Goncord

Township; is that correct?

A

| fully assune that, but 1'mnot the person

i nvol ved i n those di scussions. That's Hutchi son

Engi neering --
Q That's all | have.
A -- and Jake Long.

MR VABERS (kay?

MR WRIH Yeah.

M. DONARSKI: M. Chairnan, could | nake

a suggestion?

There -- there are two parts of this

application. The first issue is the rezone fromthe

Agriculture to the M2. That's one -- that's one

I ssue.

(M. Wbster excused.)

MB. DONARSKI:  The second part of that is a

conditional use for the grain transloading facility

that takes the grain. And, you know it describes the

proj ect.

(he of -- a possible solution, as the Board

knows, that on a conditional use, the Zoning Board of

Appeal s can place a stipul ation on there.

And | woul d suggest that a stipulation -- if
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we were to nove forward to address this, that the
stipulation woul d be that an approved entrance woul d be
approved by the governing road authority prior to the
| ssuance of a building permt to construct anything on
this facility sothat if it was through IDOI, if it was
t hrough the Townshi p, whoever it was through, it woul d
be covered by saying that the stipulation that -- woul d
be that an approved entrance -- or that an entrance be
approved by the governing road authority prior to the
I ssuance of a building permt. And they woul d provi de
that approved entrance permt to nyself to be included
wth that building permt

So that's just a suggestion.

MR VHABERS And again, in both cases, for the
rezone and for the conditional use application, our
prinary purpose here, this Board' s, was to create a
publ i c hearing so that everyone coul d speak, and
ultimately we would arrive at a reconmendati on t hat
could potentially include that stipulation. It's
ultinately a decision for the Gounty Board in both
cases.

And, nost certainly, they're not going to
buildit if they don't have I DOl on board and if they

don't have that road conmm ssioner on board.
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But the rezone can still be done, if the
Gounty Board woul d choose to; or they can agai n approve
a conditional use. They can do that. FEverybody in the
worl d understands that if they don't have access to the
road, to the highway, the state hi ghway, or Concord
Township if they need that road, they' re just not going
to get anything built.

M5, DONARSKI:  (orrect.

MR VHBERS But these two are part of the issues
her e.

S | appreciate that suggestion. V@' re going
to take it into account.

Mchael , did you inspect this? DO d you go
out there?

MR STUIZKE | did. | did

MR VELBERS Share what your thoughts are.

MR SIUIZKE Well, | think that the testinony
we've had this evening pretty nuch dots the I's and
crosses the T's. |'mready to nove forward, first and
forenost, on the rezoning.

S | woul d nove to recommend approval for
rezoning of the property presently zoned as Agriculture
to rezone as M2, to build and operate a grain

transloading facility.
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MR VHBERS So you' ve donned a notion on the
rezone. You' re recommendi ng that the Gounty Board
approve it.

Is there a second on that rezone?
MR JENSEN |'ll second that.
MR VHBERS M. Jensen is the second.
S on that regard, Cecelia, please call the
roll.
NEMETH M. Jensen?
JENSEN  Yes.
NEMETH M. Sutzke?
STUIZKE  Yes.
NEMETH M. Forristall?
FCRR STALL:  Yes.
NEMETH M. Quest?

QEST:  Yes.
NEMETH M. Vel bers?

5 36 PP DB 3P

VA BERS  Yes.

S the Qounty Board has the public record --
w |l have the public record, and this Board reconmends
that they approve the rezone.

Now, do you want to tal k about the
condi tional use part of it?

MR STUZKE VYes. |1'd like to nove to recommend
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approval for conditional use for a grain transl oadi ng
facility that takes in grain, stores it until needed,
and loads it into conveyances that will take the grain
where it is needed.
The proposed facility includes a 120-car rail
| oom} hoop buildings, grain bins, grain legs, grain
dryer, grain pits, conveyors, office facilities,
scal es, and scal e house. Wth the stipulation: Wth
approved entrance by governing road authorities prior
to approval through the Bureau Gounty Zoni ng.
MR VHBERS (kay. |Is there a second for that?
MR JENSEN |I'Il second that, also.
MR VABERS M. Jensen seconds that, as well.

M ease call roll.

NEMETH M. Jensen?

JENSEN  Yes.

NEMETH M. Sutzke?

STUIZKE  Yes.

NEMETH M. Forristall?

FCRR STALL:  Yes.

NEMETH M. Quest?

QEST:  Yes.
NEMETH M. Vel bers?

5 36 PP DB 3P

VA BERS  Yes.
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S the Gounty Board will --
M5. DONARKI:  Qctober 8th.
MR VHBERS (Qtober 8th.
ME. DONARSKI:  (n Tuesday.
MR VHBERS Less than a week. (kay.
The Gounty Board w Il have that on Tuesday,
and it's ultinately their decision on the case. They
have the public record. So --

Anyt hing el se we need to do?

M5. DONARSKI: | have no ot her busi ness.
MR QEST: I'lIl nake a notion to adjourn.
MR FCRRSTALL: [I'Il second it.

(Wi ch were all the proceedi ngs hel d on
the record in said natter on sa d date,

and the hearing was adj ourned.)
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STATE CF ILLINOS )
CONTY OF LASALLE )) =

I, Julia A Schwarzbach, RPR a Certified
Shorthand Reporter in the Sate of Illinois, Gounty of
LaSal | e, do hereby certify that the foregoi ng
proceedi ngs were hel d before the Bureau Gounty Zoni ng
Board of Appeals at the place, date, and tine
af orenentioned; that | reported i n nachi ne short hand
the proceedings had in this cause; and that |
thereafter caused the foregoing to be transcribed into
text, which | hereby certify to be an accurate
transcription of ny shorthand notes of the proceedi ngs

in this cause.

uli a war zbach,
Li cense Nb. 084- 003131

Dated this 7th day
of Qct ober , 2024.
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