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MR. VWELBERS:. This is the April regular
heari ng of the Bureau County Zoning Board of
Appeal s.

And our roll call is, to ny far left, Bil
Jensen, and then JimForristall, M chael
Stutzke, Troy Quest, | amBarry Wl bers.

This is Samantha Holt, from our Zoning
Enforcenent Office -- fromour Zoning Ofice.
Marsha Lilley, fromour County Board, watching.
Kri stine Donarski, our Zoning Enforcenent
Oficer. And Callie Bodner, our court reporter,
Is going to keep a record of everything we do,
as long as we keep it orderly so she can do so.

And the first thing we always do is take a
| ook at the mnutes fromthe previous neeting,
whi ch are here.

Have you nenbers |ooked at it? |Is there a
notion to approve?

MR. QUEST: 1'd nake a notion to approve
t hat .

MR. WELBERS:. |s there a second?

MR JENSEN: "1l second that.
MR. WVELBERS: Bill is the second.
So all in favor.
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(Al those simultaneously
responded.)

MR. VELBERS:. Any opposed.

(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS: ay. Those are done.

Then that brings us, first of all, we have
one case, if anyone is here interested in it --

Brunmel, you said, right?

M5. DONARSKI: Richard Brummel.

MR. WELBERS:. -- Richard Brummel, who has
wi t hdrawn his application.

So if there's any interested parties here
interested in that application, there's isn't
going to be one. He's found another way to do
it and does not need our attention.

So that one we will not get to.

So that brings us to our first case, being
the United Church of Christ, Parcel Nunber
14-19- 377- 301.

The common | ocation is the southeast
corner of South Washi ngton Street and East
Chestnut Street, 201 East Chestnut Street in
Shef fi el d.

The property is zoned as R-2.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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This is a request for a Variation, a
Variation to build up to a 5-foot, 6-inch-w de
by 7-foot, 5-inch-tall digital church bulletin
sign structure with up to a 5-foot by 5-foot,
6-inch sign face (27.5 square feet). Zoning
Ordi nance allows a nmaxi mum of 16 square feet in
the area for the sign face in the R 2 Zoning
District. Requesting up to an 11.5 square f oot
Bul k Vari ati on.

Al so requesting a Variation to place said
sign as close as 3 feet fromthe right-of-way of
Sout h Washi ngton Street and as close as 5 feet
fromthe right-of-way of East Chestnut Street;
needs 25 feet. Requesting up to a 22-foot and a
20-foot front yard Variation.

Al so requesting a Variation to build said
sign structure within the 50-foot sight triangle
at the corner of South Washington Street and
East Chestnut Street. O dinance only allows
structures up to 2-1/2 feet tall within the site
triangle.

The present use is a church facility.

The proof of publication is here.

Fromthe Bureau Valley Conmunity Unit

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 6

School District: Qur School District has no
objection to the above application.

That's all | have to read, right?

M5. HOLT: Uh-huh, that's it.

MR. VELBERS:. That's easy.

|s the Applicant here? That's you, right?
Coul d you cone forward, please?

The court reporter is going to put you
under oath.

MR. CUNNI NGHAM  Ckay.

PH L CUNNI NGHAM
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

M5. HOLT: Can you pl ease state your nane
and address for the record.

MR, CUNNI NGHAM  Phi |l Cunni ngham My
address is 203 South Honmer Street, Princeton,
II'1inois.

M5. HOLT: Thank you.

MR. VWELBERS:. Sir, you represent this
application. Wuld you like to tell us what
you're trying to do, the reason for the sign and
the location? Tell us what you would like us to
know.

MR. CUNNI NGHAM  Ckay. |I'mthe

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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chai r person of the church council. The council,
I n one of our previous neetings, has decided to
replace the existing sign due to its
deterioration, if you wll. And we decided to
go with a nessage sign, a digital nmessage sign.

The Village of Sheffield has a very nice
digital sign, but they nmade the m stake of
putting it on the State right-of-way. So
they're restricted on what they can use it for.
So no personal nessages on it.

So we decided we would offer our sign, if
we' re approved, for birthdays, anniversaries,
any nessages like that. There are two ot her
churches in Sheffield, and they have fundraisers
al so, but they have no way of advertising them
ot her than word of nouth. So they could use our
sign to advertise for their fundraisers al so.

It just needed replacing, and we deci ded
to replace it wth sonething that woul d be
substantial and |ast a few years.

MR. WELBERS: Ckay. Are you good right
now?

MR. CUNNI NGHAM  Par don?

MR. VWELBERS:. |[|s that what you would I|ike

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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to say right now? Anything else you would Iike
to say? Oherwse, it's fine.

MR. CUNNI NGHAM  No, that's fine.

MR. VWELBERS: Qur Zoni ng Enforcenent
Oficer wwll ask a few questions.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. DONARSKI :

Q

So this sign will be for the benefit of your
whol e community and not just your church?
That's correct.

So will the proposed sign be any closer to the
ri ght-of -way of South Washi ngton Street and East
Chestnut Street than the existing sign?

No. It's going to go where the existing sign
IS presently.

Ckay. Now, is there electrical service at this
site right now?

There is, but we're upgrading it.

kay. Now, with the sign at this |ocation,

will it cause any kind of a visual obstruction
there at that intersection?

No.

Now, are there stop signs there at the

i ntersecti on?

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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That's the four-way stop at that particul ar

I ntersection, because the school uses it to pick
up their bus students. So they nade a four-way
sign -- four-way stop sign for safety purposes.
Ckay. So the new sign will be alittle bit

| arger than the old sign?

Alittle bit |arger, yes.

kay. Now, will the new sign, like, flash or
create any kind of light shining in the w ndows
of the neighbors or anything |ike that?

Yes, but we have di scussed this sonewhat. W

didn't get into a |ot of detail -- by "us," |
nmean the council -- because we were waiting to
see if we got approval.

But we -- the sign that we have in m nd

can be dimed at any tine, we can set the tine
on that, or it can be conpletely shut off and we
can deci de that.

Ckay.

We don't want to disturb the neighbors, by any
nmeans.

Right. GCkay. Now, what are the existing | and
uses on the properties around this area?

It's all residential.

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 10

M5. DONARSKI: Ckay. That's all | have.

MR. WELBERS: |s there anyone in our
audi ence, our group, tonight that is interested
in the application? Any questions of the
W tness or any potential testinony regarding
this one?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS: There is not.

M chael , do you have any comments -- first
of all, Board, any questions?

(No verbal response.)

MR. VWELBERS. Gkay. M chael, go ahead.

MR. STUTZKE: This, quite frankly, is
rather easy. So |I'mgoing to go ahead and nove
to recommend approval of the follow ng, and
it'"'s -- | amgoing to put it together, but ['Il
read it accordingly.

Move to approve a Variation to build up to
a 5-foot, 6-inch-wide by 7-foot, 5-inch-tall
digital church bulletin sign structure with up
to 5-foot by 5-feet, 6-inch sign face (27.5
square foot). Zoning Odinance allows a nmaxi mum
of 16 square feet in the area for the sign face

inthe R2 Zoning District. Requesting up to

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
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11.5 square foot.

Along with that, the Bulk Variation, also
requesting the Variation to place said sign as
close as 3 feet to the right-of-way of South
Washi ngton Street and as close as 5 feet from
the right-of-way of East Chestnut Street; needs
25 feet. Requesting up to 22 feet and a 20-f oot
front yard Vari ati on.

Al so requesting Variation to build said
sign structure within the 50-foot site triangle
at the corner of South Washington Street and
East Chestnut Street. Ordinance only allows
structures up to 2-1.2 feet tall within the
sight triangle.

MR. VELBERS: The notion is made. |Is
there a second?

MR. JENSEN. [|'ll second that.

MR. VWELBERS. M. Jensen is the second.

Samantha, if you could please call the
roll.

HOLT: M. Jensen?
JENSEN.  VYes.

HOLT: M. Forristall?
FORRI STALL: Yes.

20 DD

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)
815. 453. 2260

In Totidem Verbis, LLC (ITV)




© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © © N O 0 M W N L O

Page 12

20D P DD

VR.
approved.

VR.

V.

HOLT: M. Stutzke?
STUTZKE:  Yes.

HOLT: M. Quest?
QUEST: Yes.

HOLT: M. Wl bers?
VELBERS: Yes.

(By voice vote five aye.)

VELBERS: Your Variation request

CUNNI NGHAM  Thank you.

HOLT: Thank you.

(The hearing was concl uded at

7:13 p.m)

IS
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Now on this 17th day of April, A D., 2025, | do
signify that the foregoing testinony was given

before the Bureau County Zoni ng Board of Appeals.

Barry Wl bers, Chairnman

Kristine Donarski,
Zoni ng Enforcenent O ficer

fotoes 8 Boolimeh

Callie S. Bodmer

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Regi stered Professional Reporter
| L License No. 084-004489

P. 0. Box 381

Di xon, Illinois 61021
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          1             MR. WELBERS:  This is the April regular



          2        hearing of the Bureau County Zoning Board of



          3        Appeals.



          4             And our roll call is, to my far left, Bill



          5        Jensen, and then Jim Forristall, Michael



          6        Stutzke, Troy Quest, I am Barry Welbers.



          7             This is Samantha Holt, from our Zoning



          8        Enforcement Office -- from our Zoning Office.



          9        Marsha Lilley, from our County Board, watching.



         10        Kristine Donarski, our Zoning Enforcement



         11        Officer.  And Callie Bodmer, our court reporter,



         12        is going to keep a record of everything we do,



         13        as long as we keep it orderly so she can do so.



         14             And the first thing we always do is take a



         15        look at the minutes from the previous meeting,



         16        which are here.



         17             Have you members looked at it?  Is there a



         18        motion to approve?



         19             MR. QUEST:  I'd make a motion to approve



         20        that.



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Is there a second?



         22             MR. JENSEN:  I'll second that.



         23             MR. WELBERS:  Bill is the second.



         24             So all in favor.
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          1                      (All those simultaneously



          2                       responded.)



          3             MR. WELBERS:  Any opposed.



          4                      (No verbal response.)



          5             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Those are done.



          6             Then that brings us, first of all, we have



          7        one case, if anyone is here interested in it --



          8             Brummel, you said, right?



          9             MS. DONARSKI:  Richard Brummel.



         10             MR. WELBERS:  -- Richard Brummel, who has



         11        withdrawn his application.



         12             So if there's any interested parties here



         13        interested in that application, there's isn't



         14        going to be one.  He's found another way to do



         15        it and does not need our attention.



         16             So that one we will not get to.



         17             So that brings us to our first case, being



         18        the United Church of Christ, Parcel Number



         19        14-19-377-301.



         20             The common location is the southeast



         21        corner of South Washington Street and East



         22        Chestnut Street, 201 East Chestnut Street in



         23        Sheffield.



         24             The property is zoned as R-2.
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          1             This is a request for a Variation, a



          2        Variation to build up to a 5-foot, 6-inch-wide



          3        by 7-foot, 5-inch-tall digital church bulletin



          4        sign structure with up to a 5-foot by 5-foot,



          5        6-inch sign face (27.5 square feet).  Zoning



          6        Ordinance allows a maximum of 16 square feet in



          7        the area for the sign face in the R-2 Zoning



          8        District.  Requesting up to an 11.5 square foot



          9        Bulk Variation.



         10             Also requesting a Variation to place said



         11        sign as close as 3 feet from the right-of-way of



         12        South Washington Street and as close as 5 feet



         13        from the right-of-way of East Chestnut Street;



         14        needs 25 feet.  Requesting up to a 22-foot and a



         15        20-foot front yard Variation.



         16             Also requesting a Variation to build said



         17        sign structure within the 50-foot sight triangle



         18        at the corner of South Washington Street and



         19        East Chestnut Street.  Ordinance only allows



         20        structures up to 2-1/2 feet tall within the site



         21        triangle.



         22             The present use is a church facility.



         23             The proof of publication is here.



         24             From the Bureau Valley Community Unit
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          1        School District:  Our School District has no



          2        objection to the above application.



          3             That's all I have to read, right?



          4             MS. HOLT:  Uh-huh, that's it.



          5             MR. WELBERS:  That's easy.



          6             Is the Applicant here?  That's you, right?



          7        Could you come forward, please?



          8             The court reporter is going to put you



          9        under oath.



         10             MR. CUNNINGHAM:  Okay.



         11                     PHIL CUNNINGHAM,



         12        being first duly sworn, testified as follows:



         13             MS. HOLT:  Can you please state your name



         14        and address for the record.



         15             MR. CUNNINGHAM:  Phil Cunningham.  My



         16        address is 203 South Homer Street, Princeton,



         17        Illinois.



         18             MS. HOLT:  Thank you.



         19             MR. WELBERS:  Sir, you represent this



         20        application.  Would you like to tell us what



         21        you're trying to do, the reason for the sign and



         22        the location?  Tell us what you would like us to



         23        know.



         24             MR. CUNNINGHAM:  Okay.  I'm the
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          1        chairperson of the church council.  The council,



          2        in one of our previous meetings, has decided to



          3        replace the existing sign due to its



          4        deterioration, if you will.  And we decided to



          5        go with a message sign, a digital message sign.



          6             The Village of Sheffield has a very nice



          7        digital sign, but they made the mistake of



          8        putting it on the State right-of-way.  So



          9        they're restricted on what they can use it for.



         10        So no personal messages on it.



         11             So we decided we would offer our sign, if



         12        we're approved, for birthdays, anniversaries,



         13        any messages like that.  There are two other



         14        churches in Sheffield, and they have fundraisers



         15        also, but they have no way of advertising them



         16        other than word of mouth.  So they could use our



         17        sign to advertise for their fundraisers also.



         18             It just needed replacing, and we decided



         19        to replace it with something that would be



         20        substantial and last a few years.



         21             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Are you good right



         22        now?



         23             MR. CUNNINGHAM:  Pardon?



         24             MR. WELBERS:  Is that what you would like
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          1        to say right now?  Anything else you would like



          2        to say?  Otherwise, it's fine.



          3             MR. CUNNINGHAM:  No, that's fine.



          4             MR. WELBERS:  Our Zoning Enforcement



          5        Officer will ask a few questions.



          6                        EXAMINATION



          7   BY MS. DONARSKI:



          8   Q.   So this sign will be for the benefit of your



          9        whole community and not just your church?



         10   A.   That's correct.



         11   Q.   So will the proposed sign be any closer to the



         12        right-of-way of South Washington Street and East



         13        Chestnut Street than the existing sign?



         14   A.   No.  It's going to go where the existing sign



         15        is presently.



         16   Q.   Okay.  Now, is there electrical service at this



         17        site right now?



         18   A.   There is, but we're upgrading it.



         19   Q.   Okay.  Now, with the sign at this location,



         20        will it cause any kind of a visual obstruction



         21        there at that intersection?



         22   A.   No.



         23   Q.   Now, are there stop signs there at the



         24        intersection?
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          1   A.   That's the four-way stop at that particular



          2        intersection, because the school uses it to pick



          3        up their bus students.  So they made a four-way



          4        sign -- four-way stop sign for safety purposes.



          5   Q.   Okay.  So the new sign will be a little bit



          6        larger than the old sign?



          7   A.   A little bit larger, yes.



          8   Q.   Okay.  Now, will the new sign, like, flash or



          9        create any kind of light shining in the windows



         10        of the neighbors or anything like that?



         11   A.   Yes, but we have discussed this somewhat.  We



         12        didn't get into a lot of detail -- by "us," I



         13        mean the council -- because we were waiting to



         14        see if we got approval.



         15             But we -- the sign that we have in mind



         16        can be dimmed at any time, we can set the time



         17        on that, or it can be completely shut off and we



         18        can decide that.



         19   Q.   Okay.



         20   A.   We don't want to disturb the neighbors, by any



         21        means.



         22   Q.   Right.  Okay.  Now, what are the existing land



         23        uses on the properties around this area?



         24   A.   It's all residential.
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          1             MS. DONARSKI:  Okay.  That's all I have.



          2             MR. WELBERS:  Is there anyone in our



          3        audience, our group, tonight that is interested



          4        in the application?  Any questions of the



          5        witness or any potential testimony regarding



          6        this one?



          7                      (No verbal response.)



          8             MR. WELBERS:  There is not.



          9             Michael, do you have any comments -- first



         10        of all, Board, any questions?



         11                      (No verbal response.)



         12             MR. WELBERS:  Okay.  Michael, go ahead.



         13             MR. STUTZKE:  This, quite frankly, is



         14        rather easy.  So I'm going to go ahead and move



         15        to recommend approval of the following, and



         16        it's -- I am going to put it together, but I'll



         17        read it accordingly.



         18             Move to approve a Variation to build up to



         19        a 5-foot, 6-inch-wide by 7-foot, 5-inch-tall



         20        digital church bulletin sign structure with up



         21        to 5-foot by 5-feet, 6-inch sign face (27.5



         22        square foot).  Zoning Ordinance allows a maximum



         23        of 16 square feet in the area for the sign face



         24        in the R-2 Zoning District.  Requesting up to
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          1        11.5 square foot.



          2             Along with that, the Bulk Variation, also



          3        requesting the Variation to place said sign as



          4        close as 3 feet to the right-of-way of South



          5        Washington Street and as close as 5 feet from



          6        the right-of-way of East Chestnut Street; needs



          7        25 feet.  Requesting up to 22 feet and a 20-foot



          8        front yard Variation.



          9             Also requesting Variation to build said



         10        sign structure within the 50-foot site triangle



         11        at the corner of South Washington Street and



         12        East Chestnut Street.  Ordinance only allows



         13        structures up to 2-1.2 feet tall within the



         14        sight triangle.



         15             MR. WELBERS:  The motion is made.  Is



         16        there a second?



         17             MR. JENSEN:  I'll second that.



         18             MR. WELBERS:  Mr. Jensen is the second.



         19             Samantha, if you could please call the



         20        roll.



         21             MS. HOLT:  Mr. Jensen?



         22             MR. JENSEN:  Yes.



         23             MS. HOLT:  Mr. Forristall?



         24             MR. FORRISTALL:  Yes.
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          1             MS. HOLT:  Mr. Stutzke?



          2             MR. STUTZKE:  Yes.



          3             MS. HOLT:  Mr. Quest?



          4             MR. QUEST:  Yes.



          5             MS. HOLT:  Mr. Welbers?



          6             MR. WELBERS:  Yes.



          7                      (By voice vote five aye.)



          8             MR. WELBERS:  Your Variation request is



          9        approved.



         10             MR. CUNNINGHAM:  Thank you.



         11             MS. HOLT:  Thank you.



         12                      (The hearing was concluded at



         13                       7:13 p.m.)



         14



         15



         16



         17



         18



         19



         20



         21



         22



         23



         24
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          1        Now on this 17th day of April, A.D., 2025, I do



          2   signify that the foregoing testimony was given



          3   before the Bureau County Zoning Board of Appeals.



          4



          5
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          7

                             Barry Welbers, Chairman

          8
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         12

                             Kristine Donarski,

         13                  Zoning Enforcement Officer
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                             Callie S. Bodmer

         18                  Certified Shorthand Reporter

                             Registered Professional Reporter

         19                  IL License No. 084-004489
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